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The latest Court Theatre produc­
on 15 literally love off the shelf -
, ills and Boon come alive and set 
·J music. The brilliant inventive set 
~/lects this - the moment the au­
mence enter the theatre they are 
:onlronted by a much larger-than-life 
iesktop scene. It is complete with 
stacks and shelves of books (which 
act as a rostrum for the actors to . 
work onl, a rubic cube key-ring and 
a large rubber (which provides seats 
10r their performers), a transistor 

1adio at the side of the stage (from 
whence comes the musicl, a larger 
:oin (which provides a trapdoor en­
trance) and an enormous ruler (used 
is a ramp). Most importantly trere 
s a gigantic upright Mills and Boon 
romance titled Love off the Shelf 

THE CRUCIBLE 
Arthur Miller 

director Tom Joel 

Arthur Miller's The Crucible re-
mains one of the classic studies 
victimisation and vengeance. Osten­
s;~ly the portrayal of the par.anoia 
ind fear that resulted in the Salem 
witchcraft trials in 1692, Miller's 
l'Cture of trial by smear tactics and 
rass hysteria have a relevance 
ieyond their setting. It reflects any 
lime in history where the human 
need to find scapegoats has been 
allowed to rule society. 

The message of the play is well 
irought out by an excellent cast and 
iimpathetic direction. Sean Baldwin 

as John Proctor, the protagonist, i.s 
a strong figure, whose guilt and 
self-hatred develop ·throughout the 
play. Michael Dickison as Parris, the 
hell-fire-obsessed preacher portrays 
the weakness of the character well, 
but does not fully convey the rigidity 
and self-righteousness that counter­
balance it. As Halo, the reverend 
who comes to realise the enormity 
of what is being done in the name 
of justice ·and Christianity, Michael 
Black also has a good presence on 
stage. However, most of the cast 
occasionally have trouble with the 
early American accent and archaic 
language, so that the meaning is 
lost sometimes. This is particularly 
troublesome in confrontation scenes · 
where the sense of what is being 
said can get lost by actors shouting 
it too loud. 

e 
ottthe She 

Ori the other side of the scale are 
the bitches. The_ character of the 
young ring-leader Abigail, · (Justine 
Aldous) althou·gh quite compelling in 
her portrayal, typifies this. Abigail 
fabricates the whole story to escape 
punishment, terrifies the other girls 
into supporting her and then uses her 
power as accuser to wreck 
vengeance. Having seduced Proctor 
while a servant girl in his- house and 
bearing a grudge on his wife, she is 
clearly a powerful, dangerous figure. 
Yet she is also seen as a child 
dependant, irresponsible, ~elfish. It is 
the classic puritanical view of 
women, the child-slut: sexually 

powerful but not mature or in­
telligent, with bare cunning, but 
totally without compassion or . 
humanity. Significantly the historical 
Abigail was only about 1 0 (rather) 

too young for a Puritan girl to have 
been seducing anybody), but Miller 
transformed her into a teenage 
bitch-goddess, responsible for Proc­
tor's moral downfall. It seems far • 
more likely that Proctor would have 
'seduced' her while she was 
empioyed by him, and then condemn-

ed her as lecherous. But none of her 
vulnerability is shown, she is an 
amoral manipulative child. Ironically 
Miller endorsed the Puritan nar­
rowness he was trying to expose, in 
his characterisation of women. 

Undoubtedly there will be cries of 
protest that I should not be cri ticis­
ing the text, nor laying the blame on 
Oramasoc. This isn 't my intention, 
but it is unfortunate that difficulties 
in the ,text, such as its wordiness 
and stilted characterization of 
women, tend to detract from the 
performances of the actors. And the 
sexism is so pervasive that it cries 
out to be addressed. 

Evaluating the women's role is a 
more difficult matter. Many such as 
Janet Scott as the saintly old 
Rebecca Nurse and Vanessa Andrews 
as Elizabeth Proctor are portrayed 
with great pathos and sensitivity. It 
is the attitude towards women im-

which opens and shuts providing a 
playing area for performers. This 
bright, colourful, well-designed set _ 
(by Tony Geddes) provldes an ex­
cellent context for the action to 
follow. 

