




































Letter~ 
LETTER OF THE WEEK 

FUN HAS NO PLACE AT UNI 

It was good to see, in the comment by 
Dave Frame, that'at least someone has 
faced up to the fact of what a univer-
sity is all about - the propagation of 
���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��- and that it is not some 
_kind of tertiary-level play school. 
However, a large proportion of stu-
dents just does not seem to have 
gra~ped this, or that the acquisition of 
knowledge requires hard �Z�R�U�N����

The Students' Association already sees 
fit to spend and invest large sums of 
our funds towards frivolous and indul-
gent causes. Just what sort of role al-
cohol should play in an academic in-
stitution is a pretty dubious question, 
regarding the existing UCSA booze 
barns, let alone whether we needed 
tnem upgraded to include a trendy 
semi-outdoors variation on the deca- ' 
dent theljlle. 

Now the question is, do we vote for or 
against UCSA investment in a student 
television station? Well, if the major-
ity wants this, then it will get what it 
deserves, and the minority what it does 
not deserve. And this outcome would 
only go further to prove that the ma, 
jority is always wrong, because televi-
siQn .is for stupid people whose heads 
are soon filled with every trivial, fleet- , 
ing impression that comes along. If 
you W/ltCh ,television then you really 
should not be at university; and if our 

, association invests in this evil tool of 
: the abyss, then we had all better pack 

up and go home: the end is nigh. 

Reinhald Harmer 

UCSA FEES: GOTTA KEEP ON 
RISIN' 

G How soon they forget! "Indentured 
vassal" claims that "not one member 

of Executive has made a move" to 
lower UCSA fees. I moved just such a 
motion at the Annual General Meet-
ing last year. Through procedural 
machinations of people who do not 
wish our fees to lower, it was not ad-
dressed. I also campaigned (for Pres.) 
on this issue last year, and lost. 

I' II give it another crack this year be-
cause, as you quite rightly point out, 
we should be reducing the compulsory 
levy that is the UCSA membership fee. 
However, this will not be possible if 
rdu get the $300 000 to fund the TV 
station they want. In that- case your 
fees will carry a component of between 
$20 to $30 dollars per student ( depend-
ing on how much rdu actually spend). 
Therefore, expect fees to rise. It's your 
choice. 

Darel Hall 

PS. I always buy my coke at the $1 
machine outside the UBS. 

ON YOUR BIKE! 

I think the most compelling deterrent 
against driving to university is the lack 
of carparks. The university has a moral 
obligation to supply a limited number 
of carparks, so that people within 
walking or biking distance will find 
that it takes just as loiig to drive, find 
a carpark, and then walk to their lec-
ture or whatever, as it would be better 
for me if I biked, but because it is so 
bloody difficult to find a carpark. 

I suppose people who live a great dis-
tance away- say, Rangiora- have some 
legitimate reason to gripe about lack 
of parks, but as for the rest of us, stop 
moaning and get on your bike! 

Ben Harvey 
via e-mail 

RELIGION IS FOR INSECURE 
ZEALOTS 

Anyone who believes in the existence 
of a higher power, which has an influ-

ence over all or aspects of their lives, 
cannot consider themselves rational 
adults who take full responsibility for 
their behaviour and thoughts. These 
people have stopped in their emotional 
growth and do not seem to be able to 
transcend the insecurities of children 
who, for their well-being, need to rely 
on a primary caregiver. This results in 
the circular argument of religion in 
which sanity/reality has no place. Be-
lievers simply say it is the will of God, 
or Allah, or whichever label the emo0 

tionally insecure zealots wish to give 
their. higher-power. 
When all human beings realise that 
there is no heaven or hell, and no 
higher power, then we should be able 
to find it easier to travel along the od- • 
yssey of life. Religion and the 
motivations behind this ideology have 
killed enough people already! 

The Anti-Christian 

PARKING PROBLEMS:A 
NOVEL APPROACH 

I and many of my colleagues believe 
that there is a simple solution to the 
issue of trees being felled to make way 
for the influx of student drivers. You 
may have noticed that there is a large 
primary school playground right next 
to the University and it's just filled to 
the brim with wide-eyed little bra ... 
children running and scamping about 
during their well-earned· lunch break. 
This parkin ... playground could be 
rented by the University, covered in 
environmentally friendly concrete, and 
then made available to the varsity stu-
dents who wish to drive to lectures. 
The children could simply spend their 
playtimes confined to the Gymnasium 
or locked in small cubicles that would 
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be purpose built by the school admin-
istration (costs to be met by parents) 
and named "quiet zones". 

