





















































Bridges From
Blllll Ends

NI CEx BErendon os

Racism is one thing that isn't better than a kick
in the balls. | was gonna let this subject slide be-
cause | figured we've heard it all a bit too much
in the last year. But | felt the urge to write some-
thing after watching a Doco NZ episode a few
Mondays back about racism against Chinese.
I'm Kiwi by nationality, Chinese by ethnicity. |

i was born and raised in NZ, but having a crispy
yellow coating means | have seen my share

of racism. The correspondence through Canta
regarding the racism topic has been brought to
you by the racist people, the anti-racists, and
the victims. | have somewhat been caught in the
crossfire, so here are a few things | got to say.

WHERE’'S THE RACISM AT?

Does racism exist? Hell yeah. Christchurch city
is pretty bad, especially on Colombo and by the
Bus Exchange as Tony Clifton discovered (Canta,
September 8), but what about at uni? Yes, it
also exists on our campus. Fortunately | haven't
been on the receiving end of much, but I'm sure
international students could enlighten us about
this. | figure educated people are often more
open-minded and accepting of views and diver-
sity — after all, aside from smkmg piss, we're all
here to learn.

Racism is similar to prejudice against the
overweight, homosexuals, and gingas to a
lesser degree. So how does it feel to have a

racist comment thrown at you? Well, there isn’t
a feeling quite like it; you can't actually begin to
understand what it feels like unless you've been
on the receiving end. Honestly, | would say it's
comparable to how you'd feel if you had a close
friend or family member pass away, and then
some stranger makes an insensitive comment to
you about how they're better off dead anyway.
Think about how you’d feel; furious, and help-
less knowing that there is no way of changing
past events (or who you are).

BEING A BANANA - YELLOW ON THE OUTSIDE,
WHITE ON THE INSIDE

As a kid, | often wondered what | had done to
deserve being picked on. | will always remember
a particular childhood incident; some punks

had written “Fuck off home gooks” on a wall
back home. | was too young to understand what
it meant, and my dad had to explain it to me.
Quite often I'd play down or try to disown my
own culture even - how sad is that? | used to
feel sorry for myself, but not anymore. Now, |
couldnt be more proud of my background. I'm
fucken stoked of my roots. I've come from an
honest and hardworking line of people who have
worked for every penny they've got. My great-
great-grandfather mined for gold down south
back in the day. This also makes it quite ironic
how most of my pakeha mates’ families haven't
been in the country for that long, yet I'm the one
here who is told to go home.

It took a while to realise there was nothing
wrong with me, the problem lies with the losers
who dish out the abuse. Racist people are gener-
ally low-lifes with huge personal insecurities.
Think about it; no truly happy or secure person
would need to ridicule others in order to make
themselves feel big.

| often forget I'm Chinese and | thank my friends
for that. I'm really thankful they just see me as
me, and not as a Chinese dude who happens to
speak English. It's a massive reality check when |
do get a racist comment.

BEING A KIWI

When | told my flatmates the other night that

| too have been a victim of racial abuse, they
couldn’t believe it; “You're as Kiwi as you get!”,
one says. Being New Zealanders, we have a lot
to be proud of. As a small and young nation, we
love being dubbed “Godzone” and love being
noticed for our fantastic achievements. | believe
we also face a huge identity crisis; like a country
going through its teenage years we are quite
young, yet we are incredibly bent on being inde-
pendent. We argue over who owns this land like
little children fighting over a new toy, and we
often forget how the rest of the world actually
envies what we have.

Having spent some time overseas, |'ve noticed
our insecurity and arrogance — we just thought
it was America and the rest of the world. While
overseas, we Kiwis attached ourselves to one
another like crazy glue! You're instantly best
buddies with someone because you come from
the same place. In saying this, it's not so hard to
see why immigrants and international students
here in NZ stick together, especially with the
added stigma, subjected to them by some, of
being unwanted.

