






































MY LIFE without ME

Director/screenplay by Isabel Coixet

My Life Without Me, chronicles the final months
of Ann (played by Sarah Polley), a young mother
diagnosed with terminal ovarian cancer. The

film focuses on Ann’s diagnosis and everything

it changes, not from the medical or woeful
perspective commonly used inthis type of film, but
from the eyes of a young woman who realises she
is not going to live forever.

In a courageous yet selfish move, Ann tells
no-one of her illness and impending death,

her heartbreaking secrecy allowing the film to
concentrate on the execution of her touching

list of ‘things to do before | die’. Polley's honest,
unpretetentious acting and voice-overs allow an
almost too personal glimpse into Ann's insightful
and poignant moments of realisation, which
punctuate an otherwise relatively predictable film.
This is the kind of film that reaches right down
inside you, stirring up emotions you did not know
you could feel. It will make you laugh, smile, and
cry, but when over, will leave you feeling curiously
optimistic. My Life Without Me is not really a film
about dying, but more a film about living for the
moment and making the most of the time you
have.

The film does have its weaker points — at times too
clichéd - but the exquisite acting, subtle character
detail, incredible music choices, and Coixet's
tactful and creative handling of a difficult subject
matter makes My Life Without Me one of the best
movies | have ever seen.

Reviewed by Anna Mathieson
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Lost In Translation

L ost In Translation

Reviewed by Melissa Lam

Directed by Sofia Coppola
| dont like how this movie made me feel. But
| guess that's the point. Lost in Translation
is a movie about two people dropped
into the middle of a country with a wholly
different culture, language, and way of life
and expected to survive, nay to thrive, under
the circumstances. This is, as one expects,
extremely problematic.
Bill Murray plays a washed up movie star
reduced to doing whisky commercials in
Japan. He admits that he “should be doing a
play somewhere” but is seduced by the easy
money that this foreign culture offers him.
Because he has effectively sold his integrity
for two million dollars, he is going through a
minor mid-life crisis. He befriends Charlotte
(Scarlett Johansson), another American at
the hotel, who is going through an existential
crisis of her own. Recently graduated from
Yale, she is at a crossroads of what to do with
her life and has followed her new husband to
Japan in order to have time to reflect away
from home.
This oddly matched couple begin a
companionship lasting four days, which is
simultaneously comfortable, odd and fraught
with tension. On the one hand, you're happy
that two lost souls have found each other
and are able to relate so wonderfully. On
the other, Bill Murray’s character is in his late
forties and Charlotte supposedly in her very
early twenties. There is an uncomfortable age
difference which Coppola acknowledges and
plays with in her movie.
One expects the tension to be resolved with
sex or on clearly platonic terms (perhaps
Murray patting her on the head like a good
daughter), but the pressure is never released
satisfactorily, leaving the audience shifting in
their seats.
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Hill Switch

By Namco
$119.95 for PS2

Hillary Clinton’s favourite movie? Kill Bill. Game Boy’s favourite ne
w

ggme? Kill Switch. Really? Well
Kill Switch is the latest third-
released for PS2, Upon playi

pillars, piles of bricks), and then
advantages or disadvantages.

Reviewed by Game Boy

By Mende Nazer & Damien Lewis
Virago Press. $37.00rrp

Slave is Mende Nazer's harrowing account of her
personal experience of the slave trade in Sudan
Menqe opens with memories of her childhood -
growmg up in the Nuba Mountains of Sudan I
recounting a sheltered but nurturing existencle
untouched by western civilization. The prologue
fgrew;rns you that this simple, happy picture of
tribal Ilfe.in Sudan does not last long and her stor
ta_ikes a dire turn when the mujahidin raids Mend Y
village. She is abducted, raped and sold as a sl i
at the tgnder age of twelve; her childhood haltez}Ve
Mende IS sent to work as a domestic slave for a ‘
V\;ohman_ in Khartoum, sealing her fate for the rest
Z]ar:;ri;[:fe;a Hr:ar mastgr’s mental manipulation is as
¢ g as her physq:al br_utality. The poignant
emories of her previous life, interspersed with
: L the brutality of her present
situation, emphasize
the hopelessness of her
circumstances.
If you want to be
entertained, this book is
probably not for you as
it deals with themes and
issues that are depressing
and very real. My naivety
about the slave trade was
shattered after reading this
book. In our westernized
sanctuary, the words
“slave trade” usually
conjure up images of the
cotton fields of antebellum
America. Mende was

