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MANTIS 
QUADRAPHENIA SAT 10th SEP 

Mantis are from Dunedin, but don't boast 
any jangly guitars or tight black jeans. 
Looking very New York in their hard-core 
stylees, Mantis prowled around the stage, a 
fearsome foursome from the South. 

Once Mantis had adjusted to the 
confines of Quadraphenia they slipped 
into one rockin' set! This was loud music 
for the nineties - good chunky riffs, 
big drums and angry lyrics, though 
god only knows what they mean. 
Though tailing off near the end, when 
they were cookin' there was steam 
rising - with any luck they'll return 
some time soon. 

P.S. If anyone in Mantis reads this 
we'd sure like to hear your debut 
tape. 

Kevin List 

the 
BRAINCHILDS 
Roll 
Festival 
Don't be expecting a quirky album . 
with lots of fun experimental 
sounds, and you'll probably really 
enjoy this, the second album from Wellington's the Brainchilds. 

Janet Roddick (vocals, organ and trombone), Steve Roche 
(guitars, vocals and trumpets) and David Donaldson (bass) have 
apparently grown up and out of their wacky days as the avant 
garde Six Volts. The fourth member is Tim Robinson (drums) who 
also plays for the Bilge Festival. 

On this album, Roddick shows us another of her multiple 
talents - song writing - contributing three songs. "Granny's Song," 
a lovely lilting ode to her Scottish grandmother who sailed to the 
new country, adds to the collection of New Zealand songs 
acknowledging (for many of us) our colonial heritage. Roche must 
have been having one of those days" when he wrote his two songs 
included on Roll. Both of them are rather sombre and his vocals 
definitely have that depressing country twang to them. "What Will 
Be Will Be" leaves you feeling kinda hopeless and "Too Late To 
Change" will keep you company when no one else will because 
you're being so dang mis'rable. "Shaft of light cuts me to the core/ 
and brin~~ to mind the times I've let you down/It's too late to 
change ... 

Two other tracks stand out. "Living On Unstable Ground," by 
Donaldson, is a neat song about living in Wellington where plates 
collide and steep hillsides obscure the horizon. And the final track, 
"Lie Back," is a deadly lullaby with a slow and smooth percussion 
beat which is magic. Roddick's eerie vocals are marvellous and will 
stay with you all day. 

@ Roll is a much more consistent album compared to their debut, 
i:C=:a perhaps due to the professional production (David Saunders) used 
C this time - it's no longer a DIY thing. OK, so Roll didn't make a 
r,;n huge impression but you will find strong lyrics, brilliant vocals, 

some great pop and even a Beatles cover (listen out for the single) -
there's just no quirk anymore! 

Briget 

DROOL, SNORT, 
BRAASPADEAK 

INTERZONE, SAT SEP 3 
Within seconds of launching into the first set of the night, a 

moshing throng of buzzed out Metal fans occupied the 
"dance" floor, vibrating, slamming and falling over to n the onslaught of Drool. Formed earlier this year, 

1 
/ M-, the three piece raged with full-on original 

L~ ,/ ,'"'1, 1 ·'\ hard-core Punk. Versatility was shown with a 
C./ c~.~ ! holist~c o~eri_ng of "L~t the Fucken Universe 

,.-- ' Decrde. Hip man .. .. 
L S-12iroc'I'"'"' The vamps are back. Lyrically preying on 

men, and humanity in general, the all-girl 
line up of Snort was tight. While at times the 

mix seemed vague, ferocity ensured the ladies' 
fans were not let down. About the time I was 

wondering about the crowd's ability to maintain 
the pace, a welltimed respite was given in the form of a hip hop 
number; a most unusual choice given the atmosphere of the 
evening. 

Braaspadeak - magic metal mayhem. Despite having lost a 
few of the audience to exhaustion, or perhaps to licensed 

venues, this band kicked arse. Intense as any "signed" band 
.,.. from anywhere, Braaspadeak speaks heaps. Social messages 

such as in "What You Say" (about the band members' 
wishes for bullshit artists to fuck off) were narrated alongside 
profound musical dexterity. 

