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Perhaps the most ancient of all methods of fortune telling, 
Astrology was known in parallel forms in ancient Egypt, Baby­
lonia, India, China and America. Originally its use was primarily 
as an instrument of society - to forecast weather changes, natu­
ral disasters and the outcome of political struggles. Mundane As­
trology, as this is termed, has been responsible for pTedicting 
many of this cent~y•s most important events. It is also, inciden­
tally, responsible for the widely spread notion that the sun is at 
present moving from Pisces into Aquarius (this will not happen 
for another 700 years - at present what is occurring is simply 
the first appearance of Aquarian int1uences in the earth's horo-
scope). . 

Astrology can also be used like Tarot Cards, to find out 
the future of an idea. This is done by drawing up a horos'cope 
of the zodiac at the moment the idea occurred, and is known as 
hora!Y astrology. However, by far the most common use of As­
trology today is natal astrology and its specialised branch - sun 
sign astrology. In order to make an accurate individual horoscope, 
one finds the time and place of birth (in Greenwich mean time, 
latitude and longitude). From this the positions of the planets at 
the time of birth can be ascertained, and once G.M.T. is converted 
into "real" or Sidereal time, the position of the constellations 
can be found. The sky is then divided into twelve roughly equal 
parts, each of which with the planets in it, stands for a different 
aspect of life, and each of which is ruled by one of the twelve 
signs of the zodiac. All this requires charts of planetary positions 
(an ephemeris), Tables of "Houses" (as the twelve parts are called) 
and other minor tables for converting time and place into mean­
ingful astrological data. Obviously therefore, we cannot hope to 
explain fully how to make a natal horoscope and "progress". it (a 
method by which the destiny of the person over years after his 
birth can be accurately traced) in this short article. I recommend 
the "Waites Compendium of Natal Astrology" complete with 
tables if you are interested in individual "horoscopes. If you 
write in to "Canta" with the time of your birth aJJd birthplace, 
I will be happy to give you a brief natal survey for the sum of 
$3,00 (several hours work are involved). 

Anyhow, I do not intend to go into the intricacies of the 
Astrological art in this essay (a more qualified astrologer can do 
this for you should you join the learning exchange). Neither do 
I intend to look deeply into the question of why astrology 
works, though I would suggest two possibilities. Some, including 
the lecturer of Astrology at Auckland University, argue that 
radiation from stellar and planetary bodies is responsible for the 
effects (at birth the radiation pattern is impregnated in the out­
er brain cells of the individual). I think psychologist Carl Jung's 
explanation, though at first glance less materialistic, is more 
logical.He put forward a theory called synchronomity, by which 
all events happening at any one time are linked as closely as 
cause and effect are linked in time. Thus what is occurring in the 
heavens as viewed from earth, and what is happening on earth 
at the same time, are fundamentally related. 

What we can do in the space of this short article is to give 
a brief survey of the zodiac as used in sun sign astrolpgy. Each of 
the seven astrological "planets" represents a different aspect of 
the human makeup. Mercury, in its stellar position, and its "re­
lationship" to the other planets represents the intellect, Venus 
the affections, the Moon the basic disposition (even the subcon­
scious). The Sun represents the personality. An astrologer well 
verseii in the zodiac as sun signs can tell at a glance what sign 
someone is (most likely you have met someone who can do this 
yourself). 
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m h Even a basic understanding of the zodiac signs can unveil 
~c of the value of astrology to the sincere student. As you be­
act! :ee th~ undeniable truth of Astrologe_r's claims, through 
wh· h ~penence, you cannot fail but experience the same awe 
SCi tc s attracted great minds throughout history to this 
ne::\ You become aware that all things in the universe are con­
sco 

1 
Y patterns as yet not fully understood. Individual horo­

teni"~ lave the ~dvantage of bringing to your attention the po­
cepi\o Weak pomts afld virtues which every person without ex­
lllriet n possesses, and making you appreciate simultaneously the 
reaso Y and Yet essential unity of all life. These are certainly the 
it is 1:~vwhy oc_cultism in the west has encouraged the study, and 
11iE SUNards this end that I present this short note. 

