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ETTERS 
GO BACK IN 

Dear Blair 

As a former executive member, orientation con­
troller and assistant capping controller I am con­
vinced of the value of the New Zealand 
Students' Arts Council to Canterbury. NZSAC's 
role in the term time programme is significant 
and absolutely imperative to orientation. 

Very occasionally the cultural affairs officer 
is a person of exceptional organisational ability, 
such as Evan Millner in 19_85. Evan bought us 
free lunchtime activities every week during term 
time • music, comedy, poetry, pooh readings, 4 
steins, commissioned the Maori carving at the 
library entrance including sponsorship, and still 
gained 4 A passes! 

In other years however, the term time ac­
tivities organised by NZSAC have comprised the 
bulk of entertainment on campus. Cultural af­
fairs officers generally don't have the time, 
energy, inclination, expertise or ability to 
organise a full programme. With SAC con­
tributing some activities every term where the 
CAO simply organises the campus details the 
CAD is then free to organise more local acts so 
that students then have a varied programme of 
quality events. 

The failure of Canterbury to rejoin Students' 
Arts Council will have a devastating effect on 
the quality of o_rientation. As a controller of the 
successful 1987 orientation, the NZSAC book­
ing conference gave Evan Millner and myself a 
chance to choose from some of the best acts in 
the country. Moreover, we were able to struc­
ture our programme after a lot of negotiation 
persuation and harrassment of other controllers. 
We left with the major acts booked on suitable 
days. 

It's difficult to see that we would have got the 
programme we wanted if we had simply been fit­
ted into other people's schedules. 

As always the performer that created the most 
interest was the overseas act, Billy Bragg, as did 
the 1988 offering Painters and Dockers. Well 
I've got some bad news for you folks. Failure to 
rejoin NZSAC will remove the option of the 
overseas act. Looney Tours, the comp'any which 
in the last two years has brought you Hunters 
and Collectors, The Pogues, Billy Bragg, Painters 
and Dockers, The Frank Chickens and The Chills, 
to name but a few, will cross the Ballroom off 
their list of venues. The 1989 controller(s) may 
well find themselves in the unenviable position of 
competing with 2 nights of a big act in town. 
Gone will be the days of a $ 30 ticket letting you 
see an international act plus a host of national 
performers. You wont get much change from 
$30 to see an overseas act in town, with bur­
sary levels the way they are students can't real­
ly afford that option. If you make the right 
choice this week, it wont be a problem. 

For some years now, Canterbury students have 
enjoyed the biggest orientation in the country. 
Failure to rejoin NZSAC could see orientation as 
a lack-lustre event characterised by a dreary 
succession of local cover bands. I do not believe 
that Canterbury students will let that happen. As 
a former Canterbury administrator I have con­
fidence that you will make the right choice. It 
will take less than 2 minutes to cast your vote in 
favour of New Zealand Students' Arts Council. 
Do it! 

Dear Blair 

Linda Beatson 
Orientation 87 Controller 

MUSOC REACTS 

I will strongly suggest (in the event Musoc has 
any money to produce a show next year) that, 
like the · Court Theatre, we perhaps refrain from 
providing you with comps, so that sad, rancid lit­
tle pond dwellers like S.W.H. Taylor are unable 
to shit all over your pages. 

Persons of neutrality and intellect your 
reviewers of late are not. 

His erroneous, barbed schmalty attempts to • 
crucify a musical melodrama because it wastes 
all its breath on side issues like corporate back­
ing, or, "wot shows I've seen", and "oh I know 
sooo much about musical theatre". Which he 

simply doesn't. 
I'm sick of inflated theatrical egos who rip 

Musoc shows apart because they are deliberate­
ly composed in a manner which provides an au­
dience with lighthearted relief from the more 
staid pieces that trendy CANTA reviewers find 
politically sound. To quote a passage: "The 
musical direction ... and the expertise of the or­
chestra are worthy of praise... Without them 
there would not have been a musical". I defy this 
author of bitter taste to find a musical that 
works without music. 

I defy this pratt to find 5% of any audience 
who found the show warranted this treatment. 

And finally, I defy CANTA to search their 
souls, and wonder why every year their compe­
tent reviewers fuck any chances we have of 
breaking even, instead of recognising some 
unashamedly bawdy locally written fun. 

In a world of dull, moribund, monotonic theatre 
some of us are proud to hear people yell, and 
cheer, and yes laugh! It makes it all worthwhile. 

Grant Moulin 

Dear Grant - at last some reaction to what we 
print, and someone prepared to put it in print. 
However there are a number of aspects of your 
letter which I have to reply to. First and 
foremost the soul-searching you recommend has 
already taken place. I agree that previously the 
standard of Theatre reviewing has been inconsis­
tant in CANTA, due largely to an attitude of 
comp. tickets as merely perks for whoever is 
around the office at the time. Tht's has changed. 
We do not want comps, we want the chance to 
seriously review theatre in the city and on cam­
pus. For this reason we now have one theatre 
reviewer to approach the job in a considered and 
critically aware manner. S. WH. Taylor has ac­
tually been involved in the theatre since age 
seven and I fully support his right to express 
critical opinions through the theatre section of 
the newspaper. Resorting to name-calling and 
personal attack loses sight of the issues in­
troduced in the review and shows nothing more 
than a defensive knee jerk reaction to criticism. 