The band is good - catch them when ya can! 
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Richard Small 

ne well-versed with the William 
B~J'f'riUghs' novel Naked Lunch, lnterzone should 
have a familiar ring about it. In his story lnterzone 
was an exotic sea port somewhere, unspecified, 
along the coast of North Africa; peopled by a 
m9tfey collection of freaks, eccentrics, lunatics and 
of c;.4),rse junkies. SPAC first used the name 

•=· e for one of their fund raising dance 

ut when they got their venue underway 
s year nothing seemed more appropriate. 
i~fhe Sodetyfor the''~f> ot Arts-fo 
l ch)teffl}ed aroun 
toth~ severe tack" 

musicians and artists to present 
·wo~.,foltowing the leap of the 

·- • H, 

Super1$ project in Dunedfn, • 

With three months of regular gigs and other 
successful presentations behind it, lnterzone is 
living up to the initial expectations of the SPAC 
team, and plans are underway to expand the range 
of activities, 

,such as a regular weekend alternative craft 
market, an increase in performance art (il'ldudin9 a 
on~night piece inspired by the succe~ul ~omen~s 
.:ftl~~.held midyear), and more art e~~j~4qns. 

has. always planned to de y~ 
'id young artists, p,1rt' it!) 
resources. One such 

~ps run in conjunction 
Community-Art~ Coun 

September thr 
November. Th~t~r a,:ahge 

oftopicsip SPAC ~lined at o~ratlf)g a 
multi-use non-
<:ommercial space 
where young artists, 
could experiment 

To organbe a gig 
(performance, ohlbltfon eti;) 

at lnterzone: 

with\the 

ancl ,g 
poster 

productio \Waghorn - Your firrt 'attack If you hav~ 
?eative plans. Vk ij ·• rt thin!)'t.o a Jfl~nilger '.ind exploretheir 

<:reative potential 
without th~ 

t atlnterzone has and she is vi\'Jy •pproachable. ~9 well 
accountin 
managemen.t­
skills, and 
eligibility for 
benefits. The 
worksl)ops are 
free and if there 

in advance, some nights are bo~ 'Out months ahead. 
Ph 366-~!>$, 

constraints 
imposed by poor 
finances, 

Weston Owens - If you find It lmposslbte ti>'track downVic try 
Weston, he helps Vic and is generally Well vffled tin the. goings 

~n.Pb~ 

pugficans and the 
more traditional 

' John Creenfield - For general enqulrtes about SP.AC itseff call John, 
the Society's chairpen on. He works in the 2nd-hand department is a str6ng 

art galleries. This 
was no short order 
ofcourse, the venue 

of Echo Records and can usualJy be foundther. e durln9 the day, }fi 
otherwise ph 365-5156 'I 

Expenses - SPAC takes one.dollar a oft~ doottake 

enough response 
additional sessions 

will be organised. to cover rent. With>tfie ~~1al9l91. 
had to be many being held, SPAC has ma . Q(9'1l!Se iJ There are pamphlets 

available in all the ,if\ings at once: cheap, 
atc1=Ssible, large enough 

discounted PA, ivailablefo, 'tlne 
hundred dollan a night. 

obvious places (including 
CANTA). to cater for its many 

ltifferent uses, small enough to 
be tmaodally feasible and intimate, 
.aQd <>n top of this, with many new 
commercial venues opening, the spac;e would face 

• • <:OO'lpetition. Things were looking pretty gh..rm~ 
the ideal venue fefl into their laps out 6fthe 