SIGNS 
Which ~Y apologies for the descriptions. I could .find no sources 
Comple _owed adequately for peoples of darker races in the 
ARIES ~on ~olouring. 
(spring. Anes represents the initial impulse (thesis) of the year 
type of 1:11 nort_hern hemisphere) - the idea of self, the arche­
?Y desir~ !~duality. _T?~re!ore the ~ian can be distinguished 
tdeas and tkoneen~g tnJtrattve, a rash !mpulsive passage through 
llates the h ough life and volubility in conversation. Aries domi­
head troub~ad, meaning that Arians are prone to nervous and 

es. 
Descripf 

strong bod ions - average stature, spare, Jean, but with 
lllddy, thici :ead broad a! t~p, long neck, complexion dusky or 

oulders. Hau light to reddish (dark in those hav-

-
ing the ram-like face with busy eyebrows), eyes blue to grey, 
sometimes light brown. 
TAURUS - Taurus is the initial substance (antithesis) of self, 
representing the concept of possession (including the past as 
possessions). Thus Taureans show inertia, practicality, concrete 
"earthiness", energy and determination (Hitler was a Taurus). 
Through Taurus represents the neck, Taureans are also subject 
to heart and kidney troubles . 

Description - average to short, heavy, thickset, inclining 
to stoutness. Broad forehead, Big mouth with t1eshy lips and 
cheeks, prominent eyes. Black or coarse sandy hair, usually 
wavy, nose usually large. 
GEMINI - Gemini, the primeval synthesis, represents linkage 
and the urge to integration through rhythm and form. Geminis 
thus evidence intellect, nerve-action, changeability, duality, 
restlessness, literary and artistic skill. They face troubles with 
their lungs, and with general nervousness. 

Description - tall stature, thin body, long face, sanguine 
or obscure and dark (in this case the eyes are very beautiful, 
usually hazel); hair light in fust third of sign, after very dark; 
long arms, quick and active. 
CANCER - This sign is the concrete foundation for the 
growth and expression of the individual. Cancerians show a con­
cern for basics - the domestic scene, the soul and psychic feel­
ings, imagination, sensitivity, receptivity, (even suggestibility). 
They suffer much from gastric and stomach troubles. 

Description - average to small, fleshy large upper body, 
round full face with prominent forehead. Small blue or grey 
eyes, brown hair, usually short up-turned nose. 
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LEO - Leo is the power to express individuality, showing man 
as the actor, the creator. Leos show self-expression, authority, 
love of pleasure and the arts, and all in all a dynamic intensity. 
Leo rule5 the heart, which is, with the back, their weak point. 
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Description - tall to average, big boned, though lean in 
younger life, yellow or dark flaxen hair , sanguine or florid com­
plexion. Blue or grey, or grey-brown eyes, commanding carriage. 
VIRGO - Virgo represents discrimination through analysis and 
formation of judgements on life. Virgos will thus be found to be 
critical, analytical, ready-to-serve though selfish, orderly and 
utilitarian. Their weak point is the digestive system. 

- Richard Bolstad. 

Description - tall to average, ruddy or dark complexion, 
hair and eyes dark. Peculiar outstanding nose, oval face. 
LIBRA - Libra is objectivity and the realization of that which is 
not of the self. Consequently, Libras show sociability, affableness, 
love of beauty, sympathy, balance and justice. Eating troubles 
centred on the kidneys beset Librans. 

Description - tall to average, well formed body and face 
with soft "red and white" complexion. Smooth long flaxen hair 
(dark in latter part of sign), stout in later life. Usually blue eyes 
(in rare cases hazel or brown). 
SCORPIO - Scorpio represents the desire to unite with the not­
self, and the regeneration of energy. Scorpions tend towards sex, 
occultism, will, obstinacy, revengefulness and driving force, and 
their weak point is the sex organs. 

Description - average to tall, strong hairy body, hair 
usually thick, coarse and curling, ill shapen "squashed" nose, the 
face reminding one of an eagle. 
SAGITI ARIUS- This sign shows the expansion of relationship 
into abstract fields, giving Sagittarians open-mindedness, honesty, 
compassion, a desire for new fields especially in ideas, a tendency 
-to generalise, and a love of the outdoors. The weak point 
of the sign is the hips and thighs. 

