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5. THE AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY
wd STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION (INC.)
TE ROOPU TAUIRA O TE WHARE
WAANANGA O TAMAKI MAKAURAU
Tel: 309 0789 Fax: 303-2236

EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR
(Full Time)

The Auckland University Students' Association wishes to
appoint an Education Co-Ordinator to support student
representation to the University on Education issues. Duties
will include providing briefing papers and background
information, plus supporting and co-ordinating a class
representative system. A.U.S.A.has a membership of 23,000
students and represents these students to all levels of the
University.

Skills required include computer literacy, research and
information management, organising human resources,
negofiation, lobbying, mediation and conflict resolution ability
plus competency in communications and consultation.
Applicants should also have a University degree.

A.U.S.A_is an Equal Opportunities Employer.

Job description
on request.
Applications close

10 October 1994.

Applications and enquiries to:
General Manager, A.U.S.A.,
Private Bag 92019, Auckland.
Phone 309 0789.
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Things don’t always
run smoothly between
tenants and landlords

1o find out your rights and
obligations as a tenant,
contact your local

Tenancy Services office.

TE
Lservices

A division of the Xinistry of Housing

HIGH COUNTRY SELL-OUT?

August this year: four members of the University
fnvironment Group travel to Nelson for the annual ECO
conference. ECO (Environment and Conservation
Organisations) is a national group coordinating policy and
activities from organisations around the country. A broad
array of workshops and seminars covered everything from
the good (environmental campaigning under MMP) to the
downright bleak (the future of NZ's fishing industry under
proposed new controls). One that attracted my interest was
by Hugh Barr, president of Federated Mountain Clubs,
regarding the proposed review of high country lease-held
land.

A sizable chunk of the South Island’s high country is publicly
owned: 2.4 million hectares, to be precise. Much of this land is let
inder pastoral leases. These give rights to the pasture only: to
the land for other activities, such as removing native timber,
ry or commercial tourism, permission must be sought from the
Commissioner of Crown Lands.
But just of late, certain interests are keen to see the government
ivatise this huge area of public land. In particular, these “interests”
: largely some members of the government - in line with the
ational Party’s laissez-faire leanings - and the leaseholders
themselves. Their claim is that freeholding is necessary for the
development of economically viable farming, forestry and tourism
ventures. Of course, those opposing freeholding of the land note that
ihis small number of leaseholders are exactly those who stand to
profit...
So what’s the deal? The Government would privatise the land for
a2small one-off gain. But the lease-holders aren’t badly off now: the
4 million ha. has a value of $91 million, leased to the 360 lessees
and total of $1.1 million per annum (just over 1% of its capital
To put that in perspective, four students paying $55 each for a
sould be living in a property worth $950 000 to equal this! No-
| say that the small number of lessees have not had things
1eir way.
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The FMC (Federated Mountain Clubs) aren’t epposed to the
freeholding of grazing land, nor are they opposed to foreign
investment in NZ, The problem for them is absentee foreign
ownership and control of farmland - and more importantly, the
freeholding of land which isn’t farmland. For instance, high country
leases also contain large areas of native forest, hundreds of
spectacular mountain peaks, native scrublands, alpine herb and
snowgrass fields and scree areas, none of which are grazed. But the
lessees are keen to include these areas into a freehold land package:
they might be unproductive, but they’re potent bargaining chips.

Are win-win situations possible? The FMC seems to think so. The
non-grazing value of much of the leased land is very high - it's
important for recreation and conservation. For that reason it should
revert to the conservation estate. Presently, the 1948 Land Act allows
for an exchange of rights; that means these lands could be removed
from the lease in exchange for the freeholding of the productive

portions. This is why the FMC opposes any fundamental
change in the tenure of such land. They favour instead
the status quo, with the Crown retaining its
existing rights with amendments (for example,
to increase rentals to fair levels, precipitate a
gradual system of reclassification (ie of
recreation and conservation land) and
rights exchange, and halt further
degradation of poorly managed
areas). As for other legislation, the
Resource Management Act isn't
equipped to protect lease-held
areas with conservation or
recreation value. Hugh Barr,
for one, has little faith in the
RMA at all.

