


















































SLACK JACK
TELLS U’S
WHERE ITS AT

New Zealand’s best-ever leader of the Opposition
(may he ever stay that way!) and worst-ever Prime Mini-
Minister, Slack Jack Marshall told a bored llam audience
recently that, because of the incredible liberalism
of the National Party, most of the University has, and
always will, vote National. It wouldn’t be surprising if
the majority of the University did in fact vote National
in the last elections — but it certainly wasn’t for the
Party’s liberal tendencies. Jack went on to show us why.

He began with a long, painfully boring diatribe
against the supposed transgressions of the Labour
Government in its Campaign Against the Newsmedia.
He contrasted the tolerance (remember the News Media
Ownership Act?) of the liberal National Party to the
totalitarian tendencies of the “Socialist” (his joke for
the day — he thought it was so good that he repeated it
several times) Labour Party. “The price of Freedom is
eternal vigilance”, he said, and then went onto haran-
gue the “small vociferous minority” in the universities
that complained.

The basic principles of the National Party were,
Jack stated, that people were more important as indi-

viduals than in the mass — people should be free to
make money, to exploit, to live in poverty, to do what
they liked as long as they didn’t become part of that
small vociferous minority or hurt others by breaking
the law. Thus he supported the right of people to run
their own business, but opposed compulsory superan-
nuation and trade unionism, and homosexual law re-
form. The Government shipping line was a clear blow
against that principle, he felt — but Compulsory Mili-
tary Training might again be necessary because of con-
ditions similar to those immediately after WWIIL. The
function of the State, he said, is “‘to create conditions
to enable the individual to exercise his enterprise to the
full” — i.e. to ensure that people have the best possible
conditions in which to make money.

Therefore, the National Party thought education
was “to get qualifications — to get the abilities neces-
sary to live the kind of life the individual wanted, to
live as a free person”. This was a legitimate function of
the State — as was medical care, the environment (‘“‘we
must keep a balance between the needs of the individual
and the need for development’’) and control of the
unions, including student unions. What he called “indus-
trial democracy’’ was that unions should not be militant
_ not that people should have a say in the running of
the industries in which they worked.

When questioned about why Piggy wanted to re-
strict the rights of student unions to spend their mem-
bers’ money (see “Canta” 3 and 4), he said “because
membership is compulsory”, but couldn’t see that it is
compulsory to pay taxes, but that the Government
wasn't limited in any way as to how it spent its money.
He was against compulsory unionism, but was a mem-
ber of the Law Society — the compulsory union for

lawyers. Homosexuality was unnatural, against the
public interest, and had a bad effect on attitudes to the
family, so he was against legalising it, but supported a
free vote on the matter.

He signed off, rather abruptly, with a short his-
tory of why lesbianism is legal.

Bye bye Jack — lots of love.

— Bill Rosenberg
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Thomas J. Watson Sen. was IBM’s chief
executive from 1914 until his death at age 82
in 1956, when his son, Thomas jun. succeeded
him.

Mr Watson (Sen) savoured a rah-rah at-
mosphere, and for years |.B.M. gatherings
were replete with slogans, epigrams, and,
above all, company songs, like “Ever Onward”
or “‘Hail to the 1.B.M.” Sample lyrics : —

Qur voices swell in admiration;

Of T.J. Watson proudly sing;

He’ll ever be our inspiration,

To him our voices loudly ring.

Though Mr Watson chose “Think" as
the company slogan, a more apt motto for
IBM would have been “sell”.

— From the ““New York Times Maga-
zine, reprinted in the Christchurch Press,4/8/73.
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"FIRST
ETURN

Written by, directed by, and starring Mervyn Thompson.
Court Theatre.

This is a rave review. Even so, if it isn’t enthusiastic
enough for some of you, supply all the praise you like, because
I mean it to be unstinted.

