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MUSIC 
Leo Sayer - SILVERBIRD - "Festival". 
This is Leo Sayer's first album and has been relea­

ed in a wave of publicity which is perhaps a little un­
~arranted. Leo Sayer's claim to fame prior to this album 
was writing; he wrote most of Roge~ Daltrey's material 
for his solo album, he wrote all the material for this al­
bum and it seems to have been treated in a very similar 
wav to Roger Daltrey's album being produced at the 
same studios with the same production crew, engineers, 
musical arrangers etc. The music for the album was done 
by Dave Courtney and it was produced by him and 
Adam Faith . 

Musically the album is very good, the title track of 
the album, Silverbird, is a short two-part musical arrange­
ment of a rather hollow old "concert hall" type piano 
and a circus organ playing a very traditional type of cir­
cus melody fading away to a rather hollow sad end. Tfie 
musical arrangements are very good, excellent string 
arrangements with cellos and violins give a rather unusual 
air to the record, a melancholy, mournful type of air 
conveying the rather sad, lonely circus atmosphere. The 
use of an "old" piano also adds to this atmosphere. 

The lyrics, written by Sayer, become rather mun­
dane with a lot of repetitions. Lyrics such as "TomOf-
row is the first day of the rest of your life" and "I think 
I'm going out of my head" are a little corny to say the 
least as we have all heard them before somewhere, in fact 
this is the feeling I got when I first heard this disc, a 
feeling of having heard it all before. 

The concept of the album, the circus theme, is 
good (if not rather predictable, it had to happen sooner 
or later) it has been well thought out and interwoven in­
to the album, and is consistent - from the mournful 
tones of the strings, the sadly happy circus melodies, to 
the painted smiles on the record jacket. The record cover 
is very good, in fact excellent. Printed in good silver ink 
(that doesn't mark or scratch when you touch it) it is 
rather reminiscent of Roger Daltrey's album with a full 
head shot of Sayer on the cover - full face with a vacant 
smile. The reverse of the cover is another facial shot of 
Sayer with circus make-up and a painted smile. The fold ­
out inside cover has a super-imposed shot of Sayer in 
Denims over a photograph of him in circus clothes and 
make-up. 

Sayer obviously has talent, but this album unfor­
tunately seems to be a product of commercialism. It will 
be interesting to see what twist they come up with for 
his next album. 

- D.R.T. 
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BOARD 
What a farce! This was my conclusion after painstakingly 

reporting 2 cases before the Rent Appeals Board , and wandering 
off before waiting to hear the other case to be heard . The Rent 
Appeal s Board sat at the Labour Dept. buildings and reporting 
had to be arranged t hrough one Mr Oliver Edwards. The last 
time either Murray Horton or myself had anything to do with Mr 
Edwards, his department was prosecuting us for non-compliance 
with military service. Hiding under anonymity comrade Horton 
arranged that facilities be made available for a "Canta" reporter 
to cover the hearings; Mr Edwards willingly made these facilities 
available. I rang Mr Edwards on the morning of the sitting to 
check the arrangements and in the course of conversation men­
tioned Murray Horton's name. He stuttered, and when I asked 
what was wrong, replied that Mr Horton was an "old acquain­
tance" of his. I dared not introduce myself, thinking Mr Ed­
wards would panic at the thought of old draft resisters as guests 
at his hearings. 

Undaunted, I scurried up to Committee Room No.1 
where the board was sitting-empty but for tables and three old 
men, one of whom asked what I was looking for, and suggested 
I was a "bit out of my depth". 

The first case was by the four tenants of a house et 106 
England St . who were paying $39.50 a week for the house. The 
tenant applicants were by occupation 2 company directors,-a 
school teacher and a qualified engineer. Bevan Crowley, one of 
the company directors, put forward the case for the tenants. He 
briefly ran over the history of their tenancy and the change in 
landlords. Then they preceded with a run through of section 8 
of the Fair Rents Act, covering such things as a proper return 
for landlords, prevailing rents in the locality (which varied from 
$13 to $28 a week for a similar house), capital and chattel val ­
ues, landlords' overheads, percentage returns and all sorts of 
things like that - a good case presented , but obviously the 
tenants were educated and very able to articulate their point of 
view . The landlord, a Mr Remmolds, was represented by a law­
yer. He'd come to the conclusion that there was obviously a dis­
pute between the parties. The landlord's wife, and the tenants 
had their disagreements at the sitting, but the Board found that 
there was sufficient information given. Case closed and decision 
reserved. 

