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The Change Agent
The Tauranga Moana Press
Neil Evans

A more widespread acceptance of
that solid matim “never judge a
book by it's cover” would most cer-
tainly aid sales of Neil Evan’s novel

“The Change Agent”. Prospective

readers might ignore the suspicions
7?7 by the cheap binding and shod-
dy, amaturish cover art. The first
published work of a forty eight year
old ex-farmer and journalist from a
new publishing_house. (giving more
the impression of a converted wood-
shed) might in this way be given the
benefit of the doubt.

Readers might respond to a
“multidimentional work’" containing
““adventure, drama, suffering and
love, and the story of an island’s
struggle for survival.” It is well that
people are not so charitable, and
that these things are hardly likely. Ir
this novel it is the readér wha is do-
ing the suffering.

The novel is quite obviously a
labour of love. Evans feels that he
has something to say, and in saying
it shows the risk we might be runn-
ing if a novel really does lurk in the
heart of every New Zealander. Sadly
he has nothing to say and further,
he lacks even the rudiments of
creative thought or technical skill.

The plot, revolving around the ef-
forts of one Brian McKay to salvage
coconut timber on-"‘cyclone
ravaged” Fiji, is poorly related and
terminally dull. It alternates between
presenting Evan’s theories on
disaster relief through the character
of Brian (who while seeming to con-
tain much of the authors personality,
is as lifeless and cliched as Evan's
other characters) and his Warholian
theory of boredom as entertainment.

At its best the plot is turgid
melodrama relying on cliches that
have their origins in “Mills and
Boon” and the boys’ own annual.
His attitudes to women and
Islanders are thus patronizing and
stupid.

This is written in a style that
would make even the most in-
teresting subject matter pall.
Reading this novel is like wading
neck high in cold porridge. The
root of this dilemma is Evan's failure
to control the novel’s pace, render-
ing it flat and textureless, and in his
inability to use language. His use of

adjectives is cliched and also quite

. commonly inappropriate.

No review can do justice to how
thoroughly appalling this novel is. It
goes beyond mediocrity and enters a
realm all of its own.

This produces comic high points
such as: when Evans begins two
chapters with the same sentence,
ten pages (containing every high

country sheep farming cliche, Evans'
few attempts at figurative language
(two pages in which every paragraph
begins with “Brian”"") are equally
hilarious. When “Elizabeth Jackson
the beautiful nurse from Canada.”
touches Brian's “garment” (he is on-
ly wearing one “garment” at the
time), the moment is wonderfully
twisted.

Neil Evans may become a cult hero
on the strength of this. There was
no price with this review copy, but
no.one would/should ever pay for
this book.

Toby Harris

Waged Work: A Reader
edited by Feminist Review
$21.50

Compilations-of articles usually
have both drawbacks and advan-
tages. On the plus side there is
generally a wider range of ideas on
a given topic than in ‘normal’ books.
However they tend to be patchy,
veering between the interesting, the
truly inspiring and the downright
turgid, uneasily knotted together by
the introduction. This book is a
selection of articles that have ap-
peared in the Feminist Review from
the mid-1970's to the mid-1980's
which examine the area of women's
paid work.

The most important factor binding
most of the articles together is the
heavily British or European-based
viewpoint. Apart from an obligatory
article that deals with the role of
Third World women in world market
factories — “Third World Manufac-
turing” by Diane Elson and Ruth
Pearson — most of the research and
subsequent theorising revolves
around British workplaces and
legislation. This is not necessarily a
disadvantage: many articles, such as
Amina Mama's ‘Black Women and
the Economic Crisis’, studying the
vastly inferior roles that black
women fulfill in the British
workforce, are worthwhile simply as
studies of a particular phenomenon
in women's paid work. Furthermore,
they reflect many of the same struc-
tures that exist in the New Zealand
workforce, in the employment of
non-white women.

