




























A Challenging Career with the Bank of New Zealand 
The Bank of New Zealand is looking for graduates from all disciplines to be pan of its 18 month Graduate Development Programme. 
A wholly-owned subsidiary of National Australia Bank Limited, Bank of New Zealand is the largest single financial institutiQ'ii. in New 
Zealand. 
The Bank of New Zealand operates the most extensive retail banking network, with approximately 300 branches throughout the country. 
It offers a complete range of banking services including personal, business, corporate and investment banking services, treasury services, 
insurance, retirement savings, and financial advice. 
Successful applicants will be placed in one of a variety of areas across the bank for the first 18 months before being given the opportunity 
to further their careers in more specialised roles. 
If you're energetic, committed and a team player who is ready for the challenges, talk to us ... 
All interviews will be conducted during the last two weeks of November. 
Mail your Curriculum Vitae to: Annie Kilpatrick, Human Resources, Bank of New Zealand, PO Box 2392, WELLINGTON, or contact 
your University Careers Advisory Office. Applications close: Friday 22 October, 1993. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Bank of New Zealand 

INCREASED CAFE HOURS 
STUDY/EXAM TIME 

WEEKENDS 
James Hight Cafe is OPEN 

SATURDAY 11 am to 5pm 
SUNDAY 11am to 5pm 

LABOUR WEEKEND 
Main Cafe is OPEN fall hot meals) 

SATURDAY 9am to Sp~ 
SUNDAY 10.30am to 7pm 
MONDAY 8.30am to 7pm 

NIGHT SERVICE 
commencing James Hight 11 OCTOBER 

OPEN 8.30am to 1 Opm 

SUMMER ACCOMMODATION IN 
WELLINGTON 
Trini!y Newman Hall of Residence offers 
summer accommodation for students in 
furnished self.catering flats for the period 
14 November 1993-12 February 1994. 
Flats are situated close to Victoria 
Universi!y and Wellington city centre. Rent 
is $75 per week and this includes the cost 
of power and gas and access to laundry 
facilities. Bond is $140. For long stay 
residents special bonus scheme applies. 
Stoy 13 weeks and pay for nine. 
For information and application forms 
contact Administration Officer, Trinity 
Newman Hall, PO Box 28-029, Kelburn, 
Wellington, telephone (04) 475-8471. 

WORRIED ABOUT EXAMS? 
You could do with a little help from 
above? So come along to Rochester and 
Rutherford Hall chapel for three short times 
of prayer on Tues 5th, Wed 6th and Thurs 
7th of October, 5.10-5.30pm. Run by the 
Catholic Tertiary chaplaincy. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
The next meeting of the Cant~rbury 
University Students with Disabilities Society 
will be held in the International Room, 
UCSA building at 5pm on Thursday, 7 
October. If you identify as having any form 
of impairment that could create a barrier to 
your university studies, then you are 
cordially invited to attend. 
For further details, please contact: Jim 
Johnston, Secretary, Tel 388-0697. 

MEDIA VACANCIES, AUCKLAND 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' ASSOC 
AUSA invites applications for the News 
Editor, Technical Editor of Craccum, a 
weekly publication with a circulation of 
30 000. 
Applicants must have an awareness of 
sludent issues and the media. Be able to 
work with a variety of people toward!i a 
deadline. Experience preferred. 
Applications must reach AUSA office by 4 
Oct, 5pm. Job descriptions available from 
the tv\edia Officer, AUSA Office, Private 
Bag 92-019 Akld, ph (09) 309 0789. 

NEXUS EDITOR 
The position of Editor of Nexus, the student 
newspaper at Waikato University, is open 
for applicants for 1994, until 15 October. 
Contact current Editor (07) 8569 139, 
Private Bag 3059 Hamilton. Design Editor 
and Advertising Manager will also be 
available for 1994. All positions fulltime. 

ATHLETICS CLUB 
Club Contact: Alan Warne, ph 355-8298 
Focus: Athletics, cross-country, rood-
running, and relays 
Activities: Running with a friendly bunch, 
be it competitively, or just socially. ALL 
levels of abili!y catered for. 

CHRISTIAN UNION 
Be prepared for a really groovy time ... Be 
at A3 this Friday night, 8 Oct, at 6pm for 
the LAST MEETING of the year. Lots of fun, 
singing and jumping up and down in 
store. Hooray!! 