Description - above average stature, wiry but well formed 
body, hair light brown or chestnut to dark (tendency to baldness), 
peculiar front teeth. Eyes usually blue or hazel. 
CAPRICORN - Capricorn represents the concrete foundation for 
relationship, and life in the social setting. Capricorns show am­
bition, perseverance, political genius (both Nixon and Mao Tse 
Tung are Capricorns) reserve, industry and reliance on social 
factors. 

Description - average to short, bony body, angular face, 
narrow chest, and weak knees (the bones especially the knees are 
Capricoms' weakness). Peculiar carriage, lank and thin, usually 
dark hair. 
AQUARIUS - This sign shows the power to express creativity 
and idealism in relationship. Aquarians are idealistic, huminatar­
ian, disposed towards collective movements and group feelings 

_ (Karl Marx was an Aquarian), dramatic and creative, and speak­
ing out for mankind. Aquarians suffer from poor circulation. 

Description - average to short, thickset, usually plump. 
Complexion pearl white to sanguine. Hair flaxen or sandy, 
darkening, with maturity. Long face, hazel or blue eyes. 

PISCES - This, the final sign, has the confusing meaning of re­
lationship judging itself and withdrawing into meditation. 
Pisceans develop openness to life, mysticism, conventionality, 
self abnegation and inferiority feelings. 

Description - average to short, short thick limbs, hair 
from light brown to dark, prominent and sleepy, perhaps red­
dened eyes, often peculiar feet (these being Pisces weak point.) 
Large.face with pale complexion. 
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New Zealancf's best-ever leader of the Opposition 
(may he ever stay that way!) and worst-ever Prime Mini­
Minister, Slack Jack Marshall told a bored 11am audience 
recently that, because of the incredible liberalism 
of the National Party, most of the University has, and 
always will, vote National. It wouldn't be surprising if 
the majority of the University did in fact vote National 
in the last elections - but it certainly wasn't for the 
Party's liberal tendencies. Jack went on to show us why. 

He began with a long, painfully boring diatribe 
against the supposed transgressions of the Labour 
Government in its Campaign Against the Newsmedia. 
He contrasted the tolerance (remember the News Media 
Ownership Act?) of the liberal National Party to the 
totalitarian tendencies of the "Socialist'.' (his joke for 
the day - he thought it was so good that he repeated it 
several times} Labour Party. "The price of Freedom is 
eternal vigilance", he said, and then went onto haran­
gue the "small vociferous minority" in the universities 

that complained. 
The basic principles of the National Party were, 

Jack stated, that people were more important as indi­
viduals than in the mass - people should be free to 
make money, to exploit, to live in poverty, to do what 
they liked as long as they didn't become part of that 
small vociferous minority or hurt others by breaking 
the law. Thus he supported the right of people to run 
their own business, but opposed compulsory superan­
nuation and trade unionism, and homosexual law re­
form. The Government shipping line was a clear blow 
against that principle, he felt - but Compulsory Mili­
tary Training might again be necessary because of con­
ditions similar to those immediately after WWII. The 
function of the State, he said, is "to create conditions 
to enable "the individual to exercise his enterprise to the 
full" - i.e. to ensure that people have the best possible 
conditions in which to make money. 

T-herefore, the National Party thought education 
was "to get qualifications - to get the abilities neces­
sary to live the kind of life the individual wanted, to 
live as a free person". This was a legitimate function of 
the State - as was medical care, the environment ("we 
must keep a balance between the needs of the individual 
and the need for development") and control of the 
unions, including student unions. What he called "indus­
trial democracy" was that unions should not be militant 
- not that people should have a say in the running of 
the industries in which they worked. 