Other surveys that aim to give a
general picture of a specific area of
women’s employment are also suc-
cessful, such as Homeworking and
the Control of Women's Work by
Sheila Allen and Carol Wolkowitz,
and Studies of Women's Employment
by Carol Beechey. By pinpointing a
particular situation, a microcosm of

waged work, the writers are able
to highlight the common themes of
women'’s work experience —
monotonous factory work, jobs
classified as ‘unskilled’ (therefore
low-paid, and low-status) on the
basis of gender, and invisible under-
paid contract work.

Where the British slant is less suc-
cessful is where an over-emphasis is
paid to legislation and the rhetoric
governments speak about equality.
‘Equality and the European Communi-
ty’ by Catherine Hoskyns suffers
from being overloaded to references
to acts, resolutions, councils and
directives within the top hierarchy of
the European Community, a sphere
probably as far divorced from most
European women wage-earners, as it
is from New Zealand readers. ‘Equal
Pay and Sex Discrimination’ by Man-
dy Snell also concentrates-on the
minutiae of legislation.

" So this book is not without flaws,
but on balance it comes out in the
black: the genuinely interesting and
hard-hitting articles outweigh those
which lost sight of the actual
women in a maze of government

+ legislation. Perhaps the best article

of all, ‘Going Private” by Angela
Coyle, deals with governmet policy
in an entirely different way. Study-
ing the Thatcher government’s trend
towards ‘privatisation’ of the public
service, Coyle dissects the effects
that dismantling of government ser-
vices has had on the most low-
status of government employees,
cleaning staff. As cleaning jobs
become the province of cleaning con-
tract companies, the cleaners’ wages
invariably get eroded by competition,
hours of work decrease and condi-
tions deteriorate. Although this pro-
cess has had as yet, no direct
parallel in New Zealand government
policy, it is a reminder of the under-
side of the ‘greater efficiency’ and
‘cost-cutting’ professed by right-wing
policy — the exploitation of low-
paid, powerless, overwhelmingly
female sectors of the work force.
Jackie Owens
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WALKIN® TOGETHER

Rodger Fox, Mike Booth
_ Jayrem Records

This album recorded in Wellington
over a two day period describes
itself as “definitely jazz, but with a
softer approach: sophisticated but
easy listening.” The album itself
seems to waver (or alternate) bet-
ween jazz-rock, jazz and background
music combining an interesting, if at

-times uneasy, variety of material.
The title track, written by Booth,
opens the album strongly, introduc-
ing Mike Booth (trumpet/flugelhorn)
and Rodger Fox (trombone) and sets
a tone of jazz-rock which continues
throughout them first side, featuring
Christchurch bass player Tom Rainey
in the evocative ‘Cloud Croft’ (Shew)
and the nice guitar work of Tom
Van Koeverden on his own. ‘5.0.1.
‘Secret Love’ (Parish/Sherwood) ends
Side One with a hint of more tradi-
tional jazz, with Booth and Fox tak-
ing turns soloing to a swing tempo
from drummer Roger Sellers.

Surprisingly then, Side Two opens
with the pop hit, ‘Alone Again
Naturally’. The band seems a little
uncomfortable as it awkwardly cir-
cumnavigates the less than inspiring
Gilbert 0'Sullivan melody, almost
emulating supermarket Musac.
However, ‘| Need To Know' (Rob
Winch) takes the album back into

the jazz-rock mode with its increas-
ingly funky feel and the album
returns to its jazz feel with the
rmainder of Side Two. Rodger has
the last word as he and Mike
substitute their horns with scat
vocals and trade patterns in his
(tongue in cheek?) blues, ‘One for
Frank'.

Walkin' Together is well worth a
listen and your support, especially if
you are interested in easy listening,
home grown jazz.

JUST FRIENDS
Rodger Fox Band

Jayrem Records

When | was first asked to review
these two Rodger Fox albums, | was
definitely more interested in the
small band on Walkin" Together.
Both jazz-rock and jazz have general-
ly produced more interesting music
through the use of quartets, sextets
and other small units. However,. this
latest production from Rodger Fox
surprised me with its variety of
material and interesting ar-
rangements. Some familiar material,
such as ‘Autumn Leaves’, are re-
juvenated through the Tom Kubis ar-
rangements and Fox's own arrange-
ment of the Marvin Hamlisch ballad
‘The Way We Were’ keeps this tune
alive despite its torture at the hands
of hundreds of past orchestras and
bands.
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|, Adam. (5,6)