So long as I edit CANTA the review sections of 
the paper will never be used for purely publicity 
purposes. The implied suggestion that such a 
show should receive 'good' reviews in CANTA 
for the purpose of enticing audiences without 
consideration of its artisitic merits I find offen­
sive,,_ but unfortunately prevalent in New 
Zealand, to the whole nature and function of 
criticism. CANTA has a policy of supporting local 
acts. Such arts will not progress in an environ­
ment of indiscriminate patting on the back, but 
in a climate of healthy critical debate. This 
review for one seems to have stimulated discus­
sion about the show which, petty mud-slinging 
apart, can • only be good for the progress of 
MUSOC. • 

This makes us all sound like thoroughly serious 
boring people which you too imply. We want to 
see bawdy comedy done well, and enjoy 
ourselves, as much as the next person. The point 
of the criticism was not an attack on comedy 
itself, but the quality of the comedy in this 
show. You also seem to have missed the vital 
point that the reviewer praised the cast for their 
talent and presentation, it is the script that is 
under attack. 

The final major point I wish to make is that 
suggesting CANTA is to blame for poor at­
tendences and MUSOC financial hassles is 
nothing but passing the buck and a groundless 
accusation. If anything sales that were poor 
BEFORE the publication of the review seem to 
have improved. Maybe the stirring up of interest 
and debate has actually been positive in this 
aspect as well. 

Finally minor points; S. WH. Taylor is anything 
but politically sound (whatever that is), the mat­
ter with the Court Theatre has been resolved to 
the satisfaction of all and we will be reviewing 
their work, and actually it was very easy to find 
the necessary 2.4 people (5•;.of the opening 
night audience) who felt the review was 
justified. In healthy debate - Blair. 

I LIKED IT 
M'sieur French, 

Over recent years in Christchurch, I have notic­
ed a tendency for excellent drama reviewers to 
consistently prove themselves to be totally in­
competent at reviewing stage musicals. S.W.H. 
Taylor's little effort with ''A Stab In The Dark" 
confirms this feeling. I find may of his opinions 
incomprehensible, for example, if his comments 
on the score are 'valid, then "Phantom of the 
Opera" has to be regarded as a lousy musical 
because its music is difficult to perform. 

Secondly, he treats the script as though it sets 
out to be an intellectual comedy or a serious 
Whodunnit, when other reviewers and numerous 
"audients" have had no trouble in perceiving it 
(without. prompting) as ol' fashioned hammy · 
melodrama, with plenty of mustard. True, it may 
be somewhat lacking in plot, but that is partly 
the cost of staging a large cast musical with for­
ty minutes of song and dance and keeping the 
length under the two and a bit hour concentra­
tion span of modern audiences. Recent shows 
with more substantial plots either get panned as 
ponderous and overlong, or if tigh-tly written 
such as "Plan It Again Sam", of having card­
board characters. We just can't win. This expec­
tancy that you can write an entertaining musical 
with a large chorus and numerous principals 
(necessary for MUSOC to sustain a large enough 
membership to produce the show) with a solid 
plot and fully developed characters which runs 
for less than three hours is a common failing 
amongst drama critics. Ye cannae have your 
cake and eat it! 
It is a tradition dating from early student reviews 
for such shows to send themselves up to 
some degree. Does the reviewer really think that 
adlib remarks about the show would be allowed 
in a cast which, as he says, is so highly disciplin­
ed? As to any relationship to "The Name of The 
Rose", (hardly likely, as the subjects of suc­
cessful parody are usually better known) 
especially as A Stab in the Dark:' ( 19 7 61 • was 
written before the above. Perhaps Mr Taylor 
should ask Mr Farnsworth if any such conceit 
was intended before launching into such a tirade 
about it. 

Furthermore, although Mr Taylor expresses ~his 
admiration for the cast and repeatedly, he can­
not find space in 700 words to mention any in­
dividual performances, good or bad. 

Finally, I know that reviews are not only a 
single person's opinion, but Christchuch au­
diences seem to be particularly swayed by them, 
and as MUSOC is heavily dependent on student 
support, Mr Ta.ylor may care to consider the 
possible financial harm he has done to his fellow 
students before he next dips his pen · in vitriol. 

Yours offendedly, 
. Richard Grevers (a MU SOC member but not 

directly involved with the production. 

quent conceit". However it should perhaps be 
. pointed out that 'Stab' was written in 19 7 5 and 
. first performed in 1976, whereas "The Name of 
the Rose" was first pulished in 1980 (in Italian 

;-English translation in 1983~. Does this mean 
• then, that "The Name of the Rose" is a parod; 
of ''A Stab in the Dark"? One never knows 
-these Italian professors will do anything for a 

, cheap laugh. Then again, however, perhaps it's 
merely · a 'case of a reviewer overmassaging 
his/her/its ego and becoming too clever by half. 

Another telling point that is made is that 
"without them (the orchestra) there would not 
have been a musical". Admittedly it's a bit like 
saying that without words and pages and things 
there wouldn't be a CANTA, but it's still very 
• true. 
• And a final point is that the plot and 
• characterisation are not entirely believable, sen-
1 sible or realistic, and the setting and situations 
would not perhaps top a Cleo "most tasteful" 

. guide. An equally relevant criticism that has 
escaped the eagle eye of Mr/Mrs/Thing Taylor is 

• that the show is not written in Cobol and is 
·therefore no good for computer programming 
• purposes. It should perhaps be pointed out to 
S.W.H. that on occasion human beings have a 
·tendancy to enjoy light, silly frivolity totally un­
tainted by realism, logic or intellectual profundity. 

