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ecoghnition
Reviewed by Leith McLean
by William Gibson

Gibson has made a name for himself creating
intensely visualised societies in a state of tech-
nological free-fall, where things develop so fast
that the next big thing is exploding long before
anyone’s really dealt with the last big thing. Sci-
ence fiction stories; stories that, you might be able
to convince yourself, aren’t about the real world.
His latest novel should strip away that illusion:
these stories are real. The fantasy is just a disguise.

Pattern Recognition, unlike his previous novels, is set
in the present day. The novel is a weirdly dislocated
portrayal of post-Cold War, post-S11 corporate in-
trigue. It uses current technologies and social trends
to create his trademark feeling of vertigo, of being
on the brink of something terribly, awesomely new.
The main character, Cayce, is a freelance cool-hunter,
constantly on the lookout for that next little bit of
culture that’s going to seize the world's imagination
(and wallet). On a routine trip to London, she receives
an offer she can't refuse and is drawn into a steadily
accelerating snarl of history, money, and eccentricity.

William Gibson's writing is luminous as ever, captur-
ing the relationship between person and world in ev-
ery sentence, and occasionally soaring into descrip-
tions of experience so vivid they might be considered
overwritten if they weren't just so damn good. Gibson
fetishises tech, threading the novel with calculator-
collectors and web-forum addicts, and so creates an

extraordinary vision of a world of introverted cultures
and sub-cultures, characters with a burning passion
for seemingly unrelated obsessions, all brought
into ‘life-changing collision by the story he weaves.

Pattern Recognition is a multi-layered
work, crafted by a skilled veteran, and
every facet of it is vital and exact. Yeah, |
really, really like this book. It has the sense
of things moving in it, vast and dark and
dangerous, that only come to light frag-
ment by fragment. The visualisation and
consistency of Gibson’s world is so well
accomplished that solving the myster-
ies takes away none of. their majesty.

26 Pattern

“erfect Nfran gers

—@ Reviewed by Amelia Norman

Directed by Gaylene Preston

This film surprised me. Not in a good
way. | was expecting the suspense-
ful “chilling romance” promised by the
numerous trailers I'd seen. Instead |
got a bizarre story of a sane woman los-
ing the plot for now apparent reason.

While there were some suspenseful and al-
most chilling moments included, the word
“romance” should not ever have entered
the descriptive equation. At times | cringed,
at times | laughed, but most of the time |
had a “what the...2” style frown on my face.

Rachael Blake and Sam Neill were, however,
fantastic. Neill played the dark and mysteri-
ous man (remaining nameless throughout)
who took good time girl Melanie (Blake)
home from the pub one night. Once arriv-
ing on “his” island, Melanie realises she's
been kidnapped by a madman and attempts
an escape. She stabs her captor and then,
suffering an attack of the guilts, attempts to
nurse him back to health. He dies, however,
and her sanity suddenly evaporates without
warning. From this point on the film only gets
more bizarre, amounting to an unexpected,
unexplained and brow-furrowing end.

The direction, cinematography and act-
ing were all marvellous — it was simply
the story line | had trouble warming to.
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Crazy yellow
chickens do life
Bitter With Baggage
Seeks Same: The life
and times of some
chickens.

By Sloane Tanen

Published by Bloomsbury
$29.95

Nothing can prepare you for this
book. Even after | tell you it’s about
do_zens of small, yellow, fluffy, toy
chickens experiencing the dilemmas
of the modern city dweller, you won't
be py‘epared. You can't possibly. It's
so bizarre it's endearing. So off the
wall, you just have to laugh out loud.

American Author Sloane Tanen is a 33-
year-old conceptual artist with an obvi-
ous sense of humour. Bitter With Bag-
gage Seeks Same..., is her first book.

The book’s tough little characters face
every situation from a jam-packed
yoga class, human child-birth meth-
ods and relationship dilemmas, to
a_swingers’ party, bitchy friends
blind dates and diet woes. There’
are also appearances by some
over-the-hill party boys, fairytale
ch_aracters and exasperated foreign
chickens. Each scene is beautifully
and carefully arranged and captioned
and . each chicken named, which’
only adds to the obscure hilarity.

Thi_s book is guaranteed to make you
smile, if not laugh uproariously out
Iouc}. It'll brighten your day and bring
to.hfe a sympathy for little synthetic
chickens you never knew you had!
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The O.C.