When questioned about why Piggy wanted to re­
strict the rights of student unions to spend their mem­
bers' money (see "Canta" 3 and 4}, he said "because 
membership is compulsory", but couldn't see that it is 
compulsory to pay taxes, but that the Government 
wasn't limited in any way as to how it spent its money. 
He was against compulsory unionism, but was a mem­
ber of the Law Society - the compulsory union for 
lawyers. Homosexuality was unnatural, against the 
public interest, and had a bad effect on attitudes to the 
family, so he was against legalising it, but supported a 
free vote on the matter. 

He signed off, rather abruptly, with a short his-
tory of why lesbianism is legal. 

Bye bye Jack - lots of love. 
- Bill Rosenberg 

IBM 
Thomas J. Watson Sen. was IBM's chief 

executive from 1914 until his death at age 82 
in 1956, when his son, Thomas jun. succeeded 

him. 
Mr Watson (Sen) savoured a rah-rah at­

mosphere, and for years I.B.M. gatherings 
were replete with slogans, epigrams, and, 
above all, company songs, like "Ever Onward" 
or "Hail to the I.B.M." SampJe lyrics : -

Our voices swell in admiration; 
Of T.J. Watson proudly sing; 
He'll ever be our inspiration, 
To him our voices loudly ring. 

Though Mr Watson chose "Think" as 
the company slogan, a more apt motto for 
IBM would have been "sell". 

- From the "New York Times Maga-
zine, reprinted in the Christchurch Press,4/8/73. 
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NOBODY SHOULD MISS "FIRST RETURN". It's not the play just for that. David Hindin plays the Accuser with al- es receive from the oil c, 
just another Court show you can mildly regret not having seen, most equal sensitivity, and displays his beautiful voice and ex- yalties paid by the oil corr 
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Return" in the literature of New Zild. Thompson has had the wonder, impertinently, if she ever was real. Cathy Downs as Thus the attempt to 
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The main points that I want to deal with here are the 
e of this "energy crisis" which ha~ all of a sudden burst on­

oa~~e scene, the facts, truths, behind it, including who it bene-
to the actual state of our energy resources and finally how hu­
: ~itY can best utilise the sources of energy which are available 

to US, • h Id Well, viewed from a long term perspective, t ere are wor 
hortages of oil . .. i.e . even the present proven reserves of 550 
~illion barrels will run out some day, although present produc­
tion is only 20 million barrels ~nnually. At present we have en­
ough reserves t~ last for some time yet. In fact at the moment, 
due to discoveries over the .past couple of decades, we have far 

re known reserves than in 1950. 
1110 

However there is a shroud of secrecy maintained around 
h. whole business by the oil trusts which make up the most 
t ':erful big business corporations in the world. These trusts hav1 
po nterest in keeping oil availability figures low so that they can 
;" :er the idea of immediate shortages which justify high prices. 

1
~\he United States where five of the seven oi1 giants are based 
he industry is surrounded by such a shroud of secrecy that 
tM rton Mintz was able to comment in the November 11, 1973 
o . h "Washington Post" that the government and congress was in sue 
information vacuum that it didn't know how, or wasn't trying 

::determine on a useful and comprehensive basis, the l!xtent of 
the nation's fuel reserves. 

While there is this secrecy there is also the fact that in 
the first nine months of 1973 the oil corporations, as a result of 
artificially induced shortages, raked in massive profits. Exxon, 
the largest in the oil business, increased its nett profit by 59%. 
Occidental increased its profit by 40 %, Gulf Oil by 60%, Texaco 
by 35%. The composite total of 31 companies was a profit in-
crease of roughly 50% with nett profit being nearly 4½ billion 
dollars. In the fourth quarter during the boycott, profits rocket-
ed even higher. 

OIL COMPANIES, NOT ARAB PRODUCERS, BEHIND PRICE 
HIKES, SHORTAGES. 

The massive profits of 1973 led many to believe that oil 
companies were behind the sharp increases in the price of Arab 

r.Well known U.S. columnist Jack Anderson, in the January 10 
ew York T imes" summarised material from ARAMCO (a con­
rtIum of four U.S. companies which exploit the oilfields of 
udi Arab ia) which supports the view that the oi l trusts are be-
nd the price i ncr-ease. 