Finally Blair, should S.W.H. ever resign (and 
that's a hint) I feel confident that the standard 
of CANTA's dramatic reviews will not fall. 

Yours faithfully, 

NO 
Dear Blair 

Mike Lennard 

I know what "palimpsest" means. 
Yours smartly, 

Andy Gunn 
P.S. Can I be CANTA's next dramatic reviewer? 

BIBB LE-SPEAK 
Dear Editor-Human, 

As a Bibbie-speaker, I object with bipble to the 
bibbling bibbles of the Someon~ not called Craig 
Young nor wishing to be called that-Human. 

On Bibbie this bibbler would be bibbled with a 
large green bibble in front of all other Someone 
not called Craig Young nor wishing to be called 
that-Humans. 

I find it bibble that you have no word in yqur 
language that translates with the proper bibble 
our word Bibbie, and it's family. Because on Bib­
bie this bibbling letter would get Me bibbled in 
front of a crowd of Bible-speakers with a large 
green bibble. But it was worth bibbling. 

Dear CANTA 

Bibbie, 
The green slimey Bibbie-speaker 

'PRINT' 

I'm new in town and I was wondering how to 
Dear Richard - it seems as though I've already break into the 'editorial' fraternity. Do I just 
said it all. point{ taken, especially on The Name write in and say something with sexual/tren-
of the Rose where the reviewer is aware of the dy/rabid right connotations and wait for the 
date contradiction although still finds uncanny • • response as others do. I hear a good bit of Chris­
parodies between the two. I have to repeat • tian/cockroach bashing gets answers. 
however, that inferring financial responsiblity for . I could talk· about mutilating animals or even 
a show on a reviewer or paper is an unfounded . people, (unborn or other). I'm sure that a good bit 
accusation. CANTA is responsible for its own . of greasing your most revered superiorness Sir, 
finances, MUSOC must accept responsibilty for would get this letter published. 

, theirs - Blair, '. Then again I could just babble, or even bibble, 

I'll DO BETTER 
Dear Blair 

One can only applaud attempts to ameliorate 
the unhappy lot of the culturally inept, but was 
it necessary to go to such lengths for the sake of 
one individual as to appoint S. W ,H, (what a lot 

• of initials!) Taylor as your dramatic critic? 
However, staunchly resisting the temptation to 
em_ulate the poet Swinburne·, who described the 
low I if e that reviewed a work of his as an 
autocoprophagot.is baboon, I must instead admit 
that dear S.W.H. makes a point or two in 
his/her/its review (for want of a b.etter word) of 
the MUSOC show ''A Stab in the Dark". 

For example, the darling boy/girl/reptile points 
out that the show is a parody of "The Name of 
the Rose". A jolly good poke in the eye that is to 
the pretentious fools who erected such a cheap 
device to enable (I quote with admiration) "a 
send up of semiotics and various other 
conceits". One can only agree that "there is no 
dramatic reality to the premise nor . to subse-

: (my green slime's slipping), on about nothing of 
any importance at all. 

; An obscure remark, obvious only to 'editorial 
: frat' should credit a 'Print' scrawled in blue pen 
across my letter, wouldn't it? I think the 'Bibbl-

• ing green slime' falls into this category. 
! And now it's time for that all important 
• signature. I could use something from Star Trek, 
• some obscure Latin name for bugs, or even a 
• reference to my bodily parts. But no, I think I'll 
just put my own simple name. 

Yours 
PhtZ 

• P.S. I'm not the hairy one being followed by 
hordes of hungry bugs. 

- Try leaving a phone number or saying 'hi' 
when you drop the letter in - Ed. 

DISCOUNTS 
Dear Editor, 

When is ·a Student Discount not a Student Dis­
, count? When it is offered by Don Gridley's Tyre 
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• Service, or so it sewris. My car recently needed a 
l ' new battery, and I went to that firm because 

·they are listed in ·tr.e Discount Directory as giv­
ing a $ 20 discount ·on batteries. However,. when 
I tried to claim the ~discount, I was told that the 
price, I had been quoted ( $ 7 5) was "trade 
rates" and that no iurther discount would apply. 
I understand that discounts are not usual ly of­
fered on sale prices, but there seemed to be no 
special ofter in effect, and $ 7 5 would be the 
price quoted to anyone. So do students get a dis- , 
count or not? If not, are Don Grindleys in breach 
of the Fair Trading Act by making an offer 
which they do not intend to honour? 

Dear Keith, 

Yours 
Keith Wignall 

Thank you for bringing t,,;~· matte.r :J JL : at­
tention. However you are not the first student to 
query this. 

Having spoken to Don Grindleys their position 
is this: They offer a 'trade discount'. Not a stu- • 
dent discount. The ref are they argue everyone 
receives a discount including students. Next time 
UCSA prints the Student Discount Directory 
names of any organisations in this position will 
be removed. Effectively their position is that 
they believe their price is the discount price, Oifr . 
discount directory is far firms offering specific 
discount far students. 

Yours Sam Fisher 

MORE DOUBLES 
Dear Editor 

The letter in CANTA (25 May 1988) from 
Craig Elms titled 'Treaty of Waitangi' was not in 
fact from Craig Elms, as I am he and I have no 
knowledge of writing that letter. 

The views voiced in the letter do differ from 
my own. 

PWP 
Dear CANTA 

Yours etc . . 
Craig Elms · 

I have read both articles □· n the Performance 
Working Party Report which I co-wrote. 