Television Review

For those of you that felt a twinge of nostalgia when
you heard of the Beverly Hills 90210 reunion show that
scregned last month, there is hope in sight. It comes to
you in the form of The O.C., on TV 2 at 8:30pm Friday.
The show .has been leading the way for the revival o%
the night-time soap in the States, the likes of which
we h.ave not seen since the early nineties when Tori
Spelling had regular work and | could think of nothin

cooler than the Dylan nightie | got for my 10th birthday?

le'e 9021(_), The O.C. also refers to its location, the show
being set in the wealthy playground of Newpo’rt Orange
Cpunty. The show centres on Ryan, a kid from thle wrog
S|de_ of the tracks who is taken in by the wealthy Coeg
famlly. He fits the bill as the brooding outsider; next there
is Seth Coen, his geeky but loveable new brotlher' Ryan’s
h_oney', the girl-next-door Marissa, and then thé requi-
site bltghy mothers, slutty friends and arrogant guys
These l.<|ds, for they are only meant to be sixteen, are Iiv:
ing a life of mansions, flash cars, fashion paraéies and
endless beach-house parties. It is a welcome relief to
IS:ses thfat one TIV show has little regard for ‘reality’, un-
of course I'm simply n ing invi i
in Christchurch with SF;)Z/y ;:y?:mg 'nV'tedptO o
beautiful girls who love ripping
clothes off their already scantily
clad bodies and an abundance
of cocaine. The O.C. is not
groundbreaking television, but
!t is certainly an easy, entertain-
ing watch; and like most of us,
it will probably look better on
the downing of a few drinks.

Reviewed by Maude the yellow chicken

By Ingrid Lauder




By Nicki Hansen

HEave ya!
If you took part in the recent Ori-
entation festivities, the chances
are you got pretty drunk. Be-
cause of this, you may or may not
remember noticing a team of peo-
ple armed with Polaroid cameras
and breath-testers. This was the

Caapture team, a group of tertiary
students promotlng sober dnvmg

Throughout Orientation, Caap-
ture breath-tested and photo-
graphed more than 200 students
and recorded their breath/alcohol
results for further research. What
that survey indicated has sur-
prised even the somewhat jaded
sober-drive promoters. The New
Zealand legal breath/alcohol limit
is 150 micrograms of alcohol per

o %ﬁﬁmm

In Christchurch alone, last year
2139 people were convicted of
drink-driving offences. There
were 250 alcohol-related crashes,
resulting in 64 minor injuries,
17 serious injuries, and three fa-
talities. It has been suggested that
students are one of the leading
contributors to these statistics.
There are many potential reasons
for this. Students fall into the
age group of 18-25, traditionally
a group of big partiers and drink-
ers. For many students the cost of
a taxi is too expensive. When you
live beyond walking distance and
outside the after-hours bus routes,
then driving is all too tempting.

litre of breath for those under
20 years, and 400 for those 20
years and over. Ninety percent of
participants were over this limit.
The majority of participants rated
750 or more. Thirty percent of
participants rated off the meter,
meaning their breath/alcohol rate
was 1000 or more. And in case
you wondered, yes, engineering
students dominated this group.

Despite the high numbers of very
drunk people at Orientation, the
chances of incidents of drink
driving occurring were very low.
The vast majority of those sur-
veyed had organised responsible
ways of getting home, such as
walking (67%) or catching a cab
(20%). But it was still worrying
to find that four percent of those
who had failed the breath test
intended to drive home. For the
most part, student attitudes to
drink driving are encouraging. Of

those who failed the breath test,
76% thought they were over the
limit. However a concerning 24%
mistakenly thought they were
under the limit. While 78% of
those over the limit thought they
were not safe to drive, a worry-
ing 22% thought that they were.

What can we learn from this? By
all means keep drinking (obvi-
ously you are all very good at
it), but think beforehand about
how you are going to get home.
And remember, more likely than
not, you will be over the legal
breath/alcohol limit. The Caap-
ture team will be present in the
Foundry and at clubs events
throughout the year, so come and
find out what your breath/alcohol
rate is before you go home.

Cheers.

Caapture is generously sponsored
by Polaroid and Sobercheck.

