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“WATERGATE: THE VIEW FROM THE LEFT” (various writers, introduction by Linda Jenness and
Andrew Pulley. (Pathfinders Press 1973). Distributed in NZ by Pilot Books, Box 1663, Wellington. —
reviewed by Phillip Ferguson.

SUIT AGAINST NIXON AND HIS MERRY MEN

On July 24, 1973, in the midst of fresh revelations relating to the Watergate scandal coming out,
the American Trotskyists of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) a leading organisation of the American
left, and the Young Socialist Alliance (YSA), the largest and fastest growing left wing youth group in
the States, filed suit in a federal court against Richard Nixon, John Mitchell, John Ehrlichman, H.R.
Haldeman and fifteen other officials and former officials of the U.S. Government. The SWP and YSA
charged Nixon et al with illegal acts of blacklisting, harrassment,electronic surveillance, burglary, mail
tampering, conspiracy and terrorism. The suit also asks for damages totalling over US $27 million.

As Linda Jenness, the SWP’s 1972 presidential candidate put it when speaking to reporters at a
news conference held to announce the suit: “The Watergate revelations have laid bare a network of il-
legal undercover police operations and government secrecy. These methods of rule are not merely an
abberation that can be attributed to one party or one wing of one party. The secret police arms of the
government’s, some of whose practices have been exposed by Watergate, have been maintained and ex-
panded for decades, both under Democratic and Republican administrations”.

In the introduction to the book itself Jenness and Andrew Pulley (a leader of the YSA and one
of the Fort Jackson Eight) state that a chain of disclosures has been set off going far beyond what the
Republicans did to the Democrats. This is essentially what the book, consisting of a series of articles
reprinted from the SWP’s paper “The Militant™, is all about. The articles detail years of attempts by
the US government to violate the constitutional rights of dissenters, to disrupt, harrass and destroy radi-
cal and mass movements, The rotten methods which the capitalist class, through their paid adminis-

