









































guy'sin desperate need of

By James Richardon

HavE WRgE= GONE ‘IIII'I'S

Well?...have we? | would be inclined to say

“yes, yes we have gone nuts with cell-
phones”. | held out on buying a cell phone
for the longest time before friends convinced
me it was essential to my continued survival.
| previously maintained for the longest time
that a cell phone would just be extra baggage

for me and an un-required expense. Anyway,

I'ended up buying one and | re-joined society
and the busy mass of mobile communications
consumers. | still wouldn’t consider myself

to be any kind of hard-core or advanced cell-
phone user which would be obvious to you if
you could see how slowly | text! This is one

of the reasons | am not compelled to upgrade
my phone in order to keep pace with the ever-
changing technology of cell-phones on the
market. The lines are continually being blurred
_between new technology and cell-phones. The
average mobile communications consumer

is now confronted with a range of integrated
options into a ‘phone’. The age old cell-phone
has been transformed into a’type of glori-

fied pocket-sized computer with options for,
Internet, e-mail, organising, texting, gaming,
music, and remote-access combined with pho-
tographic and video capturing capabilities.

Long gone are the days when the mobile
phone was used merely as a mobile phone
(to speak to people!!!). | look back on old epi-
sodes of classic ‘80s teen shows such as “The
Fresh Prince of Bel Air" and ‘Saved by
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the Bell’ and remember them smugly strut-
ting around with what appeared to be a black
brickwith an aerial on the top and | think to
myself, sure those times were less convenient,
but they were sure as hell simpler. Are we
slowly losing the good old-fashioned values

of a phone call or a face-to-face conversation
ended with a firm handshake? One thing | did
notice during my anti-cell-phone days was that
| was constantly out of the loop. Everybody
else had cell-phones but | didn't (so it’s their
fault) and inevitably | received information last
and changes of plans became very last minute
changes. | would get the same old excuse

- ‘Well, if you had a cell-phone | could've -
texted you to say I'd be late’. "Well,” | would
reply, ‘if you'd stuck to the original plan we
made three weeks ago and been here on time

| wouldn'’t need a cell-phone now would 17",
These days we just fire off a text or an e-mail
or a pxt or whatever the hell else without say-
ing a word to anyone and this excuses us from
being considered impulsive or non-committing
because we didn’t actually talk face to face and
shake hands! One way of putting it could be
that while mobile communication is expanding
and providing more communication options, it
is also becoming more and more sterile.

We are gradually moving towards a globalised

yoonse lo

America has stolen your favourite piece of
light, Andrea? Yeah right! It was still there the
last time | checked, sedately by day, shining
by night, upon my insignificant life at least.
You speak as if you have more of a claim to
the Moon than they do. Can you see the flag?
| don’t think so. | look up at the moon, and
you're absolutely right, it is beautiful, sacred
and mystical; one of the most amazing things
in our world. As is the fact that we've been
there. And | mean “we” as human beings,
not America. When Neil Armstrong set foot
on the lunar surface, it was one of the most
momentous occasions in all recorded history,
something the entire world could marvel at.
Rich or poor, western or not, everyone can
take pride in this amazing achievement. And
you call this mere entertainment? You are
gravely mistaken.

You ask what this means, and call it a useless
fantasy. Well to me it means a great deal, and
yes, it is a fantasy. | mean, man leaving his
planet and walking upon another celestial
body, in many ways that is pure fantasy,
fantasy come true. For it is in pursuit of these

network of integration for communication anq”('

information. With this movement comes an
increasing reliance on cell-phones and this also
means an increase in potential danger. People
now, more than ever, have access to a huge
range of text and images with mobile Internet
access which raises questions of privacy and

restriction. Also, phones will become an increas-
ingly lucrative target for, to borrow'Bush’s terms,

“evil-doers” in the form of virus writers, hackers
and potentially, terrorism. On a brighter note,
a common and current social theory is that
cell phones are quickly replacing teen smoking

# pre we slowly losing the

good old-fashioned valges of
aphonecallora face-to-face

conversation ended with a
firm handshake?”

habits. It is believed that teenagers cannot
justify maintaining both a cigarette addiction.
and a cell-phone addiction and the trend is that
more teenagers-are opting for the phones. Well;
at least in this case, cell-phones are the lesser of
two evils (I think?).
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fantasies, these spectacular dreams, that the
human race has advanced from ages of war
and wanton destruction to the relative peace
and prosperity for all that we enjoy today.