It is interesting how quickly the car- ' 
respondence became an.argument about the role 
of a Students' Association, rather than about 
ways of improving UCSA in 1988, which is 
what the document was designed to address. 
Obviously however the basis from which the 
report started was the role of an Association of . 
University Students. I think that labels such as 
right and left, and progressive tend to blur the 
dynamic which ensures the continuance of an 
Association - such as UCSA. The key factor 
which will influence the politics of a Student 
Union is its relevance to its membership. At pre­
sent UCSA remains relevant by running cheap 
and elf icient cafeterias, Happy Hours, a flafting 
service, club facilities, and all manor of student 
services. Remaining relevant also includes focus ­
ing on the political aspirations of the student 
membership. A 1 present Education is the most 
important issue. Be it Bursarys, AssessrrtBnt 
workloads or Limitations students are fundarnen 
tally concerned with these. At present Vietnam, 
conscription, Springbok tours and other similar 
radicalising issues aren 't vital to most students. 
A Public Affairs Office still exists on executive 
but so far no mass support base has carried 
Brendan Davies or his port I olio onto the front 
page of the Press. Very few 'progressive 
political' clubs exist at present and this tends to 
indicate I think that currently public issues aren't 
the seething bed of discontent for students they 
have been. I don't think changing the title of one 
executive position is really going to seriously 
alter the polit ical climate. Closing Happy Hours 
would. 

REPLY 

Yours 
Sam fisher 

PWP Member 

Dear Charlotte, Denny & Steven Ferguson, 
I can't let your reply to my article go unreplied 

itself, so in return would like to make the follow­
ing points. 

Concerning NZUSA you stated, "Pre 1987, 
NZUSA had 101 priorities from Nicaragua to 
lJ.,,n pays and did none of them well. Post 198 7 
it has one priority education and does it brilliant­
ly." In two short sentences you managed to sum 
up my overriding objection to the restructuring of 
NZUSA that the process of ridding the 

organisation of waste and efficiency, NZUSA 
developed a chronic case of r.ducational tunnel 
vision. There is no necessary link between effi­
ciency of operations and political conservatism! 

It was a revelation for me too when I realised 
(about this time last year) that UCSA is essen­
tially an educational trade union. The responsibli­
ty of a trade union however, is not only to ad­
vance the wages and conditions of employment 
for its membership, but to participate in ensuring 
the environment in which its members enjoy 
those benefits is a fair and just society. 

It beats me how you can claim that changing 
the Siudent Affairs portfolio to Education " ... is 
not a change in the job description". -Student A f­
fairs is an exec position which provides a link 
between education and welfare issues and social 
issues. It empowered last year's Student A ff airs 
Officers, Wayne Cribb and McCallum, to work on 
issues ranging from· our major education cam­
paign to alcohol and drug education and the 
organisation of the visit by ANC leader Oliver 
Tambo. I am proud to contribute to UCSA's fine 
tradition of education work, but I am of the opi­
nion, which the PWP report is reinforcing, that 
this work has been to the detriment of UCSA's 
wider social responsibilities. 

Yours 
Martin Small 

P.S. Is the confused use of pronouns (both 'I' 
and 'We' are used) significant? 

I DON'T BELIEVE YOU 
Dear It 

I fornicated 17 times last week, and I'm still 
unhappy. Am I doing it wrong, will the world 
really end next Thursday, will Batman ever he 
seen on T. V. again and what is the meaning of 
LIFF anyway? 

Dear Blair 

Yours with a lump of putty 
under my armpit 

Jumbo Whiffy (Accountant/ 

MK. 3 

I have decided to incorporate myself and sub• 
ject me to copyright - accordingly, only Craig 
Mk. 3 is the other licensee to hold my noble title. 
Personally speaking, I'm one form of post­
Christian myself; the religious practise of Chris­
tianity over two millenia raises questions about 
its morality. JC vy_as a great moral teacher, but 
T orquemadea, the Crusaders and the Religious 
Right are the other side of the argument. Which 
isn't to say that there aren't other fundamen­
tralisms outside the religious framework of a 
post-Christian kind that don't do just as much 
damage; all authoritarian, deontological 
philosophies do, although Christianity has a two­
millenia advantage. 

Subjective experimental faith claims usually 
get routinised and subjected to a rigid taxonomy, 
so that's not really a reliable argument. There 
are a range · of alternative post-Christianities, 
some worse than others - I don't think there is 
an immutable truth. 

Now, about this sudden manipulative ap­
pearance of trendiness amongst young trenrlies, 
which I label chameleon tactics. Trendy 
hairstyles, dress, musical styles, media designs 
etc. don't fool me one bit - the same rabid tundie 
mind benders are still underneath all the glitz. 

S-peaking of glitz, I see Chris Whelan ("my 
mitre is bigger than yours, Shane''.) and S/M 
("your dungeon or mine?") are running for 
office .... again. I wonder, is the time right to talk 
about the women's netball team, vats of mar­
mite, truckloads of breadrolls, whips, chains, 
leather etc. seen disappearing into the latest 
KAOS party? If not, how much will both pay me 
not to talk. 

Craig Young (c) Inc. 

P.S. My last letter should have said "someone 
harmless and slightly boring, like Ms P .0. 
Anderson - oops, I mean Phil). 

Dear CANTA 
Who is the Mole to question the sanity of our 

glorious religious institution from the com­
parative safety of his subterranean realm. To 
use a cliche, he is "making a mountain out of a 
molehill". Surely in this age of media coverage 
the use of cosmetics by heads of state is widely 
acceptable. Even Brahman paint their faces. 