trators, are prepared to use to maintain their rotten system are nothing new to socialists but this book most insistent about using violence and carrying out some illegal act is doing this not out of politig
and }wtjlcrs will make them well known to broader layers of the public. conviction but rather as a paid government agent. Various prominent advocates of violence withing
THE (.USAN(_)S : } ‘ , ; i e antiwar movement have now been identified as government agents. For instance. George Demmet)
The articles deal with the whole range of tactics used to intimidate dissenters of various per- who “surfaced” in order to frame up Sam Melville (later murdered by police in Attica) for particip
suasions. The SWP itself has been a victim of arson, attacks, had their offices shot up, members assassi- in an FBI-provoked bomb plot. Agents also entered the underground Weatherman grouping which
nated, other members harrassed and refused employment or fired for their vicws. The US government carried out a series of bombings gévem] years ago. Caroline [_uAnd gives an intcrestincg apcount of thi
hv;:s been 1}nvol}vcd in all of lhl_\.‘ Della Rossa t«‘vr instance, in hc‘r;urm.‘lc. relates how gusanos (right wing her article on:Larry Grantwohl who was an FBI agent in the Weatherman group, and became one gf
Cuban exiles financed by the CIA) attacked SWP campaign offices in Los Angeles, sct fire to the place their most active advocates of violence. He has spent the past few years testifying against Weather-
and ‘ntvcmptcd, to murder four SWP members lh}crc. | ' people and is preparing a book called “The Bombers: 1 Was a Weatherman for the FBI”. Grantwohl <
‘ The SWP lmm%‘dmlcly l;lum:hcd a campaign to secure the arrest and conviction of those respon- himself was a key figure in a public school bombing. Just how many Weatherman bombings were g L
sible for the attack. The pattern of police negligence was so pervasive that it raised the question of ized by government paid agents is unknown but these tactics used by the rulers of America show i A
police complicity in an attempt to cover up the real inspiration behind the attacks. In a recent discus- they will use any method to discredit ana smash opponents. The real terrorists and criminals are i
sion with Rossa the Deputy District Attorney Stephen Trott who prosecuted the terrorists revealed obviously the business magnates and their employees in the White House, Justice Department ety
that one of the gusanos admitted being approached by a man claiming to be with the CIA. The gusanos have been involved in a conspiracy of violence ;m';lin,\'l people who oppose their policies.
own lawyer also confirmed the links with the CIA. The more broad question of the CIA and the Cuban These tactics of government organized violence and frame-ups are, as the introduction point
exiles is taken up in Caroline Lund’s article “The Government’s Mercenary Underground Army”. One out, not new (the first mentioned heir;g 1886). The long list of government frame ups and Waterg:
of Nixon’s burglars, Bernard Barker testified in the Watergate hearings to the involvement of the CIA methods includes the jailing of 18 Trotskyists in 1940 l‘ur allcscﬂ sedition, the Weather-people, the
in using the gusanos, in various spheres of repressive activity, as an extra-legal armed gangster force. It Black Panthers, the Chicago Conspiracy frame-ups, the Angela Davis case, the Berrigan Brothers ar
was gusanos who were hired by Nixon’s campaign committee to assault Daniel Ellsberg at an antiwar most recently the attempt to frame-up Daniel Ellsberg (who was responsible for the disclosure of
demonstration in Washington in 1972. Lund outlines other Government financed terrorist attacks by Pentagon Papers) to name but a few, as well as collusion between government agents and groups lik
the gusanos e.g. the US government’s involvement in the notorious Bay of Pigs affair., the Ku Klux Klan. ‘
But the gusanos are only a part of the White House efforts to destroy political opponents. In the THE TRUE FACE OF CAPITALISM
chapter “The Attempt to Silence the Antiwar Movement™ the authors relate how Nixon and his con- This book, then. shows the type of political scum the capitalists use to carry out their polic COME RAIN HAIL by Ho
federates, by hook and by crook, attempted to smash this movement which reflected the views of the and is an excellent account of, as Lund put it, their “murderous methods” to [\r.\b up their societ 2nd ec
vast majority of Americans who were firmly opposed to the Vietnam war. Some of the crimes com- which is coming to be seen by more and more Americans as an un-necessary evil based upon the pd e ;
mitted against the antiwar movement by the government included the use of paid agents provocateur. ploitation of the many by the few, with the few going to any lengths to maintain this exploitation: (Both publications reviewe
to encourage violence at antiwar demonstrations, undercover political activities against antiwar spokes- oppression of the vast majority of American people, It also includes an appendix based on a speec! reviewed last year Ed.
people and leaders, the use of “vigilante squads™ by the White House and Justice Department to con- Linda Jenness called “Socialism and Democracy”. There is an account of Jersey high school studer 2 g
duct illegal wiretapping, infiltrate organisations for purposes of provocation and political sabotage. Lori Paton’s $60,000 suit against the FBI who investigated her for merely writing to the Young S «l pikied “p et
There are many examples of government use of spies and informers such as Boyd F. Douglas in the list Alliance as part of a Social Studies project, accounts of the infamous “Enemies List”, other g ago. Since then it had been
Harrisburg frame up of a group of Roman Catholic priests and nuns. (including Father Phillip Berrigan—Ed) mental plans to violate the constitutional rights of citizens and the attempts to intimidate Black a most happy to receive a co
AGENTS PROVOCATEUR Chicano leaders, including possible government complicity in the assassinations of Martin Luther K most Impp\’ because even a
As Peter Seidman points out: “The use of federal agents to spy on radical organizations is fre- and Malcolm X. This book is a must for people of varying political viewpoints who still support ci many of (]ic poems in the
quently tied in with their use of provocateurs. Often the person in a radical or antiwar organization rights and/or are interested in seeing just how capitalist society functions in the sphere of repressio Tli\\:ll'n'c‘s work 'HA a poetn
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Hone Tuwhare

DELIVERUS......