Now don‘t get me wrong, | agree with a lot
of what you have said. The wastefulness of
western society upon frivolous entertainment
certainly appears disgusting to me, even
though | am (as you are, | am sure) a willing
participant. Sure, cultures and languages aré
being undermined in the pursuit of profits and
the rich man’s personal gain. It frustrates me
as well. But please don't take yours out on the
space program!

In photos from the Moon, you may see dirty
great footprints and a self-righteous flag, but

| see beautiful symbols of achievement withir!
a wonderful, miraculous setting, reminders 0
the mystical ambition that drives us all. You
say the Moon is sacred; | say the fact that wé
have been there makes it doubly sacred, an
even greater inspiration to all our secret hopes
and dreams. God forbid that it ever become @
billboard.

WANNA GET PUBLISHED???

Perfection is looking for budding poets,
geret short story writers, and FANTASTIC art
otk and photography to put in this semester’s
nthology.
ease hand in your submissions at the English
liice or e-mail them to defectperfection@hot
ailcom. Please clearly label if you want them
fiurned to you. Submissions from students of
bl fields are welcome!!!

GRAND AFFAIR - MALAYSIA
[GHT

steful surroundings. Romantic lights. Sumptu-
sfood. Music for the soul. Rich laughter. (not
bforget, lots of prizes - including a return ticket
b Malaysia) Malam Malaysia is finally here!

e Canterbury Malaysian Students’ Associa-

on (CMSA) will be holding their annual cultural
inner on the eve of Malaysia’s Independance

3. Come celebrate with us, to count down and
ant ‘Merdeka!’ on the stroke of midnight!

te: 30th of August, 2004

nue: Grand Chancellor Ballroom

0 further details, tickets, and to volunteer
erformances, setting up, etc), please contact
& at wyk10@student.canterbury.ac.nz or 021
44263

INE ARTS - FIELD TRIP

e 12th annual sculpture studio exhibition
dlled ‘field trip’ for University of Canterbury
thool of Fine Arts is on now. See it at Canter-
iy Museum from 18 August - 5 September.

CCAREERS
gareer Development & Employer Liaison Centre
fE YOU A FINAL YEAR STUDENT looking for
liduate employment in 2005, or a penultimate
o student looking for summer internships/
Uk experience? Our 2004 Graduate Recruit-
Ent Programme can provide you with these
Wortunities, so register now on Canterbury Ca-
F°'ub www.canterbury.ac.nz/student/careers
ularly check Jobs and Events/Employer
formation Sessions.
nelp with CVs, Interviews and Job Search
, read our free “Guide to Job-hunting”
and check Seminar dates on CareerHub

eck your student email regularly for
luitment messages sent to course groups by
Careers.

/4 GRADUATE RECRUITMENT
ROGRAMME

"%et: Final year students (also Summer
ltmships for pre-final year students)

hloyer Information Sessions:

1 Rydges Hotels & Resorts (Commerce, Mar-
Hing, Management)

Information Sessions:

18/8 Master of Audiology (Arts, Science), 14/9
Christchurch College of Education (All)
Application closing dates:

(Full details on CareerHub Jobs)

20/8 New Zealand Refining Company (Chem &
Elect Engr, Physics); 21/8 RWR for Telecom (All);
22/8 Winstone Aggregates (Internships for 2nd
Pro Civil & Mech Engr, Geology); 23/8 Mighty
River Power (Mech & Elect Engr); 25/8 Jones
Gray Partners (Civil Engr); Sinclair Knight Merz
Invercargill (Mech Engr); 30/8 Feltex Carpets (all
Engr); 31/8 Gaulter Russell (Finance, Commerce,
Marketing, Management)

GOT THE MID-YEAR WOBBLIES?
LOOKING FOR SOME DIRECTION
WITH YOUR STUDIES?

NEED YOUR CV CHECKED?

Whatever your year of study, you can come and
talk to a Career Counsellor

No need for an appointment, our drop-in ses-
sions are:

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 2pm-5pm;

Wed & Fri: 9am-12 noon.

Come up and see us - collect a free “Guide to
Job-hunting” plus employer brochures and
application forms. UC CAREERS, Level 7, Central
Library, Ph: 364 2591

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW AT SJS
Christmas Staff Wanted!