~. ce Daniels night-spot1 the Lichfield Stvertve 
tt't'-tSPAC renamed lnteri.one was ready ma<.tefor 
the;ifpge.qs. Although they were offered the pfa<:oe 
at.the be.ginning of the year there were a number 
of major hurdles SPAC faced before they t.ould get 
i.t up and running. Changes in councilfe.gulations 
dealing wjth fire safety and disabled. persons' 
access alQlQSt ground the pr<>i~ct to-.:a 1)a(t. Then, •· · • ' w . 
due tt¥. bsentee treasurer, SP" • inancial 

e first rent bilt came.. r the 
Jnmittee overcame all··••· and 

e 1s now well underway... '" 

Although things are looking 
very healthy for lnterzone at 

P~Qt the next four months will make or 
re of the venue. Due to the faltering 
qf the fo('ll'\er secretary, SPAC did not 

rporated,status prope .renewed for 

th~'go'tta ponse 
g bodi~ Ii because 

us iegal status'they misse out<>ri any 
significantcsponsorship. With a rent re-evaluation 
due in three months, lnterzone is expecting some 
financially le<10 times. "' ¥ 

Howe~, anJ:lpp(kationf9r a liquor)kense is 
underway and with the current Jevcl\of $Up port and 
excitement committee-rnern band 

or-minisec VicM'+tgh ,. 
,yttttta's • 

¾ 



CRITIC STAFF POSITIONS SCAAS {SAMCANTY) MARUIA SOCIETY 
Otago University student publication. 
Fulllime paid positions available for. Editor, 
from early Feb for 36 weeks. Associate 
editor; approx 34 weeks. Technical editor; 
approx 34 weeks. Advertising manager; 
approx 34 weeks. Info: (03) 477 7961, ext 
732, or Critic editor 1995, cl Critic, PO Box 
1436, Dunedin, by 12 Oct. 

Samoan Canty Academic Assoc for 
students. 'High School visits," 21 Sept, 
Internal rm, 12-2pm 

'Cultural Harvest • A brave new world ?' 
Speakers on Treaty, flora and fauna issues. 
Sept 27, main Lecture Theatre, School of 
Law building at 7:30p.m. 

GENERAi:" ~· 

CARPARKS 

MASS 
The Catholic Chaplaincy invites you to 
lunchtime Mass. Tues 12.10 RmA10 
(Under the Main Library). 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

The carpark next to the Zoology Building 
will be partially closed off from 26 Sept. The 
layout for who gets to park where will also 
be affected. Other parking is still available, . 
cycles underground near Maths and 

CLUBS SEMINAR SCIENCE FICTION CLUB 

AGM al International Room, 22nd 
September, 7pm. Refreshments. Come and 
meet people from overseas. Anyone 
welcome. 

1 :OOpm, 21 Sept, SCR, 1995 Clubs Policy 
and Clubs Committee elections Ahem. Romulan spies intercepted our last 

transmission. Skiffy is SCHOLS 
see Registry level 3 

portable stands will be added where 
possible; motorcycles at Zoology, and 
Science near the Works And Services 
building; there'll be an extra 350 cycle 

PENFRIENDS 
Penfriends on the other side of the world. 
Info: Global Penfriends/P.B. 14 Hovseter/ 
0705 Oslo/Norway 

actually meeting in the UCR, Mon nights, 
not the LCR Wing 

CITIBANK CAMBRIDGE 
CAMPUS CHOIR 

stands near Law in 1995. Arts Road will be 
closed from where ii joins Forestry Road. 

Enclose 2 international reply coupons for 
return postage. 

AGM 21 Sept, 7.30pm. Rand R Dining Rm, 
Nominations for '95 Exec to Dave 348· 
3946. 

MPhil degree in Finance and Economics, 1 
yr at Cambridge Uni, 30 Nov. 

ZONTA INTERNAT AMELIA EARHART 
FELLOWSHIP LOST 

DESPERATELY SEEKING HUSBAND 
Please marry me. No commitment 
necessary, cash prize of $11 O per week, 
plus living allowance.(bul you don't have to 
live with me.) Contact me thru Isabelle at 
CANTA. 