» NO, to be honest | just liked that line...
person crawl-and-shoot ‘em up to be

ng, it draws i i i i
Metal Gear Solid 2 (MGS2), still the bensc;wmmed'ate e g

is it simply_the student to MGS2’s master?

mark of its genre. So does Kill Switch measure up, or

“popping up” and * : pe
of weapons to choose from, but they all seel?ned ver i R i e ‘i

y similar to me, without many particular

Sr;agz;ct:ealrl]yi/,c:ge;;izugh tatshrain, thunderstorms and gun-fire
_ » but the grenade explosions lea

to be desired. They’re more like a magician’ e
than a soldier’s shrapnel “greeting” 'lghe'ar;ws ikl Skae
are also well done. The A.l. is fairly i.ntell'C 2ol dr?WmQS
I didn’t warn you when enemy soldiers ey
take‘ you down. However, they do tend t%alzgv(;ptf?n i
'out'm the open to be shot to ribbons, making theif?;cs:fi,cvse:
ot 'ess successful. More fun for you, of course

Whlle there is nothing inherently wrong with tHe

[Itself, Ehere’s not a lot that stands out either The v?/an(]ie

solid” comes to mind. If you own and Iové MGSZoarmd

want some more, try renting i i j i
S y g it, but otherwise, just stick with

Fresh from the USA

Huge consignment
of assorted
computer software
and web site
manuals plus
academic titles at the
unbelievably low
price of just

Sinla

lucky enough to escape
her imposed fate and tell
a story that is contrary to
this belief, increasing our
awareness of the most
saddening aspect of her
story - the girls who will
replace her.
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_The University Bookshop
Trading Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30 — 5.30 Sat 10.00 - 3.60

University Drive ph:364 2043

Available at




“a frenzied ravaging lust for
food, in which all standards
and self-respect disappear; at
the end of the fat-attack you
are degraded, covered in food
scraps, but sated.”

caster Gl

) Duncan Wison-

28

Consumers have embraced the one-kilogram  Mr Good said his family thought that such
What a Pig Easter egg criticised by an MP.  “large-scale eating” saved Easter from “medi-
ocrity”.
Green Party Member Sue Kedgley objected to
the one-kilogram, 4,000 calorie product and its
packaging, which carried a “Pig-o-meter” time

“Even Christmas is now concerned with health-
conscious treats, and in our family’s struggle to
scale exhorting children to gulp the egg down conform to these ideals we often endure a bor-

within fifteen minutes to achieve “legend” ing and emotionally-distant time. The communal
status. fat-attack brings us all together,” he said.

And self proclaimed “chocolate fanatic” Anne
Harding said that any “What a Pig chocolate
sickness” may encourage more nutritious diets
in the short term- although she scoffed at a sug-
gestion that she would abstain.

Any challenger who failed was a “nerd”,

“wimp"” or “loser”, depending on the time they
took.

“It's irresponsible, obesity training,” Ms Kedg-
ley said.
“Feeling ill may alter some people’s consump-

tion patterns significantly, but it won't affect

“Engorging yourself with chocolate, making
mine that much,” Ms Harding said.

yourself sick from it. Hopefully, there won't be
too many sick people around and most people

will ignore the packaging,” Kedgley said. The managing director of What a Pig egg-mak-

ers Waikato Valley Chocolates, Hans Vetsch,

But some consumers said that gluttony is part defended the product.

of Easter joy and Ms Kedgley should “back off”.
“We developed a product to target a certain

audience. The 1kg egg is more likely to be
consumed by students, young adults, and older
people. | would find it grossly irresponsible if
adults buy the egg and sit a kid down and say
‘Go for it, be a legend and

do it in 15 minutes’,” Mr Vetsch said.

Several seven-year olds, smug at seizing the
last monster eggs from The Warehouse in Nel-
son, and spied gorging themselves in the mall

car park, said that Easter was one of the few

occasions when people were permitted to eat

whatever they wanted, and “no-one had better

change it”. This target audience, he chuckles, could be “a

dozen students sitting down with a dozen Pigs

This reporter, no prude when it comes to food and a crate, and saying, ‘Here you go boys"”.

(accomplishments include thirteen cheeseburg-
ers in a row, two consecutive buffet sittings
and eight $2 plates of rice), asked the children
whether their appetite was dampened by the
prospect of feeling sick.