Alternately, the University could cut 
down all the trees and sell the timber 

. to students as firewood during the win-
ter and then put up life-size cardboard 
copies of the trees that look like the 
real thing but could easily be removed 
should the need arise. Hey presto, 2000 
new car parks, a tidy profit in firewood 
and verdant green acres bespeckling 
the rows of shiny new cars. It's a win-
win situation! 

Eric Davies 

VOLUNTARY MEMBERSHIP A 
THREAT TO FREE SPEECH? 

Editor's Note: the following are excerpts 
from Madeleine Richards' and Matthew 
Flannagan's letters to Nexus which criti-
cise the Women's Education Coalition 
Aotearoa (WECA) for promoting the free 
availability of abortion information to 
women. Richards and Flannagan resigned 
from the WSU Exec due to pressure from 
-the student body and fears their views 
could damg.e the WSU as it moves to vol-
untary student membership. 

Richards wrote: 
"I am deeply concerned and outraged 
that the Women 's Education Coalition 
Aotearoa (WECA) have a pro-choice 
statement in their constitution. WECA 
is a division of the New Zealand Uni-
versity Students ' Association 
(NZUSA), an organisation that is 
compulsorily funded by all students 
when they enrol at university. This 
means that all Christian, Mormon, 
Jehovah's Witness, Muslim and other 
pro-life students are being' forced to 
fund a pro choice organisation. 
Whichever side you sit on abortion, 
it's not fair to force one side to sup-
port the other." 

"WECA is supposed to represent all 
women on campuses in New Zealand. 
Policy statements that reflect a 'wom-
en's view'. should be accurate. Abor-

tion is a controversial issue that many 
women are divided over. Hundreds of 
students on every campus are pro-life; 
it is not fair or accountable represen-
tation to make policy statements large 
numbers of students are opposed to." 

"I feel it is not the place of a repre-
sentative education body to have, a 
position either way on this issue. 
Surely WECA should let the women 
they represent make their own choice 
as to where they stand and get on with 
representing women on purely aca-
demic issues." 

Flannagan wrote: 
"It was brought to my attention re-
cently that WECA ... has a policy sup-
porting abortion on demand. At 
present abortion is only legal if the 
child has severe defects, if the child 
is a result of rape or incest or there is 
a significant risk to the woman's 
health. Abortion on demand calls for 
abortion solely on request - a person 
can have an abortion for any reason 
whatsoever at any stage in the preg-
nancy, even at nine months. 

"According to the national women's 
rep, decisions 9n such policy is made 
on the basis of unanimous consensus 
amongst women. I find it very diffi-
cult to believe that all women unani-
mously support abortion on demand. 
In WECA's reality, there are obviously 
no women in the Catholic or Evan-
gelical Protestant faiths, let alone the · 
many Jewish, Islamic, and other reli-
gious faiths that condemn abortion. 
There are also no women with con-
servative or moderate political views. 
Realistically, ifWECA were truly rep-
resentative of all student views there 
would have at least been some disa-
greement or dissension within their 
ranks on this issue." 

"WECA obviously has no interest or 
concern for the religious and moral 
sensitivities of the many students it 
claims to represent." 

Letters 
WRITE AND WIN 

' 
You could score a $30 UBS 
voucher just by writing a 
letter �W�R��CANTA! The best 
letter received by the 

. deadline that meets letter 
policy (see below) will win. 
The Editor's decide and 
their decision is final. Put 
pen to paper now! 

LETTERS POLICY 

CANTA welcomes readers' 
opinions on issues discussed 
in the magazine and other rel-
evant topics.All letters should 
be typed, 200 words maxi-
mum. Please include your 
name, address, phone# and 
Student I.D.#. Letters should 
be received by Wed. noon. 

NOTE:The policy on pseudo-
nyms is under review. 

The Net 
Some Cool Sites to Check out! 

This Week Books 

Horror Writers Association 
http://www.greyware.com/hwa 

Fiction Addiction 
http://www.iol.ie/-westrock/ 
fiction/index.htm 

Eland 
http://www.tarvelbooks.co.uk 

Bibliotech 
http://www.bookshop.eo.uk/biblio/ 

���� ' 



What's On 
Self Improvement 
Janos Cegledy wil_l.be popping up 
all over campus this week, lecturing 
tonight at 7.30pm on "Controver-
sial aspects of the Beethoven Sonata 
Editions" (please bring editions with 
bar numbers added). in. Recital Room 
205 (upstairs) School of Music. 
Adults $7 and unwaged $5 tel-
ephone 364 2180. Cegledy will also 
be performing Beethoven and 
Cegledy tomorrow at 1.1 0pm in 
Recital Room 205. Admission $5. 