NOBODY SHOULD MISS “FIRST RETURN”. It’s not
just another Court show you can mildly regret not having seen,
like oh, well . . . This play is a beginning, a point of origin, a
land-mark to which we will look back and proud will be those
of us who can say “I saw the original “First Return” when the
author produced and played the lead”, and all the company
will fall silent in awe. Well, almost. One mustn’t be overroman-
tic, but I can barely overemphasise the significance of “First
Return” in the literature of New Zild. Thompson has had the
perception and courage to face the problem of our national
voice — our non-existent national voice, and our status as the
back yard of the world. I don’t claim that this is a great feat of
literature, but it’s the starting post and birdcage, set up in the
wilderness for subsequent writers. I'm sure that “First Return”
is the parent of some great literature.

The play is startling. From the initial juxtaposition of
the real — Simon’s arrival at the English immigration desk —
and the hypernatural — the weighted small talk of the accuser
at the desk — the play takes on its unique flavour — exciting,
intense, varied and fascinating. Not to mention indefinable, |
sat waiting for the next revelation of Thompson’s magical
stagecraft — for in this work, play and production are inextric-
able, which makes it so special, and so personal. It’s rather like
a circus, turn after turn, each different, each entertaining,
and marvellous (not an unsuitable image, since both Simon and
the Accuser appear as ringmasters of the Menagerie), but an
intensely serious circus, in which the ringmaster’s linking patter
has become the essential part of the performance: by this I
mean the conversations of Simon and Christine.

“First Return” is unified collection of theatrical devices,
of the most impressive kind, (though you don’t get much time
to gawp at them, there’s so much going on). They range from*
the mutual chaining of Mother and Father, to the wooden-
race commentary, to the hilarious vaudeville interview between
young Simon and the NZBC (which is neatly echoed later in
the play, when Simon tries the BBC) and the final maypole
dance, which is the best thing I've seen on the stage. Magnificent.

Thompson has a great gift for casting, but the best
casting in this play is accidental: His performance as Simon is

beautiful and sensitive and real, though only a fool would say
he was playing himself. No one else could have done it so well,
and we must praise the Lord for appendicitis. It’s worth seeing
the play just for that. David Hindin plays the Accuser with al:
most equal sensitivity, and displays his beautiful voice and ex-
pression, especially in the long speech where he describes his
dream. (That speech is one of the play’s major strengths, because
it betrays the Accuser’s humanity).

Judy Douglass gave all her charm and grace to Christine,
but nonetheless, did not succeed in making her likeable or real,
I was not sorry to see her in the Menagerie, 1 was inclined t0
wonder, impertinently, if she ever was real, Cathy Downs as
Girl gave a bravura display of vulgarity, yet moved and acted
with slickness. Catherine Wilkin was cold but efficient as
Woman, and I believe, very sexy. Personally, I found her cos-
tume unbecoming. Gerald Lascelles (Authority) and Edward
Fardell (Rough) were excellent within the limitations of their
caricature parts. Lascelles had his peak as the Army officer, and
Fardell in the NZBC interview.

The part of Fortuneteller did not extend Mildred
Woods at all. She seemed rather superfluous, but gave the
hammy part a good hammy treatment, Bob le Fevre suffered
likewise from an undemanding part, but was likeable neverthe
less.

But the strength of the menagerie was the chained
couple. Peter McCauley (bearing an uncanny resemblance t0
the Ed. of this institution) roared and bullied and wept mag:
nificently, and Judy Cleine was agonising and exceedingly
moving as Mother. The vision of her pain will remain with me.
¥ The setting and costuming were professional, but un-
ostentatious. All the details of the production were attended
to: the sure and expert hand of Thompson was everywhere. The
music well played by Pene Evison was a bit modern-empirical
for my liking, but the use of songs was a piece of Thompson
genius, and the maypole song at the end, using each character's
catch phrase in a ten-part canon was enormously good.