Are you outgoing, bubbly & have loads of en-
thusiasm? Do you have a passion for customers
& love creating gift baskets? An upmarket dept
store is looking for X’'mas staff for various gener-
al c/service & gift wrapping positions. Must have
7-day avail, able to work f/time during the festive
season etc. Interviews start wk of 16 Aug on-
wards, book it now! (Job Ref 258744)

Web Support Operator (FutureGrad)

Primary tasks: support online marketing
activites, create & maintain website marketing
materials etc. Req’s: HTML skills, background

in graphic design, relevant qual, exp in formal
documentation, excell verbal, written, spelling
& grammar, work well in a team. Immediate
start, p/time to start with, then f/time. Job de-
scription avail. Written application to be submit-
ted. (Job Ref 258796)

Technical Product Manager (FG)

Setting direction of core prod offering, liase

w national & international suppliers, attend to
dispute resolution, ensure prods meet legal &
safety std, manage inventory & warehouse,
tender/quote duties, oversee logistics func etc.
Req’s: relevant qual, exp & confidence in verbal
presentation, formal documentation, negotiation
exp. Job description avail. (Job Ref 258798)

Classifieds in Canta are

Deadline is midday Fr

them as brief as possible
to: canta@ucsa.c

Undie 500 is this FRIDAY! For those of
you that have got your car organised
you are in for the time of your life. Any-
one else who missed out or were not up
to the plate — you are still welcome at
the Send-Off to marvel at some of the
creations. Cars will be rolling into the
ARTS CARPARK from 9am onwards and
are due to leave at 12 midday.
Seriously though: The Undie 500 is a
great event, and we want to ensure

it is kept going for many more years.
Everyone needs to keep safety in mind,
as the last thing we want is for someone
to get hurt.

Some pointers to help you out:

» Watch out for eggs. Don't aim at
peoples heads — keep it safe. Sunglass-
es are recommended. The stage is for
prizes — so please, NO EGGS!

* Follow the marshals’ advice and direc-
tions; they are there to help.

« Take care driving into the car-park
—there will be people everywhere.
Burnouts and smoky vehicles are NOT
COOL!

* Pedestrians - watch out for cars.

« Avoid glass bottles - they break easy
and some people are bare-foot.

* The local cop will be there keeping

an eye on things so don't turn up in an
unregistered / unWOFed vehicle.

+ Be considerate of the public.

Don't be a dick — if there are problems
and people complain it could be the end
of the Undie 500, which no-one wants!
First Aid will be available if you require
it, just go to the stage and ask for help.
Any queries on the day - call Samo 027
4428877
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So there's this election coming up. It's for the UCSA
Executive. That sounds pretty important, huh?

The University of Canterbury Students’ Association is,
possibly, the most prestigious students’ association
in the country. Founded way back when this friendly

lecturer said to some students, “Hey, you dudes should
get an association together, and don’t let the university
control you.” Because this was when students actually
gave a damn about stuff, they went ahead and formed
the UCSA. They may have been drunk, but future gen-

erations of students would expect no less.

Today, the UCSA is huge. It's got pots of money. And it's
all ours.

Solwhy does the student body, by and large, view the
election of the Exec as kind of like the student council in
high school?
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i _crying shame that male candidates cannot let their crotches attempt -

“ the UCSA elections are important, be-
cause the student body is voting on who
they would most like'to have copious
amounts of deviant, kinky sex”’

consist of otherwise smart people who, when banded togetherto.
achieve stuff, bunk down in a corner and gossip instead of pass-
ing serious policy. Both elections are popularity contests, and the

. most you ever learn about the candidates in either contest consists:

of A4 pieces of paper with “VOTE THINGUMYBOB” or “COOLGUY
FOR PREZ-VP-TYPIST-WATERBOY-WHATEVER" and maybe a booby
picture if the candidate is a buxom female. (The Bachelor thinksit a

to garner them votes in a similar fashion: equal opportunities and all
that) At no point in either election do you learn about the candidate's
stance on the issues because to a large extent there are no issues.

However, the UCSA elections are important, because the student
body is voting on who they would most like to have copious
amounts of deviant, kinky sex; and who they would most like to
consume vast quantities of psychotropic substances.

So think carefully when lining up to get your mini chocolate [SEIRGIE
September. More lives than your own may be at stake.

Lest the Bachelor be accused of straying too far from his self-im-
posed academic mandate, he would like to spend a few words on the
subject of semiotics. Semiotics is the art of thinking critically about
signs. Signs are made up of the signifier and the signified. Some-
times the signifier is a floating signifier. The signature is the thing
you sign on your EFTPOS card. If you can follow that, you're su-
premely qualified to enrol in any American Studies or Culture Stud-
ies course: congratulations, let's see if you can make it to Dolphin.