Animal Liberation. Peter Singer 
deli:-,,ers a lecture @ Soc'ial Work 
Depir~ment at 8pm TODAY, March 
19 

Beyond multiculturalism. The in-
adequacy of the melting po~ in the 
USA.An American Studies seminar. 
@ A3, I I a.m, tomorrow, March 20 

Interstellar molecules.A physics 
and astronomy seminar. @ Room 

G 70 I .Physics Dept., March 21. • 8 

The ECNZ Season of La Fi/le Mai 
Gardee. The Royal New Zealand 
Ballet @Theatre Royal, March 20-
22. Pretty and good for you. 

Dolphin Diving @ the Ree. Cen-
tre. Dolphins are thought spiritual 
because they smile all the time just 
like Buddha. 

Lifestyle Challenge @ all over 
Chch! Grab a programme in town 

or see copy in 
Mountain biking, kayaking, surfing, 
splash and dash. Great stuff! Until 
March 31. 

Films 
The English Patient. @ Regent on 
Worcester. Just opened. War-time, 
deserte.d Italian monastery, para-
chute silk - what's not to like? 
Secrets & Li~s. @ Rialto. Every-
one's already seen this. But wasn't 
it great? 

Long Kiss Goodnight @ Hoyts. Edi-
tor's choice. Seat jumping excite-
ment. 

Idiocy 
ECNZ paying Gillian Anderson an 
undoubtedly ludicrous amount of 
money to do those electricity ads as 
Dana Scully. We do know she isn't 
really a scientist. 

Cool Event you 
can't afford to miss 

in concert at the 
Christchurch Town Hall on Wednes-
day, April 2. 

Tune into the rdu 
Gig Guide 8.45am & 5.45pm Daily 

Web site http://www.rdu.org.nz/ 

Notices 
SRC MEETING BADMINTON CLUB 

The Student Representative Council (SRC) will hold a meeting for all students to raise issues, pass resolutions and make recom-mendations to Exec. Wednesd~y March 26, 1 pm, in the Amphi-theatre. All agendaAtems must be submitted to the Vice-Presi-dent, JamesJ<inneyby Monday, March 24 

AGM, All welcome, Tuesday March 
25, Ree. Centre 8pm 

MUSOC AGM 

Tomorrow, March 20, International 
Room, UCSA, 7pm. Contact Cathrine 
on 374 6543 BLG 

Social/support group for bisexual, les-
bian, gay, transgender and unlabelled 
students. Meets Thursdays 6pm in the 
International Room, first floor UCSA 
Building. One upcoming activity is a 
Dance in April. Contact: Andrew Ph: 
3433418, Tiffany Ph: 3487069 (UCSA) 

LOST 

A leather bag was stolen from a car 
two weeks ago after Orientation. The 
bag contained work papers that the 
owner would dearly love back - NO 
questions asked. Please drop these 
into either the UCSA Reception, or 
Tiffany Page. No blame, just the pa-
pers back. Ph: 3487069 (UCSA), 
president@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz 

Correction: 
Malcolm Hutchinson, page 15, Issue 
2, should read: Malcolm Mulholland. 
The word 'reire' should read 'reira'. 
CANTA apologises for these mistakes. 

*Chats.Bar 
· *Pen,s Sports Bar 
* All bars are free to hire 
[perfect for 21sts ) 
Pb/Fax 379-9284 
208 Hereford St 



§CCA VJENGJE~ 1HI 

Canterbury's adrenaline freaks, attention-seekers, and bona fide nutters responded admirably to CANTA's Skydiving 
Competition.All of the photographs submitted were truly awe-inspiring and all we can say is "rather you than me, mate." 
In a close contest, the judges eventually decided to award the prize for Top Extreme Photo to AJ Hickling for his 
rollerblading experiment at Lake Pukaki. Hickling, who must have more scar tissue than Jackie Ct,an, also submitted the 
Top Extreme Portfolio. • 
The winners of the jumps are: 

AJ Hickling 
:Chris Tuffley 
Tin, Stevenson 
and the guy 
climbing Mt 
Cook 

Madman in Action 