What subversive, undermining and lefthanded 
character would dare attack KAOS with such ir­
reverance while their guard was down. A word 
of advice for the Mole from Bhagavadgita 

"Ramprasad say: lift the mosquito net and look at 
yourself". 

Godboy and the Matador 

THEY LOVE YOU ... 
Dear Blair 

Angela Moorhouse persists in her blashemy! 
The Christian Bible quite clearly describes God 
as male. How dare she add to holy writ? Indeed 
it is written "If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book". (Revelations 22 : 18). 

This new breed of Christian believes in com­
prising the Bible's word and ignoring the laws cf 
the Old Testament because they · do not suit 
them. You cannot change the Word of God! To 
do so is the ultimate blasphemy and God has no 
mercy for such heretics! 

... ANGELA 
Ms Moorhouse, 

Yours, 
P. Abercombie 

To refer to each point you raise. 
1. Does this mean that you do not believe in 

the bible being literally true? And if so what bits 
do you amend? Perhaps Timothy 11 11-14? 
Anyself respecting woman must surely look at 
the bible with great suspicion. 

2. Unfortunately you miss the point. Lifeforms 
evolve to suit the environment (the ecosysten 
can change but only slowly). And to suggest that 
Sharks, Leprosy, Melanoma, T.B. and Down's 
Syndrome results from mankinds mistakes and 
selfishness is slightly perplexing. Either Of you 
believe the bible) all these wonders are created 
by God for our edification (lsiaih 45 v. 7), or if 
you're not a looney, they are a natural part of 
the ecosystem of which mankind is a part. Your 
concern about Humanity's squandering of this 
planets resources is edifying, but I would ask 
that you appeal to certain Millenarian christians 
who believe that resources are there to be used 
up now since Christ is coming soon and we 
won't need them then. 

3. I personally think it reasonable that life 
evolved on Earth should indeed be best suited to 
Earth conditions, any other result would be 
miraculous and perhaps the sign of some super­
natural intervention. 

4. I would agree that people should study 
christianity (and other world religions) in an ob­
jective rather than subjective manner, as it 
shows very clearly just how superstitiousness is 
an all too common fault of humanity. All we can 
hope, I suppose, is that the portion of society 
willing to use both their brains and their eyes is 
as large and as influential as possible. If we can 
do this, then perhaps we can look forward to a I 
more promising future. 

Yours etc. 
Shane D. Murphy 

... REALLY 
Dear Angela Moorhouse, • 

Some of us spent most of last week listening 
to the lectures given by Nigel Lee, and discussing 
the evidence for Christianity, with both Chris­
tians and non-christians, in an unheated and ob­
jective way. The conc.lusion many of us reached 
was that there isn't any! Your suggestion con­
cerning the, so called, 'optimal' conditions on 
Earth seems to be a classic example of a theory 
ladden observation. Such conditions can be far 
morn adequately explained by science than by 
Christianity, as can any other 'evidences' you 
might wish to put forward. God can not, by 
definition, be objectively proven, so nor can 
Christianity, which presupposes Him. Belief in 
either is subjective, a matter r opinion, a 
theory, which will colour observaf ns. 'Optimal' 
conditions and life on Earth are no·t more coin­
cidental than your belief in Christi .. i ity and your 
amazement at these conditions. The former has 
led to the latter in each case, not vice versa. 

Yours Belinda Sibly 

.... THEY DO 
Dear Messrs White Russian, Post Christianity, 
Phil Anderson, Not Craig Young and J.P.G. 

Please lay off Ms. Angela Moorhouse or 
there'll be nothing left for me to devour. 

Yours sincerely, 
A Lion 

ANAMAL LIKES CHRISTIANS 
Dear CANTA 

A theist Act ion has put up signs declaring the 

Stud Ass building a religion-free zone. How dare 
they? I have greatly enjoyed the free christians 
in the Activities Room this week and wish they 
could come more often. I find they have strange 
logic but are more of a challenge for not believ­
ing the bible is the true-and-revealed-word-of­
God, but I'll convince them they're wrong even-
tually. . 

Atheist Action, I know who you are and sug­
gest you prove your sincerity :n a way that you 
have admired since you last saw Highlander. 
Yes, I want you to prove your sincerity by com­
mitting seppukku. 

BIOL 101 
Dear CANTA 

Have a nice day, 
ANAMOC 

I think I can help "Atheists Action" of June 
20th out. God created life. Not convinced? 
Here's a summary of whats involved. The most 
primitive prokaryotic cell must contain the 
following_ before it can even think about dividing 
or respiring or even wiggling a flagella: At least 
four million nucleotide base pairs, arranged into 
3000-5000 genes, coding for the regulation of 
their own expression plus coding for each of the 
amino acids in the thousands of enzymes. (At 
this point I would encourage you to look up the 
structure of . a simple enzyme, to get a feel of 
things). These enzymes are organised into ther­
modynamically feasible pathways reponsible for 
utilisation and storage of chemical energy, syn­
thesis of macromolecules (including DNA itself), 
cell wall components, amino acids, ONA replica­
tion and repair mechanisms etc. etc. etc. 

Now, here's an example of a paradox for you: 
Synthesis of histadine (an amino acid) requires 
1 O steps using 10 different enzymes coded for 
on 10 genes, and yet histidine is a component of 
the enzymes required for the synthesis of itself. 
Now I'm not saying this is proof of God, but it 
does leave us with a score of 10 points to God 
and minus several million for the primordial fluke 
theorists. 