The only other case I bothered listening to was that of 
the landlord of Victoria Mansions against two of his longstanding 
tenants. The landlords case was presented by Mr C.L . Sugden, a 
director and secretary of the company owning and administering 
Victoria Mansions. Sugden briefly ran through the h istory of the 
flats and continued with an extensive rundown of facts and fig­
ures, Government valuat ions, depreciation and so on. All in al l a 
very thorough case, finish ing w ith t he statemen t t hat " the di rec­
t ors are busi nessmen and that they must look at it as a business". 
They hoped that t he tenants would see likewise. 

Both tenants presented their own cases. T he first complai­
ned of the tenan t below her, a music teacher, who had the piano 
playing from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m. which was an irritant. For some 
strange reason one of the members of the Board interrupted and 
asked if she had a heater plug I Undistracted by this she contin­
ued that the piano playing had gone on for 2 years and could be 
heard above the T.V. set. The noise she found irritating, whether 
it was piano, people cleaning windows at 7 a.m. on Saturdays 
and T.V. sets echoing. 

The other tenant had been in residence 22 years who 
said that her flat hadn't been papered or painted in 22 years, she 
was right under the laundry and all she ever heard was thump, 
thump, thump. The flat lift gear was only a few feet away and 
she complained of the noise this made. All of this reduced the 
value of her flat. 

Again t he Board reserved its decision. 
The previous Saturday night the "Star Sports" did a 

centre fold feature on a well-known Christchurch landlord's flats: 
'Truth' has for weeks been running stories on slum housing and 
flatting in various parts of tbe country . None of the people that 
appeared befo re the Board lived in sq ualid conditions, all seemed 
to be fi nanciall y well off, and al l had t he ability to articulate 
their case to the Board. It woul d have been difficult for the work­
ing tenant, exploi ted by landlords, to have appeared or to have 
even had t heir case conside red , It'd mean loss of wages, money 
fo r lawyers, and so on . Very hard to af fo rd w hen y ou're paying 
inost of a week's wages in rent , and t ry ing to support a famil y on 
t he rest ! 

- Marty Braithwai te. 

J 
On April 10, 1973- the Government informed the New Zealand Rugby Football Union that the scheduled 1973 Spring. 

bok rugby tour would have to be postponed until such t ime as the South Africans were prepared to select their teams on rnerit 
What has happened in the year since the rugby tour was postponed? • 

Government for its part has been consistent in upholding the Olympic principles of sport, and has prevented racial ly 
selected bowling and tennis teams from visiting New Zealand. But whilst no South African sports team chosen on a racial 
basis will be allowed into New Zealand, there is still an increase in the number of sporting exchanges involving the two coun. 
tries. These exchanges take place etther inside South Africa itself, or in a third country. Whilst Government is not prepared 
to countenance racist South African teams flaunting apartheid under our noses, it is not prepared to stop sporting teams trav­
elling to South Africa. As a result, a number of sporting bodies have, in the past year, played against South Africa inside the 
Republic . These include squash, women's hockey, surf life saving, trampoline, model boats and a club rugby team. By going 
to South Africa, these teams are undoing much of the good achieved by the cancellation of the rugby tour. In the next three 
years a number of sports bodies have made it clear that they will either go, or consider going, to South Africa. These include 
women's softball, bowls, rugby, tennis and some club rugby teams. Other sports associations, such as women's hockey, 
squash and golf regularly play against South Africans outside South Africa. 

Any New Zealand sporting body which competes against South Africa does so in defiance of the clearly stated policy of 
the Government. In defying the Government in this way these sports bodies are being both arrogant and selfish. They have 
taken a ·decision which will reflect badly against New Zealand !Is a nation. Before deciding to compete against South Africa 
New Zealand sporting bodies should look at the behaviour of their Australian counterparts. Faced with a similar situation 
in the past two weeks two Australian sports bodies (tennis and squash) have decided against touring South Africa because of 
the policies of the Australian Government. 

WHITE SOUTH AFRICA GROWS MORE DESPERATE 
Faced with a tightening of the international sports boycott South Africa's racist sportsmen are feeling the pinch-and 

feeling it badly. They are attempting to get around the boycott in a number of ways. In the absence of touring national teams 
they will elevate club1 visits to the status of internationals . This is one of the reasons why there has been widespread internat-' 
ional concern over the visit by the Petone club rugby team to South Africa . 

