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Special Canta Report by Kevin Townsend 

The White 
eather of· 

Courage 

onscientious 
bjection in 
ew Zealand 

Why they would 
not go to war 

Last Saturday tbousands ·of people around New Zealand remembered 
those that were killed in both World Wars and in such other foreign 
conflicts as Vietnam. 

For some, ANZAC day is sigriilicant in that it reminds them of the 
horrors and carnage of war, and the need to prevent them in the future. 
However for many more ANZAC day is a vehicle to venerate war and to 
look back with pride at events which brought death and misery to 
millions. 

Largely forgotten are the thousands of 
New Zealanders who, ih the face of social 

, scorn, physical violence and even death, 
refused to contribute to the war effort. 

Conscientious Objection in this 
country was an embarrassing passage of 
history for wartime Governments. As a 
result details of just what went on seem to 
have been kept purposely sketchy. 

The reasons for objecting to war varied 
from individual to individual. 

Christ was a pacificist 
Perhaps the most "well treated" of the 

objectors were those who did so on 
religious grounds. Of ten such people 
came from smaller religious sects. They 
advocated a total opposition to all 
violence, and especially war. They could 
point to the teachings of the Bible and 
other religious guides which forebade 
violence, and promoted love or at least 
tolerance of the enemy. 

There were many other people who 
took the line that war went against their 
moral principles. They had no book to 

justify their beliefs and had a tough time 
convincing the Appeal Boards that they 
were not merely "cowards and shirkers." 

By far the most badly treated were 
those who would not fight for political 
reasons. Most of these, like Archibald 
Baxter, were socialists. 

Wars serve the rich 
They believed that war had ·nothing to 

do with the politicians catch-calls of 
freedom and justice. They saw it rather as 
the rich and powerful of the various 
nations using the rest of the people to 
fight for territory and resources from 
which the rich would benefit. By refusing 
to fight, the political objectors not only 
stuck to their principles, but also hoped to 
persuade others to join them. 

Conscientious objectors in general also 
refused non-combatant duties, whea they 
were offered, as this merely released 
another soldier to fight at the front. 

As a group they were united against 
war despite their differing reasons and the 
odds they faced . 

'We Will Not Cease" 
Perhaps the · most well known 

conscientious objector in New Zealand is 
Archbiald Baxter, father of James K. 
Baxter. In his book "We Will Not 
Cease", recently reprinted, he gives an 
·account of his experience_s. 

The horror of this book is that every 
word relates a true experience. In a few 
hundred pages Archibald Baxter 
encapsulates what it meant to be a 
onscientious objector during "The Great 
ar". 

ainful personal experience 
To this day "We Will Not Cease" holds 
e field on conscientious objection in 
ew Zealand in World War One. The 
asons are clear. This book is written 
ith insight, tempered by painful 

personal experience. It is high on fact and 
low on rhetoric. 

After reading this book one's ideas 
about conscientious objectors, their 
opponents, and the questions they raise 
will never be the same. 

Perhaps the most striking thing I found 
was that contrary to the views 
propounded by society's leaders sympathy 
for the cause of men like Baxter was far 
more widespread than I had ever thought. 
!hroughout the book passages of 
m_human cruelty are placed side by side 
with episodes of compassion. 

Support from ordinary soldiers 
Baxter's socialist ideas were well 

received by the rank and file who in 
general, did not share the relentless drive 
of their "superiors" to make Baxter part 
of the military machine at any cost. 

This idea is illustrated by one of the 
few amusing incidents in the story when 
Baxter is at a field punishment camp in 
France: 

Jock looked hard at me and asked: 
"What 's been your trouble? 
Ov,~rstaying leave, I suppose?" 

I'm here" I said, "for refusin~ all 
orders in the army. I have done so 
consistently for the last twelve months. I 
have never taken on anything and have 

no intention of doing so . ,• . 
I believe that if enough people in each 

country stood straight out against war, 
the Governments would pause and be 
compelled to settle their disputes by 
other means. I also believe that the 
peoples of all nations are naturally 
peaceful until they are stirred up by the 
war propaganda of the governing 
classes. When the workers of all 
countries win their economic freedom , 
Governments won't be able to set them 
on to murdering their fellows ." 

"Are you a Socialist?" 
"Too right, I am. " There was such a 

rush to shake my hand that we all went 
down in a heap. 

This brief passage puts in a nut shell 
the pr~nciples to which he stuck 
throughout. • 

At no time was he actually given 
"Conscientious Objector" status as he did 
nof claim exemption on religious grounos. 