Yours in Christ 
Philip Radley 

P.S. Yes, I do believe in evolution. It parallels 
nicely with the process outlined in Genesis. 
SNARK! 

COWARD 
Dear CANTA 

Altho I'm courageous enough to unconstruc· 
tively criticise other people's letters, even to the 
extent of disregard for the truth, I'm sorry, I'm 
just not brave enough to air my unvulnerable set 
of beliefs or even to sign my real name. 

Yours insincerely-and-just-out- to-put-others­
dawn 

Another Gutless Wonder 

DECLARATION! 
To the Christians, Preachers and their Anti­
Christian attracters. Both groups shut up and 
read me for a minute. 

To the Christians: again you try to win co: 
verts, but I tell thee solemnly, few are listening. 
The reason is that people are tired of hearing the 
same old thing over and over again. Why not live 
and act in the ways you speak of, down to the 
last letter. Actions speak louder than words, you 
know. That's why Mother Teresa has the 
world's respect and you don't 

To The Anti-Christians: stop using "Christian" 
as a term of ridicule (no-one around here uses 
"Jew" as such). Even if you don't believe that 
God exists, the morals taught by Christian_ity 
(helping the poor, the sick, the helpless, treating 
others as yourself and generally not hating 
anyone) are surely good ones to live by. 

To both groups: I, and many other CAN_TA 
readers, experience weary deja-vu when reading 
the letters page and once again finding it atrhost 

full with your for/against debate. Look, accor· 
ding to Articies 18 and 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (which will be_ 40 
on 10th December), you have the right to bel1e~e 
what you like. So, the both ~t you, keep th~t 1~ 

mind, respect each others beltefs, and leave rt a 
that. l'will be a blessing to us all if you ~0- . 

Yours in Hopeful fma/ltY 
om 

P.S. No replies please. 
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DEEi 

0ear Ed 
If the attitude of people is '.survival of the fit­

test' then how can we expect there to be no 
violence in our human societies? We need to 
learn to co-operate, not dominate. 

We can easily co-exist with all the other 
species of lite. I feel that 'survival of the fittest' 
is a poor excuse for abusing·animals. Most of us 
in Aotearoa are beyond 'survival' as far as 
nourishment goes. 
• Just because a lion eats meat doesn't mean 
we can. A lion needs it, and a lions prey at least 
has a chance. Our prey generally has no chance 
against our advanced methods of domination and 
slaughter. Just because there is always suffering 
in the world doesn't make it. okay to cause suf­
fering. 

All animals have a right to their lives un­
molested. Many men get away with rape and 
sometimes murder of another person. Is this an 
example of 'survival of the fitfest'? I feel it is 
more appropriate to call in 'survival of the 
cruelest'! 

RUBBISH BINS 
Dear Blair 

Monkey 

Relax. Non critical, non political request 
follows. For those that still want to read on, I 
have a simple request. I hope, on behalf of a 
good deal of mature students (irrespective of age 
etc.) I harbour a concern that we are in real need 
of more rubbish bins on, and adjacent to campus. 
I admit to having little idea .of cost and/or 
maintenance of these little babies, but it sure 
would help. We are, as a group, expected to put 
into practice the benefits of our education at 
some stage I suppose - but in the meanwhile lets 
show some thought near bus stops etc., even if 
we can't solve the campus problem. Thanks for 
the ears. 

Yours 
Mark van Huben 

DON'T· DO IT 
Dear CANTA 

I'm so depressed. I can't take it any longer. We 
cockroaches are shy and hate publicity and all 
,the slagging we have received lately is more than 
I can stand. I'm going to throw myself into the 
typewriter and end it all. . . llllllllllllfii 

peregrm~ 

OH SHIT 
Dear People 

In my first communication to the Literate of 
the student body, via this publication, I , •ite 
literally asked for some explanations to the 
situation as I saw it. So as Monday roller on 
around and the thirteenth issue was published, I 
was gladened to see that at teast two replies, 
from Brendon and Joe Davies, attempted to 
answer both my question and my criticism. For 
which I thank you and shall answer your letters 
in due course. 

And then there was the Radio UFM hijacker 
Madam/Sir as the case maybe. I find it hard to 
determine whose side, if any, you are on. Your 
• letter is either a very sarcastic slap in the face, 
or (as I truly hope) a subtle 'pat-on-the-back'. • 
Others I have spoken to are having a similar pro­
blem in decerning your colours. If you disagree 
with what I have said, please feel free to abuse 
me, but if you are in agreement with me, stand 
up and be counted. Start a trend, show our let -
tist friends that the 'silent majority' does have a 
voice (R.S.V.P.). 

l would now like to direct my attention to Mr 
Brendon ·oavies' s lettef. In your first paragraph 
you stated that you f9und my letter "disturbing, 
perplexing, fascinating and generally misinform­
ed". The latter three of your criticisms I had ex­
pected, but disturbing? Is it that a lone voice has 
been heard to ask you to "rationally account for 
your actions", is it that the "politically sound" 
fear having to justify their ways. (I thank our 
friendly U.F.M. hijacker for the quotes). 