"The Dominion" reported Petone's baggage master Mr Johannes du Plessis as saying: "Petone's tour is more than just a 
club tour . We must, and do , treat tnem as internationals. They are making up for the loss of the (Springboks) tour of 
New Zealand. South Africans felt very badly about the cancellation of last year's tour." 
Another old time ploy which is being polished up and used more extensively now by white South Africans is to invite 

more and more New Zealand sportsmen and sports administrators "to have a look at things for themselves". The trips are 
paid for and organised by either the South African government , or by the Committee for Fairness in sport an organisation, 
which, in spite of its name, accepts apartheid and apartheid sport. Recent guests have included Robert Fenton from the pro 
South African group WARD, NZ Lawn Tennis Assn. Chairman Ian Wells, and rugby administrator and National Party cand i­
date in the last general election, Ben Couch. 
• These people come back, and if they do not say how wonderful everything is, they certainly make it clear that the situa-
tion is improving immeasurably. In fact, they see what they want to see. Although the manager of the Petone teams was re­
ported in "The Dominion" as saying "so far we've only seen apartheid in South Africa. Now we ' re involved in it", team captain 
(now the All Black captain) Andy Leslie stated on his return "I was surprised at the lack of apartheid in South Africa . We were 
told it was everywhere but we saw virtually none of it." Apparently he failed to notice that every team he played against was 
an apartheid selected sports team. 

THE OPPRESSION INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA IS INCREASING 
The oppression inside South Africa is growing , not dimin ish ing . This is true of all areas of life, sport included . Fo r ex­

ample , under the new security legislation an organisation wi II not have to receive foreign funds-but merely be in contact with 
individuals or groups abroad-to be declared "affected". As non -racial sports bodies inside South Africa are descri bed (by 
whites) as "communist inspired" and "pol iti cally moti vated " th is security bill cou ld also be used aga inst non-racial sports 
bod ies if t hey we re t o make representations t o int e rnati onal spo rts bod ies for membership, or if the support of member coun­
tries of internatio nal sports bodies is so ught. 

There has been a systematic campaign over the past year t o intimidate the non-racial sports bodies. Those who argue 
that the situation is improving should try and explain why the last year has seen such harsh measures taken against two of the 
country's leading non-racial administrators-Hassa Howa has had his passport removed, and Morgan Naidoo has been placed 
under a banning order. 

Even Graham Thorne, the ex All Black who has recently returned from several years in South Africa says ("New Zealand 
Herald")- "It is going to take, so it seems to me, an awful lot to persuade South African whites to pack down into the same 
scrum as blacks. Unless other nations are prepared to accept multi-nationalism rather than mingled racialism in sport, South 
Africa's world isolation will deepen." 

WHAT IS MULTI-NATIONAL SPORT? 
There is a very careful attempt being made by some to create the impression that "multi-national sport" - the official 

sports policy of the South African Government - is more or less the same as multi racial sport. Nothing could be further from 
t he truth. Multi national sport entrenches apartheid in sport. Multi-nati o nal sport is a policy whereby sports teams are care­
fully kept within strict racial lines, so much so, that whether on club, provincial or national level, races cannot be mixed with· 
in a team, nor indeed can a white South African team. It is only in specifically designated "international" events that a South 
African coloured team is ever allowed to play against any white team . The officially stated policy of the South African Gov· 
ernment is that mixed trials will not be held under any circumstances and are completely superfluous. This is officially termed 
mul t i-natio nal spo rt, but it is far from what New Zealanders wou ld regard as multi-racial, and participation in it condones the 
split of So uth Afri can teams into strictly separate racia l groups. The foreign teams and So uth African teams are allowed in 
such "internatio nal" event s t o play against one another, as teams, does not alter the fact and imp li cations of that separation, 
based o n po li c ies which are both raci st and c riminal. 

There is a greater need t ha n ever befo re fo r New Zealand as a natio n to harden its atti tude towards t he question of 
spo rts contact wi th South Afr ica . 
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'STAR. 
PROTECTS CLIFFORD 

None of the information contained in this 
article came from Colin Bryant, the writer 
of the original "Star Sports" article. - Ed. 

"Liberty To Know, To Utter And To 
Argue Freely According To Conscience"­
Milton . These bold words are inscribed on 
the ground floor foyer wall at the "Christ­
church Star" . Noble sentiments indeed. A 
free press is one of the jewels in the crown 
of democracy. Newspapers are respected 
critics of many of our society's imtitutions­
w1th one notable exception. Themselves. 
The following material shows how a major 
metropolitan daily. a paper with a unchal­
lenged monopoly in evening newspapers, 
suppresses news that it doesn't want its 
readers to know about. 