Love off the Shelf, the latest from 
the trio that brought us Footrot 
Flats is really a production to go 
and see, not to talk about. The 
script is witty, the music appealing 
and the choreography enjoyable. The 
actors are well cast and overall are 
very even and polished. The two-
lead roles of the middle aged, strug­
gling writers who prostitute their art 
by turning to popular romantic fic­
tion are excellently played by 
Yvonne Martin and Paul Barrett. 

plicit in the text that mars the en­
joyment of the play. The Crucible is 
a laudable play with an important 
message. Unfortunately it is very 
much a product of the American 
50's - the Batmobile Chev of 
modern literature. Miller's portrayal 
of women is an annoying and even 
insulting part of the play. They are 
generally either saints or whores. 
The saints liye Elizabeth Proctor and 
Rebecca Nurse are too limited by 
their virtuous passivity to become in­
teresting and sympathetic characters 
like Proctor or Hale. 

It is a depressing thought that 
this sort of misqgynistic fantasy 
should even be allowed in schools . 
let alone taught. Would that it w~s 
counterbalanced by studying The 
Female Eunuch or The Feminine -
Mystique!. 

In the actual production, the sets 
were impressive, although the 
laboured set changes made me ques­
tion their practicality. They were 
also curiously bare. Scenes that 
were meant to be someone's home 
had nothing in for the characters to 
do.In a play like The Crucible which 
tends to have a stage full of people 
but with only a few talking, this 

They are well supported by their 
Mills and Boon creations, the tall 
dark handsome and evil man (played 
by Alistair Browning), the t~II blonde 
handsome and good man (played by 
Lloyd Edwards), the other woman 
(played by Caroline Cleaver), the 
sullen, brood_y Scots writer (played 
by Colin McCulloch) and of course 
Clare and Kathleen (played by Eilish 

Wahren and Janice Bateman) the 
two young and attractive heroines. 

Overall, this witty take-off of 
popular fiction is a slick, polished 
production that will provide a plea­
sant eve•ning out whether or not you 
have read the genre of works in 
question because love or rather love­
myths and love-ideals permeate our 
society as a whole. 

Victoria Hallum 

was a disadvantage. With nothiog to 
occupy themselves, characters tend­
ed to stand stock-still and listen to 
the dialogue,-which gave a very 
static tableau-ish look to the scene. 

But overall the production of "The -
Crucible" maintained a high stan-
dard, in spite of the difficulties of the 
play. 

Jackie Owens 



On Sunday 21 June, the CANTA Editor ask­
ed me why I hadn't bee~ writing letters to 
CANTA - I hope that this note will provide 
adequate explanation. 

Dear Charlotte, 
Dr.e year has passed since an angry mob of 

zealots tried and very nearly succeeded in 
sacking half of last year's executive. To those 
f ainiliar with the issues of student government 
it was a bizarre spectacle: to those whose on­
ly window onto student politics was (and is) 
CANTA, it was a moral crusade of righteous 
indignation. 

My point at the time was this - in the 
months preceeding the attempted sacking 
CANTA published 52 articles relating to the 
executive - 49 either critical or openly hostile 
towards the executive, and it's activities (or 
lack of same). Consequently the uninformed 
could not be blamed for having been 

. manipulated by CANTA for its own purposes. 
What made me nostalgic was the resignation 

of Mark Kunn.en reported in last week's CAN­
TA. If one is to believe CANTA, Mark was an 
incompetent, prejudiced conservative who 
didn't belong on the executive. What CANTA 
didn't report was that a number of executive 
members have expressed an undisguised con­
tempt towards Mark from the beginning of the 
year and far from offering help or advice, have. 
in fact engaged him in public harassment ses­
sions at S.R.C.'s, as well as aggressive cross­
examination sessions at Executive meetings. 
Not that CANTA ever criticised other executive • 

members for their attitudes - instead CANTA 
encouraged the condemnation of Mark, even 
joining in the assault at Executive meetings. 

Mark has resigned, but who will be the next 
victim of media agitation? Presumably it is 

treme environments - vehicles which for some 
inexplicable fact commercial airlines don't see 
reason to buy? 
' Mr Leonard doesn't end his revelations of ig­
norance here however, he seems 'to go on and 
equate the presence of American (sic) pilots 
and administrators who organise and execute 
the logistics of the scientific programmes on 
the ice with "a low level military base". I 
woncfer if he similarly equates the University 
of Canterbury with a "low level military base" 
just because New Zealand military personnel 
attend activities and classes? 

By his remarks it seems clear Mr Leonard 
has not yet "discovered" the Antarctic Treaty 
to which New Zealand is a signatory party in 
which it is stated that military personnel and 
equipment may be used f~r logistical purposes 
(Art. 1 ). Does Mr Leonard suggest that New 
Zealand renegue on yet another international 
agreement by now insisting that military per­
sonnel and equipment be excluded from the 
program? If so perhaps he should view the 

situation from the probable american (sic) 
viewpoint - that treaties mean nothing to 
New Zealand. 