Hound to mistake in layer (7)

Originally Kate is 0.K. about the booth
(5)

Method one intends (5)

1 across indefinitely (3)

Rub bus the wrong way in the outskirts
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Used to be Edward but now devastated
(6)

In music everything is cool. (3)
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Apparently space for humour. (5)

say. (11)

. Thoughtful about description. (11)
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wrong train. (7)

A sash over Barrier Island, at first. (3)
| hear one of us is quite sheepish. (3)
Doubly able to dance. (3,3)

Lost in the Sahara without a girl. (5)

Encountered about an artist. (5)
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The tight saxophone section is at
times a joy to hear and Christchurch
listeners will recognise drummer Kere
Buchanan accurately accentuating
swing rhythms with a driving rhythm
section, including guitarist Tom Van
Koeverden. The horn sections also
feature, especially in support of
guest trumpeter Gary Grant in ‘Can
You Read My Mind?’ His pure tonali-
ty in the high octaves is stunning.

| was disappointed that neither
sax nor rhythm sections were given
an opportunity for solo work, not
least because trumpet, trombone and
the occasional flugelhorn can
become a little repetitious, not-
withstanding the skill and artistry of
all the soloists. U.S. session musi-
cians Bill Reichenbach and Gary
Grant aren’t needed to validify
Rodger Fox's latest offering and
though their playing is superb, a
more balanced programme may have
been more effective. Despite this
criticism however, the album has
grown on me and it shows that
New Zealand jazz is stronger now
than ever before. ~David Edmundson

Raising Hell
Run D.M.C.
Polygram Records

“My name's WM and

I'm heré to tell you

About the latest big name

From the rock steady crew!

With their heavy metal guitar
And pseudo-Hendrix licks

they'll go far!

It's plain to see

between you and me

That ranking jammasters’

‘re what they wanna be!
D.M.C.’s the name

that bought them fame

...and subsequent monetary gain!
Raising Hell is the album of 1986.
Musically, it’s intriguing. For the

first time in pop history, stand back

and watch in awe as blacks swipe

back some of the R&B that whites
took from them during the sixties
and seventies. In doing so, Run

D.M.C. have added life to a branch

of rock that was about to die an

ugly death after a long period of
sickness. Heavy metal, formerly just
another one of rock’s many ugly lit-
tle abortions, has had new life
breathed into it. Behold! Walk This

Way.

Hell, don’t believe me! Look at the
charts — these guys came from
nowhere and zoomed right up to the
top, putting a chill into the heart of
many a geriatric radio programmer
between here and Kaitaia. Our
record buying public can't be wrong
all the time, surely? Walk This Way
moves! Yeah, so it's got cliched
guitar playing, and practically a
caricature of a heavy metal vocalist
(the word “singer” seems somehow
inappropriate). It still works. The in-
terplay between Run D.M.C. and the
various members of Aerosmith is
breathtaking and the screamed
chorus is a masterstroke. Equally
successful are It's Tricky, and Rais-
ing Hell with its guitar work a la
Thin Lizzy.

The rest of the album is less il-
luminating musically, despite being a
lyricist’s delight. Some of the songs,
like Perfection are little more than
drums and vocals. They either hit,
like Peter Piper with its interesting
bell chimes, or miss wildly. Hit It
Run and the brief Son of Byford rely
on panting sounds for effects. It'd
be great live, but fails on record.

 Still, if you want just one rap-type
album for your collection, or just like
listening to lots of banging drums ‘n’
guitars, then you'll like Raising Hell.
Excuse me while | go and dust off
my Led Zeppelin albums...
Wayne McCallum

AtWestpac we see students

alittle differently...
™

4"

Our Student Survival Kit offers:

$50
$2,00

L

INTEREST FREE
OVERDRAFT

STUDENT LOAN
FACILITY

PLUS, FREE CHEQUE ACCOUNT, WESTPAC CARD...AND MORE.

There are many financial commitments to be faced as a
Tertiary Student. .