Prisons and trials 
Throughout the war years he was 

shunted from prison to prison, from 
detention camp to detention camp. Each 
shift bringing new trials. Crude 
"psychological" and "intellectual" 
attempts were made to persuade Baxter 
that he was wrong. He was argued with 
constantly, even when most unfit to 
rebuff the incesant questioning. At one 
stage he was even placed in a psychiatric 
ward of a British hospital. Threats of 
death were often used. 

owever these troubles were minor 
when compared with the physical 
punishment he received when sent with 
the New Zealand expeditionary force to 
France, supposedly to take on Army 
service. 

Perhaps the worst punishment he 
received was No. 1 Field Punishment: 

He took me over to the poles, which 
were willow stumps, six to eight inches 
in diameter and twice the height of a 
man, and place me against one of them. 
It was inclined forward out of the 
perpendicular ... I stood with my back 

to it and he tied me to it by the ankles, 
knees and wrists. He was an expert at 
the job, and knew how to pull and strain 
at the ropes till they cut into the flesh 
and completely stopped circulation. 
When I was taken off my hands were 
always black with congested blood. My 
hands were taken round behind the 
pole, tied together and pulled well up it, 
straining and cramping the muscles and 
farcing them into an unnatural position. 
Most _knots will slacken a little after a 
time. His never did. The slope of the 
post brought me into a hanging 
position, causing a large part of my 
weight to come on my arms, an_d I could 
get no proper grip with my feet on the 
ground .. . I was strained so tightly up 
against the post that I was unable to 
move body or limbs . . . Earlier in the 

war, men undergoing this form of 
punishment were tied to a single 
upright, probably to avoid the likeness 
to a cross. But the name stuck. 

'Guarding' the ammunition 
On another occasion Baxter was placed 

in a shell crater by an ammunition dump 
of which the German artillery had found 
the range. 

That Archibald Baxter lived to write 
this book and that he never did take on 
military service is a testimony to his 
resilience and courage. His story is 
compulsory reading. 

"We Shall Not Cease" by Archibald 
Baxter has recently been reprinted by 
Cape Catley Ltd. and is available from 
the University Bookshop at $8.95. 
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During World War One men like Peter 
Fraser, Bob Semple and Walter Nash 
were imprisoned for their 'socialist' views 
against the war. In 1940 these same three 
men were leaders of a Government which 
introduced conscription. 

At the time of this apparent turn 
around Prime Minister Peter Fraser said 
plainly that he could not "personally 
understand the position of the absolute 
pacifist, but must respect it. If a man was 
genuine and sincere, and had not 
manufactured his conscience for the 
occasion, there should be no 
persecution." . 

Whether the leadership was righ.t in 
supporting , World War Two, an issue 
which profoundly divided the Labour 
Party, is really outside the scope of this 
article. But it is a question which requires 
investigation, and should be kept in mind 
when examining the actions of the 
Labour Party during World War Two. 

Deeds betray the words 
What is more pertinent is the extent to 

which Peter Fraser's words stood the test 
of deeds. 

Of the 306,000 men conscripted from 
1940 to 45 5,100 lodged appeals with the 
local Appeals Boards set up by the 
Labour · Government to deal with 
applications for "conscientious objector" 
status. 

Of necessity these boards were made 
up of establishment figures from the 
community, often lawyers or public office 
holders. In general they were 
conservative in their views. Many had 

. served in the First World War and could 
certainly not be expected to sympathise 
with the men from another generation 
who came before them. Often Boards 
acted as advocates rather than inquirers. 

Harsh interrogation 
The terms of reference of the Appeal 

Boards were also harsh. An applicant 
could only gain "conscientious objector" 
status if he was totally opposed to the 
taking of any life for any reason 
whatsoever. Political objectors would not 
necessarily fill this criteria. . 

All Appeal Boards had virtually 
discretionary powers to grant or deny 

Concen­
tration 
Camps 

Godzone 
application. As a consequence the 
percentages of aplications granted varied 
from 33% to 14%. 

Life was relatively easy for those who 
were given "conscientious objector" 
status. However periodic surges of public 
opinion forced the Labour ·Government 

. to bring in income restrictions on 
"conscientious objectors" to bring them 
in line with the pay received by 
servicemen. 

Teachers "on leave" 
More disturbingly, in 1941, any 

teacher who appealed on conscientious 
grounds was placed on leave without pay. 
Of the seven Universities, six placed no 
restrictions on staff. But in 1942 the 
Canterbury University College Council 
decided to follow Government policy and 
get rid of certain staff members. 
Throughout the war Canterbury was the 
only University to do so. 

