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A Twisted Class System 
Miss Quoted 

I am a Bachelor of Arts student, and there is noth­
ing wrong with that. However, I have learnt to ac­
cept that this means a lot of people who can't spell 
will look at me as their intellectual inferior. I have 
learnt to smile politely through gritted teeth while 
guys wearing t-shirts that say 'Nice shoes, wanna 
fuck?' tell me I'm studying "bugger all." (While 
they get C's in MGMT101, which they're repeating.) 

Can I just point out though, that my fellow BA 
undergraduates and I will one day go into jour­
nalism, design, psychology, human resources, 
diplomacy, publishing and many other valu­
able (and lucrative) career paths. Yes, there are 
some BA students who are stupid or flaky or 
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both. But it would be ludicrous to sug­
gest that these qualities are restricted to 
the Arts faculty. I know some (actually a 
lot of) flaky, stupid, moronic losers who 
study Engineering/Commerce/Science etc. 

In particular, a Commerce degree these days 
will not necessarily get you very far when 
you leave uni. This is because the official 
tally of recent Commerce graduates in New 
Zealand is somewhere around 1 squillion, 
and when 1 squillion people all have the 
same degree, then logic suggests it might 
not be particularly impressive to a prospec­
tive employer. So all you BCom students 
who sneer at an Arts degree, I'd be getting 
off your high horse sometime around now. 
(If however, you are one of the nice ones 
who aren't biased against BAs, then sorry, 
no offence, and don't worry - that whole '1 
squillion' thing wasn't entirely accurate.) 

Generally, a decent BA graduate will have 
developed excellent formal writing skills 
by the time they put on their black gown 
- i.e. good spelling, grammar and sentence 
structure. Some of you might not be aware 
of this, but good spelling and grammar are 
valuable assets in any workplace - whether 
you're a structural engineer, a business 
manager, a lab technician or something 
else altogether. Good spelling helps you 
with writing reports, giving presentations 
and generally not looking like an idiot. The 
average BA student writes about 10 -12 es­
says a year, and so we have to be able to 
not just make good points, but make them 
logical, sequential and convincing. These 
skills will translate to a huge range of of­
fice-type jobs - and employers know this. 

I just think it's a bit sad that the BA is now 
looked upon as the poor cousin of all 
the other degrees, because that's not fair 
- or accurate. All degrees are important 
and worthwhile. Everyone at Uni should 
be proud of the fact that they are there. 
And instead of establishing some kind of 
twisted class system based on degree­
code, how about we all start treating each 
other with understanding and respect? 
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Be careful what you wish for .. 
In the modern world, text messaging has 
become an integral part of relationships. 

Some people even have relationships purely 
by text. I've had a few of those, but recently I 

got very, very badly burned. 

You'd think that I would have learned after 
the first time. I'd been texting this boy and 

well, things got pretty hot and heavy. My 
flatmates - his rowing team-mates - found his 
phone, found my texts and it was a long time 
before my flatmate could look me in the face 

without an expression of sheer disgust. 

Well this time, I received a mystery text from 
someone who'd met me one night in town. 

That I didn't recognise the name wasn't 
surprising in the circumstances. This boy 

had just moved down from Wellington and 
wanted to make some new friends. He said I 
was gorgeous and sexy which got me hook, 

line and sinker. So we got to know each other 
over the course of the evening (thank God 

for Telecom's $10 texting!). I invited him over 
for the next night. I was quite excited at the 

prospect of a new playmate. (Yes, they were 
those kind of texts as well). 

So Monday night, I was a bundle of nerves. 
He was supposed to come round at 8pm. At 

8:30 I was kind of anxious because he hadn't 
arrived. I was feeling pretty rejected. Then at 

8:45 I got a text saying he couldn't find my 
house and could I come and stand on the 

street. I went out. There, in my driveway, was 
a car. Reclining on the car, fully nude, was a 
group of Christ's College schoolboy rowers, 
laughing their heads off. Burned! I had been 

led on and turned on by a group of school­
boys who had gotten my number from their 

coach's phone. 
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I called my flatmate to come and have 
a look. He pissed himself with laughter. 
The boys apologised for leading me 
on and then said I could still give them 
a call, if I was feeling lonely. I haven't 
called. It was obviously cold. 

l l.ct.J:\.t: J.. ers. 
Yet this hasn't deterred me. I've met a 
new boy, well I haven't met him and I 
have only one photo. My friend texted 
him one night, from my phone. We 
stayed in contact. We've emailed and 
texted and talked on the phone. (Yes, 
those sort of emails and texts and 
phone calls, as well). I sent him a photo 
of me and disconcertingly haven't 
heard from him in the 12 hours since. 
So, fingers crossed. 