To hel%you now — when you need it most — we've
put together the Westpac Student Survival Kit.

The Westpac Student Survival Kit is available to full-
time University, Technical Institute, Community College
and Teachers’ Training College students who hold a
tertiary study grant.

A feature of this package is a cheque account free of
account keeping charges with an interest free $300
overdraft facility avalﬁble between bursary payments. To
qualify for a Westpac Student Survival Kit your tertiary grant
must be credited 10 your Westpac Account €

At Westpac we have special Bankcard qualification
criteria designed to suit students. There is every chance
you will get a Bankcard if you apgly. ;

e'llalve you a $200 limit, and there’s no issuing
charge. Higher limits are available subject to meeting
more rigid eligibility criteria

When you get through your first year at University
with three units (or the equivalent in credits), you can
apply for a Westpac Student Loan — which you won't
have to start repaying until up to 12 months after you
finish your studies. You can borrow up to $700 a year to a
total amount of $2,000, and if you carry on with post
graduate studies a further 51,050 a year for two years

Another important feature of the Student Survival Kit is
Handybank, tﬁe streamlined automatic banking service,
where you can bank 7 days a week, from 7am to 11pm

This modern service operates with a single card,
Westpac Card. As a Westpac customer, you're
automatically eligible to apply. :

Finally, there’s “Advantage Saver”. If you have any
surplus money, this is an excellent way to eamn a good
rate of interest calculated daily with your money on call

Wlestpac

We're here to help you.
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OFFICIAL UCSA NOTICE

AGENDA for the SRC meeting to be held at 1 o’clock on Wednesday the
11th March in the Shelley Common Room

. Apologies

. Matters arising

. Election for an executive member

Election of six Arts Faculty delegates
Election of four Science Faculty delegates
Election of two Commerce Faculty delegates
Sixty second exec reports

Matters of which notice has been given.

. Minutes of the last SRC meeting held 17/9/86

a) That this SRC condemn the inclusion of the Commerce faculty at this University, believ-
ing that it is essentially vocational training and as such belongs at a Polytechnic Institution.

10. General business
11. Meetings closure

Sam Fisher
Vice President

— Moved G. Mangin

ATTENTION
OVERSEAS STUDENTS

SELECTION OF THE 1987 OVERSEAS STUDENT CO-ORDINATOR
18 March 1987, 6.30 p.m., Shelley Common Room

The Overseas Student Co-ordinator:

1. This co-ordinator shall co-ordinate students meetings, activities and along with the Vice
President of UCSA, be responsible for liaison between overseas student groups and the ex-

ecutive.

2. The co-ordinator shall, when appropriate, be a UCSA delegate to NZUSA workshop

meetings.

3. The co-ordinator shall be allocated a budget including tolls, stationery and photocopying.
Nominations are open now and close on the floor of the meeting.

Sam Fisher
Vice-President UCSA

WOMEN'S GROUP

The first meeting of the year will be in the
Shelley Common Room, 6 o’clock, Monday 16.
All Women Welcome.

ACCSOC

First year's social evening
Thursday 12th March 7.30 p.m. All first year
Commerce students welcome.

—

CLUB ACCOUNTS

Because of the introduction of GST it has been
necessary for the Association to change the Club
Bank Account number. g

Please call at the Accounts office to obtain
your new club lodgement book.

Please bring with you the lodgement book used
last year. In the meantime please do not use the
old book for lodgements to the Bank Account.

BNZ EASTER TOURNAMENT 1987

BNZ Easter Tournament this year is being
hosted by Waikato University in Hamilton. It will
be held over the weekend of April 17th to 20th
1987. The participant sports will be:

Athletics, Cycling, Largebore Shooting, Snooker,
Tennis, Waterpolo, Cricket, Debating, Rowing,
Swimming, Volleyball, Yachting (Laser Class)

For further information about events see in-
dividual clubs on club day (March 11th) or sports
officer.

Bill Pointer
Acting Sports Officer

COME ALONG AND JOIN A SPORTS
CLUB
Sports club day will be Wednesday 11th March

« 1987 in the Students’ Union foyer running all

day.
Bill Pointer
Acting Sports Officer

WOW! They said it couldnt be done but
here it is — ORIENTATION CLEARANCE
SALE

T-shirts, posters and other Orientation
memorabilia, all being sold el cheapo!