I believe it is called "a beat up" within New 
Zealand news media circles, and it's not sur­

prising to see that Canta is maintaining its 
tradition of publishing it (sic). 

Sincerely 
John Henry 

Dear John, 
I would draw you attention to paragraph II 

of the said article where the original Deep 
Freeze agreement is described. If you had read 
the article more carefully you would have 
r~alised the point Leonard is making is that 

most of t~e military flights in and out of 
Harewood are not servicing Deep Freeze. 

Grant Moulin - why else would CANTA mis­
quote Grant to portray him as critical of the 
Association and it's services (in last week's 
CANTA) unless CANTA was intentionally flex-

' - Ed 

ing it's judgemental muscle? 
• Whilst I'm not about to dispute the watch-

. dog ~ale that CANTAshould adopt, selecting 

targets and focusing criticism on personalities 
is a rather broad interpretation of being a wat 
chdog. 

Oh, and if you're thinking of giving this let­
ter a smarmy heading or reply, don't put 
yourselves out on my behalf - I'm not one of 
the 63% that read CANTA (but it's a ·great 
fire starter.) 

Yours indifferently, • 
• Grant Mangin 

Grant, 
It's rather ironic that you were one of the 

old exec hacks who turned up to the last exec 
meeting to cross examine Mark. 
- Ed. 

Cold Comfort 

Dear Editor, 
I was pleased to read in, last week's Canta 

that after having been in New Zealand for 
nearly seven years Mr Bob Leonard had 
"discovered" the presence of U.S. m~itary per­
sonnel at Christchurch's Deep Freeze bas. 
Perhaps it was the bold markings on the 
wings of the Hercules aircraft - NAVY -
which enlightened him tc. this hitherto ob­
viously secretive fact. , Has Mr Leonard assum­
ed for all fo these years that Continental 
Airlines has supplied the scientific programme 
or does he realize that only navies and air­
forces tend to have the costly and specialised 
vehicles required to land and function in ex-

Engineers 

Dear Charlotte 
I hope the nerves of the intrepid reporter 

who ventured into the Eng school did not suf­
fer too much from her ordeal. 

I would like to take time out from my lab 
reports to say that I intend to be in the 
workforce for sometime, even if I am a 
woman - after spending four years slaving 
over my T square I'd be a fool not to. I may 
be straight off the farm (not one of these pon­
cy Canterbury efforts either) but I don't think 
my choice of profession necessitates. my being 

any more conservative, militant or non- • 
feminine than the rest of you, and if it 
weren't for these bloody lab reports I wouldn't 
be such a social zero either. 

A typical Engineer 

Concerned Catholic 

Bless me Charlotte for I have sinned, 
I am confessing to the most heinous crime 

only because I have been caught out by the 
very observant ex-fifth column reader. Yes, I 
placed the offensive Tm voting National' 
sticker within the fifth columnist's folder, I 
committed the dasterdly deed. 

You see, as the fifth columnists' s boyfriend I 
_had the perfect opportunity to perpetuate the 

above while she was doing the dishes for her 
mother. I then let her go into the lions den 

(known as UCSA) not knowi~g of the terrible 
• stigma she was carrying. 

For that, my beloved fifth, I am truely sorry, 
but feel you should really turn the other cheek 
(as all good Christians should) rather than ex­
act your pound of flesh! 

So ex-fifth please reestablish your trust in 

the political persuasions of the columnist in 
question, as I am seeking to reestabiish our 
relationship. 

Yours regretfully, 
Ferdinand Marcos 

That Airplane .... 

Dear Lottie, 
I thought your leading article on Harewood 

was excellent. Your illustration of the aircraft 
flying upside down was sheer br\lliance. The 
intellectual and spiritual challenge of working 
out the significance of this has been quite ex­
hausting. 

My first thought was that maybe the inten­
tion was to symbolize the fact that the U.S. 
military machine is totally out of control and 
doesn't really know what the hell it is doing. 
After many hours of further cold sweat and 
agony I wondered if it could mean · the 
Americans have something to hide. 

But after sleepless nights, three unwritten 
essays, countless laps of the Student Union 
1st floor corridor and several visits to the bog 
(the graffiti didn't provide the answer) I came 
to the incredible conclusion that the whole • 
thing was a complete balls up on CANTA's 
part. I've always argued that the most pro­
found statements are unintentional. I'm forever 
in your debt. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fred Bergen 

Pornography 

Dear Charlotte, 

I wish to bring to your attention a video clip 
by Zodiac Mindwarp and the Love Reaction as 
screened on Radio With Pictures 21/6/87. 