In paragraph three you say that by stating 11,at 
the Republic of South Africa has a relatively 
good human rights record compared to others, is 
a''bit off track', is my good Sir, both a misinter­
pretation of my letter and, I am sorry to say, 
Wrong. It is, if you wisti to fook it up, published 
by the United Nation~ an internationally ac­
cepted fact that South Africa when compared to 

many countries has a relatively good human 
rights rating. This Mr Davies, is fact. From 
'ratings' to 'records', for a long time now it has 
been very easy in Bolivia, Chile, Vietnam and Iran 
to get discriminantly blown away, and they 
don't care what race you are. 
In answer to your fifth paragraph. No, I don't 
walk around with my eyes shut, in fact I have 
been, when time has permitted, to see some of 
these speakers of which you sp'eak. And as for 
New Zealand's anti-nuclear stance, tell me my 
friend, apart from the biggest ego-trip in our na­
tions history, what have we gained from our 
stance. Most Europeans still believe that we are 
part of Australia. 
Now let me examine the scholarly scrowl of 
Joe Davies (any relation?). ( - Do we have too? 

• - Ed.I 

It appears to me that when you read my letter 
your anger got the better of you. May I suggest 
that you try to read my letter' again, without 
frothing at the mouth this time. I knew when I 
wrote my letter the population ratio in South 
Africa, but, as I have already pointed out, apar­
theid works in other countries, although the 
word 'apartheid' is synonomous with South 
Africa. It does, surprise, surprise, have other 
uses, and I shall say it again, this time spelling it 
out for you. 

If one takes the sum total of the people in all 
countries affected by apartheid, the majority of 
people in these countries don't mind. 

What I am saying and what I thought I had' 
made exceedingly clear in my first letter is that I 
do not support apartheid as it is in South Africa, 
but I have nothing against apartheid as it is in 
Cyprus, ttaly etc. 

And Blair 'Young Gnat?' No. 

Dear CANTA 

Yours etc. 
Robert Keel 

CHRIS WHELAN ... 

Chris Whelan's makeup bill is nothing com­
pared to what he spends on lingerie, I mean how 
much does it cost to get fishnet stockings to fit 
Chris the tall. As for the frilly knickers, well... 
Yours 

N. Mole 

... SUPERSTAR 
Dear Blair 

It is a sad day for the campus population when 
the likes of that deviant character Chris Whelan 
is elected as vice-president through a technical 
flaw in the electoral law. 

Whelan is the epitome of modern vice, with his 
unabating wheeling and dealing in sin around the 
History Department, his unmentionable perver­
sities and sardonic mockery of basic moral stan-

• dards. In fine, he is nothing more than a whorl of 
depravity. 

It is both disheartening and disgraceful that 
there are actually 130 people- around campus 
who imitate his false lifestyle and puerile think­
ing in voting for him. 

Dear CANTA 

Yours in moral repugnance 
S. Finlay 

CONFUSED 

A point of order Mr Chairman, wa& Black 
Wednesday supposed to show student anger at 
managed entry, or mourn student apathy with 
the election of Chris Whelan? 

Dear Charred, 

Confused 
Stephen N. Curnow 

CHRIS AGAIN 

Despite your best efforts Chris Whelan made it 
not only to Exec, but all the way to Vice Presi­
dent! Instead of just being a colleague he's now 
your boss! I warned you democracy just doesn't 
work and since you didn't reply to my kind offer 
of help I'm going to work for El Presidente Chris 
Whelan. He knows how to jack things off for 
himself and some of his social policies are great. 
Policies such as dipping little boys in chocolate, 
making wire brushes and carbolic soap available 
in the showers, setting . up nail polishing centres 
for the girly's, stoning those who criticise Exec, 
feeding commerce students to lions, tithing 
students 10 percent of their incomes, begatting, 
and wiring everyone's goalies to the national grid _ 
are even better than jumping off a cliff with a 
'stick of wet celery up your nose! They make the 
other candidates look like a bunch of bogey 

Viva El Presidente 
Generalissimo Vyvyam Bosterd 

I DIDN'T HELP 
Dear Blair 

Normally I ignore5th column, but I'd just like 
to comment on one point raised there which 
might justifiably worry people. 

Yes, quite a lot of people helping me during the 
election were KAOSians or associates. This has 
been the case during all elections for the last 
three or four years, but no-one else is willing to 
man polling booths. Anybody who really feels 
upset about it is quite welcome to volunteer 
their services. If you want to be sure. things run 
fair, you've got to be involved. 

Phil Anderson 
Returning Officer 

P.S. Yes, I think Chris's success is amusing. No, I 
didn't vote for him. 

OH PHIL 
Dear Blair 

I wish to protest at the threatening attitude 
which Archie and his periplanetoid minions are 
adopting towards Phil Anderson. Phil provides a 
uniquely comfortable environment for thousands 
of microscopic creatures like myself. In recent 
times we of the Left Foot have established a 
flourishing trade with the inhabitants of the 
Beard, and our advance scounts have contacted 
an advanced industrial civilization on the Right 
Foot. Archie and the Anthropods threaten all we 
have struggled to achieve! It is imperative that 
this threat to our very existence be stamped out 
now • before it's too late! 

We extend to you a pseudopod of friendliness 
Heinrich van Amoeba 

P.S. Why was Phil Anderson goose-stepping up 
and down corridors, singing "Attack of the Killer 
Tomatoes" on Monday night? 

PHIL WHO? 
Dear CANTA 

This letter is written to your prestIg1ow. 
publication as a result of a deeply offensive 
remark I happened to stumble upon during my 
weekly rambles through your letters page. 

It is in response to a letter by "someone not 
called Craig Young" that appeared in CANTA on 
June 13. The offending remark was his vicious 
and obviously unfounded rumour that Phil Ander­
son was worshipped in Upper Moutere. True, he 
posed this as a question. But his patronising and 
demeaning .attitude toward we Upper 
Mouter"ians did not go unnoticed. 