The most difficult and embarrassing 
cases for the government were those men 
who were refused "conscientious 
objector" status but still refused to take 
on military service. 

It was eventually decided that these so 

called "defaulters" should be placed in 
defaulters camps where the conditions 
were designed to be. worse than in the 
Army, but better than in gaol. 

Of the original 5,100 applications made 
for "conscientious objector" status only 
3,000 were eventually heard. 600 were 
upheld. Defaulters numbered 800. 

Indefinite confinement 
There were three main issues of 

contention surrounding the treatment of 
defaulters. The labour which defaulters 
were required to do was of a primitive and 
ineffectual kind; in contrast with Britain, 
confinement was for an indefinite period; 
and there was no right of appeal against 
Appeal Board decisions. 

In June 1945 review authoritaies were 
eventually set up. Of the 467 appeals, 283 
were upheld, revealing the inequity of the 
system. 

A further aspect of the pacifist 
question during the Second World War 
was the suppression of any organisation 
promoting an anti-war line. 

Speakers at Christian Pacifist meetings 
were arrested and jailed, and newspapers 
such as "The People's Voice',, the mouth­
piece of the New Zealand Communist 

Party, and "Tomorrow", closely allied to 
the left-wing of the Labour Party, were 
suppressed under the provisions of the 
Censorship and Publicity Regulations of 
1940. These regulations enabled the 
Attorney-General to have printing 
equipment seized if he thought it had ano 
would in the future be used to prim 
"subversive" material. 

Surprisingly the Communist Party was 
not banned. This can be attributed more 
to its small size rather than the 
government's desire to preserve political 
freedom. 

Labour government's actions 
doubtful 

In defence of the government, F. L. W. 
Wood, writer of "The (New Zealand/ 
People at War" wrote: "Public clamour, 
the necessity to maintain national morale, 
the desirability of blunting criticism from 
political opponents and the R.S.A. -
these I factors inevitably influenced 
government policy and complicated its 
assessment of the public interest". 
Nevertheless the actions and motives of 
the Labour Government in World War 
Two must raise grave political and moral 
questions which still exist today. 

a r Ga me~---.! 
Student 
Loans 

After the Second - World War 
conscription of men to fight in Malaya, 
Korea and Vietnam was abandoned, but 
Compulsory Military Tr,aining (CMT) 
was continued. Those who opposed war 
for religious, moral and/or political 
reasons saw Military Training as 
unnecessary, unjust and less than subtle 
preparation for future war. Many other 
people opposed CMT for purely practical 
reasons, as it interrupted people's careers 
and tertiary education. 

Within two weeks of his -nineteenth 
birthday every male New Zealander had 
to register for military service or as a 
conscientious objector. The final 
selection of those who were to serve their 
three months was made by ballot. 

A number of people refused to comply 

with the Military Service Act and did not 
register. They argued that registering . 
amounted to a vote of confidence for the 
scheme. 

OHMS (Organisation to Halt Military 
Service) was the main protest group 
against CMT in the nineteen sixties and 
early seventies. They helped non­
compliers to fight the Act. Fortunately 
the 1972 Labour Government stopped 
CMT just in time to save almost all of the 
non-compilers who faced conviction in 
that year. • 

OHMS was also· at the centre of the 
violent ANZAC day "celebrations" 
which saw RSA men putting iri the boot 
and removing inscriptions from wreaths 
which were eventually placed to 
demonstrate the pointless waste of war. 
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from your on campus bank 
If you need a little help and advice on 
making your money go further it's there 
for the asking from the Bank of New 
Zealand. We're right on campus and 
ready to help. 

Student loans 
The great thing about these is their 
flexibility . From just a few days to tide 
you over a rough spot o·r long-term so 
that you can plan ahead over the years 
you're studying. Interest is charged at a 
concessional rate. 
If you'd like to talk over your money 
problems with people who understand 
money and how it works call into the 
Bank of New Zealand on campus and 
arrange a time for a chat. 

Ask for Peter Glausiuss 
Canterbury Univcrsit) Branch 
Phone: 488-666 
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'Waiata', the new Enz album, is 
- number one in NZ, platinum in 

Australia and looking just as good for 
the American market. It's like seeing the 
progress of the previous 'True Colours' 
but manified several times over. Clearly 
then, Split. Enz' are now walking the 
dangerous edge of The Big Time. They 
have established a market and, as with 
any market, are tailoring their product to 
fit that market. Neil Finn claims that 
their music is now considerably freer 
and less constricted than it has ever 
been before, but I must confess to a few 
doubts. Enz have their formula for 
success and are sticking to it - a sort of 
back-blended NZ wine. A distinctive NZ 
flavour that only serves to leave a rather 
frustrating taste in the mouth. 

