


















































| THE INTELLIGENT

(
'WAY To MANAGE |
YOUR FINANCES |
BNZ Campus Pack is a banking :
package specifically tatlored for :
tertiary students. :
It includes;
D> An interest free overdraft up to $500 ;
i _ D> Free cheque account .
i D> Free Autocard for use at ATM's and :
iE in-branch teller terminals c
Ik ' D> Free AutoAccess account for high 4
interest on your savings
D> Free automatic payments between ;
any of your BNZ accounts :
D> BNZ Visa with $300 credit limit. :
BNZ has a branch on all NZ n
University Campuses and near §§
all other Tertiary Institutions. If o
we’re not right on your campus, we're i
just around the corner. 3
BNZ Campus Pack—the intelligent - e §§ |
way to manage . c N i
oo, BERBNZ 2
ON CAMPUS o O 0o




LETT

SHANE GETS GOD
Dear CANTA
| would like to say how pleased | am to
see that Shane Murphv has outarown his
childish interest in such juvenile groups as
his so called ““‘Church of the Great Old
Ones’” and has become a truly responsible
member of the politically sound community.
| must congratulate Shane on his
reaching the obvious conclusion that it is
the duty of all students to work together in
achieving a truly fair and equal society.
Crage Yung

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM

. Dear Blair

While | recognise the rights of the critic |
feel it is a pity to publish reviews such as last
week’s of Night Bird and The
Pedagogue. When a One Act Play season
opens it means it is time to go and see the
plays, not hunt them down and mercilessly
destroy them.

There were many well crafted moments in
Night Bird in particular, and considered
use was made of a difficult script. Set and
lighting were carefully designed and ap-
propriate. Basically, the production had
much more value than your paper would tell
us. Thought and skill went into both plays,
and were appreciated by the audience | was
among.

If a campus group has the enthusiasm to
organise an interesting and structured play
season it does seem unfair (even ridiculous)
for the campus paper to squash it flat, to
those involved, those affiliated, and those
who might have considered being involved
in anything similar. ;

| urge CANTA to remember that the
value of a review should not be judged by its
controversy, and may readers not forget
that the opinion of HRH Taylor is only that
of one person.

Cardine Foster

PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION

Dear Blair

| would like to put the record straigh with
regards to Proportional Representation for
New Zealand. That is Mixed Member
Proportional (MMP), the system proposed
by the Royal Commission.

~ Many people think that MMP would cause
instability in government, this is not
true. Some very stable democracies such
as Sweden have used proportional
representation.

People also think that MMP would mean
coalition government, this is not necessarily
$0. In any case there are advantages in a
system which rewards co-operation be-
tween parties. The two-party system leads
to confrontation and division.

MMP would not let in extremist groups to
win seats. All parties need to have a 4% of
the total vote as minimum qualification.

M.MP would ensure a fair chance for all
parties. MMP would reflect the composition
of parliament with voting figures. MMP
W(_Juld‘ give effective representation for
minorities. MMP would give a real choice
for the voter.

Yours sincerely,
Brendan Tracey

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP?
Dear Blair

_ENSOC was never made formally respon-
sible for distribution of the capping mag, as
you stated, and strangely enough were not
told of this duty. Now this may seem
strange to you, but it is very difficult to do a
Iob that you don’t know you are doing.
ENSOC is not trying to shun responsiblity as

=]

/».

they were not allocated the responsibility
initially.

Credit must be given where it is due and a
number of members made an attempt to
sell the mag, however they met with limited
success. Perhaps, if you are looking to
place the blame, the content of the mag
should be scrutinised. An incentive grant
was also applied for to sell capping mags in
Dunedin, where a number were sold last
year. The Exec. did not see fit to provide
this grant and as a result the effort was not
made and very few magazines were sold in
Dunedin.

ENSOC also helped in organising the
Beefest and at present are being held finan-
cially responsible for the deficit. This was a
Students’ Association function organised by
some ENSOC members and not an ENSOC
function. If it had been an ENSOC function
members would have received a discount
which is standard practice at these events,
such as BBQ's and the Engineer’s Bal! and
ENSOC would have covered any losses.

| am sure that if in the future the response
to ENSOC’s commitment to the Students’
Association and the students themselves, is
similar to this ENSOC will leave overworked
capping controllers and others to do the
organisation themselves.

Yours,
Jeff Cartridge
(ENSOC Social Committee)

Dear Jeff,

This matter has been fully discuss-
ed with the ENSOC chairperson Mike
Wetherall. It is therefore unnecessary

of ENSOC members to continue to "

deny responsibiltiy for magazine
distribution. Regarding the Beerfest,
the Association is meeting at least
50% of the deficit due to the confusion
in Capping responsibilities. The whole
area is being currently investigated.
Capping, always a difficult festival to
run seems a perennial problem.
Here’s to a better festival in 1989.
Sam Fisher

Correspondence on this matter is now
closed — Ed.

SAY WHEN
Dear Editor,

Last weeks CANTA had UCSA’s prez
Sam Fisher rejoicing in the “‘exciting times’’
brought about by the govts. restructuring,
rejoicing in the social and economic but-
chery wrought by the 4th Labour govt.
What President Fisher doesn’t seem to
realise is that the marvellous ‘‘New age of
restructuring’’ has increased the absolute
levels of unemployment to an all time high.
That his comments come at the beginning
of a week in which 6000 people lost their
jobs merely underlines his naivety. Last
year Sam appeared to be one of the movers
of the Fight User Pays campaign aimed at
averting govt. moves to introduce user pays
into universities. Now it seems that user
pays is indeed OK for the other 99 / 100ths
of the population.