BASTION POINT FILM 
Corso on Campus is screening the film 
"Day 507 - Bastion Point" about the 
occupation of Bastion Point by Ngati 
Whatua, at l pm in the Upper Common 
room, on Wed.6 Oct . .AII are welcome. 
Ph Corso at 366-2803. 

X-ROCH FUNCTION 
'92 and '93 Rochford students invited to X-
Roch function on Sunday l O Oct at the 
Palladium, 9pm- lam. Buses leave from 
outside Rochester and Rutherford Hall at 
about 8.50pm. $5 door charge for 1992 
students, from Brad Dawson 343-0037 or 
on the night. 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank the person who rang 
me on Sunday to alert me about the 
$100. Whoever you are you have the 
most beautiful soul. Love and salutations. 
Margaret Agnew 
(And no you don't get a cut) 

ELECTORAL REFERENDUM 1993: MMP 
OR FPP? 
The Electoral Reform Coalition and the 
Campaign for Better Government will be 
on site this WEDNESDAY 6 OCTOBER. 
Look for their stalls in the StudAss foyer -
they'll be selling signs, stickers, etc and 
giving away leaflets. 

NOTICES 

EXAM 
SPECIAL 

Contact 
Lenses 

from ·$299.00 
Includes all 

consultations 
and advice. 

Wide choice of 
soft lenses and lens 

care solutions 
(astigmatism, tinting 

and hard lenses extra) 

94b Riccarton Road 
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Coun ng 
Service 

24-HOUR TELEPHONE 
364-2402 

Your medical tind 
counselling costs are 

fully covered if you ioin 
the Student Health 

Scheme and have a 
Community Service 

Card. 
We can be located 

next to the 
University Pharmacy 

I 
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NOTICES 

SKYDIVE 
Go solo or tandem and 
experience the thrill of a 

lifetime 

Enquire about our courses 
and book to enjoy our 
leisure facilities, pool, 

food and accommodation 

-OPEN7DAYS-

Terror! 

8000ft 
,\,1,: 

_•;z\:.:AHOOI ?· 
• ·l -J·1r. - . -~·°:'"" .... t- ·-

• -------6000ft ~;,.! 

L', -.~. 
Elation! 

1000ft 

My Hero! 

Pwl(,Ung Mill 
PARACHUTE CENTRE 

Phone 
Chch 366-8944 
Mobile Phone 
0 25- 321 135 

Drop Zone 
0-3-302 8706 

ELECTORAL REFERENDUM 
DISCUSSION: 
Wednesday 6 -October at 1 2 
noon in the Shelley Common 
Room, or outside if weather is 
nice. A video will be shown to 
explain the options and 
representatives supporting 
MMP and FPP will then 
enlorge and answer questions. 
Booklets in English, Maori, 
and Samoan, will also be 
available. Contact Rebecca 
Robinson, Exec workroom, ph 
348-7069, ext 731 or 
freephone 0800 109393. 

RU ON A ROLL? 
See NZ Post today if you are 
unsure if you're enrolled to 
vote. You need to be on a roll 
by Thursday if you want to 
porticipate in the general 
election or the binding 
electoral referendum. 

TRANSIT SCHOLARSHIPS. 
The New Zealand Vice-
Chancellors' Committee 
advises that the TRANSIT 
SCHOlARSHIP at PhD level is 
available for competition in 
1993. Forms may be obtained 
from: 
Scholorship Section 
Level 3 
Registry 
University of canterbury 

AGMARDT MSC AND PHD 
SCHOLARSHIPS 1994 
For information please apply to 
The Secretary, agricultural and 
Marketing Research and 
development Trust, PO Box 76 
262, Manukau city, telephone 
109) 263-4301, fax 109) 263-
4302. 

PACDAC/PADET 
FELLOWSHIPS 
The Peace and Disarmament 
Education Trust IPADET) is 
offering fellowships to 
candidates who ore 
undertaking research on 
approved topics dealing with 
peace, disarmament and arms 
control. Further information can 
be obtained from: 
The Secretary of the Peace 
and Disarmament Education 
Trust 

Constitutional Branch 
Department of Internal Affairs 
PO Box 10345 
Wellington 
Tel. 104) 495 7200 
Fax 104) 499 1 865 
Applications should be 
submitted by 11 October 
1993. 
Some forms are available from 
Scholarships Section, Level 3, 
Registry. 