1 X Bossflanger Effects Pedal (Little 
Purple Box) from the Aardvark/Weaverbrae 
Gig· Fri 9th CCR. If found, please phone 
Daniel 348-7874 or drop it in to Paul Kean's 
oHice 

MOUNTAIN BIKE CLUB 
AGM, 20 Sept, 7:30pm; Reading rm. 
Bar-B-Q and introductory night ride at 
Bottle Lake Forest. 21 Sept, 6pm, UCSA 
car park. See notice board for details. 

BSc or BEng, lo study aerospace-related 
sciences, 1 Nov. 

PhD AND MASTERS 
15Oct. 

NEXUS STAFF POSITIONS CLUBS TRAMPING CLUB LEADERSHIP 
COURSE 

HRC 

Waikato tertiary student publication in 
Hamilton, editor, assistant ed, ad manager, 
design ed. Info: Mediaboard/Waikato 
Students' Union/Private Bag 3059/Hamilton 

LIVE ROLEPLAYING CLUB 24-25 Sept. Craigibum. Aecom: Education 
Environment Centre. Instructors from 
Mountain Safety Council. Cost subsidised 
by Club. Mtg to organise trip 21 Sept 
7.30pm LCR. Info: Anna 348-5249. 

4 in Maori health research, 4 in South 
Pacific health research, 2 in Ethnics health 
research, 30 Sept. Election of Officers, adoption of constitution 

and discussion of possible events for 1995. 
7:00pm 20 Sept, Internal Rm. Info: Dillon 
3433-494 

Canterbury Film Society (New 
Clocktower Theatre, Arts Centre) -
Swedish Film Fest. Tues 20 - Smiles of a 
Summer Night. Sun 25 - Wild 
Strawberries. Mon 26 - Hugo & Josefin 
CSA Gallery - Working members 
"Interiors," til 25 Sept. Bruce Stewart, 
mixed media. Bill Cumming, "Now­
Then-Now" retrospective. 
Robert McDougall - Chiluly Collection 
(exhibition of American glass artist Dale 
Chiluly), from 22 Sept. Guest speaker 
Peter Shaw (Metro) on "The Fletcher­
Challenge Collection," 21 Sept in Main 
Gallery, $2.50. [also speaking at Fine 
Arts rm. 203 at 1 pm on "Clarice Cliff"). 
"Tall Poppies," installation by Judy 
Wilson, from 22 Sept. 
Salamander - "Water and Willow" 
woodcuts and engravings by Marilynn 
Webb. Until 24 Sept 
Cloisters - "Poetry for Lunch," featuring 
Kevin Ireland, Andrew Johnston, Fiona 
Farrell. 22 Sept, 1.1 0pm 
lkebana - Japanese flower arranging 
workshops, beginning Wed 24 Sept at 
the Arts Centre, 359 8258 
McDougall Art Annex - "4 by 2: A Solid 
Equation" sculpture exhibition 
continues. Martin Sullivan finishes 
21 Sept. Grant Takle from 22 Sept 
Opera - soprano Valerie Wycoff sings 
Purcell and Schubert. Great Hall, 
28 Sept 8pm. $12/10, 351 7432 
Polytech Jazz - Great Hall, 21 Sept 
7.30pm, $10/5 