The shortcut to accurate semiotic analysis (there’s an innuendo in
that word that the Bachelor will let you discover on your own) is o
break any given advert, TV show, movie moment or smarmy column
in a student mag into three categories: What is it, what does it seem
to mean, and what the right-wing llluminati conspiracy wants you to
think.

For example: at first glance, CSI Miami seems to be this cheery
little show about a plucky redheaded tber-detective Horatio solving
crimes and keeping the sunny, humid streets of Miami safe. On
closer scrutiny, the show is designed to inform the viewer that well-
funded police departments, forensic experts, and judicial services
are unnecessary because iiber-detective Horatio will handily solve
any crime all on his lonesome, taking off his shades at opportune
moments to say something pithy. What the llluminati are telling you,
though, is that David Caruso is a good actor, really, and on top of
that should be hailed as your personal Lord and Saviour rather than
the piss-poor excuse for a human being that he is. Really. He can't
even do a decent Grissom impersonation.

One needs to be careful about the application of semiotic analysis
(that word again) in everyday life, though. Yelling obscenities at the
television about how David Caruso'’s perforated lungs will decorate
your door will win you chuckles at first, but this gag is subject to
diminishing returns; and the Bachelor is cramped enough in the
doghouse as it is. So exercise caution, and only use the piercing
power of your intellect for good. Or for Awesome. Whichever grabs
your fancy.

In music news, Modest Mouse's new album, Good News for People
Who Love Bad News, is possibly the best album the Bachelor will
hear all year. He wants you all to go and buy it right now. He wants
you to make these fine lads extremely rich, but not so rich that they'll
turn into hamburger junkies and become too morbidly obese to
record any more, nor so famous that they are reduced to playing Top
of the Pops for a screaming pre-pubescent mob. Somewhere above
a clever Simpsons guest spot and somewhere below being convicted
for insider share trading would be ideal.

The Bachelor of Attendance is on his way, archgeneralissimo@hot
mail.com has been counting down the days. Finally we'll have some
fun; he’s got hugs for everyone.

In a way it’s a valid comparison. Both groups have a small clique sur- -
rounding them who actually care about their activities. Both groups

<BA, 1st Year ¥
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th, 50 neither.
oita, Bastard.

'he battéry centre guy.
Big/Yeti Alfresco.

itely not ‘Downs on the Bus’ article.
jow. | didnt know who the |
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toM THE OTAGO UNT GAMES

GHTELD FROM... HEHHEH. .
. TRUCE? G

1. Porridge or cornflakes and why?

2. Name one celebrity you'd like to
punch.

3. Who's bad?

4. What's the most offensive thing
you've seen in Canta, ever?

5. Who should run for UCSA President
in September’s election?

L[ DON'T You RCOGMESE [[AN, YourRE GaING To HaVE
ME, TLEY? T IS T | NARROW T DowN 4

1] Your ARCH-NEMESTS
|| 1've BEEN DBSERVING




P own, Soufh Africa, people f e’l"’rhe nght
fo vote is worth a ten hour queue.

LT

vete! value your vote.

Enrol for October's local body elections.

OO
2004 Local+DHB Elections

CHRISTCHURCH

CITY COUNCIL - YOUR PEOPLE - YOUR CITY

(UCSA PRESEN®S: BASH & UNDIRS COMBY

LUNCHTIME WEDNESDAY 18TH AUGUST
UCSA AMPHITHEATRE ( i

CHARITY BASH
ALL DONATIONS TO THE CANCER SOCIETY
hlINFSS

the Savagery of Settling the Score with the Bouncy Boxing
Grudge Mateh

HOW 10 CET HIGH ON CAMPLS

Race to the Top - Claim the Throne on the Climbing Towaei

RANT

Getitoff your chest - Have a rave about anything over the PA.

Positioning  Prizes  RDUDIS || (0 )0\

FROM 8PM THURSDAY 19TH AUGUST
UCSA BALLROOM

WARM UP YOUR

UNDIES
NIGHT.

Come and strut your
stuff in our underwear
fashion show and you
could be crowned the

for 2004.

Lots of pairs of

ladies and mens
‘underwear to be given
away. Underwear fashion
show, Wear it any way m:
can

Prizes on the night
Live covers band Levity
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