The concert was only average by all Enz 
standards. It started slowly but Tim Finn 
worked hard and by sheer will power 
got a straight audience to move. The 
costuming, stage antics and audience 
participation are all Enz trademaFks ,of 
old and once again they are heavily 
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relied on. In fact the whole illusion 
created is almost akin to a student 
Capping Revue - a form of amateur 
professionalism. Noel Crombie is now 
in the drum seat and although the band 
claim he has added to their sound, he 
lacks the subtlety of Malcolm Green. 
His heavy style seems like overkill in 
some places. 

As to be expected the concert focusea 
on music off 'True Colours' and 

'Waiata': 'I Don't Wanna Dance', 
'History Never Repeats', 'I Got Yol.l', 
'Poor Boy', 'Shark Attack'. The band did 
a four strohg encoure and fina'lly left 
with the raging 'I See Red'. (Even that 
seemed to lack the conviction of the 
other times I've heard it.) For all my 
disappointment, the majority of the 
audience plainly had a good time and 
yelled and stamped as much as any 
good Enz crowd should. 
Neil Finn professes an admiration for 
the Talking Heads use of tribal rhythm 
and says that the next album will use 
such influences. This I will have to see 
- Split Enz and jungle rhythms are eons 

apart. Such a move would probably 
loose them a lot of their present fans and 
would certainly be a major change of 
direction for the Enz. 

The most exciting part of the evening 
was _that which came first; namely the 
support act, Dunedin band 'The 
Elevators'. This was their first big gig of 
any importance outside of their home 
territory and they handled the local 
conditions with remarkable ease. In 
fact, they were stunningly good. 
Christine Voice (vocals) has a voice of 
the same power and timbre as Patti 
Smith but there the similarity ends. The 
interaction of her voice and that of 
guitarist . Martyn Bull produces some 
surprising results and further emphasises 
the complex patterns that the music 
itself builds up. The music is not easy, its 
not melodic and it makes few 
concessions to convention. If ever a 
band could shine, The Elevators did. 
They will be playing the Gladstone in a 
few weeks and might be worth 
watching. 

.CI.OISTERS 
Restaurant 

Students' Union Building 

1981 Season 

Best Smorgasbord Value · 

in Christchurch 

Open Wed, Thurs & Fri. 

'Lunch: 12 p.m. to 2 p.m . 
Dinner: 5.30 to 9.30 

Student Prices: Lunch $3. 75 
Dinner $4.95 

For Bookings Ext 79. 

Remember we are open 

normal times during May holidays. 



Dull when 
the dust 

· settles 
The Coalminer's Daughter 
Westend 

For those of you who shun television, 
Bradford's Hollywood and Country 

music 'The Coalminer's Daughter' is the 

Shot in 
the 

Dark 
The Silencers 
Rock and Roll Enforcers 
Epic 

The Silencers appeared recently on 
"Radio With Pictures" and came 

across as an innovative group with a 
brilliant sense of humour and the ability 

Masks 
torn 

away 
Songs to the Judges completed its 

nationwide tour on Sunday, April 19 
in Christchurch. It received enthusiastic 
acclaim from both audiences and 
critics. The play treats historically Maori 
land and legal issues and, in the process, 
considers general racial attitudes. 

As the title suggests, the form of the play 
is 'song play'. A hybrid of music and 
drama which combines the best 
elements of both. Mervyn Thompson 
lays claim to the form and has used it in 
other works, "O Temperance", and 

Singles 
• go1n-g 

steady 
Associates: Affectionate Punch 
(CBS) 

Record company games. The Associates are at 
the moment "a big thing" . The album that this 
single comes from has attracted praise from every 
corner and the whole operation is generally 
deemed to be quite wonderful. It does seem 
however to be an exercise in pointlessness to 
release the title track of that album several months 
later when all who will, already have the long 
player. Hardly likely to stimulate further interest 
when it falls a million miles outside of the safe 
ground that the radio stations tread. It will 
however screw a couple of extra bucks out of the 
faithful because the flip side naturally enough is 
not otherwise available. 

