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LETTERS POLICY Letters CANTA welco~es readers' ~pinions on issues discussed in the magazine and other relevant topics.All letters should be 
200 words maximum. Please tndude your name, address, phone# and Swdent I.D.#. le.tters should be received byW d typed, e . noon, 

Letter of the Week 

-0~~-
Philov Kontemt's enigmatic 'poem' 
earns the writer a $30 UBS voucher 
for Letter of the Week. We hope this 
cheers Philov up. 
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We want a parking building, you hear 
them cry. A place to put our shiny 
toys, sheltered from the sky. Fuck 
your fucked environment, and screw 
the bloody planet, when I run out of 
fresh air, well, by god they'll have to 
can it. Shelter me from wind and rain, 
I'm a little bit rathetic, and cycle hel-
mets on my head, they make my hair 
look hectic. I learn to work, to con-
sume, to buy, and my god conven-
ience is no pie in the sky. When I'm 
hungry it's there. I don't need to go 
far. I don't even have to move from 
my surrogate car. So get out of my 
way, I'm coming on through, ram 
your idyllic surroundings, and screw 
your hippy bullshit too. When my life 
is over, and all I am is done, I'll have 
my triple bypass, and I'll convince 
myself I won. For my life it was a 
battle, my comfort over theirs, I'll 
ignore the fact we all lost, as I fought 
down through the years. 

Philov Kontemt 
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In response to 'Are You Being · 
Scared?' in CANTA Issue 4, the 
Marxist Society seems to have taken 
the UCSA's concerns about students' 
especially female students', safety o~ 
campus very lightly, or in the totally 
wrong context. They probably all 
have their cars 'parked right outside 
their offices or buildings, but many 
of us aren't that lucky. It has been 

Gmade even less safe for commerce 
6students with the !?cation of the new 

commerce buildtng. Last year it. 

wasn't so bad going into the various 
departments when they were located 
in the James Hight tower; at least then 
it wasn't so lonely. Since the users of 
the library have walked past the li-
brary it's 'every man for himself'. I 
suppose the Marxist Society thinks 
that I'm weak for being scared to be 
in the general area of the new com-
merce building (much less parking 
lots) at night or on the weekend. Well 
I really don't give a shit. I'm weak; 
sue me. I pay enough money in fees 
to be properly protected and secure 
in my university and department 
while trying to do what I came here 
to do- study. 

A concerned M.Com student 
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Dear John Vosburgh, 
regarding your concerns about LSD: 
You believe in informed choice, let's 

discuss facts. 
- liver/heart failure : evidence? You 
may be confused with Ecstacy which 
has a well-known dehydrating effect. 
- Epilepsy - evidence? (possibly trig-
gered by strobe lights). 
- Psychosis - LSD has long been 
known to mimic schizophrenia (and 
has been used to gain knowledge of 
this disorder). For most people this 
effect disappears completely. A fam-
ily history of schizophrenia is the 
only contra-indicator to use. 
- panic attacks/anxiety/unpleasant 
hallucinations : setting is by far the 
biggest factor in these effects. If you 

stay in a safe place with good friends 
and don't mix with other drugs then 
these are rare. 
- flashbacks : very rare, probably re-
sponses conditioned to stimuli while 
tripping. Hypothesis : bad setting-> 
bad trip-> bad flashback 
(LSD does NOT 'crystallise' in the 
body to be 'dislodged' later - as some 
scaremongers claim) 
- LSD is often cut with other drugs : 
false - a study of over 1000 street 
samples were tested 99.5% contained 
nothing but LSD. Another myth is 
that acid is cut with Strichnine. This 
has NEVER been detected and could 
not reach dangerous dosages on a 
blotter tab! • 
- Please stop spreading misinforma-
tion. 