This is a clever play. It is also enormously intelligent. It
is a play of great feeling, but refuses any emotional indulgence:
Anyone who doubts the last, should consider whether any-
thing but the greatest emotional honesty, could have sent

Mother to her death saying “Buy the girls some new sockett
— Imogen de la Bere

KD
es

ort; infq ai
o e
bep, SOc Stuge, .. SOur t c
en ‘at; entss , C€
akep, 10N o5 Ass ~ With :
Ntgr. ! Ovey » fficis,  OCia N th studen®
MNtergs: € ing: " O¥ 5 52! Ney, Yion sois Uniyg, . CANTA no longer had anything aimed at &y
O sty Walg y ol c/jo2Per, ¢ 100, ¥ ‘1 be aimed at the small M~
Plaj Stuge,. ~als clj €r, o day, of init. |t seemed to bea s campV?
7S we, @n,Sat';"ho d/dque of ANTA o of Leftist-orientated political activists 7 Edito"
© bejp,~ eary 2 N0t p "CSist, hagt When asked to comment, CANTA t
9 * The . '8Ve 4 “Mce 5 |d no
ag, e th - ‘4 ""Ha, Ha!" but wou
= e by SOUI'C L bas' Murray Horton, said i it arty
Studep, © Said 4, © comment further. At the time of Wr'“nzvm
- ment.
~~ ths ar Braithwaite was not available for com

the horton ~

c;\iq‘-‘e

The main points th:
natureé of this “‘energy cris
1o the scene, the facts, tru
fits, the actual state of our
manity can best utilise the
10 US.

Well, viewed from a
gortages of oil ...i.e.eve
illion parrel s will run out
tion is only 20 'million bar
ough reserves to last for so
due to discoveries over the
more known reserves than

However there is a ¢
his whole business by the
powerful big business corp
xn interest in keeping oil a
foster the idea of immedia
Inthe United States where
the industry is surrounded
Morton Mintz was able to
myashington Post™ that th
sn information vacuum the
1o determine on a useful ar
the nation’s fuel reserves.

While there is this se
the first nine months of 1€
artificially induced shortag
the largest in the oil busine
Occidental increased its pr
by 35%. The composite to
wrease of roughly 50% with
dollars. In the fourth quart
ed even higher,

0IL COMPANIES, NOT A

HIKES, SHORTAGES.
The massive profits

companies were behind the

. Well known U.S. colum
New York Times’ summar
prtium of four. U.S. compa
; i Arabia) which suppor
Ind the price increase.
“Locked up in the fil
intended only for the eyes
¢ giant US oil combine en
Il prices,"”

He pointed out that .
Base would increase its rat
E Arab-Persian Gulf count
J€Ir prices anyway, it fittec
lonopolies. It should be po
B0 simply to calculate the
kles receive from the oil ¢
Walties paid by the oil con
i Ect their profits or mean

lause'any taxes which
Bdeduct on a dollar for do
8lon, Thus the most imme
I¢¢ hikes for the oil comp:
PClacular profits this year

Thus the atteropt to
e Arab producers is co
féced on certain countries
BYC0tt was to a large exter
B control almost all wo
_l"‘ Out shortages by direc

aN Usual to the countr
E € prices of oil can t
8Nnts of the 'ndUStry decids

RUSTS PLAN OIL WIND-
A recent book called
5 Tm Jean-Marie Chevz
3, It
- LPoints out a turn t
8 ned the whole busines
. fcefs relative to the cor
© Consumers,
F
'aced with this tight
df;ors — nationalisati
W; e fact that known
B j.s decided to wind u
na‘.fl\vmselves up to mair
) J\V: Sources of energy.
» ’r-afs = the oil trusts \
Y ;v«0unmes that are pol
- SJafr:ore demands of th
p < areas and oil prosj
eu;a'e fairly safe. The U
L ence in energy
, mowever several thing
e 5 al?stance the new e
T Present they are
: aN0euvre into a pc

these
n
Olveq W sources and

Y90
Wive

80no

BOUs f
Blrse,

ho

Iln Utilizing these ot
; 3
COmpanies have b

|
I
R
‘ Saawllse the price of Ar:
| : ve Price as that of
‘ gma"‘ages Japanese ¢
. "9 cheaper oijl, D
oplarofuts of the oil
= ; Process of incr
4 Energy compet
© 50 m
iy uch dez
asswely inflated, :



