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To "bcom student" 
Your letter this week questions the value of the 
Bachelor of Arts degree, suggesting that it is an 
inherently useless qualification. The B.A. gradu­
ate plays a far more important role in humanity 
than you seem to realise. The critique of society, 
power structures and the actions of others 
through journalism, art and literature is what 
defines a people. If you don't know what my last 
sentence means, (which - given your apparently 
tenuous grasp on the written language - would 
not surprise me) I suggest you read a newspa­
per, watch some television, read a book or go 
see a film. Then think about the fact that without 
the B.A. none of these would exist. Managing a 
company might earn you a fat pay cheque, but 
to suggest that this is of benefit to society as a 
whole is a shaky claim at best. Another obvious 
advantage of the B.A. is the way it teaches a 
student to write and express themselves clearly. 
It is plain for all to see that these are skills you 
lack. I could have composed a whole letter on 
your misuse of apostrophes. The ignorance of 
your poorly constructed argument speaks for 
itself. 
Bullshit Artiste 

Dear Canta, This is addressed to 'bcom student.' 
I agree with you : a BA in philosophy is an utterly 
redundant degree. However, bP.cause of your ter­
minally stupid comment (and I quote, with bad 
grammar included) ... "ba 's are a fun degree to 
get but completely useless!" I will now proceed 
to tear you a new arsehole. Apart from your 
primary-school level grammar, you strike me 
as someone certain that your BCom alone will 
provide for you . Here's a reality check for you, 
my arrogant, cretinous little friend: if you wish to 
be a 'company man' for the rest of your life, with 
all the suicide-inducing tedium and moments of 
terror associated with it - then be my guest. I'll 
send you a postcard from the Cayman Islands. 
Now be a good little primate and eat a fucking 
banana. 
The Red Fox. 

Dear bcom student, I whole-heartedly agree 
with your theory on cutting the government 
subsidisation of B.A's. In fact, I think that even 
more money could be saved by cutting back on 
other pointless amenities, such as public librar­
ies, parks and museums. New Zealand would 
be a much better place if we all learned to think, 
speak, read and write to the same degree of 
mediocrity. As long as economics continues who 
cares about culture? I have the utmost respect 
for what you do, but the truth is that there is 
equal importance in all aspects of life. As for 
your comment on primary school teachers, a 
B.A. increases ones chances of getting a job, and 
gives the opportunity to move on to secondary 
teaching or to get out of teaching all together. 
If you're gaining a B.Com purely for your own 
enjoyment and making money is not a factor 
I'm afraid you've just severely contradicted 
yourself. I pity any children who come in to your 
obviously very grey world ... and I hope one day 
I teach them. 
B.A. Student 

Slow doors 
To i love jim ockey and the other guy who wrote 
in last week. 
May he feel free to correct me if Im wrong, but 
do believe that the guy who wrote in about the 
slow doors was actually expressing his annoy­
ance at those students/inconsiderate bastards 
who turn up late, disrupting lectures. Apart 

from that, a big thanks to all those people who 
take the time to write and send letters, its really 
interesting seeing everyones different thoughts, 
however crazy they may be!!! 
another pete martin fan! 

An Ex-Bouncer writes 
Dear Michele & Foundry Patron of 16July Canta, 
You are blaming the bouncers for enforcing the 
liquor laws and the responsible host require­
ments of bars today. Intoxication is illegal in 
NZ bars & so a paradox in NZs binge drinking 
culture. Get over it. You can 't get pissed in the 
bar you go to to get pissed in . So change your 
reason for going. Try dancing or scoring, both 
are better sober with less likelihood of accidents. 
Have fun for fucks sake, but if you don't look 
after your mates the bouncers will. The removal 
of intoxicated patrons is the law so it isn't about 
the damage they might do if they stay, they just 
can't stay. And shit Pete's had enough on his 
plate, surely you can see the conflict between 
your rep and the head of this org being the 
same person is a conflict. A wee hint - being 
argumentative is a sign of intoxication - Shut the 
fuck up. 
Cheers X-Bouncer 

