


EDITORIAL DRESIDENT

The editorial in this morning’s National Business Review ~35 headed “A vote for Labour: the
politically mature decision”. It begins in tones reminiscent of Churchill by declaring the time has
come for voters and “those newspapers that chose to 2xpress an opinion to finally decide which
party te support”. CANTA has never been short of opirions and never that reluctant to express
them, but when it comes to this week’s editorial, the last before the general election, | find myselt

rather at a loss.

There are many good reasons why | could copy the NBR and say to you, go forth and vote

Labour. Top

of the list would be a nuclear free New Zealand, Fran Wilde and the Ministry of

Women's Affairs. But like many once traditional voters the events of the last three years have left

me uneasy.

[ didn’t vote Labour last election so that the inner city professionals would rejoice in the joys of
an unregulated money market. (Actually | didn’t vote at all last time, | was too young). Like many
Labour voters | placed economic analysis into the too hard box and supported Labour for their

sacial policies and non-nuclear commitment.

I'still wouldn’t like to argue against Roger Douglas’s claims that there is no alternative to his
policies. Despite the NBR’s vote of confidence in the way he is managing the economy there are
people of credibility crhicising him. Monetarism hasn’t succeeded in either Britain or the United
States either if you consider the social cost in those countries in unemployment and poverty.

Economies isn’t my field but when Rogernomics hits the areas | vote Labour for then I'll start to
revise my loyalties. And it appears they’re under threat. Free education, open access to university,
universal health care, all of them heve come under the knife this year. At the moment we have a
brief reprieve, officially User Pays is not Labour Party philosophy. But neither was taxing

superannuation....

When it comes to the day looking at the lack-lustre opposition benches Labour will probably win
my vote and the election. But if they betray their commitment to people in the next three years I'l

be looking for an alternative next election.

[HEH

Scandal surfaced at the Wellington offices of
Salient last week. The brouhaha began when
Grant O'Neill editor of the Wellington Students’
Association newspaper, refused to run an ad
publicising a Christian sect’s “Learn-how-to-
stop-being-a-homosexual-sinner”  programme.
The programme run by an off-campus
fundamentalist group has drawn criticism at
Victoria, but the fundamentalists are fighting
back, launching a' jihad against Safient in the
form of a petition to roll editor O'Neill. Let's
hope the counter-offensive fails, because if one
group is incensed that Safient’s not running their
ads, and can dispose of the editor, where does
that leave our own CANTA head honcho,
Charlotte I know where my mother lives, too”
Denny ? Lest you forget, gentle reader, Denny
was responsible for refusing ads for the ter-
ritorials in CANTA not so long ago. And if you
think a bunch of Christian extremists are a for-
midable opponent, then a platoon or two of well-
oiled weekend soldiers is bound to put the object
of their wrath into a high-frequency underpants-
changing mode. The Fifth Columnist for one
isseriously considering investing in a E;ood
flak-jacket

Hearty congrats to ex-Debsoc Vice President
Smokin" Sam Fisher, who has since had a
sideways promotion to become President of the
Union. Sam’s road already looks like being a
rocky one, however with pitfalls in the form of
an Exec that, if the nominations are anything to
go by, will be stacked with your friends and
mine, the Engineers. Whether Sam'’s vision of
working closely with his executive extends to
sinking a few with the big boys we can only im-
agine, but we are sure, that all will co-operate
together to publicise next year's “Mouthguard
Fortnight”. It's quite amazing how such diverse
people really do have so many things in common,
like teeth.

Charlotte

perennial

CANTA's thorn-in-the-side and

pretender to the throne of representative student

rag Ormamental Carp kit the bookstands last
week renamed “Plaster Trout”.

It promised to “circumvent the conservative
editorship of CANTA so as to “prevent ideas
humour and opinions without censure”. The Fifth
Columnist, intrigued by the concept of a publica-
tion seemingly oblivious to mere technicalities
such as the defamation laws, perused Ceramic
Salmon with relish and an eye to spotting some
tobasco-hot items of gossip and scandal. Such
tithits could be watered-down so as to pass
muster from our “‘conservative”” editor and then
run inifth Column. But alas “Papier-machie
Piranha” failed to live up to its own publicity.
The latest issue is singularly boring to the point
of making the “Financial Times” look like an
anarchist underground newspaper. RIP
“alternative” student press.

the

And wh, the Fifth columnist asks, has been
the real winner out of all the executive and
presidential elections that have been going on
lately. ' Well, “rumour has it that CANTA
photographer Mike “I'm so poor” 0'Donnell, has
been making quite a killing by taking all the
publicity photographs for the candidates. But
Mike’s “professional’” services don't come

cheaply. We understand that every candidate -

who availed themselves of Mike's generous offer
ended up with almost no change out of....deleted
on legal advice. Never the less, it seems that all
the photographees are happy with Mike's soft
focus approach, and the CANTA staff are look-
ing forward to Mike’s shout at Happy Hour this
week.

