




































BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER PRINTING 
THE "CREATIVE VANDALISM" ARTICLE 

WHAT HAPPENED: 
1992: The article was first printed 

in Craccum, the Auckland University 
StudAss mag. There was no disclaimer, 
yet apparently no significant 
controversy resulted. I re-edited the 
article, taking out some of the sideline 
comments that I felt were recklessly 
flippant, and added the "Editor's Note," 
which in my opinion was a crucial 
precursor, and the only possible way of 
presenting the article responsibly. 

Last week I consulted with some 
CANTA staff and volunteers before 
running the artic le - not all of them 
supported the content, and I listened to 
their opin ions. 

Last Monday when it was at the 
printers, I gave Christina and Warrick, 
1994 and 1995 UCSA Presidents, 
advance copies of the article, in case 
any complaints were directed at them. 

Tuesday, CANTA came out, we 
received a couple of letters strongly 
criticising the article, and Xtina 
received a few complaints in person. 
These were all from students and 
people in the community. Her official 
response was that the UCSA does not 
condone vandalism of any kind. 

Wednesday, and the Press 
Education reporter asked the Police, 
the University Registrar, and the Chch 
City Council for comment, thus 
drawing the article to their attention. 
We got in touch with the StudAss 
lawyers. 

Thursday morning, and the story's 
on pg 3 of the Press, with the Pol ice 
saying they're investigating whether to 
prosecute. CANTA and some exec 
members decide that, as a statement of 
public goodwill , the CANTAs sti ll 
remaining should be "pulled off the 

"' stands" - we also notified the drop-off 
.--.,. points in town. 

Meantime, the phones are going 
@ crazy_ - no longer students or the 

public, but instead ALL other media, 
reacting to the Press story - TV, radio, 0 and other newspapers. TV One, TV 

@Three, and CTV interview students, and 

me and Xtina, who speak together, in 
our official roles, without giving 
personal opinions. 

6pm, Exec meeting. After 
discussions including the "freedom of 
speech" debate, Exec moves that "the 
Association does not condone the 
publication of any article promoting 
vandalism in any way." 

Friday morning, Xtina and I are still 
under major pressure for radio 
interviews. It's still a hot topic on radio 
talkbacks nationwide, Teletext, and 
internet. Personal support floods in for 
me from students, the public, JAGPRO 
(the Journalists' Union, of which I'm a 
member), and ASPA (the other student 
newspapers), after the previous night's 
bogus TV news coverage which had 
focused, on all channels, around file 
shots of felled letterboxes (letterboxes 
were not mentioned in the article). 

CANTA learns that, coincidenta ll y, 
there's a Canterbury student called S. 
Murray. We hereby state that this 
student is not the author of the article, 
and apologise for any inconvenience or 
emharrassment suffered . 

Afternoon, the UCSA Publications 
Committee meets, discussing the 
background to the publication of the 
article, aspects of my contract, and 
how to approach this next issue of 
CANTA. I'm censured (official ly 
reprimanded) for not consulting 
appropriately before publishing an 
artic le w ith potential legal 
ramifications. 

Saturday, another pg 3 Press article: 
reporting the censu ring; that the 
President of the 11 am Residents' 
Association said he has received over 
100 ca lls from residents; and that the 
Police's decision re laying charges will 
be made next week. 

There's st ill no written materia l 
back from our lawyers. 

A REMINDER: 
CANT A is here to give 

representation to the diverse views of 
all students, and publishes a wide 

range of opinions throughout the year. 
As we say on the bottom of the credits 
page, CANTA is the official publication 
of the UCSA, �E�X�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�Q�\���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���Y�L�H�Z����Publication 
does not imply that the UCSA, CANTA 
workers, or myself personally or as 
Editor, condone the content. 

SO, WHY DID I PUBLISH THE 
ARTICLE, AND WHAT DO I THINK 
NOW?: 

- I thought a lot about potential 
consequences before publishing the 
article "Creative Vandalism." I consider 
that the article itself is not a reckless 
encouragement, as both it and the 
"Editor' s Note" contain warnings and 
provisos throughout. 

- I would not publish anything 
which I thought actively incited 
students to terrorise 11am residents or 
their residential property, and I am 
genuinely sorry that some 11am 
residents are feeling unsafe as a result 
of this article. 

- Likewise, some students and staff 
are angry that this article tarnishes 
student reputation, and in particular, 
potentially jeopardises future 
entertainment events and other UCSA 
arrangements. Aga in, I would not have 
published the article if I thought its 
content endangered such things. 

- I also considered that many 
students and members of the public 
might find the content of the article 
socially, morally and/or politically 
distressing. However, I balanced this 
against the important role of the media, 
and student media in particular, to 
stimulate debate. And this has, er, 
occurred. 

- I accept the Exec censuring of me 
as accurate and appropriate, and 
would also like to apologise to the 
UCSA officials and staff for whom this 
whole incident has created extra work 
and stress. 

Isabelle Teresa 
CANT A Editor 1994 

Heart to Heart Date Line is 
a n~w confidential telephone 
dating s.ervice that uses 
recorded voice messages to 
provide an easy, fun way to 
meet people. 

It's easy - all the instructions 
are given on the phone. Heart 
to Heart Date Line lets �\�R�X��
make the choice - �\�R�X��use it 
the way �\�R�X��want to - �D�Q�\�W�L�P�H��
you want to. 

There are no membership or 
enrolment fees - all you pay is 
the cost of the phonecall _ and 
you could have a date arranged 
within 24 hours. 

HEalllllaART ~'4),___· -
HEART 

Date Line 

REGISTRATION 
FOR A LIMITED TIME 

PH 0800 10 99 93 
• ANYTIME 

CALL FREE NOW 
and record your 

Personal message 
YOU CHOOSE THE PERSON 
YOU WANT TO MEET! 
CALL NOW! RECORD YOUR 
OWN MESSAGE OR JUST 
LISTEN TO MESSAGES LEFT 
BY OTHER CALLERS. 
IT'S EASY TO USE , 
CONFIDENTIAL AND THERE 
ARE NO JOINING FEES! 

Use a touch tone phone and please ensure that you are the erson a ln p p y g for the call. Calls cost $2.95 per minute+gst. INFORMATION PLUS p O B · · · ox 4164. Ph 364 8171. ChCh 



UNIVERSITY 
OF 

CANTERBURY 
100 AVAILABLE IN 199S 

• Doctoral Scholarships: $12,000 p.a. non-taxable, usual pre-requisite First Class 
Honours degree; tenure up to 3 years. 

• Masters Scholarships: $5,000 p.a. non-taxable, tenure for research year. 
• Specific postgraduate scholarships in certain areas. 

• Ngata Centenary Doctoral Scholarship for a Maori student. * CLOSING DATE 15 OCTOBER 1994 * 
Application forms and further details from: Margaret Ricketts, Admin. Assistant (Scholarships) 

Tel: (03) 366 7001 Fax: (03) 364 2999 ,;1 UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY PRIVATE BAG 4800 
CHRISTCHURCH, 
NEW ZEALAND 
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tickets $26.50 from UCSA or Echo 
8pm Weds 12th October 
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