T-Shirts from $11

Posters — make us an offer

When: Wednesday 11 March
At: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Ticket Office — Main Foyer

CHRISTIAN PEACE COLLECTIVE.

First meeting of the year will be in the Chaplains
room, Thursday 19, 12.15p.m.

WORK WORK WORK WORK WORK

If it's work you need during terms and hols
STUDENT JOB SEARCH can help!

We offer part-time jobs — anything from 2 to
20 hours weekly/fortnightly — whatever suits.
Of course there’s full-time toil available during
the hols for those poor souls whose larder is
bare.

Where are we? In the Students’ Union
Building, first floor — next to the cafe. we're
open between 10 & 3 for your convenience.

We hope to see you soon as we welcome the
chance of helping you.

CHRISTIAN UNION

Tea in cafe at 5 p.m.

Speaker: David Coles, Dean of Christchurch
Cathedral.

Topic: “The Christian Student’s Wardrobe™
Time: 6 p.m. U.C.R.

All Welcome.

\ WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP :

Will meet on Tuesday lunchtimes, 12 to 1 in
the Chaplain’s office initially. All women
welcome. Come and share your gquestions, ex-
periences, searching and insights. Enquiries to
Sue Spindler, Associate Chaplain. Home phone
No. 810-967, or Chaplain’s office Tuesdays
11.30 — 3.00

YOU'VE READ THE LISTENER, NOW
HEAR THE MAN LIVE...

Paul Oestriecher will speak at a forum organised
by the Christian Peace Collective on Friday 13,
12 to 1.00 in the Shelley Common Room.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL SERVICE

Paul Oestreicher will speak at a service to mark
the commencement of the academic year to be
held at the Rochester/Rutherford Chapel at 8
p.m. Tuesday, March 10.

=

Peter Fenton
President

Official UCSA Notice

EXECUTIVE POSITION VACANT

Nominations are now open for the vacant executive position. Nominations shall
be on the official nomination forms available from the office.
Nominations close 12.00 noon Monday 9th March.
The elections will be held during the SRC meeting of Wednesday 11th March.

RETURNING OFFICER

Nominations are now open for a returning officer for 1987. Any inquiries phone
487-069 ext 86 or see the President.

SPORTS COUNCIL

A special Sports Council Meeting is scheduled to be held Wednesday 25 March
1987 at 7.00 p.m. in the UCSA Boardroom.
Sports Clubs are asked to ensure a voting delegate is sent ot this meeting.

SPORTS OFFICER VACANT

Nominations are now open for the position of Sports Officer for 1987. Nomina-
tions shall be on the official nomination forms available from the office.
Nominations close Wednesday 18 March at 5.00 p.m.
The election will be held during the Sports Council meeting of 25 March 1987.

CAPPING CONTROLLER

Nominations are now open for the position of 1987 Capping Controller. Any in-
quiries phone 487-069 ext 86 or see the President.
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SPEC
COLLEC

CAMPUS

PACK

Free and easy ban king services for students

Bank of New Zealand has

introduced BNZ Campus Pack

— a comprehensive package
of banking services designed
to make students’ money
management easier and take
the pressure off your
finances.

Here’s what you get:

Interest free overdraft up
to $500.

Free cheque account —
no bank charges.

Free AutoAccess account.

Free Autocard.
BNZ VISA Card with
$300 credit limit — no
service charges.

for free and easy money management

Deposits are unsecured. An Authorised Trustee Investment.

K ) : @ Free automatic payments
rT )\ made from your account.
.z A - : @ Autosave Account.
N You may also qualify for:
3 @ A Student-Graduate
Loan tailored to meet
your needs with a flexible
repayment programme
and a concessional
interest rate.
There’s a BNZ Branch on or
near every campus where you
can pick up a BNZ Campus
Pack brochure for complete
information and application
form.

Check out BNZ Campus Pack now

Bank of New Zealand

On Campus with BNZ Campus Pack

5900A