Peter Martin's Resignation 
Whilst we are all sad to see a person like Pete 
go, there are times that a person has to fall on 
their sword and take responsibility for decisions 
that they have made. To 'The founder of I hate 
Mike soc', come up and see me some time or 
drop me an email at mjs186@ .. . and we can 
make a time to have a chat about the issues 
that you have with the decision made by the 
members of the UCSA Executive and why this 
troubles you so deeply. I am in the Executive 
Workroom on Mondays and Thursdays from 11: 
30am - 12:30pm. The same goes for anyone else 
who wishes to discuss this issue. I am able to 
discuss this with you from a neutral position as 
I was in England at the time this happened, and 
have since heard both sides of the story. 
Mike Sumpter, UCSA Ececutive, mjs186@studen 
t.canterbury.ac.nz 

Elvis (or Pete?) has left the building 
Dear Canta, This is addressed to no-one in par­
ticular: Elvis has left the building. The issue now 
is: who will replace Pete Martin? I understand 
there is an decent amount of feeling in regards 
to the possibility of Mike Haywood running for 
UCSA President. Considering the current climate 
of open hostility towards Mr. Haywood, it would 
perhaps be unwise for Mr. Haywood to seek 
nomination, given that a sizeable section of the 
student body believe him to be a right prick. 
The Red Fox. 

To The Red Fox C/- Canta, 
I'm glad to hear that you have come to the 
conclusion that religion and politics should 
not mix. The idea is an American invention of 
the 18th Century that has been widely debated 
ever since. The preacher was inconsiderate of 
students such as you; he probably has little ex­
perience sharing his work and views with people 
outside his religious structure. It happens. Get 
over it. Engineering students will always mock 
B.A. students because B.A. students, who live in 
a world of abstract ideas and are still learning 
how to express their views, make up the largest 
percentage of the whiners who write to Canta 
and complain about having to share their world 
with other people. You'll never succeed at put­
ting twats in their place if you come off sounding 
like an intolerant little dweeb with a name like 
The Red Fox. And what makes you think my 
name is Edward? 
Eddie Caudel 

Take the blame, Pete 
Why is Pete Martin being consoled? He made a 
mistake, in wh ich he signed a legal document on 
his own authority, which he had taken without 
consulting the UCSA. There was a binding 
referendum in place in which the Student body 
said what they wanted and Martin went against 
that. If anything his resignation should not have 
been accepted, and he should have been made 
to atone for his incompetent blunder. So stop 
consoling someone who deserves blame, not 
consolation. 
Annoyed 3rd Year 

What do Eng students learn anyway? 
After seeing the EnsocBall sign flapping around 
in the wind, I am wondering if an engineering 
degree from this university teaces one anything) 
Jim 

Butter and shit stirring 
Hey all , I'm a big fan of butter (bite my arse hea 
foundation), but being a poor-arse student I cant 
afford a fridge with a working butter conditioner 
(how come all the old ones shit themselves? 
Fucken engineers, sort your shit out). Hence if I 
want to spread some butter on my toast I have 
to soften it in the microwave. But that doesn't 
work either, half melts and half stays hard ! How 
come a lump of butter doesn't soften evenly in 
the microwave? Physicists, any idea? PS all the 
rest of you letter-writers are cocksmokers !that 
oughta stir some shit eh?) 
Security Sam 

Dear t.w.a.t (tosser without a title/name) 
you're just getting a little too riled about my 
letter. I do have a sense of national pride, that's 
why I would like the current flag retained. And 
I'm sorry if you took it literally, but I was using 
the haka as an example of the double stan­
dards of the p.c. brigade. If you can remem ber, 
a few years back there was the "Virgin in a 
Condom", if she had been maori there would 
have been outrage, but there wasn't, cos it was 
the Christians.You say the haka is a national 
symbol, yet you then undermine your argument 
by using the NZRFU - who only use the haka 
for monetary reasons. And other teams using 
it? Ever heard of branding? Face up to it that the 
haka in sport is just an advertising tool to make 
money by playing on loyalty. Nor am I a racist. 
The Maori aren't a race - as any sociologist 
(ie. Labour's fifth column) will tell you, there is 
no such thing as race. So don't just use the r 
word to discredit me.You can have your sh itty 
idealised heritage, so naff off and let the rest of 
us have ours 
Sir Andrew (or in your world, Andrew of the NZ 
Order Of The Golden Cabbage Tree) 