For the record, the top side is a very satisfactory 
excursion into modern music although the Bowie 
tinge in the vocals is a little overstated for my 
liking. Very worthy but the album represents a 
better investment. And the flip side is more of the 
Mme - equally praiseworth~' -

story of Loretta Lynn. A woman who 
was married at 13, a mother at 14, by 18 
had four children and at 32 was a world 
class country singer only to be edged 
out by Dolly Parton who proved that she 
was more than an ample bosom. 
Loretta's rise to stardom is charted in her 
autobiography 'Coalminer's Daughter'. 
The book became a film and gave Sissy 
Spacek as Miss Lynn, this year's Oscar 
for top actress. The film itself won an 
Academy award. Loretta Lynn's story as 
portrayed by the film may be neatly 
slotted into the category of the 
American Dream. A true story about 
one woman's rise from rags to riches. 
From a Kentuckian mining town to the 

to come · up with simple, but very 
effective video. 

"The Peter Gunn Theme" impressed 
as it combines two old spy themes, with 
the original " Secret Agent Man" bass 
line and a James Bond rift blended 
together. Then there is what I take to be 
the single, "Remote Control " which lies 
somewhere between the boundries of 
Rock and "Modern" music. This all 
comes as a bit-0f a shock because this is 
an American band and American bands 
just don't have these qualities. They are 
too busy regurgitating Heavy Metal to 
do something original. 

But American they are and the album 
bears this out. It is in general, a simple 
rock and roll album, as the title suggests, 
with a few out of characater songs that 
lift it out of ·the quagmire of the usual 

"Songs to Uncle Sam" which deals with 
the depression of the 30's. The music is 
one of the show's strongest aspects with 
punchy tunes that complement the 
intention of the lyrics, and a variety of 
styles, from Gilbert and Sullivan court 
send ups, to the "born Again" "Till you 
came along". 

Moving between satire and strong 
drama the play is most powerful at 

an emotional level. It peaks at the 
treatment of contemporary issues. 
"Once in a generation" uses Bastion 
Point as the focus for the militaristic 
suppression that underlies more subtle 
forms of oppression. 

"Once in a generation the masts are torn 
away, Once in a generation comes the 
naked day" . 

"Three times more likely" and 
"Marlene" looks at the • position of 
Maori people in the criminal courts and 
touches on socio-economic issues. "I 
spit on your Court" deals at length with 

Cure: Primary 
Pretenders: Mes-sage Of Love 
Beat: Too Nice To Talk Too 

These three bands contributed some of the 
better music made in 1980 and are now in the 
unenviable position of having to try and maintain 
the reputations they made for themselves. The 
Cure radically departed from previous styles last 
year and on the evidence of this effort are now 
consolidating rather than looking for new ground 
to break. " Primary" would not sound out of place 
tacked on to the end of "Seventeen Seconds". It 
has all the trade marks of that album and differs 
only in being rather narrower and more straight 
forward. Extremely worthwhile. The flip side is an 
instrumental interesting because for all the world it 
sounds like a younger brother of the " Home 
Again " b)I the Solatudes. 

The Beat stood head and ·shoulders above the 
crop of Ska bands that they emerged with and are 
hellbent on maintaining that standing. " Too Nice 
To Talk Too" is the Beat doing what the Beat do 
best. A gloriously uptempo rocker with enough 
bite to keep it shining. On the flip side 
"Psychedelic Rockers" is exactly that - a lush 
collection of rhythms with attendent production 
games. Beware however because both of these 
tracks are quite capable of ending up on a 
forthcoming Beat album. 

In this hallowed company only the Pretenders 
fail to at least keep their heads above water. 
" Message Of Love" has all the usual Pretenders 
sounds but jumbled up into an awkward package 
that is delivered in an almost perfunctory fashion. 
They seem to be_ going nowhere very quickly. 
Their debut album promised much but they have 
)let to deliver anything in its wake that suggests 
they are capable . of reliving those glories. 
"Message Of Love" sounds far too much like the 
Narcs singing the Pretenders. Th1y' ll love it. 

Grand ole Oprey and from nation-wide 
to international fame. The first half of the 
film set in Kentucky is by far the best. 

Sissy Spacek, as Loretta Lynn does 
deserve an award for her 

performance. She is a fine actress and· 
one can hardly blame her for the quality 
of the script or perhaps that of Miss 
Lynn's life. If you absolutely loved 
Ordinary People don't miss The 
Coalminer's Daughter. 