They speak in tight
esoteric voices:

CHILD COMING HOME IN THE RAIN FROM THE
STORE — Hone Tuwhare

When I see you pause

make talk dawdle-walk

on the back road to your house
your house overlooking

the timber mill and timber yard
I know you stop only to talk
not to the cruel metalled road
but to a stone a solitary stone
sharp-edged with flat shiny

( . } : faces Monkey-wise

a mental finger game
wholly absorbing

but which tends to reduce
a mountain

to a dung-hill

a special monkey-language
superbly designed to
conceal

the very secret very
complex technological
know-how
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Through your mind’s eve know
the feel of washed leaves

made green again: tall rain-shafts
drifting: wind-wincing

a water-filled pot-hole

Meantime

the dull ex-communicants
go on cracking

the tougher nuts merely
by bashing them with
bigger rocks

And I child-delighting share
your long walk your talk

to things and for things, along
the bent road to your house
where impatiently

others wait for the damp bread
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2nd edition 1973, 24 pages, $1.00

(Both publications reviewed here arrived too late to be
reviewed last year — Fd.

I picked up a copy of this book about three years
ago.'Since then it had been “borrowed™ and so I was
most happy to receive a copy from Caveman Press. I was
most happy because even after three years I still like
many of the poems in the collection. 1 first encountered
Tuwhare’s work at a poetry reading in Auckland in con-
nection with the anti-war movement which was still in its
infancy. He was reading from “No Ordinary Sun” which
to my mind contains the best he has written. (Incidental-
ly, there is an LP out of the same name featuring Tu-
whare reading — good stuff.)

And now! (following the usual anecdotal introduc-
tion) time for the scalpels . . .

But no. I don’t think I want much to add to the
screeds that have already been written on Tuwhare ex-
cept to say that I admire the way he sometimes manages
to combine the personal statement with the social/politi-

as is Murray Edmond’s article. Unfortunately, you proba-

bly won’t be able to pick up a copy of this mag as it
;Hﬁu‘ured in November *73. But if Trevor and Graeme
Reeves and Peter Olds keep up the good work it may be
worth investing a dollar in the next issue.
"Til next week, then, bear in mind that

‘... the aesthetic dimension can serve as a sort of
gauge for a free society. A universe of human relation-
Qllips no longer mediated by the market, no longer
based on competitive exploitation or terror, demands a
sensitivity freed from the repressive satisfactions of the
unfree societies; a sensitivity receptive to forms and
modes of reality which thus far have only been projected
only by the aesthetic imagination.” Marcuse from “An
Essay on Liberation™.

Mike Donaldson.

go where the food’s

with the support of thr
Quten Elixabeth [ Arts Coanell

uQ\,\Esnm\xs OFr
LoyawuTty

LATE. Qricw | 10*30p
on MaARcH @4,

CLoses o MARCH Sith
N L. PLAY SEASON

DRUNK — Hone Tuwhare

When they hustled him out
at closing time he had
forty cents clutched in
his hands for another drink.

WO A cal. Sadly (or perhaps fortunately) this is a feature of his beautifully prepared
plete prohibition and tot work overlooked by razor-penned reviewers. But I figure and sensibly priced Rain stabbed the street
 step towards this and fo that if you’re considering buying the book then the best :

Iperpower rivalries, SPANY
ve for the establishment 0§
Ir Reid.

' the end of all foreign mi§
nuclear weapons in the Péj

thing for you is to read some of his verse. It doesn’t need
my ramblings to back it up. And so Deo (or more ac-
curately, Horton) volente, three of the poems from the
book that I liked best should be printed