JOHN CONRAD JAEGER 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Research must be undertaken 
in the areas of geophysics or 
geochemistry. AJaeger 
scholarship is usually awarded 
for three years of the PhD 
course. Further information can 
be obtained from: 
School Secretary 
Research School of Earth 
Science 
The Australian National 
Secretary 
Canberra ACT 0200 
Tel: 106) 249-2865 
Fax: 106) 249-0738 
Email: 
Theresa. Galbgher@:mu.edu.auCb 
Closing date for applications: 
31 October 1993. 

MAORI SCHOLARSHIP 1994 
Applications close 1 
November 1993. For 
information contact Anisiata 
Soagia-Pritchard, Statistics 
New Zealand, PO Box 2922 
Wellington, phone 104) 495-
4694. 

THE SADIE BALKIND 
SCHOLARSHIP/ AWARDS 
For information and 
application forms contact 
Sadie Balkind Scholarship/ 
awards, Canterbury Branch 
NZFUW, PO Box 3088, 
Christchurch. Applications 
close 31 October 1993. 

LESBIAN AND GAY 
LAWYERS PRIZE 
The Auckland Lesbian and 
Gay Lawyers Group and the 
Australian Gay and Lesbian 
Law Journal !of Charles Sturt 
University) are establishing a 
new prize for which students 
enrolled at a Faculty of Law at 

any New Zealand Universily 
will be eligible. The prize will 
be awarded annually by the 
Council of the University of 
Auckland for the best research 
essay written on any aspect of 
the law affecting gay men 
and/or lesbians. Entries hove 
to be in the hands of the Deon 
of the Faculty of Law of the 
University of Auckland by 30 
November 1993. 

JAPAN-FOCUSED MBA FUU 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Applications are invited from 
anyone with a bachelor 
degree plus a Graduate 
Management Admission Test 
IGMA T) score of 500 
minimum. Test or English as o 
Foreign Language !TOEFL) 
score if applicable and at lest 
two years work experience. A 
strong interest in Japanese 
business, perhaps 
demonstrated by Japanese 
language skills would be an 
advantage. 
Fully completed application 
forms should reach us no later 
than Friday 19 November 
1993 so they can be 
forwarded to JAIMS. For more 
information and application 
forms contact Chris 
Henderson, Human Resources 
Manager, Personnel, Fuptsu, 
New Zealand Ltd, PO Box 
3547, Wellington, phone 104) 
495-0700. 

FOR SALE - ACOUSTIC 
GUITAR (ARIA) 
Solid top, steel string for sale 
with hard-body case, $600 
o.n.o. Phone Chris 366-3893 
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COMPUTERS 

386 SX-33 .... $1650 

486 DX-33 .... $2499 
486 DX-50/2 $2849 

486 DX-66/2 $3149 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

ALL SYSTEMS INCLUDE: 
• Colour Monitor 
e 40MB Hard Disk 
e 3.5" Floppy 
e lMB .RAM 

By la\\; bond money must be deposited with Tenancy 

SerYices - so nothings lost. Bond enquiries: 0800-737-666 

Local Wellington enquiries: 237-0246 

A division of the Ministry of Housing 
IWT(N0003 
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SEX &GENDER 

THE 
Puberty is a confusing and awkward 
time for all young girls. In Africa and 
the Arab world, however, this 
experience can be rendered even more 
difficult by the ritualistic process of 
female circumcision, known to its 
opposers as female genital mutilation 
(FGM). This is an ancient tradition by 
which the old women of the tribe, 
sometimes using a razor or a piece of 
broken glass, remove the labia minora, 
the labia majora and the clitoris of 
pubescent girls, without the use of an 
anaesthetic. The degree to which the 
genitals are 'mutilated' often varies from 
one tribe to another, but in its most 
extreme form the operation involves 
removal of the entire clitoris, followed 
by infibulation, in which the edges of the 
gaping wound are sutured together with 

she conceive and continue his line. 
Hadiara bore Abraham a son and 
became his co-wife, which angered 
Sarah who then decided to circumcise 
her maid. There is a similar description 
of this incident in the Bible but, as is the 
case in the Koran, the circumcision is not 
explicitly mentioned. It is said only that 
Sarah "dealt harshly" with her maid. 