Nick (Canta, May) claimed newcomers to this
country must assimilate or get out. Dicholas,
it's people like you who must assimilate; the

world is only going to get more and more like
one nation. There’s no denying it. So to prepare
perhaps you should enrol in one of uni’s fine
language courses.

'

Nick also said, and | quote, “Don’t come over
here and rape OUR country just because you
fucked up YOURS". Firstly, | would like to know
what your roots are, were you one of the first
peoples of this land? How conceited you are to
assume this place is yours. Secondly, most of
the early explorers and immigrants came from
Europe because they have raped their countries
so much that they had to look for new land. Like
a virus, on the acquisition of new territory, they
have persisted to rape and plunder other lands
and cultures. Think about how the Native North
and South Americans, Australian Aborigine, Na-
tive Africans, and Maori have all been demoted
to a lower caste of western society because
they’ve been fucked on by colonialists. It fucks
me off how countries tend to recognise the first
people exist only when it comes to tourism, it's
the greatest hypocrisy.

ANTI-RASICM RALLY

| woke up one Saturday morning in term two
and decided to pop down to the anti-racism
rally in the city. | went down by myself and | felt

pretty uncomfortable, but | met some lovely peo-

ple. | really don‘t know about the effectiveness
of that rally. But | guess the thing it did do (mu
like the correspondence in Canta), was bring this
issue out in the open and make us recognise that
this shit is happening all around us.

The National Front guys were actually quite
well-behaved at the rally. They were herded

away quietly into the corner of the square by the

police. It was incredibly ironic how they were
the minority up against a 2000 strong crowd of
people for cultural diversity.

SOLUTION?
| think many people don't even realise when

they are being prejudice. We have to understand
that people may take strong offense to things we §

say so matter-of-factly. | am guilty of this also.

| have often said, “That's gay!” not meaning

to dis homosexuals at all. I've been caught out
before and it's something I'm working on. It's
sad how our culture finds this kind of behaviour
acceptable. Well, it’s not encouraged, but its not
actively frowned upon is it?

| often think of a magical cure for this problem;
having victims retaliate will only make things
worse, but preaching to the victimisers seldom
gets the message through to their thick skulls...
So what to do? The people who can make a
difference are US. Next time, you see someone
being prejudice, how about just quietly saying,
“Dude, why did you say that? That ain’t cool”.
What | did learn from that rally was that it's time
for us to recognise no one is gaining anything
by being so hateful.

So how about getting to know someone before
you judge them? Take a language course, join

a random club. Take 5 to say hi to a stranger.
That goes for the minorities too, try get amongst
some of the Kiwi culture whether it be main-
stream or alternative. Join Ensoc or UCom, head
down to The Foundry for a brew, go to a gig,
and dance around like an epileptic chimp, or
whatever it is you young punks do. Bridges are
built from both ends.

“Iironic how most of my

pakeha mates’ families haven’t been in the country for
that long, yet I'm the one who is told to go home.”

OFFENSIVE VIEWING

Dear Canta, After reading the glowing review

of Offensive Behaviour in your magazine, a

few mates and | decided to check out another
supposed New Zealand cult film classic in the
making. How wrong we where. Although the re-
view had lead us to believe that this would be a
slapstick gore-feast in the best traditions of Meet
the Feebles, it was, in fact, a poor half-cousin to
the frequent discharges of that movie’s Harry the
Hare. Was it entertaining? No. Was it intellectu-
ally stimulating? The people that walked out

ten minutes into the movie didn’t seem to think
so. Was it funny? It had its moments but these
where more than overshadowed by the dodgy
themes and plot holes so big you could drive a
bus-full of dildo-welding queers through them.
Was it a 14-year-old boy’s wet dream? Only if he
has a penchant for bad acting and necrophilia.
As stated by the review in your magazine, the
New Zealand Film Commission did not want the
public to see this movie. | can see why - it was
crap! What was not crap, however, was the bril-
liant short ‘Kitty’ - a fine salute to Mr Bean and
the multi-tasking kiwi male.

