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The Liberation Movements in Angola organise
themselves very much in the same way as does F.R.E.L.I.
M.O. Like Mozambique there are liberated areas in
Angola, perhaps not quite as much of the country is
liberated as in Mozambique, but in those areas which
are liberated, M.P.L.A. (Popular Movement for the
Liberation of -Angola) is building up an administrative
infrastructure with schools, hospitals etc. Neto, the lea-
der of M.P.L.A. sits very rarely in his offices at the
external headquarters in Lusaka — most of the time he
is up at the front, fighting with the people of Angola.

One of the factors which is going to increase
the success of the liberation struggle in Angola has been
the agreement which has been reached between two
of the groups in Angola, M.P.L.A. and F.N.L.A. (National
Front for the Liberation of Angola). F.N.L.A. is
based on Zaire on the northern Angolan border, and
until recently, it has not been possible for M.P.L.A. to
operate from the Zaire border; now a situation has
been created in which M.P.L.A. can become a much more
effective fighting force.

NAMIBIA

There are no liberated areas inside Namibia, but
the South West Africa People’s Organisation (S.W.A.P.
0.) the major liberation movement in Namibia, is
openly organising and fighting within the country.
There is a lot of fighting in Ovamboland and especially
along the Caprivi strip, and the guerillas receive a lot of
help from the Angolan liberation movements.

One of the major forces inside Namibia has been
the church. Up until 5 years ago, the church was a
very powerful institution in the political life in Namibia.
It was run by white German Lutherans. Five years
ago, a mini-revolution occurred, the whites were
thrown out and the blacks took control of what was
their own church. The church lost none of its power
as a result of the change, but now the church leaders
were saying that Namibia should be free. An example
of how much a threat this was to the South Africans oc-
curred recently: when one of the leading black church-
men wrote in his pastoral letter, which was distributed
to all the churches and to his congregation, that he
thought South Africa should get out of Namibia, John
Vorster was on the next plane to Windhoek to discuss
the matter with him.
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A second factor which was very important in buil-
ding a climate where a liberation movement was possible
was the effectiveness of the strikes in Ovamboland. These
strikes completely paralysed the Namibian economy, and
in such a way that the economy has still not completely
recovered.

SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa differs from each of the previous
four countries, Namibia, Rhodesia, Angola and Mozam-
bique in that there is no country bordering South
Africa which is a free, independent African state. All of
the other four countries are bordered by an independent
African state which can be used as a base. In South Af-
rica we have a situation in which the country is com-
pletely surrounded by racist states, which the excep-
tion of Botswana. This is one of the major reasons
there has been no armed guerilla struggle such as there
has been in the other four countries.

Secondly, the very urbanised nature of South
African society has created a situation in which it is dif-
ficult for guerillas to flourish.

The liberation movements of South Africa make
it quite clear that they see their role at the moment as a
three-fold one: firstly, informing the international com-
munity of the horrors of apartheid, and what they're
doing about it; secondly, working inside South Africa
politicising the people so that when armed guerilla
struggle becomes possible, the people will be with
them; and thirdly, the liberation movements are training
soldiers in free Africa in preparation for the time when
they can enter South Africa and wage the struggle
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with and on behalf of the people of their own
country.

THE FUTURE — OUICKENING TEMPO

What of the future?

. 1973 was the watershed year in Southern Africa
and from 1974 on, the momentum of the liberation
struggle is going to increase dramatically.”

I think that this is a correct assessment. We can
look at a number of factors which point to increased
intensity of the liberation struggle.

Firstly there is the question of the Tanzam railway.
Once Zambia is no longer economically dependent on -
the trade routes to the south for her imports and ex-
ports, it will be in a position to take a much tougher
attitude towards the Southern African states, and to
give much more aid and assistance to the liberation
movements; and of course, Zambia is the most
strategically placed of all the free African states.
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At the same time, with Zambia no longer econom-
ically dependent on trade routes to the south and east
and west, the liberation groups in Rhadesia, Mozambique
and Angola will be in a position to blow up, to bomb and
to completely destroy the rail links these states have with
their ports.

A second factor we can look at is the oil embargo
on the Southern African states. All the people we spoke
to on this said, without exception, that the embargo
would have'a tremendous effect in the long term. In the
short term they may be able to find stop gap measures,
but in the long term they’re really going to be stuck.