University Music School - String ensemble 
26 Sept, wind ensemble 27 Sept. Great Hall, 
8pm, $5 /2 
Lunchtime Concert - Sept 23, pianist Barry 
Brinson plays Bach, Jerome Kern and 
Gershwin, $7/6 
Court Theatre - "Money and Friends," 
Australian comedy. Nightly except Sunday. 
$23 /18, ph 366 6992 
Dramasoc - "Ecotopia", til 23 Sept. 1 pm in 
the UCR, $2 entry. 
Musoc and Dramasoc - Sept 24-Oct 1 
Ngaio Marsh Theatre, "Road" by Jim 
Cartwright: it's "Coronation Street on 
Speed," $8/5 
"How To" Workshops 
By SPAC and the Community Arts Council, 
register by phoning Janet Luxton on 
366-5451. 
- Keeping the Books - 26 Sept, 2-4pm 
OR 7-9pm 
- A-Z Media - 10 Oct 2-4 OR 7-9 
- Planning & Goal setting 26th Oct 2-4 
or 7-9 
- Poster Prodn 2 Workshops: 1 workshop 
explores the myth of printer jargon, Nov 8, 
2-4 or 7-9. Workshop 2 gives you "hand­
on" experience with design & paste up, 
Nov 15 2-5 or 7-10 
- Band ing Together 21 Nov 2-4 or 7-9 
SPAC Submissions invited for forthcoming 
SPAC/Carnage Inc. production - SPAC 1 - a 
Christmas compilation of Chch creativity!!!! 
To contribute prose, poetry, artworx, comix 
etc, info Simon, 3583-750 (not mornings!) 

BRITISH TELECOM CAMBRIDGE 
1 st Class Honour by Oct 1995, 30 Nov 

Community Law Centre talk - 22 Sept, 
noon, Conference Rm, Trustbank Hse 

Free Courses for Women 
UNDERSTANDING and EXPLORING 
ANGER 
4 Oct-8 Nov. Tues 1 0am-12pm, Tutor: 
Judith Challies 
LESBIAN PSYCHODRAMA WORKSHOP 
7 Oct Fri 7.30-1 0pm. 8 Oct, Sat 10- 5pm 
Info: 379-7047 

Wise Women, 26 Sept, Network Mtg 5:30-
7:30prn, Seminar Rm, 2nd Floor 186 
Hereford St 

Scientific Maori & Conservational 
Perspectives of Cultural Harvest - 27 Sept, 
talk at the Law Ctre, varsity, 7:30pm 

Management Foundation of University of 
Canterbury - Business & the Environment· 
Striving for Balance 23 Sept Anthony Hearn 
QC Barrister, & 30 Sept Dr Roger Blakeley, 
Chief Executive, Ministry of Environment 

McDonald's - Mclibel Support Campaign 
For leaflets, posters, T shirts, and more info 
on the court case. Box 14156 Wgtn 

MUSIC 
Quadrophenia Shaft from Auckland 
supported by Snort, Thurs 22nd. DJs 
Douglas and Hami Fri 23rd. Wadd and Das 
Phaedras from Dunedin Sat 24th. 

Freakshow II All ages gig at the 
Caledonian Hall featuring EST, Loves Ugly 
Children, Pumpkinhead and more, Fri 23rd. 

6astart1 Cl'A.NTATrivia Quiz, by Hamish Edgar. 
r, as judged by Hamish, is Dillon eurke. Also 
"i,1dged by1he:Editor, is Diana Scrimshaw. 

The b 1mswers, with the correct answers in (these 
brackets], and 1!f)ot prizes, are below. 
1. Xtina's nalrfflis week? 
Pur • basis, tinged with an o~oge/yelk111 

right. [Peachy-Blonde ~l.th Hints Qt 
od went to check, now, did'ihev?l 

Z.}IQ H en? . Ji 
11\\,erted 180 degrees'fl'!d burning on the Wig' 
[The Holden HQ engine Is an 8-cylinder 'V' ty" 
3. Quantum mechanics? 
No prize awarded. 
4. Varieties of icecream? 
There can be only one, And the one shall be ChocQtate. 
Spots to Diana Scrimshaw for the recipe, and Geoff:-) for the 
variety. 
5. In common? 
- The best of collection gets released in June. No free steak 
knives. 
- None of them have stayed at my flat. 
[The historical personalities have ABSOLUTEL V NOTHING in 
commo,:i. It was a trick question.] 
6. Which dept should exist on campus? 
-The department of Parasychology. It's all true I tell you, 
everytbin.g, Elvis, Crop Circles, Ghosts, UFO Kidnapping, 
CattleMbtUation, that zit pattern is not random that's the 
orbitafmindcontrol lasers at work, keep your tinfoil hat 
handyl 

Things don't always 
run smoothly between 
tenants and landlords 

To find out your rights and 
obligations as a tenant, 

contact your local 
Tenancy Services office. 