The story in question appeared in 

ly who made the cuts but it's believed that 
they were made at a very high level in the 
"Star" . And the landlord's name-none other 
than our old friend, Ogilvie G. Clifford , the 
very same Ogilvie whose office is just over 
Montreal St . from the Townsite Studass, a 

-stone's throw from the CANT A office. 
. Let's have a look at some of these cuts 

in detail. The published article says "No-
body knows for sure how many converted 

with debris. 

the "Star Sports and Magazine" on Saturday 
April 13th. It was a centre-page spread en­
titled "Hovels Called Home", with sub­
headings reading "City's Slums right under 
our eyes", and "Rats .. . and worms under 

old houses are owned by one of the city's 
biggest landlords" ... The original read­
"Nobody knows for sure how many conver­
ted old houses are owned by one of the city's 
biggest landlords, Mr O.G. Clifford" .•• Sec­
ondly, the published article reads- "His sec­
retary just makes excuses when we telephone, 
said one student who has been trying to get 
the toilet in his flat unblocked." The original 
read- "His secretary just makes excuses whe 
when we telephone for Mr Clifford, said one 
student who has been trying to get the toi-
let in his flat unblocked." Thirdly. the pub­
lished article reads . . . "The association 
(Tenants' Protection Association-Ed) wrote 
to the Christchurch City Council almost a 
year ago about the appalling conditions in 
some flats and says very little, if anything, 
has been done since." The original read­
"The association wrote to the Christchurch 
City Council almost a year ago about the 

And so on. There are other cuts, but 
they principally involve further details of 
the ghastly living conditions in the flats in­
volved. Why was Ogilvie Clifford's name 

paid ads. The threat of bad publicity and the 
"changed international climate" caused the 
"Star's" owners, New Zealand Newspapers 
Ltd., to change its policy. There was a more 
recent dispute involving the "Star's" refusal 
to print Gay Liberation Front material. the sink". A total of 6 photos accompan-

ied the article, showing graphically the 
squalor that various Christchurch tenants 
have to live in. (A related article on the 
same pages was headed "Council issues legal 
notices".) It was a well-written , damning 
story . There's no need to quote from the 
article, read it yourself. The story made the 
point that all the squalid, filthy and uninhab­
itable flats were owned by one local land­
lord. But there's a glaring omission-the land­
lord isn't named anywhere in the article . In 
this respect, it's an anti -climax. 

appalling conditions in Mr Clifford's flats, 
and says very little, if anything has been 
done since." Fourthly, the published article 
reads- "The publicity officer of the Land­
lords' Association (Mr P.S. Jacobs) says the 

cut out by the "Star"? The article is hardly 
libellous or defamatory. The facts and the 
accompanying photos speak for themselves. 
The article is purely and simply a statement 
of fact-words like "hovels". "slums", "ap­
palling", etc are backed up by the facts. The 
article is downright innocuous compared to 
the frontpage story in CANT A 13, June 
1973, under the heading "Rats Nibble Clif­
ford Empire". The only conclusion that can 
be drawn is that the "Star" wants to protect 
Clifford . 

There have been other disputes invol-

Gutlessness is a distinguishing charac­
teristic of New Zealand's major newspapers 
and has been for a very long time . There are 
exceptions such as the powerful and pene­
trating articles on the Thomas murder case 
by the "Auckland Star's" Pat Booth last 
year. But basically N.Z. papers are gutless 
chickenshit affairs and the "Christchurch 
Star" conforms to this norm . Ogilvie Clif­
ford doesn 't deserve the protection of the 
"Star". 

landlord concerned is not a member of the 
association ." The original read- "The pub­
licity officer of the Landlords' Association 
(Mr P.S. Jacobs) says that Mr Clifford is not 

ving the "Star" in recent years - in 1971, 
CANT A editorialised on the "Star's" refusal 
to print any material from or about the 
Communisty Party of New Zealand, including 

The photo shows living conditions in one of 

Clifford's flats. CANT A has discovered that that was 
not the way it was intended to be, however. 
The landlord's name was cut out before the 
story was published. It's not known definite- a member of the association." 

MAN FINED FOR SHOUTING 1GC 
HOME POM1 AT I W IEEN 

The subject of this article, Bruce Jes­
son has been involved in the Republican 
Movement for many years. He completed a 
law degree at this university, but never prac­
tised because of his refusal to swear alleg­
iance to the Crown. 