I would like to set the correspondent-with-a­
very-long-name-which-isn't-Craig-Young right on 
two very important facts: 

1. We have never heard of Phil Anders.on' in 
Upper Moutere. 

2. There are no primitives in Upper Moutere, 
(well, the Ewers clan do come close - but they 
are in Aeudorf anyway). 

With this in mind I would urge him to speak 
with more respect about Upper Moutere, home 
of New Zealand's tobacco industry, lots of hops, 
a particularly vicious apple wine, a few thousand 
sheep, and now, an incensed Foresty student. 

IT'S ... PHIL 
Dear CANTA 

Yours 
Bushman 

Should I ever again try to run for exec, I shall 
certainly strive to u~ P. Abercrombie as my P.R. 
man. Phrases like " ... long-ha-ired degenerates 
show off their clever arguments, twisting God's 
message and uttering blasphemies ... " ind)cate 
the sort of ability to manipulate emotions with 
meaningless phrases that is invaluable in any 
good political campaign. 

What sort of religion leads to its adherents 
resorting to the use of the phrase "clever 
arguments" as an insult. And did I ever tell you 
of the christian who called me a blasphemer as I 
quoted direct from the Bible? Fun, isn't it? 

• Phil the Hairy 

OH BASTARDS 
An open letter to the perpetrators of the 
racist graffiti around University , 

To whom it may concern; 
Once again I've just seen another example of 

racist propaganda at University (most of it is in 
the toilets, maybe that says something about the 
minds of those who write it). 

What I would like to know is what do you peo-
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pie find so frightening about people who happen 
to be different from you? University students are 
meant to be intelligent the future leaders of 
society,· so why do yoU: people persist in your 
unintelligent, irrational, .illogical, and downright 
bullshit attitudes. Thin~· about it, if everyone 
around y'ou was the same then we would live in 
a pretty uninteresting, dull world. It takes all 
sorts to make up this world of ours, to have 
something against someone because they are a 
different colour, race, religion etc. is about as 
logical as to dispise all people who are shorter 
than you, have curly hair or wear glasses. 

Wake up people, be proud to live in a diverse 
society consisting of different cultures. 

We have got a Nucle.ar Free Aotearoa (NZ), 
now let's have a Racism Free Aotearoa (N.Z.). 
Bugger off bigots your time is over. 

Brendan Davies. 

In Brief: A.N. Alectryomancer - unless you are 
talking in some strange technological language, 
what you wrote is best kept for the toilet walls 

- Ed 

ED SEZ 

It's great having all these letters: BUT· if you 
want your letter to be published it must be typed 
or written clearly on one side only of A4 paper 
and double line-spaced. A real name and contact 
number is necessary with all letters using a 
psuedonym. And remember, absolute deadline is 
Wednesday 5 p. m. 

CANTA wants to be able to print as much of 
the correspondence as possible but the Editor 
reserves the right to withhold an unsuitable let­
ter. Please keep letters under 250 words, 
preferably shorter. 

The Blues Brothers' Younger Brothers, 
Jack and Elmore 

with 
The Heaters 

one of Wellingtons top blues bands 
Thursday Night - 8.00 p.m. 

No cover charge 

Plus 

Friday Lunchtime 
in the Lower Common Room 

Brought to you by the UCSA. 

1-

STOP PRESS: PROTEST WORKS 
THIS MEMO FOUND IT'S WAY TO CANTA ON FRIDAY, 

SEEMS DATED JUNE 22. (BLACK WEDNESDAY). IT 
.THAT THE MONTHS OF PRESSURING THE UNIVER­
SITY ABOUT THEIR USE- OF FUNDS IS STARTING TO PAY 
DIVIDENDS. 

REFERENDUM: 
CANTA, June 27. pp 20 

UN IVERS IT Y OF CANTERBURY 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS: 

ECONOMIES OF OPERATION 

SUBMISSIONS FROM STAFF 

Members of staff will be aware of the necessity for the continuing close 
scrutiny of all items of university expenditure, particularly non-salary 
costs, with a. view to economies of operation. 

In view of the deteriorating staff/student ratio, and the serious question 
of whether any additional funding will be provided for 1989, the final year 
of the current quinquennium, a review is currently being initiated of the 
costs of services in the following areas with a view to achieving 
appropriate savings: 

Cleaning and caretaking 
Grounds maintenance 
Heat, light and water 
Maintenance of buildings services 
Postages 
Telephones, Telex and Fax 
Printing and stationery 
Staff appointments 
Enrolment, graduation and examination procedures. 

It is appreciated that departments' involvement in many of these areas of 
expenditure is limited. Any departmental concern expressed will 
understandably tend to focus more on the level of the departmental grant, 
which is also, of course, a major area where good house-keeping can reduce 
any unnecessary expenditure. 

Nevertheless, I should be gr.ateful if you would bring to the attention of 
staff in your department the fact that expenditure, under the headings 
listed above, is currently being revi~wed and that written submissions are 
invited. The Registry Heads of Sections involved are undertaking their own 
survey of these items of expenditure. 

It is to be hoped that such economies as are considered desirable will at 
least contain, if not reduce, present levels of expenditure in these areas; 
but it is also evident from current operating procedures and costs that 
there may be ' little room to manoeuvre. 

Could members of your staff please let me have any submissions they wish to 
make not later than 1 August 1988. 

22 June 1988 

ECONSOF.OPN 

A.W. Hayward 
Registrar 

MAKE SURE YOU _VOTE 