What was with that article? 
what was with that articl13 in canta about the 
people born w ith downs syndrome? maybe next 
the so-called research can be about the down· 
falls of people with spinal injuries and how they 
should take it one step at a time. probably the 
most insensitive piece of writing i've ever read. 
and worst of all canta missed the big picture: 
what are those retards doing out of their cages? 
Jon 

Lay Off The Bouncers!! 
The bouncers at the foundry are awesome 
(except for Daz who is a bit mean sometimes) An 
you fuckwits that are complaining about them 
have 2 options: learn to handle your piss or staY 
the fuck away. They only kick you out if you 
deserve it so shape up or ship out. Speaking of 
the foundry lets not forget the foundry bar staff 
who are also rock!! (hey Kathryn, Kim and Fi;)) 
Keep it up you guys are doing a great job. On a 

ompletely different topic Nick and 
ames Jiao & co shut the fuck up and stop 
asting canta space with your pathetic bicker­
g I couldnt care less about who is more 
minant, sort your shit out outside canta so 

ecan all read something a bit more interest-

g! 
odfather 

riscilla, Queen of the Foundry 
a frequent member of the foundry over 

e last four years I've found nothing tops off 
good night at the pub like a bit of biffo out-
ont afterwards. I'm by no means justifying a 
ood old scrap, but when you see the stereo­
pical poorly endowed College House rugby­
ead pushing girls around outside you find the 
ertect excuse (among others) to crack him 
ne. Which as it turned out was exactly what 
y mate did last Friday night. Don't get me 
rang here, I knew I was probably going to get 
decent hiding by stepping in but I didn't by 
ny means foresee a gorilla-sized sparkling a r­
ay of sterling silver putting me in a head lock 

n afterwards. As much as I appreciated the 
op job of bailing me out before any serious 
juries occurred, getting my ear cut open by 
me bouncers bangle was far from expected 

and left me nothing short of intrigued. Now 
m by no means complaining about my injury, 
ell I deserved it but come on bouncer boys 
ave mummy's jewelry box alone. 
att 

Dear Coffee Drinker 
want to say a huge thank you for your 

support. I really enjoyed my time at Brasilia 
ate. I met so many people and gained a lot 
!experience. Unfortunately, due to upper 
anagement I resigned. Which matters are 

still not resolved. It now only makes me more 
determined in owning my own cafe. So once 
again a huge thank you to you Shirley and to 
he Brasilia team , and of course the faithful I 
egulars. 

Ex Brasilia manager Rosie. 

Uninformed Criticism 
For better or worse, Pete is gone. He may have 
been a "hell of a guy", but he also wasted our 
money on something that we voted we did 
otwant. Now there are attempts to forgive 

~im because everyone 'screws up'. What the 
ell is that? "Oops I wasted 23 grand but hey, 

lllY bad"? Screwing up would just be raving 
ike a loon in Canta, not spending 23 grand 
njust whatever he wanted. Just how much 
ill its not just a screw-up? As for the bizarre 

attacks on the exec, Jane, and Mike, watch 
that mud-slinging go. Only a nut would think 
Jane would want a full-time job when she was 
already a full-time post-grad and employed 
pan-time. The exec acted to being the issue to 
students! Last election Pete used just as many 
posters as Mike, and his were yellow too - so 
bviously some selective memories are at 

work\ Every year multiple people run for single 
ositions and often many still end up working 

Well together. This anti-Mike campaign is 
etty and pathetic, but find out the facts when 

scandal and uninformed insinuation are much 
fliOre fun eh? 
Contemptuously, The Amethyst Dragon 

Bitches and rants 
1 have to say that I love reading all the little 
bitchs & rants that appear in the letters column 
of this mag courtesy of self-righteous bigots, 
the more ignorant the better. They are the 

Ost consistently entertaining feature of 
th1s mag, and I suggest the page heading be 
hanged to 'Bitch & Rant'. I especially like the 

short punchy ones I can read in the time it takes 
one of my grey haired lectures to forget what 
they're taking about, scratch there head and 
then try to pretend it was dramatic effect. But 
really this place is fucken square and you're all a 
bunch of knobs. 
Amused. 