TE.CY 
., t' I I' I ( (', 

A di11isio,r ,f the iV!i11istry of Homing 

- My busy schedule only allows metoanswer.quHtton six, 
the answer of course being the Dept of Chronology. Dr Nick 
O'Thyme. 
7. Greatest party trick of all time? 
Jed putting a condom op his nose and pulling it out his 
mouth. 
(Unquestionably a bridge, somewhere in the USA, that was 
measured in Meh,ina, one Melvin being a freshman student 
about s•t 1," Some seniors at a frat party turned MeJvin end­
over-end frotn one end<>tthe bridge to the other. 
spraypalntiog Metvlns as they went. Th&bridge is now 76.2 
Melvina long and a national landmark • Melvin got about $150 
forhls efforts}. 
8. Grea.t.est onertmer? 
HI, l smelt VC>tJ from across the room; have you showered 
recently? .. '" 
[I always f~q1.1red "So many assholesl So few-buUets!'1 
9. Band namt, SU~rgroove. 
1 o. [I, Dr Lockwood Smith MP ... and .snon. Most of you got 
the decryption, but the translation "Wank Wank Wank X12" 
was missing). 
11. Complete the registration plate? 
I think the .small print says something along the lines of "If 
you are close enough to read this then the car alarm has gone 
off." 
(I can't believe so many of you guessed. It was a joke!] 
12. Actor who plays Greg? 
Role as husband to Kate Wolfe. Also in a play with actor who 
plays Chris Warner. And the really sexy stripper in the 
original Ladies' Night. 
[Timothy Balme (Greg on Shorters) also played Lionel 
Cosgrove, in the classic splatter movie Braindead - he does 
seem to get around, doesn't he?]. 

Hamish Edgar 

NEW: First person to bring in a book (not a dictionary, 
thesaurus, or CANT A), with the word "slob" in it, and point 
it out to the Editor. Excellent prizes to choose from, winner 
announced and quoted in Issue 24. 

e
FIORDLAND Sea~~ 

• - T& atftsiy --
on the lakes and sounds of 

E~~L~:1~~~~! Fiordland National Park 
Guided Tours (no experience needed) 

Independent Rentals 

Kayaking /tramping/ mountain biking combinations-
Transport. single/double kayah all paddling gear 1nclud1ng 

wet suit. paddle & fife iachets. gloves safety equipment provided 
Guided trips include camping cooking ancl f1si1111g gear 

paddling instruction, safety-dec1s1011 making by guide 
Our water taxi can be used for transport to , from remote areas 

For further details phone Bill Gibson or Daphne Taylor 
FIORDLAND WILDERNESS EXPERIENCES 

66 Quintin Drive TE ANAU (03) 249 7700 collect 

a real holiday adventure 
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In the 
Centenary/Capping 

issue of CANTA earlier this year_ 
a number of our forbears on campus 

were mentioned. Many are famous enough to 
need no further mention. However, the stories of the 

others are no less fascinating. 

Among these is Stella Mary Henderson, suffragist, diplomat, 
parliamentary correspondent and Canterbury graduate - BA/LLB. 

Henderson was one of three sisters who spent their lives working for women. 
Her elder sister Christina was also a famous suffragist (and is covered in the 

book The Suffragists). Younger sister Elizabeth (Mccombs) was to become the 
first NZ female MP. Stella herself moved to Australia and became the first woman to 

represent Australia at the League of Nations. 