Whether or not female circumcision 
actually began with this story, it is 
clearly a tradition that is deeply 
embedded in the African culture where 
it is maintained by a number of 
superstitions and social mores. 

The female clitoris is considered to 
be the equivalent of a penis, a male 
organ which is therefore inappropriate 
in a woman's body. Some tribes feel that 
if an uncircumcised woman couples 

amount of sexual pleasure a woman 
derives from consummation, and the 
initial circumcision (if complete) often 
assures there is very little left to be 
stimulated. 

Such a practice could then be seen as 
a device used by the patriarchy to 
control women and keep them 
subordinate. There is a general stigma 
attached to refusing to participate in a 
circumcision ceremony, and men may 
refuse to marry an uncircumcised 
woman on the grounds that she is 
'unclean' or 'dishonourable'. One 
woman who had been circumcised and 
infibulated decided rather than let her 
husband 'open' her with a knife, she 
would have her stitches removed 
surgically, using anaesthetic. She was, 
how.ever, treated with such contempt by 

acacia thorns, ~---------------------------------~ hospital staff, 
who insinuated 
her motivation 
was pre-marital 
sex, that she 
returned to her 
village without 
having the 
operation and 
was duly cut 
open with a knife 
on her wedding 
night. After 
having a child a 
woman is often 
re-infibulated, 
although 
intercourse 
continues, with 
some men 
(particularly in 
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leaving only a 
small hole for the 
passing of urine 
and menstrual 
blood. The lack of 
attention to 
hygiene in these 
operations can 
cause infection 
(notably Hepatitis 
Band Tetanus), 
internal 
haemorrhaging 
and occasionally 
death. In one case, 
a girl of 14 was 
thought to be 
pregnant until 
unstitching her 
vaginal opening 
revealed four litres 

Normal Adolescent Vulva lnfibulated Vulva 
in extension 

of putrid menstrual blood trapped 
within her womb. 

Why then does it continue? As 
Westerners we may find it difficult to 
condone this practice and perhaps 
harder still to comprehend why women 
who have themselves been circumcised 
continue the tradition with their own 
children. To understand this we must 
look first at how the practice began and 
at what it actually means to the cultures 
which practise it. 

Female excision is commonly 
thought of as having its origins in the 
Muslim religion, yet there is no mention 
of this in the Koran. Examination into 
the traditions of various Arabian 
Muslims in Africa have traced the first 
instance of female circumcision to the 
time of Abraham. His wife, Sarah, 
distressed by her inability to bear her 
husband's children suggested he couple 
with her maid, Hadiara, in order that 

with a man, it would be like two boys 
having sex together and therefore 
unacceptable. Other tribal customs see 
the clitoris as a dagger, a hood, or the 
residual tooth of a "toothed vagina". 

There are also social pressures 
involved. African society holds that 
female circumcision is essential for a 
good moral and educational upbringing 
and women who will not brave the 
ceremony have not truly entered a state 
of womanhood. Similar social 
considerations, such as upholding the 
honour of one's family, are used to 
support infibulation. 

A woman whose virginity is in 
question brings disgrace upon all her 
relations and is herself dishonoured. The 
stitching of her vagina prevents her 
from having pre-marital affairs and 
ensures when her husband cuts her 
open on her wedding night, she will be a 
virgin. This practice can greatly limit the 

Somalia and the 
Sudan) attempting to penetrate the tiny 
hole despite screams from their wives. 

Female circumcision and 
infibulation is practised today, not only 
in 19 African states, but also in England, 
France and America, where emigrating 
families are pursued by their 'razor-
wielding' grandparents. As long as the 
custom continues, however, so too does 
the fight against it. An increasing 
number of African girls flee their 
villages every year to escape the 
circumcision ritual, and many older . 
women are now deciding against ha~ 
their own daughters circumcised. While 
people outside the African culture have 
·often condemned the ritual without 
understanding the traditions 
surrounding it, the fact that African 
women themselves are now prepared 10 

speak out and reclaim control over !hell 
bodies suggests there is indeed a battle 
to be won. Katy G 
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