The film's English Director, Michael 
Apted gives us an honest portral of 

the hardship of life in a coalmining 
town , where there are no dreams, only 
hordes of children and so much 
coaldust that, Loretta's father refuses to 

rubbis_h coming from the U.S. Then 
maybe I've missed the point and this is a 
brilliant pisstake of rock and Americana . • 

The first side opens up with a song 
called " Modern Love" which is a 

power pop song in the Pat Benatar vein . 
It tends to overdo the lead guitar, but is 
still very listenable. "Head on Collision" 
is a typical rock song with some 
undefinable quality that makes it work. 
Then comes " Remote Control" which is 
vocally reminiscant of Freddie Mercury, 
which contrasts with the cold sterile 
backing vocals. The undisputed gem of 
album is " Illegal" , a fast jumpy song that 
would sound even better live and 
contains some of the better lyrics: 

I'm too illegal, don't try to imitate 
I have no fingerprints • 
I' m too illegal, my fallacy 
does not include your impotence 

the irrelevance of the European court 
and the refusal of a Maori activist to 
accept its jurisdiction. 

Individually the songs are strong, their 
dramatic presentation is economically 
forceful and the performance of a high 
standard. 

However for all its timeliness and 
importance, certain criticisms need 

to be made. The play seems to be 
designed for a pakeha liberalish 
audience, and as such stirs sympathies 
effectively. It arouses guilt and questions 
the audience. However, it does not 
make serious challenge to existing 
beliefs or propose any radical solution 
or future action. • 

At times the lyrics seem to make 
unnecessary detours in search of rhyme 
or miss the mark of a -strong point. The 
end is disappointing after the rising 
tension of "It's Coming" and comes to a 
rather soggy end after commenting 
"They won't give it up so easy" and a 

Cult Heros: I Dig You 
More Cure. Cult Heros are the Cure of two years 

agci dressed up in a different name playini silly 
games. " I Dig You " is punk whimsy -
instrumentally a modernised Spencer Davis 
replete with oh so authentic keyboards but also 
featuring a lead guitar that should have been 
strangled at birth rather than halfway through the 
song. The vocals are half spoken and if it all 
sounds like a bad dream its not quite .. Only for 
those with a sense of humour and nothing better 
to do with their money and definitely not 
guaranteed to those that think that the Cure begin 
and. end with Seventeen Seconds through 
headphones on an expensive stereo with a good 
smoke maan. And fear not there's more of the 
same on the other side. 

Yoko Ono: Walking on Thin Ice 
It is interesting to remember in these days of the 

instant defication of all things John Lennon, that 
the only thing about the gentleman that the vast 
majority could not stand was Yoko Ono. Nothing 
has changed. This single has disappeared almost 
without trace despite the fact that it was " Walking 
On Thin Ice" that John and Yoko were working on· 
on the night of the shooting. 

Initially intended as a Yoko single to prove that 
she was more than just her husband's wife, it adds 
volumes to the theory that Yoko contributed 
everything worthwhile to the couple's 
reappearance . An exercise in superior disco, 
lurching and overpowering it runs its worthy 
course through to an ending punctuated with 
weird screams and a slurred parable. It will be 
very interesting to see where she goes from here. 

weigh himself saying that, he would 
know what was him and what was c 
dust. Only Loretta's husband "Doo 
(Tommy Lee Jones) has aspiration 
Upon hearing Loretta sing her childr 
to sleep he goes out and buys her 
guitar for a wedding anniversa 
present. The second half of the filrn 
diabolically bad. Themes are brie! 
touched on and then abandoned 
Estrangement from her husband, th 
fear of too much adoration from h, 
fans, the pills that keep her going, a 
these themes should have beer 
developed to prevent this film fron 
being the shallow little snippet that it is. 

Sharon Hunt 

I could be the perfect situation 
I could be the perfect illusion" 

I I J>hnny Too Bad" sounds like Yt 
J another rock number, but the tit 

and lyrics suggest a very dry sense 1 
humour. The only instrumental is " Pete 
Gunn Theme" . 

The rest of the album is a mixture c 
rock, sixties pop and heavy metal son~ 
in fact The Silencers have managed ~ 
capture all types of styles and in so~ 
cases have flogged bits and pieces fror 
other bands as most of what they d( 

vaguely reminds me of som,ething else. 
Thi~ album is something of an enigm, 
me and I'm not sur~ how seriously tht 
Silencers take themselves or their music 
no doubt the next record will give itai 
away. 

lghn Ryan 
'vision of justice and unity' which 1, 

optimistic but unfounded . The elemelll 
which appeas to be missing frorr 
Thompson's.treatment is the importanct 
of economic and social factors in tht 
Maori fightfor land and other rights. 