Hey Cornie Man - I never said your DAD 
was the retard. 
Mr. Cornie Man, I would like to thank you for 
your concerns about my health. I assure you that 
my doctor has my blood pressure under control. 
As to your comments about politics coming and 
going, can't you see that politics is a permanent 
part of every person's life? It is interwoven into 
almost everything we do. For example our poli­
ticians have granted us the right to publish our 
opinions in this fine magazine. Political polic ies 
(a .k.a. the law) are present in our universities, 
workplaces, and even in our homes. Whether 
you obey the limits that are set for you, you 
will, and no doubt already do, feel the influ-
ence of politics in your life, even if you won't 
admit it. My point is that the people who have 
so much control of us had it better at our age, 
they wouldn 't have stood for this, but you are 
saying that we should. The less fortunate might 
be better off if they stood up for their rights too!! 
(Granted this is not always possible). Continue 
on my passive friend. 
Stacey. 

Clean student, just one question: 
how do people with dirty hands turn on taps? 
doesnt that sort of negate washing them in the 
first place? long live disgusting student i say. 
papa nurgle, lord of decay 

NEW CLUB 
A new anime club is looking for members. We 
plan on holding free screenings, open to the 
public, and having nibbles and prize draws 
afterwards. If you are interested, please email 
me at itr13@student.canterbury.ac.nz - Thanks 
for looking. 

UC CAREERS 
Career Development & Employer Liaison Centre 
ARE YOU A FINAL VEAR STUDENT looking for 
graduate employment in 2005, or a penultimate 
year student looking for summer internships/ 
work experience? Our 2004 Graduate Recruit­
ment Programme can provide you with these 
opportunities, so register now on Canterbury Ca­
reerHub www.canterbury.ac.nz/student/cateers 
and regularly check Jobs and Events/Employer 
f.nformation Sessions. 

For help with CVs, Interviews and Job Search 
Strategies, read our free "Guide to Job-hunting" 
booklet and check Seminar dates on CareerHub 
Events. Also, check your student email regularly 
tor recruitment messages sent to course groups 
by UC Careers. 

2004 GRADUATE RECRUITMENT 
PROGRAMME 
Target: Finat year students (also Summer 
Internships for pre-final year student$) 

Employer Information Sessions: 
11/8 Orion Systems Ltd (COSC, Info Systems); 
11/8 Gaulter Russell (Marketing). 

Classifieds in Canta are free to students. 
Deadline is midday Friday. Please keep 

them as brief as possible. Send classifieds 
ta: cartta@ucsa.canterbucy.ac.nz. 

Application closing dates: 
(Full details on CareerHub Jobs) 
5/8 Essa Mobil Australia (Engr); 6/8 Fonterra 
{Engr, Science, Comm); 6/8 Telstra Clear (all); 
6/8 Slade Group (Fire Engr); 7/8 Fisher & Paykel 
Healthcare; 16/8 BRANZ {Civil Engrs); 20/8 New 
Zealand Refining Company (Chem & Elect Engr, 
Physics); 22/8 Winstone Aggregates (Internships 
for 2nd Pro Civil & Mech Engr, Geology); 

GOT THE MID-YEAR WOBBLIES? 
LOOKING FOR SOME DIRECTION WITH YOUR 
STUDIES? 
NEED YOUR CV CHECKED? 
Whatever your year of study, you can come and 
talk to a Career Counsellor 
No need for an appointment, our drop-in ses­
sions are: Mon, Tues, Thurs: 2pm-Spm; Wed & 
Fri: 9am-12 noon. 
Come up and see us - collect a free "Guide to 
Job-hunting" plus employer brochures and ap­
plication forms. 
UC CAREERS, Level 7, Central Library Ph: 364 
2591 

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW WITH SJS 

Electrical Engineer - NELSON JOB 
To build functioning hydro-power generating 
system with unlimited water supply. For remote 
property/solar panel system. For more informa­
tion log onto emps website today. Job will be 
located in NELSON, transport, accomodation & 
food will be provided. ASAP start. CV &/or REFs 
would be an helpful. Only apply if you have 
relevant skills. (Job Ref 257870) 

Porter - F/time or P/time 
You must have excellent attention to detail & 
time mgmt skills, enjoy pf1Ysical work & be flex­
ible to work a variety of shifts. Full drivers' 
licence pref. Tasks incl greeting guests, assisting 
them with luggage etc, Stief CV + refs to apply. 
P/time hrs: appro){ 3 shifts p/w (25 hrs roughly). 
LOC: City (Job Ref 257623) 