Sue Kedgley's objections were “positive adver-
tising for us”, Mr Vetsch said.

Although the product has been a sales success
for several years it “has done extremely well”

“No way”, “it's crazy cool”, “being sick’s part of this Easter, he said.

it”, they chorused.
And if you missed out on What a Pig, Waikato

Another What a Pig enthusiast, Dean Good,
said the egg was “the perfect solution to a
‘fat-attack’”- a phenomenon he described as

“a frenzied ravaging lust for food, in which all
standards and self-respect disappear; at the end

(of the fat-attack) you are degraded, covered in
food scraps, but sated.”

the Sumonormous.

“It's a big sumo wrestler, and the pack shows

pick up on that; maybe she thought he was
beyond hope of repair.”

Valley Chocolates sell another one-kilogram egg-

the back of his large body crouched down in the
wrestling position. | don‘t know why Sue didn’t
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READING FOR LEISURE AND PLEASURE
Haq enouglj of those heavy going textbooks fo
wh;le', and just looking for a good read? You'd rba
surprised how often we get asked ”Whére are the
pooks for rgading?" It might sound like an odd u e
Euon to a_sk in a Library, but what it usually meaqnse'&
where is a book I can just read for the sheer enj o
ment of it — one where there’|l be no exam questi(i(r)ly-
no essay to write and no indepth analysis whicsh'
lfeaves me _spending SO much energy on searchin
or symbolism and allegory and the meanin f 2
all, that | forget what the book is actually abgu(:nl’f

Lllbrar.y staff have put together a number of sel
tion lists on a wide range of topics from hum il
an_d fantasy, to women authors, popular scienour
crime, music and prize winning New Zealand CZ
mt;arnatlona,l titles to name a few. Why not chaer::k
out our selections the n i ¢ i
forAa qistraction from the Zztmg?des Z?L;trued ,20,?':9
topic II'SIS are available on the Library weby- :
and will be updated regularly. We'd also lgjsets,
hear of any good books that you have discov (cj)
in our Library, and would recommend to o'(herserfe
!aeliggeiereading. So next time you find yourself wi?hr
moment or two, have a browse

tot:(r selections and see if there is anythif’\hgm:lh%r:
akes your fancy — then sit back, relax and enjoy!

MATH 106

Tutos

S;é(/);ﬂg, from 3rd yr engineering student.

e,ﬁail or $30 for 2 ppl/hr. Call 960 1530 or
ksm38@student.canterbury.ac.nz

STUDENT NEWS
?rtudent.s at thg New Zealand Broadcasting school are
:Oe,\sjentl?g regllonal news on CTV at 7pm, called ‘Met-
Tew\;ajgs startlgg from May 3rd through to May 7th
On and Journalism studen '
: \ ts are ro-
(ﬂis\%gg,st sthootlng and  writing  their gwn
ories to attract a youn i
) . ger audience
S0 give it a look and see what you think"

Sé\REERS ADVISORY SERVICE

B CA1R2EERS & EMPLOYMENT FAIR

v MAY 2004, 10am-3.30am
ALLROOM - A students welcome

AR

graEJu\a(tOU A FINAL YEAR STUDENT looking for

b ? employment in 2005, or a penultimate year

ence7ntoookmg for summer internships/work experi-

i p.ro\/ilér 2004 Graduate Recruitment Programme

€ you with these opportuniti i
: €8, SO regist
sttzlvc\i/gr:]t;:anterbury CareerHubwww.canterbury gc ne;_;
Careers and regularl e

& y check Jobs

d Events/Employer Information  Sessions

Fo i

searr hhelp with ~CVs, interviews  and job

Evenct strate_gnes, check CareerHub
s/CAS Seminars - be prepared early!