Regards, Straight Talker

BREAKING THE STEREOTYPE

Am | the only one here, who is sick of these
engineering stereotypes. There are no real clear
stereotypes, the supposed beer guzzling gorilla
is stupid, per capita there would be the same
amount of beer guzzling gorillas in any other
department. | personally am a queer engineering
student that will blow the stereotypes. | think it
is time for everyone to find something decent to
write in about instead of shit

Agman

WE'RE ALL VERY CLEVER, AREN'T WE?
To the Cod, Yes the -1 + 1 = 0 business is very
clever. You said this understanding is held by the
“majority of the scientific”? Next time | would
suggest you try some proof reading, | assume
you ment “...scientific community”. Negative
entropy? Now that really sounds like someone
grasping for straws. As far as | can remember
from my basic PHYS 113 lectures negative
entropy doesn'’t exist (have not yet observed it).
That is would be effectively as you said ‘an egg
un-scrambling itself'. It is disappointing when
the scientific community gets unscientific and
twists a law to prove a theory.

an unbrainwashed 1st year

A FINAL WORD FROM SECURITY SAM
Hey Canta, You are the shit for printing all my
bollocks letters! Anyway, after four years I'm
nearly finished at Canterbury, thought I'd thank
some people: Thanks to R&R for giving me a
mean year in the halls, Captain Ben for giving
me a tab after | spent $90 there in one month,
Joden for teaching me to play one-nut, The
Foundry and Super Liquor for selling me piss
when | was 17, Ensoc for getting me drunk
before labs, the hot babe who pashed me at
Cafe Bleu (when | was too drunk to remember
what she looked like), Bin Laden for making life
interesting, Kentucky Gold for making me coma
in the library stairwell, the cops for selling me
so much junk at the police auctions, Metallica
for playing at the Big Day Out, the rest of the
Ravens rugby team - we rule! , and Canta for
printing that awesome cover of George Bush
with an afro (“Pulp Reality”). Shit | better get this
sent. It's 11.57 friday!!

Love From Security Sam

PS Girls I'm still single!! Get in quick while it
lasts]

WANNA START A BAND?
Guitarist looking to start blues/rock band.
Email ssw19@student.canterbury.ac.nz

INTERESTED IN ASIAN COOKING?

I'm fundraising for my touch rugby team, so
this year we are selling cookbooks with Chinese
recipes, which include soups, pork & beef and
heaps of others! They are $10, buy one, call
Andrew 341 5498 or email atg19@student.cante
rbury.ac.nz

University of Canterbury Taekwondo
Academy (UCTKDA)

Our goals to organise Tackwondo at the Univer-
sity Campus are:

1. To develop an appreciation for Taekwondo as
a sport as well as an art.

2. To achieve physical fitness through positive
participation.

3. To improve mental discipline and emotional
equanimity:

4. To learn self-defense skills.

5. To develop a sense of responsibility for one
self and others.

6. To meet new people within an International
Community.

If you would like to achieve physical fitness, self-
defence skills, and to develop mental discipline,
join us now and be trained under supervision
of Master Ramin Zibaseresht 4th. Dan Black
Belt from TaeKwonDo Federation of Iran (WTF).
President: Ramin Zibaseresht, Phone: ext. 4970,
Email: rzi12@student.canterbury.ac.nz
Secretary: Michelle Kemp, Phone (evenings):
3590585, Email: michelle.kemp@xtra.co.nz

ART OF RHYTHM

Don‘t know how to dance? *Have no rhythm on
the floor? Feel like an idiot on Saturday nite

in front of all your mates?! Whatever you're
into...yr groove, yr style, yr day Funky Hip Hop,
Sassy Bollywood Indian, Kinky Latino, Wild
Contemporary, Freestyle Ragga hop. Learn with
a mate or.on yr own. Cost? $30 for 5 classes or
bring a friend and only pay $20 for 5 classes.
Days? Mon-Fri.- So what are you waiting for, it'’s
fun, it's wild, it's crazy — Don’t miss out! Invest
in yrself, to ‘woo’ that potential mate! Call/txt
Maxine 3773668/0210510883 or email: ArtofRhyt
hm2000@yahoo.ca Classes start now!