Leases may be bought
and sold like a freehold title,
but are comparatively
cheap. Lessees may sell to
foreign buyers, and going by
its past record, the Overseas
Investment Commission is

very unlikely to oppose any
rural land sales to foreigners.
Lessees have first choice to
buy, and speculative interest
from wealthy foreigners has
increased, The FMC, along with
many others, sees the “land grab” as
a huge threat to the rights of New
Zealanders who enjoy their unique high
country. Like most of us, they've found
they're fighting a government with ideological
tunnel vision and little regard for the future,
Frans van Wyngaarden
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Many thoughts flew through
my head as | prepared for
this article. My prior
experiences with sex
guides had been fairly
limited. The Joy of Sex
by Alex Comfort, that
well known classic,
was foisted on me
as an adolescent by
a good friend’s
liberal pinko parents
(much to my
embarrassment at the time
- though we all tried to act
like it was cool). The Joy
of Sex is filled with LOTS
of graphic lifelike sketches
of couples (well, one
couple) involved in a variety
of acts. Personally, it never
really inspired me, the guy had
brown hair and a beard, and I've
always thought it was written for
older people who lived through
the 70s and thought (hell, still
think) corduroy is cool,

Apart from this, my best
friend owns a fascinating book
entitled Chinese Sex Secrets. This

wee gem is filled with (some,
very old) paintings of people
having sex, often with stylised
genitals - flower buds, bamboo
shoots and the like, Historically
an informative and interesting
read, it'doesn’t have much to offer
the modern reader, as' most of the
positions involve the woman contorting her body in the most
unlikely fashion, which then requires at least a couple of servants to
hang around lifting and supporting...

So, where did | start my current journey into Sex Guide land? At
the public library of course. This was rather disheartening, as there
are 62 entries under the subject heading “sex instruction,” and they
were mostly lost or out. However, | managed to locate a few, and
discovered that Barbara Keeling's opinion is true. Author of Sexual
Healing (and a “surrogate” sex clinician I'll have you know), she
.states there are basically two types of sex manuals. The first is for
individuals who are “dysfunctional,” having problems with arousal,
erections, orgasm, etc. The second gives ideas on how to enhance
sexual pleasure (pant-pant).

Barbara exhorts us to take the time to enjoy sensuality. In her
book: “You will not learn to be ‘incredible in bed’ or how to ‘give
great head’; rather “You will learn how to enjoy sexual activities
rather than how to ‘perform’ them.” A tall order indeed. Barbara
encourages us to get to know our bodies, how they work, and what
gets us going. | don't think it's bad advice myself. Basically this is a
good book, filled with sound advice for women who suffer from
“preorgasmia” (inability to orgasm, sounds a bit like a flower though).
It also has tons of “case studies,” and you’ll be heartened to know (as
I was) that “Today, Carol regularly experiences orgasms during
intercourse...”

Dr. Ruth provided advice more along the second line, jazzing up
one’s sex life. Excerpts had my flat rioting with laughter. Advice
included praising your partner’s penis: “Hi there! | find you to be

"

really handsome darling, you‘re such a charming toy!” etc. Getting to
know, and love, your penis/vagina. The importance of touching. It's

not the size that matters, etc, Crass as only Americans can be, Dr,
Ruth says there is no hope for your sex life if you don't find your
partner sexually attractive. Hey! Wow! Hadn't thought of that, All
said and done though, Dr. Ruth has some pretty good advice for
those of us in relationships.

Strangely enough though, | felt pretty inadequate in reviewing
the sex section of Eric Marcus’ book, The Male Couple’s Guide to
Living Together. Those in the scene tell me there is little literature oy
there for gay men in longterm relationships. Eric offers a broad
discussion which mentioned some of the more rotable and bizarre a
well as the more commonly known activities, and | learnt quite a bit,
Basically the relationship stuff was pretty similar (and he quotes Dr.
Ruth); however, the differing social norms result in a different
emphasis, for example in the approach to non-monogomy.

On the whale, you're
more likely to find the
few non-heterosexual sex
guides at more specific
organisations,
like say
women'’s
centres,
and
clinics,
than the
public
library!

Peter
Gordon
and
Louise
Mitchell
write
about
Safer Sex,
saying
there’s a lot more to this than just
¢hanging behaviour: basic things
such as looking after yourself, diet,
general health, and emotional
well-being... The section | most
enjoyed was “Finding a Sexual
Language” which includes
such gems as “quim wedge”
and “funbags.” Hmmm.

Basically there are
THOUSANDS of sex guides out
there, not only ones that tell
you what to do, but ones that
tell you what to think.

Overall, the quote | like best
comes from Gordon and
Mitchell - “Glossy sex
manuals, all claiming to help
us become sexually skilled,
adept or positively acrobatic,
are constantly appearing; their
popularity is a measureé of the
poverty of many sexual loves
which value the permission of
experts above their own innate
creativity.” So, the advice | take
is - JUST DO IT (Reebok™).
Victoria Butler