The main points that | want to deal with here are the
wre of this "‘energy crisis” which has all of a sudden burst on-
.nsthe scene, the facts, truths, behind it, including who it bene-
‘ns the actual state of our energy resources and finally how hu-

inar’!ity can best utilise the sources of energy which are available

10 US. .
3 Well, viewed from a long term perspective, there are world

nortages of oil . . . i.e. even the present proven reserves of 550
S‘H‘on barrel s will run out some day, although present produc-
:‘O” is only 20'million barrel s ainnually‘ At present we have en-
ough reserves to last for some time yet. In fact at the moment,
4ue to discoveries over the past couple of decades, we have far
more known reserves than in 1950.
However there is a shroud of secrecy maintained around

this whole business by the oil trusts which make up the most

werful big business corporations in the world. These trusts have
an interest in keeping oil availability figures low so that they can
foster the idea of immediate shortages which justify high prices.
n the United States where five of the seven oil giants are based
the industry is surrounded by such a shroud of secrecy that
Vorton Mintz was able to comment in the November 11, 1973
Washington Post"’ that the government and congress was in such
40 information vacuum that it didn’t know how, or wasn’t trying
{0 determine on a useful and comprehensive basis, the extent of
the nation’s fuel reserves.

While there is this secrecy there is also the fact that in

the first nine months of 1973 the oil corporations, as a result of
artificially induced shortages, raked in massive profits. Exxon,
the largest in the oil business, increased its nett profit by 59%.
Occidental increased its profit by 40 %, Gulf Oil by 60%, Texaco
by 35%. The composite total of 31 companies was a profit in-
wrease of roughly 50% with nett profit being nearly 4% billion
dollars. In the fourth quarter during the boycott, profits rocket-
ed even higher.

0|L COMPANIES, NOT ARAB PRODUCERS, BEHIND PRICE
HIKES, SHORTAGES.

The massive profits of 1973 led many to believe that oil
companies were behind the sharp increases in the price of Arab

il Well known U.S. columnist Jack Anderson, in the January 10
New York Times'* summarised material from ARAMCO (a con-
prtium of four. U.S. companies which exploit the oilfields of
fudi Arabia) which supports the view that the oil trusts are be-
ind the price increase.

“Locked up in the files of ARAMCO", Anderson wrote,
ntended only for the eyes of its top executives, is evidence that
egiant US oil combine encouraged Saudi Arabia to increase
Bl prices."

He pointed out that ARAMCO calculated that a price in-
Base would increase its rate of return. While it is obvious that
¢ Arab-Persian Gulf countries would have probably increased
ir prices anyway, it fitted neatly into the plans of the oil
lonopolies. It should be pointed.out that the new Arab rate is
#0 simply to calculate the amount of royalties that the Arab
lites receive from the oil companies. These increases in the
bfalties paid by the oil companies to the Arab states in no way
iect their profits or mean they ‘“have’’ to raise their own prices
f@use any taxes which they pay abroad they are allowed to
d0educt on a dollar for dollar basis from taxes they pay Wash-
jlon, Thus the most immediate and important result of the
Ic¢ hikes for the oil companies is the assurance of even more
FCtacular profits this year than last year.

ly a fool would say
have done it so well,
tis. It’s worth seeing
he Accuser with al-
wtiful voice and ex-
re he describes his
ajor strengths, because

1d grace to Christine,
g her likeable or real,
s, I was inclined to

|. Cathy Downs as

it moved and acted
but efficient as

ly, I found her cos-
ority) and Edward

. limitations of their
the Army officer, and

‘ Thus the atternpt to lay the cause of any price increases

the Arab producers is completely false. Nor are the restrictions

Béced on certain countries the cause, since the selectivity of the
*i00tt was to a large extent destroyed by the big oil trusts,

| Ih control almost all world oil trade, as the trusts tended to
¢ 0Ut shortages by directing greater quantities of nonArab
Blthan usual to the countries affected by the Arab restrictions.
! the extent to which the big oil trusts can control and mani-
ate the prices of oil can be seen from their size, and the seven
s of the industry decide the attitudes of oil trusts.
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2. . The oil trusts want to make governments finance their
plans — which means ordinary people will have to pay.
The American trusts which already enjoy staggering finan-
cial benefits are now clamouring for bigger subsidies to be-
gin exploiting new oil desposits.

