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On Sunday 21 June, the CANTA Editor ask-
ed me why | hadn't been writing letters to
CANTA — | hope that this note will provide
adequate explanation.

Dear Charlotte,

Ore year has passed since an angry mob of
zealots tried and very nearly succeeded in
sacking half of last year's executive. To those
familiar with the issues of student government
it was a bizarre spectacle: to. those whose on-
ly window onto student politics was (and is)
CANTA, it was a moral crusade of righteous
indignation.

My point at the time was this — in the
months preceeding the attempted sacking
CANTA published 52 articles relating to the
executive — 49 either critical or openly hostile
towards the executive, and it's activities (or
lack of same). Consequently the uninformed
could not be blamed for having been
manipulated by CANTA for its own purposes.

What made me nostalgic was the resignation
of Mark Kunnen reported in last week's CAN-
TA. If one is to believe CANTA, Mark was an
incompetent, prejudiced conservative who
didn’t belong on the executive. What CANTA
didn’t report was that a number of executive
members have expressed an undisguised con-
tempt towards Mark from the beginning of the
year and far from offering help or advice, have
in fact engaged him in public harassment ses-
sions at S.R.C.'s, as well as aggressive cross-
examination sessions at Executive meetings.
Not that CANTA ever criticised other executive
members for their attitudes — instead CANTA
encouraged the condemnation of Mark, even
joining in the assault at Executive meetings.

Mark has resigned, but who will be the next
victim of media agitation? Presumably it is
Grant Moulin — why else would CANTA mis-
quote Grant to portray him as critical of the
Association and it's services (in last week's
CANTA) unless CANTA was intentionally flex-
ing it's judgemental muscle? ;

‘Whilst I'm not about to dispute the watch-
dog role that CANTAshould adopt, selecting
targets and focusing criticism on personalities
is a rather broad interpretation of being a wat
chdog.

Oh,-and if you're thinking of giving this let-
ter a smarmy heading or reply, don’t put
yourselves out on my behalf — I'm not one of
the 63% that read CANTA (but it's a great
fire starter.)

Yours indifferently, -

Grant Mangin

Grant,

It’s rather ironic that you were one of the
old exec hacks who turned up to the last exec
meeting to cross examine Mark.

— Fd.

Cold Comfort

Dear Editor,

| was pleased to read in last week's Canta
that after having been in New Zealand for
nearly seven years Mr Bob Leonard had
“discovered” the presence of U.S. military per-
sonnel at Christchurch’s Deep Freeze bas.
Perhaps it was the bold markings on the
wings of the Hercules aircraft — NAVY -
which enlightened him to this hitherto ob-
viously secretive fact..Has Mr Leonard assum-
ed for all fo these years that Continental
Airlines has supplied the scientific programme
or does he realize that only navies and air-
forces tend to have the costly and specialised
vehicles required to land and function in ex-

treme environments — vehicles which for some
inexplicable fact commercial airlines don't see
reason to buy?

~ Mr Leonard doesn’t end his revelations of ig-
norance here however, he seems to go on and
equate the presence of American (sic) pilots
and administrators who organise and execute
the logistics of the scientific programmes on
the ice with “a low level military base”. |
wonder if he similarly equates the University
of Canterbury with a “low level military base”
just because New Zealand military personnel
attend activities and classes?

By his remarks it seems clear Mr Leonard
has not yet “discovered” the Antarctic Treaty
to which New Zealand is a signatory party in
which it is stated that military personnel and
equipment may be used for logistical purposes
(Art. 1). Does Mr Leonard suggest that New
Zealand renegue on yet another international
agreement by now insisting that military per-
sonnel and equipment be excluded from the
program? If so perhaps he should view the
situation from the probable american (sic)
viewpoint — that treaties mean nothing to
New Zealand.

| believe it is called “a beat up” within New
Zealand news media circles, and it's not sur-
prising to see that Canta is maintaining its
tradition of publishing it (sic).

Sincerely
John Henry

Dear John,

| would draw you attention to paragraph Il
of the said article where the original Deep
Freeze agreement is described. If you had read
the article more carefully you would have
realised the point Leonard is mak/ng Is that
most of the military flights in and out of

Harewoaod are not servicing Deep Freeze.
— Fd

Engineers

Dear Charlotte

| hope the nerves of the intrepid reporter
who ventured into the Eng school did not suf-
fer too much from her ordeal.

| would like to take time out from my lab
reports to say that | intend to be in the
workforce for sometime, even if | am a
woman — after spending four years slaving
over my T square I'd be a fool not to. | may
be straight off the farm (not one of these pon-
cy Canterbury efforts either) but | don’t think
my choice of profession necessitates my being
any more conservative, militant or non-
feminine than the rest of you, and if it
weren't for these bloody lab reports | wouldn't
be such a social zero either.

Atypical Engineer

Concerned Catholic

Bless me Charlotte for | have sinned,

I 'am confessing to the most heinous crime
only because | have been caught out by the
very observant ex-fifth column reader. Yes, |
placed the offensive ‘'m voting National’
sticker within the fifth columnist’s folder, |
committed the dasterdly deed.