The third factor which one can look at in terms of
the future is the position of the Botswana Government.

Botswana, again, is geographically very significant.
Politically, Botswana, along with Lesotho and Swaziland,
has been described as an economic hostage of South
Africa. But two things have happened in the past year
which already show signs of hardening the attitude of
the Botswana Government towards South Africa: firstly
a number of people from Botswana were killed in the
Carltonville mine massacre, but secondly, and more
significantly, there have recently been discoveries of
large deposits of copper and other minerals; and this is
going to give Botswana an economic independence
from which is going to flow a political independence.

Fourthly, we can look at the increasing support
that the liberation groups are receiving — diplomatically
and materially. While increasing humanitarian aid and
assistance is important, the most important facto¥ is the
increasingly sophisticated military equipment the liberation
movements are receiving. In both Mozambique and An-
gola, the liberation movements have surface-to-air missiles,
which can strike down Portuguese planes.

The final area we can look at is the Southern Africa
“domino theory” — the people in Southern Africa talk
about what the situation would be like when one of
the five countries fell, and especially the effect this
would have on South Africa; and certainly it just needs
any one of those five to fall for there to be a significant
change in the liberation struggles in the other four.

So | think that one can certainly see a number of
signs which indicate very clearly that the struggle in the
coming years is going to be intensified, and is increas-
ingly going to be a successful struggle.

ANOTHER VIETNAM?

For Western Imperialism — Another Vietnam?

“ Already, the United States supports Portugal in
her wars."”

This brings us on to the question of the political-
economic-military position of the U.S. and Western
governments. What is their role likely to be if, as we
expect, the liberation struggles intensify?

Already Western states support Portugal militarily
through N.A.T.O. Already, the United States supports
Portugal in her wars in Angola, Mozambique and in
Guinea-Bissau. | think it's likely over a period of four
or five years that N.A.T.O. may stop supporting Portu-
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as advanced as it is in the mainland where P.A.1.G.C.
control all of the country except major urban popula-
tion centres.

And the third solution is the solution which in
the long term will probably prove most effective — an{
that is the deliberate subversion of Tanzania and Zam
and certainly there’s evidence to show that in Lusaka,
B.0.S.S., which is the Bureau of State Security of
South Africa, Red Fox which is the Rhodesian Securif
Service, and the C.1.A. which is from everyone knows
where, are all actively involved.

VITAL ROLE OF TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA

How the security services would undermine the
governments of Zambia and Tanzania we can only gue
at. But certainly one should be aware of the vital im-
portance of Zambia and Tanzania to the liberation
struggle. If Tanzania were to fall, or to adopt the
position of other African governments, which is: full
rhetorical support, meagre material support and
absolutely no support in terms of providing bases and
supply routes, the liberation movements would
lose the only route they have for receiving aid and
supplies. That would leave Zambia, but Zambia is
entirely landlocked.

I simply do not believe that the United States,
South Africa and Portugal are not working towards the
de-liberation of the Tanzanian and Zambian Govern-
ments. Both these Governments, from what we could
see, are absolutely committed to the liberation of
Southern Africa. And as John Malacela, the Tanzanian
Foreign Minister told us, until such time as Southern
Africa is entirely free, no black person in Tanzania cal
call himself really free.
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to solve these problems. So, far from
being a threat to our people and coun-

try, “Truth”, in fact, is an invaluable com-

pass to them to understand and solve
these problems, but, indeed, it is a
threat to Ango-U.S. imperialism and its
allies, the real enemies of our people and
nation!

The closure of our journal is most
arbitrary and high-handed, and denies
our basic democratic right as citizens,
in particular the right to express ideas
and opinions, the right to publish
them, and the right to be political. This
is most unjust. This shows that in the
guise of democracy the government
is imposing fascism upon our country
and people by suppressing any criti-
cism on fundamental issues, by denying
the citizens their basic demacratic
rights, including the freedom of the
Press. Such an action only shows how
desperate the government is in defen-
ding the interests of Ango-U.S. imperial-
ists in the country and opposing the
growing unity and struggle of our people
of all nationalities, including youth, stu-
dents, women and intellectuals fighting
for full national independence, demo-
cracy and social progress.