In April 1966, the Queen Mother visi­
ted Christchurch. The night before her visit, 
slogans such as "Oppose British Royalty" 
and "Queen Mother Go Home" appeared at 
the Addington Raceway (the Queen Mother 
was to attend a meeting there) and at various 
other places around the city. Jesson and a 
companion were stopped by two constables 
that night in Kilmore Street. Jesson declined 
to give any information other than hi~ name 
and address, and was prevented from leaving 
until Inspector R.P. Silk arrived. Jesson told 
Silk that he would not go to the Central Po­
lice Station unless he was arrested-Silk 
said he would arrest Jesson unless he came. 
Silk then searched Jesson,.finding him in 
possession of an aerosol paint can, and took 
him to Central. 

Jesson was refused access to a lawyer 
overnight and was held in custody for three 
days, until the Queen Mother had left Christ­
church. 

Under cross examination by Jesson's 
lawyer (Mr McClelland), Silk admitted hav­
ing broken the Judges' Rules in that he had 
shown Jesson a copy of a confession made 
by his companion and asked Jesson to make 
a statement himself. He had done so only 
because he had "grave doubts" about what 
the outcome of that night would be. On 
hearing of the paint-ups at Addington, Silk 
had set up police road-blocks, and called out 
police dogs! Silk agreed he had wanted Jes­
son locked up during the Queen Mother's 
visit "but only if it could be done within the 
law". 

Magistrate Harold Evans later critici­
sed Silk's refusal to allow Jesson access to a 
solicitor. Jesson was discharged without con­
viction. The Minister of Police (Percy Allen) 
then called for an inquiry into Silk's action. 
Silk was the officer in charge of the Kerrs 

Road unlawful assembly case at the end of 
last year. He was recently promoted to 
Superintendent and appointed head of the 
Auckland police district. 

It is illegal to embarrass the Queen. This was 
the gist of a rambling and ... cut ... judgement deliv­
ered by Mr Rosen S.M. in the Magistrate's Court at 
Auckland on April 9. He was convicting a member 
of the Republican Movement, Bruce Jessen, of a 
charge of abusive language. The crime? Yelling "Go 
home, Porn! " at the Queen. Jessen was fined $40 

and costs. 
However about 2 hours later, in a tribute to 

the inconsistency of British justice, another magis­
trate (Morgan) dismissed the same charges, abusive 
language or alternatively offensive behaviour, laid 
against another anti-royal demonstrator, Ross Keen. 
The circumstances of the two cases were exactly 
the same ; but the vagueness of Section 3d of the 
Police Offences Act allows plenty of scope for the 
idiosyncrasies of individual magistrates. 

The two cases arose from an intended Re­
publican Movement demonstration against the 
Queen as she left the State Banquet at the Hotel 
Inter-Continental on the night of February 8. The 
demonstration didn't get beyond the "intended" 
stage because the police forcibly prevented it -
they confiscated all the placards. They even tried 
to stop two demonstrators, Bruce Jessen and Owen 
Gager, from getting to the hotel. They were stop­
ped in Princes Street, and it was only after a 
wrestling match and a heated argument that they 
were allowed to carry on. 

Ironically, the Republican Movement had 
only decided to have a demonstration after a police 
assurance that there would be no harassment. 

Without any placards the demonstration was 
a bit of a non~vent . All that could be done was to 
shout, which Jessen and Keen did, and as a result 
were duly arrested-with Keen being punched up a 
bit in the process. 

When the cases were finally heard (aiter a 
remand of 2 months) the two men decided to 
have their cases heard separately. Jessen appeared 
first and had the bad luck to strike a ..• cut ••• called 
Rosen. Rosen is the sort of magistrate who gets 
carried away with his own authmity (which isn't 
surprising considering the amount of authority he 
has). He isn't the sort of man to hide his likes or his 
dislikes and he obviously didn't like Jesson very 

much. 

Jessen didn't help matters by challenging 
Rosen's impartiality at the start of the case. He 
pointed out that Rosen , like all legal eagles, had 
sworn an oath of allegiance to the Queen , and 
asked Rosen to disqualify himself if he felt influen­
ced by this. Rosen didn't say if it influenced him or 
not, but simply commented that the same objection 
applied to all magistrates. He had a point, but it 
didn't answer Jesson's objection. 

The police case was straightforward : they 
testified that Jesson shouted "Go home, Porn!" 
at the Queen, and they said that people in the 
crowd were upset by this (without actually calling 
any of them as witnesses) . 