You see, as the fifth columnists's boyfriend |
had the perfect opportunity to perpetuate the
above while she was doing the dishes for her
mother. | then let her go into the lions den

(known as UCSA) not knowing of the terrible
stigma she was carrying.

For that, my beloved fifth, | am truely sorry,
but feel you should really turn the other cheek
(as all good Christians should) rather than ex-
act your pound of flesh!

So ex-fifth please reestablish your trust in
the political persuasions of the columnist in
question, as | am seeking to reestablish our
relationship.

Yours regretfully,
Ferdinand Marcos

That Airplane....

Dear Lottie,

| thought your leading article on Harewood
was excellent. Your illustration of the aircraft
flying upside down was sheer brilliance. The
intellectual and spiritual challenge of working
out the significance of this has been quite ex-
hausting.

My first thought was that maybe the inten-
tion was to symbolize the fact that the U.S.
military. machine is totally out of control and
doesn’t really know what the hell it is doing.
After many hours of further cold sweat and
agony | wondered if it could mean the
Americans have something to hide.

But after sleepless nights, three unwritten
essays, countless laps of the Student Union
Ist floor corridor and several visits to the bog
(the graffiti didn't provide the answer) | came
to the incredible conclusion that the whole
thing was a complete balls up on CANTA's
part. I've always argued that the most pro-
found statements are unintentional. I'm forever
in your debt.

Yours sincerely,
Fred Bergen

Pornography

Dear Charlotte,

| wish to bring to your attention a video clip
by Zodiac Mindwarp and the Love Reaction as
screened on Radio With Pictures 21/6/87.
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Although no advocate of censorship, | b
this clip is a prime example of imprintings
“rape/power over woman’ mentality on m
in general.

Some open discussion on education sholl
least bring about some awareness and cha
some attitudes.

More to the point us men should at leas
realise ourselves and our feelings, discuss
them or something rather than take it outo
another person.

Replace the centrefolds with a men's disw

sion page | say (but don't be silly that
wouldn’t sell, or would it).

Yours faithfully,
D. N. Warren

P.S. You could’ve at least saved the Tedd|
Bears, Vyv.

Business Lunches

Dear Editor,

After the best of UCSA coffees, | selte”
the library with a copy of the ‘Times' -
newspaper Murdoch’s dragged to the Ieve\‘
Brierley may hope to lift the “Press” — &
what do | smell and hear? Some snivellnd
self-righteous little economics (I sneaked?

look at the ever interesting supply and %

curves) fanatic gnawing at the sandwiche®
mother ahd made him in the early hours
that morning.

Now I'm not-a squeamish fellow but fe
lashings of chutney on last night's lamb
did cut into my concentration. And indee!
some concentration was required for the

ticular leader regarding Gorbachov in Préi
postulating the virtues of totalitarianism fo

further six centuries.

Could somebody perhaps tell these poof
souls that Mr Fay is not such a demandn
fellow to refuse an interview to graduaté®
who took 15 minutes off their studies &
day to at lunch in the cafe — or should \"5‘
simply copy Brezhnev's methods of 1968 #
wipe this majority from campus?
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Yours etc
Nick Smith

Dear Nick,

You may be here just b
lo get a better salary at
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we're all going to settle
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User Pays a good idea?

pear E0,
rhe issue of user pays with respect to ter-

=~ oy education has claimed much of CANTA's
gce this year,”yet the articles have been
;;avy on emotional jargon and llight on logical
yrqument. Like childish prals clinging to their
| Jies, the Students’ Union (and Canta) have
been SO obsessed with opposing any form of
st recovery that it has not bothered to in-
estigate why Treasury and many, like myself,
gpport @ move to shift the burden of educa-
| fion costs away from the taxpayer.
[ANTA is correct in recognising that our
iversities are catering mainly for the upper
qeio-economic groups. In effect, since all pay
i in New Zealand, the poor are paying for
e education of the wealthy. Perhaps this
quld be socially justifiable if graduates then
opted to accept reduced salaries (because of
heir subsidized education) but in reality all in-
xome groups, including graduates, charge the
naimum that the market will sustain. Thus
- 100% funding of tertiary education from taxa-
‘] iion funds is not socially justifiable. )
{| The concept of ‘user-pays’ is one that most
| would adhere to, the dispute being how you
“ define the user. Obviously the general public
tenefits from tertiary education and thus it
should, through taxes, pay a portion of the
wsts. However, the students also benefit. As
aresult of his/her education the student is
able to demand a greater salary (If this were
mot the case many of us would not bother
| with being here). Resultingly, the student
| should pay a portion of the costs.
Designing @ system that will reasonably ap-
| portion the costs in relation to the benefit is a
difficult, byt not impossible task. Possible op-
tions are loans (as presently proposed by
Treasury) instead of bursary or perhaps a post
graduation education tax on the incomes of
tertiary educated professionals. Whatever the
system, incentives will have to be introduced
to ensure that individuals from low socio-
economic groups have the opportunity to
undertake tertiary education.
Students should look beyond their once a
term government handouts and make a
realistic assessment of how the much needed
mprovements in New Zealand's education
system can be afforded without demanding
stil more from the Kiwi taxpayer.
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Yours etc

saved the Teddy Nick Smith

Dear Nick,

You may be here just because you're going
l0 get @ hetter salary at the end of it but I'm
certainly not. And if User Pays idea were in-
roduced no doubt you'd find it easier to get a
loan than me seeing as I'm doing a non-
Vacational course and I'm a woman. (Some
men and some banks still seem to assume
we're all going to settle down with the kids
Once we have our little fling at varsity). User
Péys principles will in fact discourage people
from lower socio-economic groups. Why go to

varsity if you're going to he debt ridden for
years?