Also
men‘t check your student email regularly for recruit-
messages sent to course groups by CAS

2004 GRADUATE RECRUIT.
CR T
GRAM UITMENT PRO-

Target: i

me?et.mte Ff:pal year students (also Sum-

ol Irnfs ips _for pre-final year students)

ol dn ormation Sessions:

Employer etails on .CareerHub Events/

St Information Sessions)
nts at all levels of study welcome to attend

Classifieds in Canta are free to

_ students, Deadline is midday
Friday. Pi_ease keep them as brief
as possible. Send classifieds to:
canta@ucsa.camerbury.acni

27, :
'nf/ﬁlssgsn?:ﬁt;gws (Cpmm, Engr, Sci); 29/4 Unisys NZ Ltd (COSC
ey E’n r;4 1l\?mnstry of Economic Development (Finance,
Servilces (IComg + 11/5 GHD Ltd (Engr);11/5 Shell/Shell Todd Oii
ol s ;1'1 Engr); 13/5 Maunsell Ltd (Engr); 18 & 19/5
i ollings & Ferner (Engr); 24/5 Statistics NZ (Maths
« 11, Econ, Humanities); 26/5 MWH New Zealand Ltd (Engr)’

Application closing dates:
(zFull details on CareerHub Jobs)
8/4 Treasury, Reserve Bank:
Iry, ; 30/4 Dept Employment
rp:!)acg Relations (Aust), EPIK Teach English Korza'775 f%/li\r/ygrk_
mic Development; 13/5 Unisys; 21/5 ANZ Bank' Unileverco_

ng THE WOBBLIES?
OKING FOR SOME DIRECTIO
N W
\f,\lvEED YOUR CV CHECKED? S AL
hatever your year of '
de e y: of study, you can come and talk to a Ca-
No need for an appointme
t L ;
Merc oy F 2pm_‘r)pnm.our drop-in sessions are:
g/ed & Fri: 9am-12 noon. ’
ome up and see us - collect a free “Gui
uide to Job-hunting”
grgs&)slzr brochures and application forms. CAREEFL;gtK‘SVI—pIus
RVICE, Level 7, Central Library, Ph: 364 2591

45 DAMN STRATGHT
A2 will. &p... §

St




Dimmer are playing at the Jetset Lounge on May 1.

Released in March this year,
You've Got To Hear The Music is
the latest offering from Auckland
band Dimmer. Esther MacLaren
recently caught up with Dim-
mer front man Shayne Carter.

Shayne Carter was once the lead
singer of Straitjacket Fits, a band
that appeared to be destined for
greatness in the early 90s. How-
ever, they inexplicably called it quits
on the verge of breaking into the
American market. All speculation
about creative differences aside,
Shayne now focuses his consider-
able artistic energies on Dimmer
who, prior to their latest release, put
out | Believe You Are A Star in 2001.

The good news is, that contrary to
previous reports, Carter seems no
longer to be the fiery-tempered rock-
er of his Straitjacket Fits days, but a
very mellowed-out, unpretentious
guy. Thankfully for his fans, Carter
says that fame and fortune are much
less important to him than making
good music. And although he con-
cedes that a bit more money would
be nice, he says, “It'd be a really
awful feeling to be rich and famous
for doing something that was shit.”
(Just think about that one, Britney.)

As for what critics say about
his album, Carter admits, “It's
hard not to be slightly hurt by
bad reviews, but if you take it on
board too much, you’ll go insane.

“| mean, if everyone says it's shit
you'll start wondering. But ulti-
mately, my main thing is feeling
good about the music myself.”

DU’ L
“it'd be a really awful feeling to be rich and
famous for doing something that was shit.”

. I-T-IEARTHE

Having spent time in the
States with Straitjacket
Fits, Carter says that one
good thing about Ameri-
cans is thatthey “have no
problem with ambition.

“l admire people who
| have the gumption to
put their head up and
say what they think,
as long as they can
walk it like they talk it.”

The video for first single, Getting
What You 'Give, is currently play-
ing on C4's select show and, like
Dimmer’s first video, was created
by animator/drummer Gary Sullivan.
Like a number of Kiwi bands, Dim-
mer have chosen to put out animat-
ed videos because, as Carter puts it,
“| don’t think it’s necessary for the
person who sings the song to be up
there smiling in revealing clothes.

“lt's really important to do some-
thing to get across the ideas or
aesthetics you‘re aiming for.”

Carter describes the video as being
about “karmic come-around,” a met-
aphor for the give-and-take cycle of
life. This surprised me because —and
for those of you who'’ve seen it, back
me up here — it seems really bleak
and scary, like a scene out of 7984.

Whilst on the subject of C4's select,
we discovered a mutual dislike for
what Carter calls, “Mum won't give
me the keys to the car” music: the
kind of repetitive, angsty whinge
ballads churned out by bands
like Linkin Park, A Perfect Circle
and Good Charlotte, that seem to
be constantly on high rotation.