Sally G. Page made her presence felt in her days on campus, serving as Women's VP for 
three consecutive years (not four, as indicated in Issue 8), and was the first female Life 
Member of the UCSA. She is now Professor of Chemistry at the University of London, 
and an authority on the tissues of the muscular system. 

Australian-born Edith Howitt Searle (also covered in The Suffragists) attended 
Canterbury College after being inspired by another famous graduate, Helen 
Connon, about whom Edith later wrote a biography. Better known by her pen­
name Edith Searle Grossman, she published four novels: Angela; a Messenger 
(1890), In Revolt (1893), A Knight of the Holy Ghost (1907), and The Heart of the 
Bush (1910). Her works were used in the suffragist movement for equal rights in 
marriage for women. 

Former CANTA Editor Denis James Matthews Glover, writer, poet, printer, 
teacher, graduated BA in 1935, before becoming an assistant lecturer in English, 

1936-38. He also founded Caxton Press in 1936, before joining Pegasus Press in 
1953, and Wingfield Press in Wellington, 1955. Serving as a Lieutenant-Commander 

in WWII Glover received a DSC. Of CANTA, Glover said: "The Students Association paper 
when I got there was a modest sort of Church magazine affair. .. a parish magazine of the 
worst description." 

Haven't times changed! 

Dave Hill 

THE SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE 
ON ECONOMIC CRISIS 
We are in the longest and deepest of the series of 
economic crises that began after the oil shock of 
1973. Under capitalism it is unlikely we will ever see a 
recovery of living standards, or full employment. To 
explain why, we must step back a little, both 
figuratively and temporally. 

Capitalism is an experiment, in that its direction and 
outcome are uncertain. Historically, it's relatively new, replacing 
feudalism and monarchies about 200 years ago. From the small 
beginnings of crafts, trades, and small local business, it moved 
into the industrial revolution. Workers were largely driven into 
urban areas to sell their labour by the land enclosure laws, which 
passed the remaining public land into private control, so that 
peasants could no longer subsist there by raising crops and 
running animals. To survive you had to sell your labour, or be 
one of the privileged elite who now owned the means of 
production - land, factories, or some other business operation. 

The industrial revolution involved big factories, new 
lechnology, machinery, and expanding markets. Changes since 
have involved steadily improving technological sophistication, 
with the accompanying loss of jobs. But the biggest difference is 
the increasing transnational nature of capital. We have seen a 
mass ive corporatisation, with fewer and bigger companies 
rema ining. We now live in a global economy: 40% of the 
Aotearoa stockmarket value is foreign-owned, as are many of our 
big industries and businesses. If the Employment Contracts Act is 
revoked then much of that investment capital will simply leave, 
in search of a bigger profit margin where the labour force is more 
exploitable and docile. 

Recovery from the great 1930s depression was due to the 
holding down or cutting of wages, and also the effects of 
rearmament and war. For example in both Germany and Japan, 

the rise of fascism enabled the crushing of workers' 
organisations. Also, their economies benefited from the high 
demand for war materials. The US "recovery" in the 1980s was 
largely due to Reagan's doubling of defence spending, yet today 
fully 80% of the mighty US national debt is due to his borrowing 
for this. 

So we're in uncharted waters. The "third world" situation is 
predicted to get worse under GATT. "Asian tigers" Taiwan, 
Malaysia, and Singapore grow, but at a terrible price - the brutal 
repression and exploitation of workers and their environments. 
Meanwhile the "first world" slides deeper into debt - Britain at 
the rate of 1.5 billion pounds per week! Aotearoa has failed to 
record a balance of payments surplus since 1973. 

Marx predicted deeper and deeper crises until the point of 
total collapse, with no return to full employment. Wellington 
newspaper The Dominion last year asked 20 leading economists 
how we should solve our economic woes. Their prescriptions 
ranged from a return to unadulterated protectionism to unbridled 
laissez faire, and every shade in between. Most economists 
readily admit that they have no answers, many now suggest there 
is no answer. 