~ 
user Pays a goo 

Although no advocate of censorship, I 01!: 

this clip is a prime example of irnprintin~ a 
"rape/power over woman" mentality on mat 
in general. 

Some open discussion on education shouM , 
least bring about some awareness and chanf 
some attitudes. 

More to the point us men should at leait 
realise ourselves and our feelings, discuss 
th~m or something rather than take it out Ill 

another person. I 
Replace the centrefolds with a men's disrn: 

sion page I say (but don't be silly that 
wouldn't sell, or would it). 

Yours faithfully, 
D. N. Warren 

·P.S. You could've at least saved the Mai 
Bears, Vyv. 

Business Lunches 

Dear Editor, 
After the best of U CSA coffees, I settle ~ 

the library with a copy of the 'Times' - a 
newspaper Murdoch's dragged to the level 
Brierley may hope to lift the "Press" - an( 

what do I smell and hear? Some snivellini 
self-righteous little economics (I sneaked a 
look at the ever interesting supply and demr 

curves) fanatic gnawing at the sandwicher 
mother ahd made him in the early hours ol 
that morning. 

Now I'm not a squeamish fellow but the 
lashings of chutney on last night's lamb rel 
did cut into my concentration. And indeed 
some concentration was required for the 181 

ticular leader regarding Gorbachov in Pragui 
postulating the virtues of totalitarianism 1~ 
further six centuries. 

Could somebody perhaps tell these poor 
souls that Mr Fay is not such a dernandin! 
fell ow to refuse an interview to graduates 
who took 1 5 minutes off their studies eve 
day to at lunch in the cafe - or should V,' 

simply copy Brezhnev's methods of 1968 
wipe this majority from campus? 

SID 
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Dear Nick, 
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Finally loans cost more 
ing in in revenue. In the ~ 
ministrative mghtmare try 
all. In Sweden returning 1 

was advocated because /, 
much. 

-Ed 

P.S. Nick, at the SRC wl 
its opposition to User Pa 
spicious by your absence: 
a trifle one sided on the 

have yet to hear a convin 
loans or vouchers and th, 



User Pays a good idea? 
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~ . education has claimed much of CANTA s ~, . 
. ace this year,-yet the articles have been 
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ument. Like ch1ld1sh brats clinging to their 
arl~ies, the Students' Union (and Canta) have 
:een so obsessed with opposing any form of 
ost recovery that it has not bothered to in-

c 1· vestigate why Treasu~y and many, 1ke myself, 
support a move to shift the burden of educa­
uon costs away from the taxpayer. 
CANTA is correct in recognising that our 

universities are catering mainly for the upper 
socio-economic groups. In effect, since all pay 

I iax in New Zealand, the poor are paying for 
ihe education of the wealthy. Perhaps this 
could be socially justifiable if graduates then 
opted to accept reduced salaries (because of 
iheir subsidized education) but in reality all in-

I come groups, including gradu_ates, c~arge the· 
maximum that the market will sustain. Thus 
100% funding of tertiary education from taxa-

11 
tion funds is not socially justifiable. . 

The concept of 'user-pays' is one that most 
I would adhere to, the dispute being how you 

I define the user. O_bviously th~ general pub!ic 
benefits from tertiary education and thus It 
should, through taxes, pay a portion of the 
costs. However, the students also benefit. As 
a result of his/her education the student is 
able to demand a greater salary (If this were 
nol the case many of us would not bother 
with being here). Resultingly, the student 
should pay a portion of the costs. 

Designing a system that will reasonably ap­
portion the costs in relation to the benefit is a 
difficult, b9t not impossible task. Possible op­
tions are loans (as presently proposed by 
Treasury) instead of bursary or perhaps a post 
ijraduation education tax on the incomes of 
tertiary educated professionals. Whatever the 
system, incentives will have to be introduced 
to ensure that individuals from low socio­
economic groups have the opportunity to 
undertake tertiary education. 

Students should look beyond their once a 
term government handouts and make a 
realistic assessment of how the much needed 

improvements in New Zealand's education 
system can be afforded without demanding 
slill more from the Kiwi taxpayer. 

Yours etc 
Nick Smith 

Dear Nick, 

You may be here just because you're going 
to get a better salary at the end of it but I'm 
certainly not. And if User Pays idea were in­
troduced no doubt you'd find it easier to get a 
loan than me seeing as I'm doing a non­
vocational course and I'm a woman. (Some 
men and some banks still seem to assume 
we're all going to settle down with the kids 
ance we have our little flmg at varsity). User 
pays principles will in fact discourage people 
from lower socio-economic groups. Why go to 
varsity if you're going to be debt ridden for 
years? 