Cell phones are as much of a curse as a 
blessing. They can bring infinite delight 
and humiliation. I always wanted a car 
full of naked rowers. I'll keep texting, I'll 
just be careful what I wish for. 
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Reviewed by Katie Wylie 

Directed by Joel Schumacher 
As interesting movie subjects go, 
the true story of Veronica Guerin 

and Dublin's heroin trade appear to 
be somewhat lacking. Cate Blanch­

ett, however, delivers an intense 
performance in her role as an Irish 

journalist committed, perhaps even 
obsessive, about her work. 

Following a visit to one of Dublin's 
poorer suburbs, where children are 

shooting heroin and needles clog 
the gutters, Guerin begins investi­
gations to expose and undermine 

the city's drug barons. Ignored by 
local police, the underground drug 
industry is intimidating and seeth­
ing with traitors and criminals. Her 
articles in the Sunday Independent 

newspaper reveal the industry's 
secrets, and in doing so, Guerin and 

her family become the target for 
acts of retaliation. Her persistence 
leads to her eventual downfall; on 
June 26, 1996 she is shot dead in 

her trademark red car by a man 
working for the criminals she had 
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VERONICA GUERIN 
been trying to expose. Ironi­
cally it is only following her 

death that official action is 
taken and Irish drug laws are 

tightened. 

Despite the often disturbing 
plot, and a rather gruesome 
amputation scene, Veronica 

Guerin is intense and engag­
ing. The flawless effort by 

Blanchett does much to en­
hance the unsavoury plot. In 
contrast to the harsh, unfeel­

ing world of the drug lords, 
Blanchett provides a neces­
sary human element, whilst 

the unglamorous setting 
reinforces the film's tell-it­

like-it-is quality. Unlike many 
recent films, this movie 

honestly explores a relevant 
social problem. Guerin's 

brave attempt to undermine 
the Dublin drug industry 

provides a fulfilling .sense of 
justice in an otherwise shady 

underground environment. 

The Crusader 
Dirty/FMR 
We all know two songs from 
this album. We all know about 
it being the most anticipated 
'homegrown' album ever and its 
subsequent record breaking sales 
feats ... and amidst all the hype, 
Christchurch rapper Scribe has 
delivered a strong bunch of tunes 
that will appeal to mainstream 
listeners and hip hop fans alike. 
The album is well paced and 
varied, and lyrically, it is strong. 
Although he doesn't pack quite 
as many quotables in his verses 
as 'the other' MC, Mareko, lis­
tening closely to Scribe's lyrics 
will still "stimulate your mental 
state". (Although he does rhyme 
"the square" with "the pier" 
three times). 

Scribe kicks off the CD at high 
speed over a familiar beat on 
"Not Many", before the obliga­
tory (egotistical?) battle track, 
"Been this Way". P-Money then 
slows down the pace on "Dream­
ing", as Scribe takes an intro­
spective look at his career. 
The "Theme from The Crusader" 
is the album's most entertaining 
track. Over a booming DJ Ali-pro-
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NICK 
ORNBY 
1songs 

31 songs 
by Nick Hornby 
Published by Penguin 
Nick Hornby has pulled a Radiohead on us. 
What I mean is that after building up a large 
base of loyal fans, he decides to test us and ap­
pears to go completely off the track. Some will 
love it, some will hate it. I can't decide. 

I found 31 Songs very hard to get into to begin 
with, as it delved very deeply into some quite 
boring bits of a Bruce Springsteen song. But, if 
you start at song (chapter) six, then read seven 
and eight (the best one), it is much easier to go 
back to song one with a new approach. This 
is not just a book full of musical essays, it's a 
collection of Nick Hornby's views on the world 
and pop music in general, and it doesn't matter 
what the songs are that he's writing about. 

If you're going to buy the book, buy it from 
amazon.com - it comes with a CD with 11 of 
the 31 songs on it - but take note - it's called 
'Songbook' in America . Don't get the soft back 
version. It has a few extra articles which I think 
are taken from Hornby's music column in the 
'New Yorker.' The only one I managed to read 

~ - -- -- -

all of was 'What does the New 
Top Ten List mean?". 
Final Thought: People should 
write more lists ... 