This last month the govt. announced a
series of changes in Uni Grants, Access
Allowances and Unemployment Benefits.
NZUSA, Sam and CANTA all responded by
saying how much students were going to
benefit from the new schemes. Totally
ignored, was the fact that simultaneously
the dole had been axed for 16 and 17 year
olds, and that effectively our increases had
been at their expense. One would have ex-
pected that even Sam ‘student prez on my
C.V." Fisher would have condcmned this
move.

Now it is again the turn of NZUSA, with
Andrew Little the Prez mouthing off on the
tube last week that overseas students are
denying places to NZers. Never mind that
the NZers Andy talks of come from
predominantly the top layers of the popula-
tion (55% from top 13% by pafental oc-
cupation) and therefore hardly represen-
tative, that overseas students come from
underdeveloped countries that often forgo
aid for the privilege, that these students
number less than 3000 nationally, and that
NZUSA has previously intervened on their
behalf on a related question in the 1986
drive to oppose Uni registration fees. No in-
deed, the reason for an execrable crisis in
this country’s tertiary education system is
that New Zealanders are being denied entry,
and the answer to this it would seem, is to
expell all overseas students.... Limitation of
entry is incontemplatable for NZers and
consequently we are more than ready to
deny any chance of a tertiary education to
some interloping overseas student.

The ethnocentricity of this viewpoint
(given our current structures) is exactly that
perpetuated in-the unions with their posi-
tions on ‘“‘foreign’’ labour and overseas’
goods. Blame a scapegoat - the system
remains.

Obviously NZUSA and USCA among
others dont know about the political
strategy of divide and rule!

Yours in disgust,
D.A. Blowers

Yes, CANTA did respond to the
announced scheme from a student
perspective. But no, we are not
ignoring the effect of the new Youth
Support Scheme on the unemployed.
A reporter has been working on an
article about just this and the article
will be appearing in two weeks -—

Blair

Dear D.A. Blowers,

Having gone back and checked UCSA
and NZUSA Press statements on the
subject of Youth Support Scheme |
feel vindicated in the belief that we
went out of our way to note the effects
on 16 and 17 year olds, the
unemployed and the groups like
women and Maori who will be disad-
vantaged by means testing and loans
that many will need to take out. My
press statement for the Press
specifically highlighted the plight of
the unemployed. The media however
ignored many of these statements.
We did recognise gains for over 20
year olds and did note the aims of the
scheme and applaud them, except for
the means testing and the low levels
of the benefits. Means testing while
designed to encourage participation
from currently under-represented
groups will in fact deter exactly these
groups.

Our policy has always been to en-
courage Universal benefits as one
means to increase participation of
groups other than the 55% figure you
quote. (Incidentally the 55% figure on-
ly pertains to Victoria enrolments in
1985 and the overall figure across
New Zealand is unknown but lower.)

| have always demonstrated a com-
mitment to equity and access and
fought hard for these aims: which are
policy of the Students’ Association.

| have never at any time condoned
the high levels of unemployment or
the non payment of support for 15
year olds.

Sam Fisher

THE MISSING LINK

Dear Philip Rodley,

I'd like to begin by pointing out that |
knew all along that you were ‘‘actually in
stage 3'', (my spies are everywhere!) and
happy as | am for you, that doesn’t
automatically make you ‘‘a big boy now’’.
In particular, your understanding of evolu-
tionist accounts of the origin of life (as ex-
hibited in your letters, anyway) appears
sadly lacking. Just because histidine (your
example) is sythesized in a certain way by a
certain organism at a certain time doesn’t
mean that that’s the only way it’s ever been
done, for example.

In your letter last week you say that you
didn’'t mean that the initial appearance of
complete, functioning cells is necessary to
explain the origins of life. In that case, what
was the point of trying to dazzle us with the
big numbers and big words about how com-
plicated cells are?

You've at last shown your true colours
with your quotation from lIsaiah 65 - the
classic bit of text used by missionary Chris-
tians to justify proclaiming their own views
far and wide and then refusing to take ob-
jections seriously. It seems that Christians
continually see the latest problems in
science as evidence of the existence of
God. Our understanding of the universe has
been painfully accumulating for thousands
upon thousands of years - molecular
biology is a very, very young discipline. It is
far too early to make sweeping generaliza-
tions about what DNA and other
biomolecules can and cannot do (who
understood retroviruses before 1970?) and
simply ludicreus to claim these generaliza-
tions, as you do, as evidence of the
existence of God.

The White Russian

REPLIES IN BRIEF

P. Tottle — Could you please contact the
editor as you have given no phone number.

A.G.M.

Agenda for the A.G.M. of the University of Canterbury Students’ Association. To be
held 1.00 pm in the Shelley Common Room July 27th 1988.

Apologies
Minutes

Matters arising from the Minutes
Moved chair - “‘That Peat Marwick by UCSA’s auditors for the 1988 year’.
1987 President’s Report
Constitutional Ammendments (all displayed upon the UCSA noticeboard next to

the main office) 2
General

== CANTA, July 25. p 19y
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