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‘Smoke Signals

Dear Wayne,

Hello, this is your research officer speaking,
NORML. Wayne, | am completely aware of
pot’s relative lack of toxicity as a recreational
drug. | completely support the decriminalisation
of pot and oppose the current prohibitionist
stance as an attack on civil liberties. That's
why I'm on your collective, remember?

As far as I'm concerned, NORML is subver-
sive. (Which is a decided compliment in my
bock!) | happen to believe that pot laws are
enforced in a racist manner, and that Maori
and Pacific Island users get clobbered more for
using it.

Also, NORML opposes legalisation. Fine. That
way we won’t have irresponsible equivalents
to the smokes and booze industries using our
wonderful free market to encourage substance
abuse. Good, anti-capitalist stuff.

I'm on the NORML collective for good pro-
gressive reasons. | want more lefties to join.

Craig Young
Research Officer
Christchurch NORML

Bring on the lions....

Dear Charlotte,

Today | was “fortunate” enough to listen to
Tony Beard being heckled in the amphitheatre.
Now | regard-myself as a Christian, not a fun-
damentalist or anything, just one of those peo-
ple who believes in a fairly tolerant and moral
(?) way of life yet | find this person obnoxious
in the extreme.

Here is a person who thinks he preaches the
word of God, etc — you know, that little book
which others tell us is full of ideas of live,
tolerance, Justice, sharing etc. Let's see how
his ideas measure up’

A list of sins according to T Beard:
Homosexuality, Lesbianism, Socialism, Com-
munism, Feminism, Macri Tanga (ldolatry and
Devil Worship no less!!), Buddism, Hinduism
etc. Any “Mainstream” religious practice. A
list of desirables according to T Beard: Nuclear
War (it kills Communists), Romans 10:9 (the
only part of the Bible worth reading apparent-
ly).

The Religious Laws of Leviticus and
Deuteronomy, preferably as the Law of New
Zealand!!!

Obedience to Orders.

For someone preaching a message of love
and hope he's really mixed up.

Let's face it, Christ preached a message of

.. love and sharing yet this guy thinks that
socialism is evil. Christ preached equality yet
feminism, Maori tanga are evil, indeed Maori
tanga is “idolatry and Devil worship”. Jesus
said “My kindgom is not of this world it is of
the next” yet here is our “Christian” saying
that he wants a Christian, fundamentalist
state on the Jewish books of law of
Deuteronomy and Leviticus. This of course,
means no pork, shellfish, squid etc, nor may
menstruating women remain in society — they
are unclear!

It strikes me that this guy is, in his own
terms, a sham-apostle, a messenger of the
dreaded anti christ and an emissary of the
devil. | shall therefore enjoy future sessions of
heckling.

Yours,
Mike Campbell.

2 Corinthians 11:14-15

“There is nothing surprising in this; Satan
himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is
therefore a simple thing for his agents to mas-
querade as agents of Good, but they will
meet the end their deeds deserve.”
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Christian love and charity

Dear Charlotte,

| am writing as a Christian moderate. |
would like to express my displeasure at Chris
Whelan's “Bible Libel” column. | would remind
him of Revelations 22:18 in which God says
“| warn everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds
anything to them, God will add to him the
plagues described in this book. And if anyone
takes words away from this book of prophecy,
God will take away from him his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city, which are
described in this book".

Let Chris W. be warned, God promises he
will burn in the eternal fires of hell!! His soul
will be lost for all eternity!!!!

Yours
Trica

Health Dept. Warning

Dearest Editor,

| realise this is a desperate step, joining the
throngs who insist on campaigning through
your weekly edition, but events are slowly ap-
proaching the unbearable.

What with the days of being able to
distinguish a Fine Arts student from an
Engineering hopeful well behind us and single
bursary cheques (I'm told) hitting a far too
generous four figures, the decay in this once
fine institution must be slowed.

To halt the most recent noise coming from
SRC's,do | hear any support from amongst
those with the decency to be born before the
advent of the 1970’s to attempt some sort of
counter offensive against these ASH
subscribers?