Some references : 
"LSD - A Total Study" - ed. Sankar . 
( it's in the library) - anti 
recreational use 
http://www.hyperreal.com/drugs/ 

psychedelic/lsd/LSD-FAQ-New 
- pro ! :) 
[ letter abridged - full copy avail-
able at CANTA office ] 

A Raver 
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Christianity is overlooked and under-
estimated by many people today. You 
say Jesus Christ and the Christian 
faith aren't real. The biggest proof of 
Christianity being real is the 'BI-

BLE'. Many people don't even think 
about. If God were not involved in 
its production how else could a his-
torically correct collection of records 
and fables that were written over a 
period of two and a half thousand 
years (the newest of which is just 
under 1900 years old) be combined 
in the book called the Bible? 
You may be saying 'well it's still ir-
relevant today'. Wrong. The Bible 
tells us about every aspect of life and 
prov-ides helpful guidelines that will 
lead you to a more enjoyable and ful-
filling life. I can vouch for this my-
self as this has happened to me. 
I guarantee that there is something in 
the Bible that will interest everyone. 
There are accounts that range from 
rapes and murders (Judges 19 vv20-
30) to love songs (Songs of Solo-
mon), strife and terror (Mark 14 
vv66-72) to peace and prosperity 
(Genesis 13), intelligence and wit 
(Luke vvl 9-26) to complete faith 

• (Acts 3 vvl-10) to name just a few. 
The Bible also tells us that Jesus was 
not a boring person at all. It tells us 
that he was the most radical man to 
walk the earth. He stood up for God's 
plan. This is new and outrageous, it 
challenges the rules and regulations 
of our culture with facts we can be-
lieve in, that will save us and give us 
eternal life in heaven. 

Andrew Buxton 
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F@#K I hate rugbyheads! Especially 
farmboy ones. Thank God there's not 
as many down here in Canterbury as 
there is in my home town. 

My flatmate is a rugbyhead and what 
a loser he is too. Apart from being a 
bit simple he has that unbelievable ar- • 
rogance of the rugbyhead who's fi-
na\ly realised that he's not good 
enough to make the All Blacks or 
even a semi decent varsity team. But 
instead of waking up to himself he's 

become even more of a toss and 
spends his days watching the rugby 
and lying to the rest of us about how 
he used to be better than certain All 
Black legends. 

Like most rugbyheads he has a pre-
occupation with grunting, vomiting 
on himself ,pissing out of windows 
(especially closed ones - way to go 
champ) and trying to be hard. Per-
haps this last one is understandable 
because like most rugbyheads he's 
probably a ten secqnd squirter and 
therefore needs to try constantly to 
reassure himself. 

He even keeps a photo of his mem-
ber which he names after a barnyard 
animal in his drawer. This must be 
so he can distinguish between it and 
the little finger on his right hand! 

Still, never mind, when he's finally 
failed at everything . else there's al-
ways the old man's farm (and the old 
man's sheep) to go home to. 

Love Mavis 
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I have seen your editorial concern-
ing the Voluntary Student Member-
ship debate that is currently raging 

. on New Zealand's university cam-
puses. 
As a former student (1981-84) I com-
ment that voluntary membership 
seems an excellent idea to me. In the 
real world organisations have to jus-
tify their existence by providing 
products or services that the market 
demands. If they cannot do that, they 
fail. I have nothing against ~tudent 
unions. They quite reasonably could 
provide quality services to members 
and thrive. There is no reason for 
compulsion. In my days at university, 
student money was frittered away on 
political causes such as sponsoring a 
bus load of protesters to travel from 
Auckland University to Gisbome, the 

Letters 
site of the first All Blacks v Spring-
bok test that year. Money was wasted 
on producing newspapers full of po-
litical drivel that nobody read and 
was lost hand over fist on inefficient 
catering operations. 
The suggestion that universities 
could not provide the ser'{ices that 
student unions do now is in fact a tacit 
admission that student unions do not 
serve their members' interests. If they 
did, there would be no concern as to 
their future. Yet, it is obvious that 
supporters of compulsion believe that 
voluntary unions would fail. 
Finally, let's not drag out the red her-
ring of low participation in the 
Waikato Students' Union poll. The 
majority of students can have their 
say by choosing whether or not to 
join. That's true democracy. It i.s ar-
rogance in the extreme for anybody 
to decree that its membership should 
be mandatory. 

Philip Ross 
(Student atAuckland University 
1981-84) 

Briony Sands and 'Super Hooter Girl' 
Please see the Assistant Editor. 

What did Heavens Gate 
Cult members call their 
bodies and what were 
some missing? 