Inspired by the good response to
our journal and by the urgent demand of
large numbers of patriotic citizens of
all natioralities who oppose this fascist
act, we are launching a national and
international campaign against this grow-
ing fascism in order to retrieve our
right to continue to publish “Truth’” by
demanding the withdrawal of the order
closing it down and by soliciting sup-
port from varions organisations and
individuals in the country, our
compatriots abroad, Heads of govern-
ments of the Third World countries, and
the United Nations. Since the govern-
ment’s action has serious repercus-
sions for democracy and freedom in
our country, which we, together with
all your democratic and justice-
upholding people the world over cherish, WJ
therefore your support for our struggle
to defend our democratic right is most
welcome. You can do this by sending
‘cables, letters or statements of protest
against this denial of the basic democrat- Hl
ic rights to the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and by any
other means possible.

— Abdul Rahman Haji Embong
General Editor,
“Truth™, ;
No.6, Jalan, 21/18,
First Floor, Petaling Jaya,
Selangor,
Malaysia.

POLITICAL PRISONERS IN
MALAYSIA.

H.E. Mr Kurt Waldheim,
Secretary General,
United Nations.

Your Excellency,

We, the undersigned are writing
to you on behalf of the families of po-
litical prisoners in'Malaysia. There are
over 300 * of them in the political
prisons of Batu Gaja, Muar, Taiping and
Seremban as well as in a secret centre
near Kuala Lumpur. We are appealing for
your good offices to obtain an investi-
gation by the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights, and for your
support to our demand for an immediate
and unconditional release of the politi-
cal prisoners.

Our loved ones have been in
political prisons from between two to
ten years. None of them have been
charged with any offence or been given
a chance to defend themselves in a court
of law. The most that the regime in
power has alleged against them is that
they have organised against the govern-
ment but there are not even allegations
of violent activities. In fact they are
patriots who have protested against a cor-
rupt and dictatorial - regime that
serves the interests of wealthy foreign
companies whilst depriving citizens of
their basic rights. These political
prisoners are prominent political and
trade union leaders and intellectuals of
our country who are thrown behind bars
because of their political belief.

The arbitrary imprisonment of

political opponents is-a continuation
of the policies of the colonial govern-
ment. Under the notorjous ““Internal
Security Act”, every year hundreds
are arrested and imprisoned without
trial. It is many weeks before relatives
are told of their whereabouts. In some
cases the prisoner is transported to a
secret centre where he is subject to
solitary confinement, deprivation and
torture.

Some have been released after
many- years in political prisons but de-
prived of their fundamental rights.
They are restricted to one district for

residence and must observe a curfew.
They may not take part in trade union
and political activities. They are har-
rassed in their efforts to obtain a
livelihood.

Many others are being kept in
prisons for deportation. Political
prisoners of Chinese racial origin have
their citizenship revoked and held in
prisons until the Chinese government
accepts them for deportation which
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it never has. This barbarous treat-
ment is being justified on the grounds
that when the present regime revokes
their citizenship they become Chinese
nationals. In fact these political prison-
ers regard this country as their home.
The political prisons are over-
crowded with little space for recreation-
al activities. Political prisoners are beind
these huge walls for year after year.
Medical attentionis very bad and prison-
ers have died from neglect. Others have
gone mad during imprisonment. |t is very
difficult to get to a hospital for atten-
tion and political prisoners are hand-
cuffed even when sick and being taken
to hospital.

Food in prisons is of extremely
poor quality and is calculated to mini-
mum nutritional levels. Another depri-
vation that is seriously felt is that of
reading materials. Books are heavily
censored. Even local newspapers are
censored. Books on educational sub-
jects, on languages or on health are
amongst those not allowed to prison-
ers.

Political prisoners are allowed a
few censored letters but in practice
letters sent by prisoners frequently
never reach their destination and many
letters sent to them do not get to them.
This is particularly painful as few
families can afford to make frequent
trips to see them for the strictly super-
vised visits.