Obviously | can’t use Canta to suggest exter-
mination of four-fifths of the university, but
perhaps somebody in authority may have the
understanding called for and ban this lot from
the main UCSA cafe. Sure they’ll say they
cannot all fit under the library. Well, that's too
bad. We've put up with you shitheads for long
enough. And after the dust has settled and
they've all fucked off to work for Chase,
maybe we'll be drinking Steinies, puffing those
nasty sticks, munching Stevies pies.... and
slowly sinking into oblivion.

Kindest Regards,
SID

In Xanadu...

Dear Charlotte (of sole and smoked salmon)

| would like to begin by declaring that in
fact | am no fan of Edward Woodward.
However, let that not stand in the way of
true discourse.

The reasons | am writing are two-fold:

First, you and your-letters column need me;
second, | need you and your letters column.

| have a dream — | have a dream that there
will be enough DB for all to drink.

| have a dream — that the letters column
will rise, like the phoenix from the ashes of
tawdriness and banality.

| have a dream — that the Sam Fishers of
today will become the Pete Fenton's of tomor-
row.

Let the cry ring forth — not to bring out
your dead — on the contrary, bring out the
LIFE of the letters column.

Ask not what your letters column can do for
you; Ask what you can do for your letters col-
umn!

Ich bin ein letter columnist,
Ludwig

RIG PETE \WAS \WORRIED- 1T HAD REEN —
Two WEEKS Now AMD His MACHINE
HADNT HAD A SINGLE (USTOMER...

Yet another yawn

Dear Canta,

I'd like to draw the University’s attention to
the lack of outside seating around the universi-
ty. There seem to be lots of footpaths, but
nowhere to sit if not tollowed to their ends.

| wait outside A Block lecture theatres when
| occasionally pick my wife up after her lec-
ture and don't really like sitting on the grass,
especially with the colder weather ap-
proaching.

Yours sincerely,

Uncle Waaka

A voice from the past...

Dear CANTA
| would like to comment upon the situation
outlined in Naomi’s article: BIG TEACHER'S

~ WATCHING YOU. At this very moment your

so-called confidential uni results may be pinned
up on some staff noticeboard in your old
school for the inspection of any pair of curious
eyes that may happen to wander past.

Your grades should, if you so wish, be eon-
fidential between yourself and the university.
Your mother, bank manager, Freudian analyst,
local MP or pet dog have no bloody right to
see how you. have succeeded or failed, albeit
they may display genuine interest in how you
have got on.

Low and behold however, that old bastard
who taught yow history, way back in the days
when cashmere High was thought by many to
be a rehabilitation league for drug dependent
goats, has eveyr pleasure and right to finger
and dribble over your exam results.

In-my opinion your uni record should only be
passed onto interested parties, including
schools, at the discretion of the individual. A
YES/INO section on enrolment forms would
serve this practice nicely.

Dave Robertson

Green condoms safer?

Dear Sarah,

People don’t wear helmets on pushbikes for
the same reasons that people don’t wear
green condoms in bed. Green condoms are
practical and safer but like helmets are uncon
fortable, -look ridiculous and reduce rider enjoy
ment.

Perhaps one’s money would be better spent
on accident prevention aids, reducing the risk
rather than the consequences.

Thank you Sarah for your concern on this
important issue, it's certainly got me thinking

Yours
Cracked in the head.

Dear Sarah,

People don’t wear helmets on pushbikes fof
the same reason that people don't wear gum
boots in the rain. Gumboots are more practié
and safer than shoes, but like helmets they
are uncomfortable and look ridiculous.

If pedestrians are even more vulnerable than
cyclists, as you say, then perhaps they too
should wear helmets.

The majority of accidents involving cyclists_‘
are caused by either cyclist error or a moto’®
not “seeing the rider. Surely it is better to
avoid an accident than reduce the possible
consequences of one.

It's the paranoid pessimists like yourself W¥
ride around looking down at the ground whﬂA
have the accidents, so learn to ride a bike &
wear something bright Miss Gloom.

Yours sincerely,

- Wally Hater

Replies in brief :
‘Steven Threadgill: The matter is still subjudict
Richard: Please provide full name and address
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Radio Signals

Dear Rambo, Andy and Andrew,

If no news is good news then the Fifth Col-
umnist is by one criterion good. By all other
criteria their ability to distort, confuse and
assemble unrelated events into column inches
renders them worthy of death by the most
violent means possible.