Yet these economists never question that capitalism is the 
best or only system. Further they hang desperately onto the hope 
that if we can just sustain "economic growth" then we should 
pull out of the recession. Like a child, if it is not growing then 
there must be something wrong with it. Yet what seems to escape 
economists, editorial writers (of the capitalist press), and other 
apologists for capitalism is that we live on a fragile, sick and 
FINITE planet. The simple fact that WE CAN'T CONTINUE TO 
GROW seems to have totally eluded them. Instead we are 
supposed to engage in an ever-increasing frenzy of consumer 
production and consumption. 

The response to economic crises by ruling classes worldwide 
has been to cut back on social spending: health, education, 
welfare, housing, public transport etc. This only highlights 
capitalism's contradictions further because although it reduces 
state spending, it also means that workers forced into ever more 
"user pays" have less and less "disposable income" to spend on 
consumer goods - so manufacturers, and thus the economy, slide 
deeper into recession. The small growth in spending we see 
today is sustained only by the top 20%, whom "new right" 
economics have benefited. 

To find out more about Socialist alternatives, or just to 
discuss or debate these ideas, then check out the weekly 
campus meetings of the International Socialists, contact Robyn 
(338-5563). 



Sex and Gender 

l//1/IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

I recently bumped Into a friend who's a commentator on Outw&ves, Chrlstchurch/Otautahl's lesbian, gay and 
bisexual radio show, and our gossip turned to the respective children In our lives - me as a co-parent, she as a 

~:~~eyn:~rs ago, I would have considered current} ~y_eer concern fo ?}'':fij~~i.ijffltJ/p rights as a sign 
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,.,.,.,. partnerships, " with theobligationtocomplywith divorce 

a O a laws in the case of breakdown. Sweden is current~ 
"' " o " debating its own registered partnership law. 

~~-~ "' ===-Ii I I I \I ~~ e, II 1 1 U Closer to home, Haw_aii's Supreme Court_ struc~ 
..,_..,.,__ down aws proh1b1tmg same-sex marriage as 

unconstitutional, and its Senate refused to pass 
1 .

1 1\ legislation banning it. 

\ Californian Fundamentalist Louis Sheldon tried 

With regards to parentifl&WK . i~;:.;~urt 
duration lesbian relatio • .,. , ••••• • '··':&lhMl:f rs to successful lesbian 
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The final relationship equalityJSSue·is omes ic 'vioience '.Tiie'stfnifay'News recently covered the case 
of a gay spouse rapist, who was imprisoned for his crime. So he should have been. Even though 
apparently raised in a dysfunctional family, family violence is a crime. Problem is, only battered wives 
or de facto partners can take out non-molestation orders- test cases have found that domestic partner 
protection policies don't apply to violent, dysfunctional gay couples - or to mothers with violent, 
uncontrollable offspring released from prison or psychiatric institutions. Fortunately, it seems that the 
Domestic Protection Act will be reformed to extend the scope of non-molestation orders. 

~ So, the "good" news in Aotearoa is that the proposed reforms to the Matrimonial Property Act and 
~ Domestic Protecti n Act recognise breaking up and dysfunctional queer relationships. • • 

t::C==I -(C That, in itself, signifies that the queer CQrnmunities have come to a new maturity, recognising that • 
r-,;;i some of us are respoQding to toxi upbringings - and that queer abused partners or those in 
~ disintegrating relationships should have equal rights to heterosexuals In similar contexts. 

~ Craig Young 

to get funding support for a pre-emptive 
referendum against gay marriage, but failed. 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
cases have resulted in mixed outcomes. 
Provincial high court in Ontario has validated 
lesbian and gay couple inclusion in long­
duration partnership benefit schemes, but 
a recent lesbian/gay marriage case was 
narrowly defeated in the Canadian 
Supreme Court. 

"If I had to do it au 011u again, I'd do it with Arthur Jenkins. " 
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