This further level of analysis w~ 
presented by a major theatre grour 
'Maranga Mai' (unfortunately not seen 
in Christchurch), who build on the wort 
of Songs to the Judges. Their thealrt 
was rougher, but the gut level w~ 
strong, and the future visioo inspiring. 1 

'Maranga Mai' song expresses tht 
-solution much more clearly . 

"Hey Maori people 
Get up and fight for your rights 
Don't let the system oppress you 
No more, no more, no more. 

Now is the time to get up 
And fight, fight, fight for your rights 
Don ' t let the system oppress you 
No more, no more, no more. 

Rachel LW 

Garage Crawlers: Only 
Tonight 

Token New Zild offering from that humanitanan 
record company to the far north Propellor. I don' 
know what Simon Green would have to say on tllf 
subject but his opinion counts for little enough 
anyway. " Only You Tonight" is pop more sixt1B 
than sixties and after the initial time warp shock 11' 

ver1 agreeable. On the flip side " VB" is inspire\l 
by the Auckland car scene that was featured~ 
the excellent " Queen Street" film shown OI' 

television a couple of weeks back . A tender littlf 
ditty that extols the virtues of cruising with a Deer 
Purple cassette and sounds not a million m1le1 
removed from the Rez(v)illos. The third· numbe' 
"normal Dunediner" has the dubious honour d 
being far sillier than the cult heros and is v_e~ 
definitely only for those with the thickest of skins 
Even so the closer you get to Fouveaux Strait thi 
less it is likely to be appreciated. 

Stray Cats: Rock This Town 
(Artista) 

The Stray Cats were responsible for one of last 
year's better singles when they gave the world 
"Runaway Boy". Outing number two is more 
updated rockabilly by the possessors of some ~ 
the best haircuts around. The stand up bass 1' 
never less than a delight as it powers along. On 
the flip side these rockabilly punks confuse labeld; 
everywhere by applying themselves to an ol 
Supremes song and of course coming out on top. 
Pointed radio barb number two: why are we 
subjected to endless hours of the dull Ma1or 
Matchbox when this lot are around? , 

MichaelHJ$Jll 
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CMS,A 
Lunch Hour Get-Together 
pate: 28th April (Tuesday) 
Time: 12 noon-:- 2 p.m. 
Venue: Internat1onal ~oom. 
Invited Speaker: Bnan Roper from 
~students Against the Tour". 
Topic: Springbok tour. 

May Camp 
Date: I 4th-16th May_ (May holidays) 
Registration: 28th Apnl - 1st May . 
Tables will be set up m the Student Umon 
at 12 noon - 2.00 p.m. 
Cost: Jst Yr students: $17.00 

Oldies $20.00 
Enquiries: Ring Lily Wong, phone 60126. 

Please ref er to CMSA newsletter for 
further details. 

Film Evening 
Title: Turning Point 
Date: 5th May (Tuesday) 
Venue: Shelley Common Room 
Time: 7 .30 p.m. 
Cost: Members - 50c 

Non-members - 70c 

Wine Club 
Tasting May 2, SCR, 7.30 p.m. 

New Zealand White and 
Gewurztraminer tasting, the star being 
Matawhero Gewurztraminer 1979. 

Non members welcome. 

NOSAC Forum 
APRIL 29th WEDNESDAY 7.30 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL ROOM 
Student Union Building 

Forum on topics concerning students 
and the development of the society. by 
Thai speaker: 

From Asian Cultural Forum On 
Development (ACFOD} 
-Organised by Canterbury NOSAC. 

a practical workshop in skills in career 
planning and job hunting. 

Morning and afternoon sessions. 

Saturday, 2 May 
Upper Common Roorri, Student Union 
Building. 

Contact Mrs Jill Cotton, Student Services 
Officer, Accommodation and 
Employment Office. 

Late registrations at the door. 

Hall Accommodation 
A place is to become available in 

Rutherford Hall for a male student. 
Phone 43238. -TheWardens. 

.Sports Council AGM 
WHEN: 7.30 p.m. 30th April. 
WHERE: Rm 45. 
WHO: Each sports club is entitled to send 
two delegates. 

Important matters for discussion. Be 
there!! 

Sports Club Grants 
Applications for Club grants are now 
open to form sports clubs. Application 
forms available from the Students' 
Association office. Please complete and 
return to the Sports Officer by the end of 
the first term. 

Radio U 
RADIO U regrets to announce that due 
to unforeseen circumstances the 
broadcast planned for early June will now 
not eventuate. 