Why not take the easiest option and get a 
job as soo,, as you can as many people from 
lower income groups do? 

Finally loans cost more to run than they br­
ing io in revenue. In the States it's an ad­
ministrative nightmare trying to recover them 
all. In Sweden returning to bursary system 
was advocated because loans were costing too 
much. 

-Ed 

P.S. Nick, at the SRC where UCSA confirmed 
its opposition to User Pays you were con­
sp,cious by your absence. If CANTA has been 
a trifle one sided on the issue it's because we 
have yet to hear a convincing argument for 
loans or vouchers and that includes the above. 

THE WOMEN'S COLLECTIVE 
PRESENTS: 

The Candidates' forum for women Tuesday 30 
June, 6.00 p.m. Lower Common Room Wing. 
Philip Burdon, M.P. for Fendalton and Neil 
Cherry, Labour Candidate for Fendalton will 
discuss their views and answer questions about 
women's issues. 

UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

Slide/talk evening by Cath Wallace of ECO on the 
A11rartica minerals negotiation on Thursday 2nd 
July in A5 at 8 p.m. All Welcome 

SCIENCE FICTION CLUB 

Meetings every Monday 7 p.m., International 
Room. New members most welcome. 

Remember the Alien Ball is coming soon. 

TAEKW ONDO AND KUNG FU 

Beginners dasses starting now: Mon 7 .30 -
8.30 p.m. Ballroom, Thursday 6 - 7 p.m. 
Ballroom, Sunday 6.30 - 7 .30 p.m. Rec Centre. 

PICKET AGAINST ANIMAL TOR­
TURE 

Friday 3rd July 7 .30 p.m. Boots the Chemist, 
Colombo St. 

A protest against Boots experimenting on 
animals and selling torture tested products. 

Regular picRet 1st Friday of every month. 

' For information phone 4.80-450 (Ami). Animals 
are not ours to eat, wear or experiment on! 

TENNIS CLUB 

The Canterbury Varsity Tennis Club is planning a 
Wimbledon Tennis Night for the men's final Mon­
day 1 a.m. 6th July. First weekend of mid-term 
break so no lectures Monday morning. See tennis 
club noticeboard for more details or phone Meta 
Snegiren 371-644, Brett Hibbert 482-913, 
Jules Fulton 585-252. 

BOUNCERS - BOUNCERS - BOUNCERS - BOUNCERS - BOUNCERS 

Want to see 'Bouncers'? Got no money? If you sell programmes for a performance, you get in 
free! Leave names and phone numbers at the CANTA office. 

WOMEN'S EVENTS 

Tuesday June 30th: meeting with Neil Cherry and Philip Burdon, Labour and National candidates 
for Fendalton, Lower Common Room Wing, 6 pm. 
Tuesday July 14th: AMP Seminar on Financial Strategies for Women, Room 45, 6 pm. 
Self-Defence Course (Sue -Lytollis Course): July 29, Aug. 11 & 12, Shelley Common Room, 7 -
9.30 pm. Cost $30 waged/ $20 unwaged. Booking sheet on the door of the Women's Room, or 
see Suze Wilson, c/- Exec workroom. 
Lesbian Visibility and Pornography Action Weeks: see later CANTAs for more info. 

If you'd like to help with any of these events, come to the Collective meetings, every Friday in 
the Women's Room, 2 pm - 3 pm. 

The Women's Group: fighting sexism on campus and beyond! Get involved! 

/. ' . 

THE.. STATiONfV\ASTER WltvCE:0- HE HAD 
SEE.N ENOLJ~ti TASTE lEJ5 1AFJ"?N 
L UG~f\Ct TO MAKE LESSER MEN CMc K. 

RECYCLED 
RECREATION 

TRADERS IN 

USED AND 

AFFORDABLE 

NEW SKIS, 

BOOTS, SKI 

CLOTHING 

AND ALL 

~ENERAL 

SPORTING GOODS 

BUY * SELL * TRADE 

81 Manchester St 81 Riccarton Rd 
Ph. 65-100 Ph. 483-625 

ARMY 
SURPLUS 

* · BUY 

* SELL 

* TRADE_ 

Opposite 
Recycled Recreation 

73 MANCH.ESTER 
Phone 66-883 

84D Riccarton 
Road 

Open Sat Mornings 
10 - 1.00 p.m. 

Late Thursday 

Carnaby St -
Mall 
New 

Brighton 
Open 9 - 9 Sat. 

Closed Mon 

Uni. card accepted 
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The Press recently ran a story about new legislation 
that would ban gang fortifications ·round their houses 
- Now we were wondering if the legislation would 
affect some of these Fendalton fortifications ... 