Whaddya know, Canta is giving 
you the chance to do just that! 
Send us your top 10 list of AB­
SOLUTELY ANYTHING, and we'll 
give two of you a free copy of 
Nick Hornby's 31 Songs. Easy! 
Please include a short 
explanation/justification for 
each entry on your list. Email 
all lists as a Word attachment to 
canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz . 
Entries will be judged by a select 
panel of experienced list writers, 
(read: the Canta team will pick 
their favourite one). All lists may 
be published at a later date, so 
please indicate if you want your 
name published alongside yours. 

- ~----- ;-;;'!iii~~~;;::::r:::::::::----i 

duced, brass-laden track, Scribe describes 
his home town and shouts out local musi­
cians and sports people. Ali also produces 
one of the other musical highlights in "Too 
Late". Other highlights include "Stronger" 
(featuring up-and-comer Tyna), "Stand 
Up" and the "Not Many" remix (which 
features a fast paced cameo from Auckland 
rapper Con Psy). 

Even though he's NZ's star rapper of the 
moment, Scribe still acknowledges his 
place within the hip hop community. If you 
research everyone featured or shouted out 
throughout this CD, it's basically a crash 
course in NZ hip hop. Buy it. 

Canta Magazine/ Official Publication of the UCSA 

As well as your textbook requirements, 
we feature: 

a fantastic selection of general books 
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It slipped down the gullet with such ease you 

would think a personal lubricant may be an ingredient. 

CANTA FOOD CRITIC 
This Week: Captain Ben's 

Known to any well seasoned 
Canterbury Uni student, (and 

soon to become a favourite 
for first years when the hostel 

kitchen makes another ined­
ible offering) Captain Ben's is 

one of the finer culinary institu­
tions close to campus. Their 

wide range of deep fried treats, 
hamburgers and lim ited range 

of Chinese dishes make the 
Captain a popular stop for a lube 
job and grease change. Whether 

it is en-route to the Foundry or 
soaking up some alcohol after 
an Ensoc barbie, Ben can cater 

to your needs. 

For those of you not familiar with The 
Captain he is located next to the~ d~iry on 
!lam Rd. His friendly welcome of G1dday 
Maaate" can often be heard from as far 
afield as Bryndwr on still nights. For any 
newcomers, it is essential to enquire what 
is contained in the Captain Ben special. The 
speed with which this is rattled off would 
put even Scribe to shame. 

And so it was on the first night of Orienta­
tion that I made the journey to greet the 
Captain once more. Half a scoop of chi~s 
and a giant burger was my meal of choice. 
The chips were a little bit dry, however 
this is always better than soggy, and the 
distribution of sodium chloride was almost 
perfect for whetting the appetite. After 
munching my way through a few handfuls 

with Gunther Lutton 
of chips it was with great excitement that I 
moved on to the burger. The combination of 
pattie, cheese, sauce, bacon and sa!ad was 
divine. It slipped down the gullet with such 
ease you would think a personal lubricant 
may be an ingredient. 
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With the burger down, the remainder of the 
chips were dispatched, and my nigh~ was 
off to a perfect start. However, the night • 
turned steadily worse. The lack of females 
and the overwhelming presence of fight­
ing Lincoln boys in town, combined wit~ 
me going home alone, meant the Captain 
remained the highlight of my night. 
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UCSA Second Hand Text­
book Sale 
Run by Christian Union. 
Book sale, March 4 & 5, Ngaio 
Marsh Theatre, 8am- 5pm. 
Eftpos avaHable. E-mail: 
ucbooksale@yehoo.com.au 

The Basketball Club 
is starting up a new social bas­
ketball cornpetltlon on Sunday 
evenings at the University 
Rec Centre. ldeatly this Varsity 
League will consist of teams 
from different Glubs,..Societies, 
Halls, Departments or just groups 
of friends .. The pomp~titioo 
will start early in the first term 
and wm run during term time 
throughout the year. Any ques .. 
tions don't hesitate to contact 
Tony (arnh112@student.canterb 
ury.ac.nz} or see us durrng clubs 
day, 

40 Flour Famine 
19-21 March. After the famine 
return your book, and money 
collected to UCSA reception and 
receive free video hire vouch-
ers! There are still some books at 
UCSA reception. Remember, it's 
your weekend, their life! 

Do you want to be a per­
son of influence? 
Be a big brother or sister to a 
group of young people, with 
one of the largest church-based 
youth agencies in Christchurch. 
Volunteer to be a leader with the 
Spreydon Youth Community. We 
have youth workers in Riccarton, 
Cashmere and Hillmorton High 
Schools•- heaps of young people 
are coming to SVC and we need 
more leaders to mentor them! If 
you ,:1re ready to live a lifestyle 
of leadership amongst young 
people and join a team of like­
minded people your age, this will 
be the opportunity of a lifetime! 