" Locked up in the f i les of ARAMCO", Anderson wrote, 
tended only for the eyes of its top executives, is evidence that 
giant US oil combine encouraged Saudi Arabia to increase 

I prices." 
He pointed out that ARAMCO calculated that a price in­

ase would increase its rate of return. While it is obvious that 
Arab-Pers ian Gulf countries would have probably increased 
ir pri ces anyway, it fitted neatly into the plans of the oil 
nopolies. It should be pointed out that the new Arab rate is 

simply to calculate the amount of royalt ies that the Arab 
esreceive from the oil companies. These increases in the 

valties paid by the oil companies to the Arab states in no way 
ect thei r profits or mean they "have" to raise their own pr ices 
c.use any taxes which they pay abroad they are allowed to 
deduct on a dollar for dollar basis from taxes they pay Wash­
on. Thus the most immediate and important result of the 

ice hikes for the oil companies is the assurance of even more 
ctacular profits this year than last year. 

Thus the attempt to lay the cause of any pr ice increases 
the Arab producers is completely false. Nor are the restrictions 
ced on certain countries the cause, since the selectivit·y of the 
Ycott was to a large extent destroyed by the big o i l trusts, 
•eh control almost all world oi l trade, as the trusts tended to 
ie out shortages by directing greater quantities of non Arab 

c than usual to the countries affected by the Arab restrict ions. 
Juit the extent to which the big oil trusts can control and mani­

late the prices of oil can be seen from thei r size, and the seven 
nts of the industry decide the attitudes of oil trusts. 

TqUSTS PLAN 01 L WI ND-UP 
A recent book called "The New Stakes in Oil " by ·French 

nornist Jean-Marie Chevalier is devoted to analysing the 
s. It Points out a turn taken in the oil market in 1970 which 

tened the whole business, strengthening the pos ition of the 
Odhucers relat ive to the companies, and the companies relat ive 
t e consumers. 

Faced with this t ightening of the market caused by num­
ous factors - nationalisations, shipping costs, etc., and, of 

rse, the fact that known oil reserves w ill run out some t ime, -

0 trusts decided to wind up on oil. In the long run they hope 
: 1themselves up to maintain their monopoly , this time on al-
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ve sources of energy . In the medium term - the next 10 
rl/ears ~ the oil trusts want to extract themselves from third 
~- countri es that are politically unstable and that have been 
r;ng more demands of the trusts. They want investments in 
,e safe areas and oil prospecting being directed where the corn­
s are fairly safe. The US trusts also want to re-establish US 
endence in energy. ' could have sent ,, 

ls some new sockettes • 
- Imogen de la B~~ 

n FHowever several things stand in the way of the trusts' 
• Or Instan h · lise ce t e new energy sources are more expensive to 
t so at Present they are not compet it ive with o i l. The trusts 

1111~ manoeuvre into a position where t hey can get the profits 
olve:\~ new_ sources and yet make others pay for the expense 
big .

1 
Utilizing these other energy sources. Th us since 1971 

sive 
01 

companies have been launching a three pronged of-c\ique 
,ta_ at studeots 
anything a,me\ minoritY 
med at the sma rnPus. 

.• ts on ea 
,l itical activis A Editor, 
:omment, CANT Id not 
Ha, Ha I" but wou MartY 
he time of writing, 

mrnent. 
,ailable for co 

Ra ise the . . . 
sa Price of Arab and other third world oil to the 
ate Price as that of US oil in order to cut out the present 
ge~antages Japanese and European industrialists have of 
the ing cheaper oil . Doing this will also massively increase 
Wh:irof its of the oil trusts, and this will set in motion a 
ces ~ Process of increases which will make the new sour­
Won\ ~nergy competitive and profitable because they 
mas . e so much dearer than oil once the oil prices are 

SIVely inflated. 
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2. The oil trusts want to make governments finance their 
plans - which means ordinary people will have to pay. 
The American trusts which already enjoy staggering finan­
cial benefits are now clamouring for bigger subsidies to be­
gin exploiting new oil desposits. 