Canta Magazine |www.canta.co.nz

a new commlttee

info please email

musocdetauls@hotmanl com

g musical theatre event
in Christchurch this year. For

more information please email

_musocdetalls@ho’cmaxl com

_tion Sessions).

student/careers and

Classifieds in Canta are free
_ to students. Deadline is
midday Friday. Please keep
them as brief as possible.
Send classifieds to: canta@
ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz.

_larly check Jobs and Evéfnté/. .

Employer Information Sessions.
. to find out more about:

Preparing a CV, applica-

tion form and covering letter?

° Preparing  for &
cessfut . job _interview?
» Emdmg Some Direction -
Which Jobs Would Suit Me?
Check
Se_m_f_nars ~ be prepared early!
‘Also,. check your student email
regularly for recruitment messag-

Su{if’" .

CareerHubEvents/CAS

es sent 'to'c_o‘urse groups by CA-S'; Vr

2004 GRADUATE RECRUIT—
MENT PROGRAMME

Target: Final year students (also

- Summer Internships for pre-final

year students) The followmg will

be of particular interest to stu-
dents in Accountancy, Finance &

Information Systems, Law, T plus

opportumnes for other degrees .

Empioyer informatlon Sessnons

this term: (Full details on Career-

Hub Events/Employer Informa-
Students at all
levels of study welcome to attend:

16/3 v PncewaterhouseCoopers .

~ can éemfe" an

Adviser. No nee

__ment, our drop-in se
~ Mon, Tues,

Wed & Fri:
Come up and

chures‘,
Careers‘f "

17/3 Emst & Young, 22/3 Ac- |

centure, 22/3 KPMG, 24/3 De-

loitte, 26/3 Reserve Bank, 29/3

‘ Treasury, 30/3 Fonterra Finance.
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1. What university club would Jake
The Muss start?

2. Describe Nandor Tanczos in one
word.

3. How many drinks do you think
would put you over the legal breath
alcohol limit for driving?

4. What movie would you most like
to see as a stage musical?

5. Is image everything?

Blair. MEFE. 6th Year.
1. Fight Club

2. Chicken (Nanda's)
3. Two
4. Tron

5. No. Beauty is only skin deep.

Jen. BCom. 1st Year.
1. Ballerinas Inc.

2. Happy-go-lucky

3.639

4. Finding Nemo

5. Yes. First impressions last.

Aaron. RELS. 1st Year.

1. Bar Brawls

2. Stoner

3. Three or four pints

4. Pink Floyd, The Wall

5. No. There’s more to everything

than just image. Image is just a
bonus.

Jamie. Psych. 2nd Year.
1. Bully Bashing

2. Correct

3. Not enough

4. Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
5. No. Not enough time in the day

for it to be everything.

Sophie. Stuff. 1st Year.

1. No idea

2. Compassionate

3. Two and a half

4. Lord of the Rings

5. No. Because you could be horren-

isfi i i t and it
usly disfigured in a car acciden
SR d wouldn’t matter. ?
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The New Zealand University Stu-
dents’ Association, or NZUSA,
is a nationwide federation of
students’ associations. It aims
to encourage co-operation be-
tween associations, and act as
a pressure group and national
and international representative
body for students. It currently
consists of nine students’ asso-
ciations with full membership,
and six associations with “as-
sociate” or partial membership.
The University of Canterbury
Students’ Association is cur-
rently an associate member.

On this matter, the UCSA is bound
by a referendum held in October
1998. Canterbury students voted
240-197 that “the UCSA should
withdraw from the NZUSA,” and
no binding vote on the subject
has been held since. To sort the
issue out, the UCSA is holding a
referendum on the matter on the
last three days of term one, from
the 31st of March to the 2nd of
April. In order for it to be bind-
ing (and either confirm or deny
the 1998 referendum), at least
400 students must vote in it, so
please turn out and let us know
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what you want us to do. The ex-
act wording of the referendum
will be settled on and publicised
before the referendum is held.

At the same time, a by-election
will be held to select a new Ex-
ecutive member, as Tony Purvis
(elected last year) has resigned.
If you're interested in standing,
contact the UCSA President,
Pete Martin (president@ucsa.c
anterbury.ac.nz) or the Return-
ing Officer (selection pending).

Leith McLean
UCSA Campaigns Portfolio




There may not be an election for a while but it pays to make
sure you're enrolled to vote - especially if you've turned 17 or moved house recently.
It's so easy! Visit our website, any PostShop or call us.