Whingeing is definitely not Carter’s
style. He grew up in Dunedin, which
is probably what gives him a refresh-
ingly down-to-earth viewpoint in
amongst the sometimes pretentious
arts scene of Auckland. Of the big
city, he says “the diversity is nice, to
walk along and hear the singing in
the Tongan church. But I'm not into
the Ponsonby ad exec scene, you
know what | mean?” Yep, we sure do.

Reviewed by Esther MacLaren

You’'ve Got To Hear The Music
Dimmer
FMR

Long album titles seem to be the order
of the day for Auckland band Dimmer.
You’ve Got To Hear The Music is their
latest release, following on from their
2001 debut, | Believe You Are A Star.
They've gathered a bunch of talented
and well-known Kiwi collaborators
for their second album. Among other
contributors, Fat Freddy's Drop are
behind the horn section on the album'’s
first single, Getting What You Give,
and Bic Runga and Anika Moa lend
some female sounds to Happening.

Dimmer's style is a blend of electronica
and funk influences with vocals ranging
from vague and whispery to throaty and
loud. While the last album was heavily
electronic, this one is more organic, com-
bining acoustic guitar, string arrange-
ments and grunty bass into the mix.

To be honest, this isn’t really my kind
of music. Taste is a funny thing — you
can't explain it and you can't fight it.
Electronica bores me and there’s still
a lot of this going on in You've Got To
Hear The Music. | find it a bit self-con-
scious and obscure, and rather than
being catchy or uplifting, the melodies
seem to be deliberately awkward as if to
avoid at all costs being too obvious or
simple. But sometimes simple is good!

Dimmer fans will love this album,
which is an exploration of new avenues
for the band while still maintaining
the fundamentals of their original
sound. However it doesn’t quite reso-

Vnate at the right frequency for me.

SINCE YOU'VE GOT TO, CANTAS
GIVING YOU THE CHANCE TO
HEAR THE MUSIC: Email us before

12 noon, Friday, April 30 and tell us §§
the name of any song
on You've Got To Hear
The Music, which is
NOT mentioned on this
page, and you’ll go in £
the draw to win the
album. Winners will &
be notified by email
on Friday afternoon.

Ditiuen

Genevieve. Eng. st Pro & Noelle. Eng. 1st Pro.
{ 1. Pretty Big Rugby Friend

2. Can you buy alcohol on Sunday?/I'm taking
my Grandad to the dawn service.
3. Do u want to help me polish my soccer
balls?
4. Barney, Moe, Sideshow Bob, Otto and Apu
Nahasapeemapetalon and Blinkey.
5. To not live at uni the whole term./Let me
check my diary.

| 3. .Hey baby, I've
| said that).
4. Chief Wi
ggum, B
| Homer and Otto e i
5.I'm goi :
I'm going to try to stay sober for one

day...a week
Definiely, o 129 Seth's Mum.

got girth (I've actually

.gJamesiH‘igh School student.

- 1. Plain Bound Random File.
, 2. I'll be participating in the pa-
| rade with St. Johns.
i 3. Can | phone a friend?

| 4. Homer, Bart, Apu, Nelson and
. Groundskeeper Willie.
| 5. Pass everything in the second

—
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Inguisitio

1. What does PERF stand for? (Perfor-
mance-Based Research Fund)

2. How will you be celebrating Anzac Day?

e AT

3.1 you were David Beckham, what would
you wn_te In your text messages to woo
your mistresses?

ey .
4. thg are your five favourite characters in
The Simpsons?

Ahat = i
5. What are your plans for the second
term?

especially my
3. Il put your
€ndorseq

Name on my next
4. Bart

pair of Sneak
i ers.
a,:r;eé,.Troy McCIure, Chief
e ideshow Raheem

0 lie, so I Say study, :




call

pre-paid phone card

a eAasiy

j Where Talk
is Cheap |

How can you make calls

even cheaper?

Sign up as an EasyCall member and
get 10% extra FREE $$$ on every
online purchase

EasyCall Refer-a-Friend
Earn $8$ by telling your friends
about our great rates and benefits

www. easycall .co.nz
Customer Services: Toll-Free 0508 789 888

Make your next call an easycall

free to all on the

night. Tickets available
at UniMart

R

Earn Extra $§ NOW!

We're looking for enthusiastic, caring people for a wic
variety of care based/ nursing positions available noy
o

Flexi Hours

Experience Not Always Necessary

Excellent rates of pay
APPLY NOW!

e

i
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