3. They want to increase their share in the distribution of 
petroleum products, as ao added bonus. 

ARTIFICIAL CRISIS CREATED. 
To put the finishing touches on what they needed to 

achieve their aims the big oil trusts created out of whole cloth 
the idea of a fear-laden energy crisis by evoking a whole mass 
psychosis about energy shortages and oil exhaustion. Govern­
ments have fallen in behind with desperate measures being taken 
to cut co~sumption because of the "shortages", radio stations 
ask people to set up car pools etc. (Meanwhile tankers, filled 
with oil, sail round at sea not going anywhere and oil companies 
cut down supplies showing the patent falseness of the "short­
ages".) The development of mass psychosis, the authenticity 
given to the "shortages" by desperate Government measures in 
many countries, was necessary to make people swallow big price 
increases, necessary so the oil trusts can obtain more state subsi­
dies and necessary so the trusts can get out of environmental pro­
tection measures. 

The trusts, for whom money comes first, have been par­
ticularly brassed off by legislation aimed to protect the environ­
ment. Ecology legislation has stopped them in some cases from 
pollution and destroying the environment in their drive for gigan­
tic profits. If the trusts can make out there are crititlll shortages 
they can try to get people to accept that some destruction of the 
environment is necessary. In the United States an unwilling 
Government was forced, through public pressure, to pass anti­
pollution legislation. They will be most willing to repeal this 
legislation and help out the oil trusts if the public can be duped 
into believing this legislation must go. Big trusts and their sup­
porters are already rushing out the propaganda, pressing their 
attack on pollution restrictions. In the US "Congressional Re­
cord" February ?,7, 1973

1 
for instance, an official of the New 

England Fuel Institute is quoted thus: 
"The ecologists have had their day and may be leading us 
to doom. We cannot build refineries - we cannot build 
deepwater offshore terminals - we cannot complete the 
Alaskan pipel ine - we cannot drill for offshore oil - we 
cannot burn coal or h1gh sulfur res idual oil at any time -
we cannot stave off disaster, unless this changes I" 

Hopefully US ecologists will not be slow to refute such lines by 
which big companies destroying the environment are claiming to 
be the benefactors of mankind against the " evil " ecologists. 

So it is obvious that this "crisis" is artificial - made up 
by the big companies. The Arab boycot t is in no way respon-

sible : for instance the oil trusts made up the "shortage" in the US 
spring '73 well before the Arab boycott. The boycott itself was 
something of a blessing to the trusts as it strengthened their l ies 
and also provided a scapegoat, as epitomized in the racist sticker, 
"Save fuel - burn an Arab" . What d id happen was that the trusts 
cut down on production, creat ing th is totally art ificial crisis , 
through operating at only 75-80% capacity, and having tankers 
already full with oi l not del ivering it . And so the situation of 
high demand, low supply and thus big pr ice rises. 

So we see who is behind this fabr icated crisis and what 
they are getting out of it. And it's not just the oil trusts that are 
raking in the loot - though they're certainly getting lots more 
than anyone else. Other businesses are util izing it for their own 
profit too. In some countries rises have taken place in the cost of 

different forms of heating, private electricity companies are 
upping prices. And it is the working class and others who are ex­
ploited and oppressed by the capitalist system who are paying 
through the nose. 

The oil industry has demonstrated the utter inability of 
private monopolies to develop resources in a way that truly bene­
f its humanity and yet then turns around and expects others to 
pay for this inability . .. to pay so that these giants can once 
again rake in record profits and get control of other energy 
sources to continue doing so. 

The last two points I want to deal with are the actua l state 
of various energy forms and how they can best be utilized in the 
service of humanity and not in the service the tiny minority of 
super-millionaires, and their cohorts who run things at present. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE NOW 
In the immediate period if Governments, such as the 

present Labour one, really had the interests of the people at 
heart, they could meet the oil trusts' hikes head on and force 
them to open their books so that people could get the full run­
down on these crooks. Nationalisations, without compensation, 
should take place against these sharks to eliminate their specula­
tive manoeuvres and thus fower sales prices. Across the board 
wage and pension increases should be granted (including provis­
ions for a student wage) with an inbuilt sliding scale thus meaning 
automatic increases as the cost of living rises. 

POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS 
In the sphere of energy resources, there are two theses 

held in some quarters which should be commented on. The first 
thesis, that the coming energy shortage results from exhaustion 
of natural resources of oil and coal is but one aspect of the 
coming exhaustion of all mineral raw materials. And second that 
two of the main energy sources - oil and atomic power - en­
danger the survival of the human race by the pollution that their 
use inevitably entail\.These arguments are often associated with 
the advocates of Zero Economic and Zero Population Growth, 
but are also used in various interpretations by the political 
fronting for big business, because these arguments are false and 

ARE ENERGY SOURCES RUNNING OUT? 
There is no scarcity of useable energy resou rces, given 

present technological capacity. Although oil reserves are slowly 
but steadily being used up new discoveries are constantly being 
made. As pointed out known oil reserves today are nine times 
higher than two decades ago. Besides, the figures for how much 
oil is left come from the trusts which have a vested interest in 
underestimating them. In addition to various sources which, ad­
mittedly, must run out for some time, there are a whole gamut 
of natural energy sources which are infinite and almost infinite .. 
yet at present untapped. Apart from nuclear fission, one can 
th ink also of solar energy, which is infinite, geothermal energy, 
sea energy harnessed through exploiting the temperature d i f­
ferentations in layers of water and even wind energy . Thus the 
idea of exhaustion of energy resources, and of oil in particular, 
does not correspond to reality . In reality "energy crisis" the 
potential shortage of energy, results not from natural exhaust ion 
or shortage but from economic def iciencies in the capitalist sys­
tem based on the profit motive. For in the capital ist system pro­
duction is continued or new production started only if it promi­
ses to yield a profit at least equal to the profit that can be made 
through investing elsewhere. 

BIG BUSINESS, CAPITALIST SYSTEM AT FAULT 
We have seen behind the " energy crisis" the utter inability 

of caP,italism to organise a harmonious development of energy 
production and satisfaction of human needs. More and more this 
system, as Marx and Engels pointed out so long ago , turns the 
forces of production into forces of destruction , against human­
ity. Pollution is an excellent example of this . . . capitalist firms 
pollute because their main concern is prof it and it 's not so 
profitable for them to spend extra money guard ing against pol ­
lution. The longer the capitalist system goes on the more danger­
ous it's go ing to be just to be alive ! 

The capitalist system also wastes an incredible amount of 
energy, . . for instance in th is society th i ngs are bu i lt not to last! 
What is sa id about "they don't build houses etc like they used to" 
is quite true. In the US big companies deliberately bu ild auto­
mobiles which will fall apart in three years. This means gigantic 
profits for big business but is a complete waste of energy , (inclu­
ding human energy), and socia l ly speaking it is completely use­
less. Then there 's all the energy wasted in advertis ing, or most 
of all perhaps, all the energy wasted in armaments : think of the 
waste of energy resources for all the armaments Washington used 
in Vietnam. The labour hours spent in these things is a waste of 
t ime, people forced to do labour which is un-necessary. There's 
another example : accord ing to the December 18, 1973, "Le 
Monde" decent insulat ion in houses would allow a reduction of 
30- 40% in the consumpt ion of energy for heating. But the prof­
its of the real estate and building industries requ ire construction 
at the lowest possible cost . They put in the bare essentials ... 
some walls, a slab of concrete at the bottom and a roof on top ... 
and the people who take the house have to do the rest, regard-
less of their means, and if they can't pay for insulation, then 
that's too bad! 

The capital ist system is responsible for this whole mess and 
is the biggest block to progress. We have a choice between the 
barbarism that capitalism offers us and the alternative of 
socialism which would be capable of assuring a harmonious de­
velopment in the production and supply of energy and the satis­
factwn of human wants. Socialism would eliminate private 
and minority control over the wealth of the world . It would end 
the anarchy and mess created innately by capitalism and would 
inst itute a planned economy of the people , by the people and 
fo r the people, thus also allowing for produ ction without pollution, 
the best use of energy and the elimination of waste thus allowing 
a shorter working week while at the same time increasing the 
wealth of society as a whole, and the best conditions of life for 
everybody as their birth right. 
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