3. They want to increase their share in the distribution of
petroleum products, as an added bonus.

ARTIFICIAL CRISIS CREATED.

To put the finishing touches on what they needed to
achieve their aims the big oil trusts created out of whole cloth
the idea of a fear-laden energy crisis by evoking a whole mass
psychosis about energy shortages and oil exhaustion. Govern-
ments have fallen in behind with desperate measures being taken
to cut consumption because of the ‘‘shortages”, radio stations
ask people to set up car pools etc. (Meanwhile tankers, filled
with oil, sail round at sea not going anywhere and oil companies
cut down supplies showing the patent falseness of the “short-
ages”’.) The development of mass psychosis, the authenticity
given to the “‘shortages’’ by desperate Government measures in
many countries, was necessary to make people swallow big price
increases, necessary so the oil trusts can obtain more state subsi-
dies and necessary so the trusts can get out of environmental pro-
tection measures.

The trusts, for whom money comes first, have been par-
ticularly brassed off by legislation aimed to protect the environ-
ment, Ecology legislation has stopped them in some cases from
pollution and destroying the environment in their drive for gigan-
tic profits. If the trusts can make out there are critical shortages
they can try to get people to accept that some destruction of the
environment is necessary. In the United States an unwilling
Government was forced, through public pressure, to pass anti-
pollution legislation. They will be most willing to repeal this
legislation and help out the oil trusts if the public can be duped
into believing this legislation must go. Big trusts and their sup-
porters are already rushing out the propaganda, pressing their
attack on pollution restrictions. In the US ““Congressional Re-
cord” February 27, 1973, for instance, an official of the New

England Fuel Institute is quoted thus:
“The ecologists have had their day and may be leading us
to doom. We cannot build refineries — we cannot build
deepwater offshore terminals — we cannot complete the
Alaskan pipeline — we cannot drill for offshore oil — we
cannot burn coal or high sulfur residual oil at any time —
we cannot stave off disaster, unless this changes!"
Hopefully US ecologists will not be slow to refute such lines by
which big companies destroying the environment are claiming to
be the benefactors of mankind against the “evil” ecologists.
So it is obvious that this ““crisis’’ is artificial — made up
by the big companies. The Arab boycott is in no way respon-

sible: for instance the oil trusts made up the “‘shortage” in the US
spring ‘73 well before the Arab.boycott. The boycott itself was
something of a blessing to the trusts as it strengthened their lies
and also provided a scapegoat, as epitomized in the racist sticker,
“Save fuel — burn an Arab’’. What did happen was that the trusts
cut down on production, creating this totally artificial crisis,
through operating at only 75—80% capacity, and having tankers
already full with oil not delivering it. And so the situation of
high demand, low supply and thus big price rises.

So we see who' is behind this fabricated crisis and what
they are getting out of it. And it's not just the oil trusts that are
raking in the loot — though they’re certainly getting lots more
than anyone else. Other businesses are utilizing it for their own
profit too. In some countries rises have taken place in the cost of

different forms of heating, private electricity companies are
upping prices. And it is the working class and others who are ex-
ploited and oppressed by the capitalist system who are paying
through the nose.

The oil industry has demonstrated the utter inability of
private monopolies to develop resources in a way that truly bene-
fits humanity and yet then turns around and expects others to
pay for this inability . . . to pay so that these giants can once
again rake in record profits and get control of other energy
sources to continue doing so.

The last two points. | want to deal with are the actual state
of various energy forms and how they can best be utilized in the
service of humanity and not in the service the tiny minority of
super-millionaires, and their cohorts who run things at present.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE NOW

In the immediate period if Governments, such as the
present Labour one, really had the interests of the people at
heart, they could meet the oil trusts’ hikes head on and force
them to open their books so that people could get the full run-
down on these crooks. Nationalisations, without compensation,
should take place against these sharks to eliminate their specula-
tive manoeuvres and thus Jower sales prices. Across the board
wage and pension increases should be granted (including provis-
ions for a student wage) with an inbuilt sliding scale thus meaning
automatic increases as the cost of living rises.

POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS

In the sphere of energy resources, there are two theses
held in some quarters which should be commented on. The first
thesis, that the coming energy shortage results from exhaustion
of natural resources of oil and coal is but one aspect of the
coming exhaustion of all mineral raw materials. And second that
two of the main energy sources — oil and atomic power — en-
danger the survival of the human race by the pollution that their
use inevitably entail%.These arguments are often associated with
the advocates of Zero Economic and Zero Population Growth,
but are also used in various interpretations by the political
fronting for big business, because these arguments are false and

— Philip Ferguson —
reactionary.

ARE ENERGY SOURCES RUNNING OQUT?

There is no scarcity of useable energy resources, given
present technological capacity. Although oil reserves are slowly
but steadily being used up new discoveries are constantly being
made. As pointed out known oil reserves today are nine times
higher than two decades ago. Besides, the figures for how much
oil is left come from the trusts which have a vested interest in
underestimating them. In addition to various sources which, ad-
mittedly, must run out for some time, there are a whole gamut
of natural energy sources which are infinite and almost infinite . .
yet at present untapped. Apart from nuclear fission, one can
think also of solar energy, which is infinite, geothermal energy,
sea energy harnessed through exploiting the temperature dif-
ferentations in layers of water and even wind energy. Thus the
idea of exhaustion of energy resources, and of oil in particular,
does not correspond to reality. In reality ‘‘energy crisis’’ the
potential shortage of energy, results not from natural exhaustion
or shortage but from economic deficiencies in the capitalist sys-
tem based on the profit motive. For in the capitalist system pro-
duction is continued or new production started only if it promi-
ses to yield a profit at least equal to the profit that can be made
through investing elsewhere.

BIG BUSINESS, CAPITALIST SYSTEM AT FAULT

We have seen behind the “‘energy crisis’’ the utter inability
of capitalism to organise a harmonious development of energy
production and satisfaction of human needs. More and more this
system, as Marx and Engels pointed out so long ago, turns the
forces of production into forces of destruction, against human-
ity. Pollution is an excellent example of this , . . capitalist firms
pollute because their main concern is profit and it's not so
profitable for them to spend extra money guarding against pol-
lution. The longer the capitalist system goes on the more danger-
ous it's going to be just to be alive!

The capitalist system also wastes an incredible amount of
energy, . . for instance in this society things are built not to last!
What is said about ““they don’t build houses etc like they used to”
is quite true. In the US big companies deliberately build auto-
mobiles which will fall apart in three years. This means gigantic
profits for big business but is a complete waste of energy, (inclu-
ding human energy), and socially speaking it is completely use-
less. Then there’s all the energy wasted in advertising, or most
of all perhaps, all the energy wasted in armaments: think of the
waste of energy resources for all the armaments Washington used
in Vietnam. The labour hours spent in these things is a waste of
time, people forced to do labour which is un-necessary. There's
another example: according to the December 18, 1973, “’Le
Monde'* decent insulation in houses would allow a reduction of
30—40% in the consumption of energy for heating. But the prof-
its of the real estate and building industries require construction
at the lowest possible cost. They put in the bare essentials . . .
some walls, a slab of concrete at the bottom and a roof on top.. . .
and the people who take the house have to do the rest, regard-
less of their means, and if they can’t pay for insulation, then
that’s too bad!

The capitalist system is responsible for this whole mess and
is the biggest block to progress. We have a choice between the
barbarism that capitalism offers us and the alternative of
socialism which would be capable of assuring a harmonious de-
velopment in the production and supply of energy and the satis-
faction of human wants, Socialism would eliminate private
and minority control over the wealth of the world, It would end
the anarchy and mess created innately by capitalism and would
institute a planned economy of the people, by the people and
for the people, thus also allowing for production without pollution,
the best use of energy and the elimination of waste thus allowing
a shorter working week while at the same time increasing the
wealth of society as a whole, and the best conditions of life for
everybody as their birth right.
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