First Person to 
Coffeeworks with the 
correct answerWINS 
the weekly prize 
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'Litt1ife<f Space. 

Notices 
TE AKATOKI (Maori Students Association) 
AGM April 16, 2pm, Shelley Common Room, UCSA. Election time. 

MOD SQUAD (Scooter Club) 
* AGM Thursday, April 10, 6:30pm Lower Comhton Room, UCSA. 
*Video Screening 'Quadrophenia' after AGM at about 8pm, also in 
Lower Common Room, UCSA. . 

The University of Canterbury Live Roleplaying Club will be hold-
ing an SGM on Saturday, April 19, at Flat 2, 2 Whiteleigh Ave, 
Addington; for the purpose of electing new officers. The meeting will 
open at 7:00pm, and all members are,encouraged to attend. 

Skiers and Snowboarders: win one of two season passes to Temple 
Basin at.the UCSC AGM, 8prp.April 9, Lower Common Room, UCSA. 

Corrections: 
-Waikato Vice-Chancellor Brian Gould was incorrectly noted as a 
'former Conservative MP in Britain' in Issue 4. Mr. Gould was actu-
ally a Labour MP. . 
-The Marxist Soc believe the university is an 'anti-intellectual creche', 
not the UCSA, as was stated in Issue 4. They also do not doubt the 
UCSA are well intentioned with their safety campaign. 

Gef an· Af>f'lic.afi2n fr2tt1 ST A Travel T 2<1ay 
Applic.afi~ti·s cl~se 1st May 1'1'17 FoR MORE 1NFORMAT10N coME ALONG To THE LcR 6PM APRIL 17 

What's On 
Keeping yourself nice 
(Things you can tell your 
parents about): 

lunchtime recital. Canterbury Cellists @ 
School of Music. Listen to the music or 
laugh at the way they sit.Admission $2. 
Thurs, Apr I 0, I . I 0pm. 

Physics and Astronomy Seminar. Dr 
Brian Lawrence on 'The general circula-
tion of the middle atmosphere' . 
Heavensgate has increased everyone's 
interest @ Room 70 I, Physics and As-
tronomy Dept., Fri, Apr I I, I I am. 

Students with Disabilities Society @ 
UCSA Board Room, Fri,Apr 11, I lam. 
All welcome. 

Strain your Brain 
(Things that will make you more 
interesting at parties): 

1997 Wellington Fringe Film Festival. 
Entries are now being sought for the 
three categories: the Short film festival, 
the New Zealand Music video awards 
and the Capital City Accolades. Defi-
nitely increase pulling power by open-
ing the 'I can make you a star' casting 
couch option.Anyone wishing to enter 
or nominate an entry can get entry de-
tails from CANTA 

EDITOR'S TIP: Toronto writer and 
thinker John Ralston Saul argues that our 
society is only superficially based on the 
individual and democracy. Increasingly it 
is conformist and corporatist.Tune into 
'The Unconscious Civilisation' @ Na-
tional Radio (675AM), Thurs, Apr I 0, 
8.06pm (Part I of 5: 'The Great Leap 
Backwards') 

May you live between 
Interesting Walls. 
(Art and Stuff): 

Whirlpool Patterned Poetry and Korean 
Paper @ the Salamander Gallery. An 
exhibition by Lee Kyung Ok.Worth go-
ing to see just to experience whirlpool 
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patterned poetry. Until April 20. 

Attached by Frances Joseph and Arcanum 
by Fiona Gunn @The Physics Room at 
the Ar ts Centre. Described as an 'instal-
lation'; could be anything.April 5 - May 
11. 

Meanwhile @ School of Fine Arts Gal-
lery. Photographs by Vanessa Jack. Pho-
tographs are the least threatening form 
of art. Until April I I. 

Look towards the lights. 
(Film around now): 

Bevis and Butt-head do America@ 
Hoyts 6 and Hoyts 8. Let's face it, we 
spend too much time acting like a re-
sponsible adult. Regress. 

Hotel de Love @ Regent.A hotel with 
a room called 'Love in the Outback'. Feel 
good but fun. 

Welcome to the Dollhouse @ 
Rialto.Too many memories of childhood 
for me. But recommended for those 
without my personal demons. 

I I 
,I 