Jessen agreed that he had shouted "Go 
home, Porn," at the Queen, but denied that anyone 
was upset, and said that one of the police witnesses 
who gave evidence about the crowd's reaction had 
had his back to the crowd . 

His defence submission was lengthy. He 
argued that the words "Go home, Porn ," would 
not normally be thought offensive or abusive (Ro­
sen didn't allow any evidence about this), that 
the police were showing a bias in favour of the 
monarchy by bringing the charge (Rosen didn't 
allow any cross examination about this,) and 
that the court would be showing a similar b ias if i t 
entered a conviction . He argued that in cases in­
volving the rights of the individual the courts had a 
duty to put the narrowest possible interpretation 
on statutes and that a conviction wou Id be a de­
nial of his right to demonstrate, seeing that the 
police had prevented any other form of demon-

' strati on (Rosen did allow evidence about th is) . 
He also argued that his behaviour had to be 

judged objectively , that is that it had to be com­
pared to the standard of behaviour of other dem­
onstrations, and that by this standard his behav- • 
iour was quite mild. (Rosen wouldn't allow any 
evidence about the sort of things people do and 
say at demosntrations.) 

In his judgment Rosen said that the indivi­
dual had no formal rights in New Zealand and that 
he wasn't interested in Jesson's pol i tical arguments. 
He quoted a police claim that Jessen had said that 
he was there to embarrass the Queen, and convicted • 
him. All of which took him about 20 minutes. 

The most interesting feature of this case was 
the ... cut ... and erratic behaviour of the magistrate, 
and his odd rulings. For instance, he allowed a po­
lice witness to recount a conversation he had had 
with Jessen but wouldn't allow Jessen to recount 
conversations he had had with the police. And on 
several occasions he allowed evidence on a particu­
lar point, only to disallow later evidence on the 
same point. A lot of Jesson's evidence, and many 
of his questions, were ruled out of order - often 
with no reason given. 

Ross Keen, in comparison, had the luck to 

strike a fatherly magistrate (the other side of the 
authoritarian coin) who took a commonsense 
view of the events, and who took time off to read 
the cases cited which is more than Rosen bothered 

to do. 
The police gave exactly the same evidence 

as they had in Jesson's case-which was a bit odd 
because the facts weren't exactly the same. For 
instance, they had both Jessen and Keen standing 
15 yards from the Queen, whereas Keen was ac· 
tually further from the Queen than Jesson. And 
they said that people turned and stared at Keen 
and made threatening gestures; they had earl ier 
said the same of Jesson, and seeing that Jessonhil 
been shouting for some time before Keen joined · 
there was no way of telling that it was Keen that 
was being stared at - especially as Jessen was ll'•i 
gling with a cop. Small points, certainly , but it 
shows what happens when people rehearse evide 

Keen's defence was less long-winded than 
Jesson's. He recounted the events, said that he 
could see nothing wrong with say ing, "Go hollll, 
Porn," to the Queen, and said that as the pol ice 
had taken his placards there was no other wav of 
expressing his feelings. , 

The magistrate preferred Keen 's accounio 
the events. He pooh-poohed police evidence that 
the crowd was upset, and accepted the view of 
one of Keen's w itnesses that the crowd was merev 
curious. He quoted at length from the judgment 
of McCarthy J. in the case of Melsor v Po lice 
(which examined the value of demonstrationsl. 
quoted the dictionary defini tions of abusive a

nd 

offensive , and said that he couldn't see nnuch d. 
wrong with the words, "Go home, Porn" , and t 

missed both charges, 
So there we have it : one conviction, oneed 

acquittal - and a perfect example of the confus 
and errat ic nature of British justice. 

This article has been sl ightly cut on lega, 
advice. For those who think that it Is overlV sub­
ject ive and personally critical of the magistrate 
concerned, I refer them to the below quotat•

0
; 11 

"The path of criticism is a public wav. therein. 
wrong-headed are permitted to err _ ab· 
Provided that members of the public 
stain from imputing improper motives : 1 
those taking part in the administration itt 
J·ustice and are genuinely exercising a ri , . cem 
of criticism, and not acting 1n rnali . nol 
attempting to impair the adrn1nistrat1° • ·snots 
justice, they are immune. Justice 

I 
dtO 

cloistered virtue · she must be al lowe 
' tf I even 

suffer the scrutiny and respec u ' rdinaN 
though outspoken, comments of 

O 
he pri•l 

men." - Lord Atkin, speaking in t ral 
Council in "Ambard v Attorney-Gene[&:! • 
for Trinidad and Tobago 1936". --

( 
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