UC CAREERS )
Career Development & Employer Liaison Centre
FINAL YEAR STUDENTS - UC CAREERS IS
AVAILABLE TO YOU UNTIL THE END OF 2005!
Great if you're thinking of taking a break or
heading overseas before tackling the serious
business of job-hunting. If you are registered
on CareerHub, you can log on at any time from
anywhere to keep up with the new jobs being
added and even patrticipate in the 2005 Graduate
Recruitment Programme. Canterbury CareerHub
www.canterbury.ac.nz/student/careers

For help with CVs, Interviews and Job Search
Strategies, read our free “Guide to Job-hunting”
booklet and check Seminar dates on CareerHub
Events - these continue during the holidays.

Classifieds in Canta

are free to students.
Deadline is midday.
Friday. Please keep them
as brief as possible, Send
classifieds to: canta@ucs
a.canterbury.ac.nz.

2004 GRADUATE RECRUITMENT
PROGRAMME

Target: Final year students (also Summer
Internships for pre-final year students)
Application closing dates:

(Full details on CareerHub Jobs)

15/10 Shell (Mgmt, Marketing); Bycroft Pethenck
(Civil Engr— Grad and Summer positions);
Comtec (Mech Engr); Nestle ((1) Marketing (2)
Sales-any degree); Sinclair Knight Merz (Civil
Engr); NIWA (Engr); Triangle Fire (Mech, Fire
Engr); 15/10 Walker Davey (AFIS); 18/10 Palmer-
ston North City Council; 20/10 City Design (Civil
Engr); 21/10 SPM Consultants (Engineering);
22/10 Chubb (Mech Engr); 23/10 Alpha Recruit-
ment (Human Resources/Commerce); 25/10 NZ
Steel (Engr, Science); 27/10 Industrial Research;
28/10 Creation Signs (Signwriting Apprentice

— Any degree); 29/10 Process Developments Ltd
(Chem, Mech Engr); 30/10 Marriotts (AFIS); 31/10
Rydges Hotels & Resorts (Any degree).

ABOUT TO FINISH YOUR DEGREE AND
WONDERING “WHAT NEXT”? OR, A
CONTINUING STUDENT BUT UNSURE OF
YOUR STUDY/CAREER OPTIONS?
Whatever your year of study, you can come and
talk to a Career Counsellor. No need for an ap-
pointment;, our drop-in sessions are:

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 2pm-5pm; Wed & Fr|
9am-12 noon.

We remain open throughout the summer break
except during Christmas/New Year.

Qur Best Wishes to you all for your upcoming
exams, your future studies and careers.

UC CAREERS, Level 7, Central Library

Ph: 364 2591

SCOOTER FOR SALE

Want no parking hassles and cheap transport??
Suzuki Scooter for sale - 1 owner, 3 years old,
good condition, very reliable, goes REALLY fast!
$1500 (includes helmet and gloves)

email mak64@student... or call 021 186 0410

NEW UC MIODELS WANTED

The University of Canterbury would like to con-
tinue to use UC students in its advertising work.
On Wednesday 13 October, 4-6pm in S1 there is
a general call for any student interested in being
considered as a model. Payments will be made
to students whose images are selected for ad-
vertising or promotional use. We are looking for
students of all ages and from all cultural groups.
Please come along!

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Is your drinking a problem? Alcoholics anony-
mous meets on campus, weekly, all year round.
Phone Tony 377 3558 or 021-491 155
or Liana 323 9961 for further info.
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1. What's the best thing that happened to you this year?