One final thought on the book. Hotere’s cover is a
mind-blast. As Tuwhare writes in the final stanza of the

with long slivers of light
He picked his way

gingerly treading the golden

non-existent stairs
to the fried-fish shop
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Whirling pin-points

of coloured lights confused
him: and when people appeared
to converge on him he swerved
to avoid them and collided

with a post

poem entitled “Hotere”
' But when you score a superb orange
ITLY = circle on a purple thought-base
[ shake my head and say: hell, what
is this thing, called love
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& =3 By the way, Caveman Press also sent another book, and ales, to all students faces picked himself up

aliterary review entitled “Cave” the fourth issue of that who care to show us their and promptly emptied his guts
O e periodical. I don’t intend to comment at length on the I.D. card on the footpath fervently calling

mag, but if you’re into that “literary thing” (contem-
Plating tinkering with the remoter aspects of the super-
Structure with aesthetically pleasing spanners) or would
like to be into it, then “Cave” seems about the best

for his bleeding mate Christ
who was nowhere to be seen

@ Later wearing a stiff mask
a | going. It is at least striving to break out of the N.Z. made of indifference )
Iscoun tin of incestuous sardines which constitutes the “literary mlﬂ 0 he pissed himself in the bus ‘f
scene”, 1
“ 55 sy L o At work the nex i
In fact “Cave” calls itself, with some justification, e

he moved with effort in the hollow
silence of a self-built tomb:
unaware of the trapped mortal
crouching there.

restaurant

Fllc contributors in this issue live overseas. Melling’s
Introduction to Charles Bukowski (the last of the Beats)
and the inclusion of five of his poems are sufficient
reason for purchasing the magazine. Allan Wells’ concrete
Poems are good value (even though leftists may tell us
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'BY THE INTERNATION

~ COUMMUN

It's nearly twelve months since the Harewood/Weedons de
demo of March 25, 1973. Things have moved on since then —
the police celebrated New Year by using teargas on unarmed
civilians for the first time ever (see our report on the bikie case).

But it's important to bear in mind just what precedents
for State repression that were established at Harewood/Weedons.
The story is graphically told by the photos, most of which were
taken by Bud Chapman.

(1) The massive number of policeman (and policewomen —
see on right— ) present. The police outnumbered demonstrators
and like the demonstrators came from all over the country —
some by Bristol Freighters. Note the paramilitary features ap-
parent in the photo.

(2) The use of roadblocks to block off the whole area around
Harewood Airport, with the express permission of the Labour
City Council. The RNZAF helicopter was one of several used to
transport police and to harass the demonstrators. Helicopters
had been used at the 1971 Woodbourne demo, but not on this
scale or in this fashion.

(3) The use of videotape recorders for identification pur-
poses. The recorders were bought especially for the Springbok
tour. The cop using the recorder is the same one who used

it during the recent bikie case

(4) The man in civilian clothes is Chief Superintendent Gideon
Tait, head of the Christchurch police district. He is talking to
Services personnel at Weedons. This demo showed the close
collusion between police and the military.

(5) Police and Services personnel camped out all weekend at
Weedons. The Police had control over Harewood Airport and its
surrounds all weekend as well.

(6) This gives you some idea of the number of RNZAF men
guarding the US transmitting gear at Weedons. Note the barbed
wire put'up around the transmitter stays.

(7) New police “crowd control’’ methods — a euphemism for
systematic violence, Note the folded arms — they advanced,
chanting, pushing, punching, kicking.

(8) The large police vehicle in the background is the mobile
arrest centre — those arrested were photographed and finger-
printed in this vehicle, immediately after arrest. This was anot-
her innovation under powers granted the police in one of
National's last acts.

Other innovations: the 14 people arrested at Weedons
on the Saturday night were charged with unlawful assembly, a
law dating back to the 1880s. The law was amended last year
and the Weedons' convictions set the precedent for the present
rash of unlawful assembly cases all over the country (see our re-
port on the bikie case).

Owen Wilkes, the main speaker at the demo was charged
with “‘encouraging disorder’’, and convicted. The policy of
bringing inciting or encouraging charges against demo speakers
was first used in the South Island at the 1972 Mt John demo.
It recently took on a new dimension with the charge against
Marty Braithwaite (see our report in this issue).

The widespread use of harassment of drivers, sabotage
and spies throudghout the weekend,

In an interview with ““Canta’” Tait boasted of "‘having
had the whole organisation thoroughly infiltrated and pene-
trated”’,

Harewood/Weedons marked a new stage in State repres-
sion. |t happened here.
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