It's ironic that the biggest high and the biggest low in my job in the last two months have both
centred on educational issues. 5

"It was a real high to stand in Cathedral Square on the night of the Education March and sep
that 3000 students cared enough about the future of education in this country to mobilise in sup-
port of it.

Contrast that with thisSweek’s events. On Wednesday, the University Council passed a Pro.
fessorial Board motion restricting entry to BSAD 201 and 202 in 1988. In real terms this wi
mean a cut of 320 students from the number enrolled this year.

In 1939, as Minister of Education, Peter Fraser said, “Every person whatever their level of
academic ability, whether they live in the town or the country, has a right, as a citizen to a free
education of the kind for which they are best fitted, and to the fullest extent of their ability., "
That philosophy of “open entry”” has long been the basis fo tertiary education in New Zealang,
Limitation of Entry compromises this principle. It says that in certain courses, regardless of the
academic standard attained by the applicants, there will be an upper limit of students accepted
for the enrolment.

Limitation of entry is a complex issue. It involves questions of differential salaries, adequacy of
funding, resource allocation, and the ability and willingness of the University to adopt to a chang-
ing student demand. We recognise that there are some courses in which limitation may be .
evitable. However it must always be ‘remembered that if we are to be true to the principle of
“education for all” limitation must remain an extreme measure — a remedy of the last resort.

What concerns me is the apparent trend in universities throughout the country of viewing limita-
tion as the easy means of getting around problems of funding and resource allocation. It's an gasy
way of stating publicly the reaction of the universities to the Government breaking their commit.
ment to increase funding in line with increased student enrolments. | have been deeply disturbed
by the half finished presentation of some recent limitation proposals. The BSAD limitation pro.
posal was characterised by a lack of evidence of any exploration of other options — of any
departmental review of workload, teaching methods, course organisation or assessment. There
was also a startling lack of research into the effectiveness of the criteria by which the depart-
ment proposed to select students.

Above all | was disappointed by the University’s approach to this limitation. Throughout the
discussion, there has been no question of accountability for performance, no independenit evalua-
tion from outside the department, no consultation with the Academic Policy Committee, and ng
real attempt to find other alternatives to limitation. :

So 320 students won't get into BSAD courses next year. Maybe that doesn’t concern you. But
what should be of concern, to the whole community, is that these limitations are being imposed
and creating university policy on a piecemeal basis. Slowly but surely, open entry is being eroded,
without our ever pausing to consider the wider issues involved, :

The challenge goes out, not only to the Universities to be more flexible and responsive to the
needs of students and the community, but also to the politicians who continue to mouth
platitudes about education for all and yet continually underfund the university system, further
jeopardising the principles of open entry.

One thing I'm sure of — the National Party’s entitlement system is not the answer. It is simply
an application of the “user pays” philosophy to post-graduate or second degree education. In my
opinion it would be a major step backwards — and one which will harm participation in higher
education, and cripple post-graduate research and the pursuit of higher learning. Besides that, it
will create an administrative shambles for the provision of undergraduate courses.

| don’t claim that there are any easy answers. But the vast number of recent tertiary education
reviews must provide us with some direction for the future. For the sake of that future, our
universities and our politicians must reaffirm their commitment to open entry, and do their utmost
to ensure that it can be a reality. In this election week, that's something to keep in mind.

On the subject of elections, congratulations to Sam Fisher — President Elect for 1988. And
don't get so carried away with the national race that you forget to vote in the executive elections
this Wednesday and Thursday.

Happy Voting
> Peter
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"USER-PAYS"!

Both have agendas for making you pay to come here to University. Year
by Year you will face a creeping increase of the USER-PAYS element.

ONLY THE DEMOCRATS STAND FOR

THE RIGHT TO FREE EDUCATION

Demacratic Policy includes: “Payment of tertiary bursary on an annual
living cost basis”

“Putting People before Profits”

Democ'ats This ad is sponsored by MacGeorge, Wood, and Blaikie, Barristers and Solicitors, Waimate. (enquiries to Waimate (0519) R |

This firm is looking for a young unqualified lawyer as a General Legal Practitioner in a country 1% fi
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