Make a difference in someone's 
life. Chances are they will make 
a difference in yours. 
Contact Di.lane MaJor 338 2800 
dmajor@spreydon.org.nz 
See our webs te www.syc.org.nz 
to get a g impse of what we're 
about. 

Golden Key 
On the 9th of March at 12 noon 
Golden Key is running a scholar­
ship seminar for all members, An 
email outlining tl-Jis even, will be 
sent to members or altflrndt•vely 
ptease check the GK website for 
more detarls 

Careers Advisory Service 
Are you a f nal year student 
looking for graduate employ­
ment m 2005 or a perul•,mate 
year studPnt Iooking lor summer 
internships/work expt rience? 
Our 2004 Graduate Recruitment 
Programme can provide you 
with these opportunities - com­
mences mid •Mdrch, so register 
now on Canterbury CareerHub: 
www.canterbury.ac.nz/student/ 
careers and regutarly check Jobs 
and Events/Employer Information 
Sessions. 
Afso, check your student email 
regularly for recruitment mes­
sages sent to course groups by 
CAS. 
2004 Graduate Rec:ruitment Pro­
gramme 
Employer Information Sessions 
this term:{Full details on Career­
Hub Events/Employer Informa­
tion Sessions) 
16/3 PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
17/3 Ernst & Young 
22/3 Accenture, 22/3 KPMG, 24/3 
Deloitte, 
26/3 Reserve Bank, 29/3 Treasury, 
30/3 Fonterra F.nance. 
App,1cat1on closing dates: 
(Full details on CareerHub Jobs) 
18/3 AB!\. AMRO 22/3 LEK Con 
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Classifieds 1n Canta are 
free to students. Deadline 

1s midday Friday. Please 
keep them as brief as 

possible. Send classifieds 
to: cantaclassifieds@hotm 

ail.com. 

suiting, 26/3 F1n;t NZ Capital, 26/3 
KPMG, 2613 B"li lrterndtional, 
29/3 PricewaterhouseCoopers, 1/ 
4 Deloitt~, 2/4 Gosling Chapman, 
5/4 Ernst & Young, 8/£ Accenture, 
28/4 Treasury, 29,4 Rt serve Bank. 
Whatever your year of study, you 
can come and ta k to ;,, Careers 
Advisor. Our drop-in SP,SSIons 
are: Mon Tues, Thurs: 2pm-
5pm· Wed & Fri 9am 12 noon. 
Come up and S'3 u~ collect a 
free "Guide to Jui.>·hunting", em 
ploycr brochures and application 
forms. Level I Central library 
Ph. 364 2591. 

University Games lnline 
Hockey 
I'm coordir at•ng the university 
games 111lire hock y team. At 
t 1is time I'm 100 ing fc,r anyone 
with sorn exper enc1;; at Inline 
l10ckey, be it ju$t for fun and/or 
up to representative IPvel. If 
interested , play•ng, please 
contact Jason Smith on ext 7755 
or email. Jns28@~1'udent.ca,1terb 
ury.ac.nz. 

Euthanasia Forum 
Your opportunity to ask questions 
and express your v ews on a 
serious matter feeing our society 
today. Lesley Mar-tin, leader of 
Exit NZ, ard Dr Philip Nitschke 
will be n the Amprqtheatre 
{Ngaio Marsh if wet) to talk about 
the issue of volur tary euthanasia 
and field any of vour questions at 
12:30pm on Tuesaay 9 March. 
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Anna. BA. 2nd (and a half) Ye_ar. 
1. The security guard caught me doing a naked 
streak down 11am Road. 
2. He can give me all his money.,, 
3. "How much do they pay you? 
4 The fear of three wheels. 
5: UCSA building - good selection. 

Paul. MSc. 5th Year. 
1. Being at O'Week. 
2. My body is my temple. I would never donate 
any of it. 
3_ "Do you go for the full or partial?" 
4. Fear of the number 30? 
5. Cafe 101. I like coffee. 

Annabel. PhD. 1st Year. 
1. I've never been to anything. I'm not from 

here! . bl d t 
2. Quite a lot ... l don't think I'd be his oo ype. 
3_ "Do you actually drink Jim Beam?" 
4. Fear of 13? . 
5. Ooh! Those sandwiches! Those big fat sand-
wiches! 

Alex. Eng. 1st Pro. . 
1. Starting off a night with one pair of under­
w ear and ending up with another. 
2. A hot chick. 
3. "Are they real?" 
4_ The fear of three packs of cards. 
5. Foundry bar. 
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