Let us start with the facts:

1. Early in March the catering manager was
advised that advertising for Cloisters would be
charged for, at least to the value of produc-
tion costs and air space. After all, there is no
free lunch for us because we work for the 3
association is there, Rambo? This advertising
was either beyond catering requirements or
perhaps beyond the reach of their overspent
budget and consequently Radio UFM agreed to
advertise Cloisters free of any charge during
the Orientation reports.

2. It seems only fair that Canta, an associa-
tion service which receives massive donations
of “student money”, fill some of those blank
pages,not with biased bickering or grandiose
graphics but with an advertisement for an
event which was planned to top up the
association’s coffers. Hence Radio UFM at-
tempted to procure a good deal. We couldn’t
get ong so we paid your rates instead.

You see Charlotte, unlike your newspaper
(forgive the assumption) Radio UFM is in the
unfortunate position of being on the wrong end
of the old Association media double standard.
* Unlike you, we actually have to pay for
ourselves. Fortunately, if we receive the ac-
counts staff support which we are charged
for, this will not be hard for us to do.

In the meantime, dear editor, prove to me
that you are the middle class woman that
your high ideals and untested morality portray
you as. Take power over your life. Select your
sharpest layout knife and drive it with un-
moderated vigour through the eye sockets of
the fools whose boring bleatings infest page
two of your newspaper (forgive the assump-
tion).

Te ra marie kia koe
Mike Batcheler
P.0. No, | didn’t mean the President.

Mike — re your application for the position of
5th columnist — the above contribution is
moderately funny, but a little long and off the
point. 'll keep the present incumbent on —
keep trying. — Love Charlotte

A Lecture

Dear Editor,

| have just sat through a Political Science
lecture where some students talked non-stop
throughout with total disregard for the majori-
ty of students wishing to hear the lecture and
the lecturer trying to give the lecture.

This seems to be a growing problem in some
Stage One lectures and | have several things
to say to these students.

A. If you find the lectures so boring then do
something constructive about changing them
instead of sitting on your arses complaining. |
doubt any of these vocal people have joined
the lecture/student liaison group. Change in-
volves some effort on our part.

B. With the threat of ‘user-pays’ looming over
our heads the value of a virtually free educa-
tion system becomes even more obvious. Don't
abuse it.

C. If you don’t wish to listen to the lecturer
then don’t bother coming, the rest of us are
here to learn something. We have already
learnt basic manners, perhaps it's time you
did.

Yours,
Amanda Russel

Craig returns.

Dear Charlotte,

“I'm not a woman, I'm a Conservative”. This
staement was made by Edwina Currie, a Brit
Tory MP. The crisis of gender is not restricted
to britain — in Australia, a group named
Women Who Want to be Women exists (but if
they want to be women, does that mean they
aren't now?)

| can only come to one conclusion — they‘re
obviously heavily, padlock-closeted transexuals
and drag queens, that's probably why they
want to be what they believe are women.

Heavily Closeted Transexuals And Drag
Queens Who Want to be Women would be too
much of a mouthful. Mrs (or Mr) Currie’s
plight is no less tragic. Edwina (Edwin?) has
obviously submitted to forced sex-change
surgery in order to become Conservative.

Charlotte, right-wing “women” are advertis-
ing under misleading circumstances. Expost
them!

C. Young (Mr)

To Whoever at Canta

It's nice to hear Martin’s views on the world
as we know it. | presume that he's a Christian
as according to him, “It is up to the Christian
world to criticise Christianity”. Of course we
all know that what he's saying is a lot of
crap!

Basically, taking his view, it is up to the
mentally handicapped to criticise themselves
and also it's up to the criminals to criticise
crime etc etc. Sweeping generalisations taken
from a secularised pop-psychology- don’t do
anything except convince the writer that he's
right.

As for Anamal, does he really know what
Christianity is all about? | think that he
doesn’t believe in the spiritual or in a God
who wants to so much be an integral part of
each individual's life. So many times people at-
tack “Christianity” when really they mean
“The Church” or some sort of religious system
which is @ gutless facade. You know religion
is people trying to reach up to God, but Chris-
tianity is God reaching down to man. Chris-
tianity is not church every Sunday, it's not a
flash capitalistic building, it's not even the Ten
Commandments. It's a personal thing, in which
if you accept Jesus Christ and if you are real-
ly into it, you'll try and establish the Kingdom
of God on earth.