2. What were the best and worst things in Canta this year?

3. In three words, your advice for the best summer ever:

4. This is your last chance this year to make a public confession.
What do you want to confess?

BA. 3rd Year

1. Buying a plane ticket to South America

2. Best: Issue 24 cover

Worst: abusive letters — quite childish

3. Get out now

4, Really sorry to 28-year-old Ryan for doing the bolt after he bought me a
drink in town

; BA. 1st Year

1. | passed prep and became a real student

2. Best: Fishing for Orphans cartoons

Worst: When they don’t have Fishing for Orphans in the Canta

3. Wear a...jacket

4. | drank beer that had spilled on a table, soaked in a dirty sponge and
squeezed back into a glass at the Foundry

BSC footy. 4th Year

1. Beth, you are my everything

2. Best: JAAAAADE

Worst: JAAAAADE

3. Love you Kirst

4. | kissed Shelley, but I'll do my damndest to keep this marriage alive

BSC. 1st Year

1. My hair

2. Best: Cameron Putt’s article. It was hilarious.
Worst: The arguments over his articles

3. Drink, party, O'kains Bay

4. | wish | had something witty

| BA. 1st Year

1. Nothing good happened. My life is a failure

2. Best: Realising my dreams

Worst: Having those dreams crushed by an iron fist from above
3. Drink and drive

4. Grinding Your Teeth. Dream On Sister!

BSC. 3rd Year

1. Metallica, Big Day Out

2. No idea, never read it

3. Go surfin Indonesia (live a month for about $1,000)
4. Nothing springs to mind

The parental
income limits have
increased, so you
now be eligible for a

Student Allowance.

If your parents’ combined income before
tax is less than $62,148" per year you may
be eligible for a Student Allowance.

For more information visit www.studylink.govt.nz
or call us on 0800 88 99 00.

‘ STUDYLINK
Hoto Akoranga
A service of the Ministry of Social Devefopment

Applications can be sent without evidence of your parents” income.

*The parental income threshold of $62,148 per year is based on a student under 25 years
of age who is living away from home.
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AT YOUR PHARMACY ON CAMPUS

With All Student ID Cards (Conditions Apply)

You save money when you shop with us!

PREPARING FOR EXAMS!

Ginkgo Biloba can help improve
mental alertness & cognitive function.
W& = Ask us how it can help you. We also
; have stress relievers including
Biloh | St John’s Wort, Rescue Remedy and
Executive Stress Formula.

R g AR g o ok
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Earplugs and batteries also available.

I For more mférmuﬂen Lesl
University Pharmacycm,.,m, W 1 o o ,,;;”,,h 9% ;be o
Lesley Robertson M.P.S. | or email cnb@cnb.co.nz : i
Your Pharmacy on Campus, Student Union Building | The Christchurch Numng Buf,w Bd
90 llam Rd Chrlstchurch Ph/Fax: 364 2215 | PO Box 3957 ‘
Christchurch

Kristov Red

1Litre
Exclusive Student Offer!
With student |.D

$8.99
Mudslides

700ml .
Exclusive Student Offer!
With student |.D

16.99 ... &

Kentucky Blue/

1Litre
g Exclusive Student Offer!
& With student I.D

® $3.99

¢ 440ml cans i
Exclusive Student Offer!
With student |.D

$8.99 ;...

10% OFF ALL WINE!

# Exclusive Student Offer! (excludes specials)

%% 500ml cans
s5ettl. Exclusive Student Offer!
i With student |.D

Call now for more details. J

Our E.S.0's are not advertised in store. Ask for them,
show us your student |.D and they’re yours!

It starts here! Specials available until 31/10/04 close.

ONLY AT: Riccarton Liquorland, 43 Riccarton Rd, Ph: 348 6145 Hornby Liquorland, 8 Tower St, Ph: 344 2044
Blenheim Rd Liquorland, 227 Blenheim Rd, next door to the Mad Butcher, Ph: 341 5333