Treatment of prisoners by the
prison authorities has ranged from
indifference to outright brutality. Con-
ditions were especially harsh in 1969-
1970, following the racial violence
launched by the ruling party. They
were treated even worse than criminals.
Federal Reserve Units were brought
into the camp to brutally assault the
political prisoners. Female prisoners
were molested. They were confined
solitarily in cells of 6ft. by 12ft for
24 hours a day. They were deprived
of their rights of visit and correspon-
dence. Even correspondence with and
visits by legal advisers were refused.
Forced labour was practised.

To use their own words: “During
the reign of white terror which lasted
for almost one year, detainees in soli-
tary cells were beaten up until they
fainted away while others were injured
or lost their teeth. Their belongings
were stolen. When the assaulted
detainees asked to consult the doctor and
made any complaints they were subject
to even heavier beatings. A sick detainee
admitted to the hospital had his hands
handcuffed to the ward-bed.

The continued imprisonment and
ill treatment of these patriots is causing
great anger amongst relatives as well
as the people of the country. There
have been many hunger strikes and pro-
cessions by political prisoners and their
relatives. We are determined to struggle
to obtain their release from prolonged
and indefinite incarceration.

We request Your Excellency to our
appeal and to request the Commission
on Human Rights and other concerned
organisations of the United Nations to
act on it.

Yours faithfully,

Madam Maimun, wife of
Dzulkifly b. Ismail;
Madam Chuah Saw Heoh,
mother of Tan Hock Hin
Mr M. Sundram, father of
S.N. Rajah.

* This figure does not include many
hundreds more political prisoners

held by the same regime in the con-
centration camps of Sabah and Sarawak.




No other missile can make
this statement.

The problem with other air de- statements:

fense shoulder-fired missiles is
that you have to direct them, by
sight, all the way to their targets.

The supersonic Redeye mis-
sile solves that problem. You
launch it and leave.

When an enemy aircraft is
sighted, the gunner activates
Redeye. When he acquires the
target, the missile signals the
gunner that it, too, has sighted
thetarget.The missile islaunched.

Once fired, Redeye guides it-
self by homing on the energy
radiated by the target. An elec-
tronic control circuit in the mis-
sile directs a set of steering fins
to keep the missile on course to
intercept.

By now, the man who launched
the missile is safely under cover.

What else can the Redeye mis-
sile do?

It can also make these other

The Redeye has been in pro-f
duction for more than five years.

It'sinthe U.S. Army and Marine
Corps inventory.

Redeye is operationally de-
ployed with U.S. forces at home
and abroad.

Redeye weighs less than 30
pounds including its expendable
launcher. Redeye has proved re- |
liable in thousands of tests, in |
every type of climate. |

Redeye is the result of our |
Electro Dynamic Division's tac-}

from the bottom of the sea to

tical missile technology.
\l
outer space...and a good bit in &

It's another example of how at
between. E

General Dynamics we put tech-
nology to work solving problems

GENERAL DYNAMICS |
1Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10020
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So if you need

a little help or advice on
money matters while
you're at varsity,

see Pat Bolam

at the Riccarton

Branch of the BNZ

Pat knows the sort of money
problems you're going to be involved
with as a student, and he’ll be
pleased to give you all the assistance
and advice that's possible.

. Just apart from BNZ services
like cheque and savings
accounts, travellers’ cheques,
and so on, there are two
particular BNZ services that
a lot of students have found
very useful.

BNZ Educational Loans

The great thing about these is their flexibility. You can take

one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the
end of term, or you can borrow on the long-term, and plan

things out over the years you're at varsity

BNZ Consulting Service,
Free, helpful advice on practically any financial matter, from
people who understand money and how it works
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And just by the way, there’s another good reason for banking
with the Bank of New Zealand—it's the only trading bank
wholly owned by the people of New Zealand.

Call Pat Bolam at the Riccarton Branch of the BNZ,
113 Riccarton Road, telephone 488-029 and fix up
a time for a chat
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" The new Jean Specialists with
the better Atmorsphere, Service
and Range of Jeans. i

Gloucester Arcade and 733 Colombo St
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Published by the University of Canterbury Students’ As-
sociation.

Printed by D.N. Adams Ltd at their works, Tattersall’s
Lane, Christchurch. Views expressed are not necessarily
those of the printers.

We’re putting this issue out at the start of the week because it’s enrol-
ling week. In future we’ll be putting it out every Friday (hopefully), so
there’ll be nearly a two week gap between this issue and the next one.

— Ed.
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