On the topic of demon-possession also. It's
not a nice thing. You may well not be
“demon-possessed”, but | can tell you it's real
and if you've-seen people writhing over the
floor, it would be enough to make you barf.

But! Christians also make me barf. Some are
so wimpy and nice you want to throw up. It's
a result of the “respectability of the religion”
syndrome and it's about time for some gut-
level aggression. As for me, my hair points to
the sky, the place I'd rather be.

Antony Ruddenklau

Arma virumque cano

Dear Editor
The central committee of Pus-Soc hereby
give notice that:

a. "“Woodpecker” is obviously politically un-
sound and is just the sort of person we'd
like to meet.

b. Anyone publicly libelling MadDog has got to
be insane. When we find “Woodpecker's”
secret identity, said person is dog meat!

c. We would like to propose an alliance...
once we've resurrected you.

d. Our full support is given to Bibel Libel. Fun-
dies may be politically unsound, but this is
far outweighed by their obnoxiousness.

Death to Government
The Chairman

Dog bites man

Dear Charlotte,

In reply to Peeker Woods rave in the last
Canta, | am amused at his childish petulance
at not having the street savy to be able to
find an underground organisation. But then
again | never expect intelligence from Bakunin
Anarchists (those are the anarchists that
would like to be Marxist, but are unable to
read Marx. | suppose a comic book version of
Das Kapital is planned for them). Then again,
how much intelligence is needed by those left
wingers who are willing to destroy without
having any idea of what to build in its place.

Maddog
P.S. Remember when wiring electrics, Red
after Yellow kills the Fellow.

RECYCLED
RECREATION

5 B TRADERS IN

USED AND
AFFORDABLE
NEW SKIS,
BOOTS, SKI
CLOTHING
AND ALL
GENERAL
SPORTING GOODS

BUY x SELL » TRADE

81 Riccarton Rd
Ph. 483-625

81 Manchester St
Ph. 65-100

Opposite
Repycled Recreation

73 MANCHESTER

Phone 66-883

HOLD IT! Don't buy

your Calculator until

you've seen Turners Of-

fice Products First.
CASIO FX-602P

512(Max) Program Steps,
88(Max) Memories.
Cassette Interface and
Character Printer Connec-
table

*Alphabetic dot matrix display *High utility
variation of program steps and data
.memories
T 512 steps 32 steps

22 memories 88 memories

Turners’ Special Price

$189.95

We carry a full range of scien-
tific calculators and hand-held
computers. All with special
student prices. We give
students 10% off all pur-
chases. We carry the largest
range of CASIO, AMSTRAD
& ATARI in Christchurch.
Don’t forget the new
AMSTRAD PC

Students most welcome — even to browse

N TURNERS LTD
3 OFFICE PRODUCTS CENTRE
Telephone 794-820 — 625 Colombo Street

NB. 10% discount does not apply to
specials

|HOLD IT! Don't buy

your Calculator until
you've seen Turners Of-
fice Products First.
CASIO FX-702P
Pocket High-scientific
with 55 functions

=t e .-
READY P@: FX-702p (680 _.“%
cfcfoelsl | T L 1-1-§
sfojo)ll T L1 L1 ]
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*Display: 20 Alpha-numeric characters
*RAM capacity -2kbytes *10 independent
program areas *Regression analysis *240
hours on two Lithium batteries *17H x
165W x 82mmD, 176g. *Comes with *‘pro-
gram library”’

Turners’ Special Price

$269.95

We carry a full range of scien-
tific calculators and hand-held
computers. All with special
student prices. We give
students 10% off all pur-
chases. We carry the largest
range of CASIO, AMSTRAD
& ATARI in Christchurch.
Don’t forget the new
AMSTRAD PC

Students most welcome — even to browse

9
TURNERS LTD
¥ =

OFFICE PRODUCTS CENTRE
Telephone 794-820 — 6256 Colombo Street

N.B. 10% Discount does not apply to
specials
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Beg, Borrow or Steal ?
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FIGHT USER PAYS!

How would you pay for your Un

?

Education