inches
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Why not take the easiest option and get a
19 as soon as you can as many people from
lower income groups do?

: Finally loans cost more to run than they br-
g o in revenue. In the States it's an ad-
Ministrative nightmare trying to recover them
al. In Sweden returning to bursary system

Was advacated hecause loans were costing too
much,

fellow but the
night's lamb really
n. And indeed
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F.S. Nick, at the SRC where UCSA confirmed
s opposition to User Pays you were con-
Spicious by your absence. If CANTA has been
a trifle one sided on the issue it's hecause we
| have yet to hear a convincing argument for
l loans or vouchers and that includes the above.
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THE WOMEN'S COLLECTIVE
PRESENTS:

The Candidates’ forum for women Tuesday 30
June, 6.00 p.m. Lower Common Room Wing.
Philip Burdon, M.P. for Fendalton and Neil
Cherry, Labour Candidate for Fendalton will
discuss their views and answer questions about
women's issues.

UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Slide/talk evening by Cath Wallace of ECO on the
Antartica minerals negotiation on Thursday 2nd
July in A5 at 8 p.m. All Welcome

TAEKW ONDO AND KUNG FU

Beginners classes starting now: Mon 7.30 —
8.30 p.m. Ballroom, Thursday 6 — 7 p.m.
Ballroom, Sunday 6.30 — 7.30 p.m. Rec Centre.

PICKET AGAINST ANIMAL TOR-
TURE

Friday 3rd July 7.30 p.m. Boots the Chemist,
Colombo St.
A protest against Boots experimenting on
animals and selling torture tested products.
Regular picket 1st Friday of every month.

 For information phone 480-450 (Ami). Animals
are not ours to eat, wear or experiment on!

SCIENCE FICTION CLUB

Meetings every Monday 7 p.m., International
Room. New members most welcome.
Remember the Alien Ball is coming soon.

TENNIS CLUB

The Canterbury Varsity Tennis Club is planning a
Wimbledon Tennis Night for the men’s final Mon-
day 1 a.m. 6th July. First weekend of mid-term
break so no lectures Monday morning. See tennis
club noticeboard for more details or phone Meto
Snegiren 371-644, Brett  Hibbert 482-913,
Jules Fulton 585-252.

BOUNCERS — BOUNCERS — BOUNCERS — BOUNCERS — BOUNCERS

Want to see ‘Bouncers'? Got no money? If you sell programmes for a performance, you get in
free! Leave names and phone numbers at the CANTA office.

see Suze Wilson, c/- Exec workroom.

the Women's Room, 2 pm — 3 pm.

WOMEN'S EVENTS

Tuesday June 30th: meeting with Neil Cherry and Philip Burdon, Labour and National candidates

for Fendalton, Lower Common Room Wing, 6 pm.

Tuesday July 14th: AMP Seminar on Financial Strategies for Women, Room 45, 6 pm.
Self-Defence Course (Sue Lytollis Course): July 29, Aug. 11 & 12, Shelley Common Room, 7 -
9.30 pm. Cost $30 waged | $20 unwaged. Booking sheet on the door of the Women’s Room, or

Leshian Visibility and Pornography Action Weeks: see later CANTAs for more info.

If you'd like to help with any of these events, come to the Collective meetings, every Friday in

The Women's Group: fighting sexism on campus and beyond! Get involved!

SEEN ENOUAH TASTEESS TARTAN
LUGLRGE TO MAKE LESSER MEN (RACK.

RECYCLED
RECREATION

"W

5
%

TRADERS IN
"] USED AND
WX 427 AFFORDABLE
an NEW SKIS,
BOOTS, SKI
CLOTHING
AND ALL
GENERAL
SPORTING GOODS

BUY x SELL x TRADE

81 Riccarton Rd
Ph. 483-625

81 Manchester St
Ph. 65-100

Opposite
Recycled Recreation

73 MANCHESTER

Phone 66-883

Factory Shop
In-Store Specials

84D Riccarton

Road

Open Sat I\/Iorni'ngs
10 — 1.00 p.m.
Late Thursday

Carnaby St
Mall
New

Brighton

Open 9 - 9 Sat.

Closed Mon

Uni. card accepted
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[ The Press recently ran a story about new legislation
that would ban gang fortifications round their houses
— Now we were wondering if the legislation would
affect some of these Fendalton fortifications...