Call Centre Work IFGI 
Insurance co. seeking cust. service stars to join a 
call centre team. 
Primarily resp 4 ph based quotes, superior 
delivery of product info & resolving queries for 
existing & new cust. A variety of shifts,rostered 
system, ask SJS staff. LONG TERM COM­
MITMENT I.e. 2 yrs or so,suit 1st/2nd yr s,tds. 
CENTRAL CITY LOCATION. Pay is approx $;15 
per hour. (Job Ref 253289) 



The popular and critically acGlaimed ("I l(ke your stuff". says The Dab­
bler, "Condescending" says Andrew Freidman) column, ihe Bachelor of 
Attendance, will start to expand its scope. Thanks to the expanded word 

count handed down to her humble galley slaves by Her Luminescence, 
Lady High Everything Else Amelia, Editress in Chief, the Bachelor will 

now cover two topics per column. Or write more of those rambling pieces 
of short fiction everyone adores. Or pull pieces of paper out of a hat for a 

good thousand words. Dada! 

The Bachelor has never been fond of decorating shows. This is because 
they are directed to the kind of person who has a lot of free time and 

money to throw on renovations. The kind of person who has a lot of free 
time and money to throw on renovations do not tend to be nice people, 
which is why society corrals them into separate ghettos with names like 

'Merivale' and 'Fendalton' and leaves therl) to eat each other in an orgy of 
drivP.-by shootings and genteel Tupperware parties. 

11 politics is a dirty business - an insanely 
childish occupation, by all appearances, 

which is pursued only by egomaniacs and 
sociopaths'' 

James. BSC (Biology). 1st Year. 
1. " ... Who the fuck is Pete Martin?" 

. 2. Kevin Spacey's one liners, Marlon Brando's "I don't give a fuck" 
attitude, Darren McDonald's ability to leap buildings in a single bound. 

3. Papa Smurf - doesn't sell shit food. 
4. Music and b nds. 

5. o. 

BA (Psych}. 1st Year. 
. 1. " ... he's too sexy. 

2. Kiefer Sutherland's "where's the bomb?" and his naked 
body and Dean Cain's goatee. 

3. Ronald McDonald - I have an affinity tor c;lowns. 
4, Dragon. 

5. No. 

C (Eng). 1st Vea . 
1. " ... I love it." 

, Beatrice Faumina's a 
murf - Ronny is 

1. " ... noble" /" ... notsui-e" 
2. Fly/ Batman's belt 

3. Papa Smurf - old skoal 
4. Being home/ Primary school 

5. Yes, to a kiwi. 
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Aoraki Polytechnic graduate Kim Thomas, above has won 
the top print student journalist award in the country. Its 
the second time in six years an Aoraki student has won 
the prestigious award. 

Study the National Diploma in Journalism (Print) at our 
Timaru campus. 

For further information call Dale McCord, 

Ph: 0800 426 725 ext 845 

A ~aki. 
Polyt-£ •. 

qualifications that kick :. 
0800 4 AORAKI (0800 426 725 ) , • 

study@aoraki.ac. nz -' 

dale.mccord@aoraki.ac.nz 

The Mainland Games is the South Island 
Tertiary Sports Tounament and is run by 

the UCSA. There are both Competitive and 
Social grades available for anyone to have 

a go. 

How to enter: You can get registration 
froms from uni mart, the mainland games 
stall at the UCSA or download it from the 

website at www.mainlandgames.com. 

What does it cost: its $25 for UCSA 
members and $30 for non-members but 
remember this includes a free concert, 
opening ceremony, prizes and a registration 
pack with heaps of goodies. 

Important dates: 13th August is when 
entries for the Mainland Games close so if 
you are an individual or in a team get 
cracking and register now! 

BASKETBALL HOCKEY MOUNTAIN BIKING ROWING SKIING SNOWBOARDING SOCCER 

For more information visit 

®amaru :fflnil pnnt 

LG 
741 
.C27 
.C229 
an 

w 
Al 
PLUS ... 
The prob 
Free foo< 
W1NAN 