The Dragon We will now not be gracing the 
airwaves of Christchurch again until 

St Christo~her's Drama Group . Orientation 1982. You can't be as sorry 
St Christopher's Drama Group will be as we are. 

presenting "The Dragon" by Evgeny : The Radio U club requires a Technical 
Shvarts at Elmwood Playhouse, Fulton Director. A candidate for the position 
Avenue, on April 29th, 30th, May 1st should have a high degree of knowledge 
and 2nd at 8 p.m. First performed in the of the technical aspects of radio, a 
Soviet Union in 1943 and immediately reasonable degree of organisational skill 
banned, it has been translated from the and tons of tolerance. Duties are advising 
original by John Goodliffe of the Russian the Radio U Club Committee on all 
Department. matters technical, and the planning of 

End of Term Survivors Dance, 
Ballroom 8.30 p.m. 

3 Top Christchurch Bands. Watch for 
posters giving more details. 

Wednesday 29 April 
Corso rturns to 'the Foyer with a wide 
range of third world crafts at discounted 
prices. 

Thursday 30 April 
Musoc Variety Concert - Main Foyer. 

Friday 1 May 
Friday Afternoon Bar - L.C.R. - 4 
p.m. - 7 p.m. Light entertainment 
provided. 

Sunday 3 May N.M~T. 
3rd May "Pink Panther/Inspector 
Clouseau Cartoon Parade" and "Monty . 
Python and the Holy Grail". 

The quest of King Arthur and his 
knights for the Holy Grail is given a 
humorous treatment by John Cleese, Eric 
Idle, Michael Palin and their coherts in 
"Monty Python and the Holy Grail", 
which does not contain much of the Grail 
legend,· but makes up for it with an 
abundance of amusing references to the 
Odyssey and other unrelated topics. 

Completing this comedy double feature 
is a "Pink Panther/Inspector Clouseau 
Cartoon Parade", consisti,ng of a selection 
of cartoons featuring these popular comic 
characters. 

The play is a political satire thinly technical aspects of broadcasts - in this 
disguised as a comic pantomine-like fairy case Orientation 1982. Further 
tale. Its theme is the relationship between information can be gained by ringing 
people and their political leaders (alias Michael Higgins (851-234) or Julian 
dragons). It has an obvious relevance to Sinton (557-229). Applications with 
New Zealand, espercially in election year. details of relevant experience should be 
Bookings at Town Hall or ring John placed in the Radio u pigeonhole or Gay Students Society 
Goodliffe, Ext. 8539. Tickets $3, posted to the Club through the Students' 

- • • • bef F ·da 15 h M Meeting to be held Thursday, April 30, Late Medical Insurance Fee Association ore fl y t ay. Music Room, 5.15. lssues to be discussed: 
The late medical insurance fee of $15 El Salvador Group _:_ Allocation of Funds 

will be accepted by the Registry until 12.00 noon - 1.00 p.m., 4.5.81, Monday. - Dances 
May 31st. After this all unins~red slides "El ~alvad?r. in. Crisis", Rm 45, - Gay Pride Week 
students will be charged for consultations. 

1
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Midnight Oil, the devastating Australian rock band will 
be in Christchurch on April 30, May 1 and 2 as part of 
their Head lnjuriesTour. Catch ~hem at the D.B. 
Sandridge Hotel. 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

✓% 

Canta Midnight Oil 
Competition 

Canta has a copy of Midnight Oil's new E.P. and three pa_sses t.? 
Who come into the Canta office on Wednesday, and can answer this 
Question: "What is the name of the new Midnight Oil EP?" 

/ 
/ 

/..1 0 'O¾O Student 
Discount 

/ is avai lable on all 
/ /CAPPERA CONTEMPORARY NEW ZEALAND ART PRINTS (series 2) 

/ / Redeemable at Campbell Grant Gal[ery, 196 Hereford Street or write to 

Capper Press . P.O. Box 1398, Christchurch for your free fully illustrated catalogue . 



Easter 
Tourney: 
An 
Afterview 

Well ... what can you say except it's 
over! Through rain, sleet, wind, sunshine 
(the snow held off) and rip off charters, 
the seven varsity campi gathered in the 
Southern most city of the world, Dunedin 
for New Zealand University Sports 
Union annual Easter tourney. As could 
be expected so close to the pole, the 
weather remained inclement; i.e. it rained 
and flooded the streets and then there 
were heatwaves resulting in droughts, all 
in the same day. 

However such immaterial 
considerations did not affect the students, 
sports and social activities continued on 
regardless. At this time it is appropriate to 
extend a word of congratulation to Otago 
on the organisational front. People 
actually knew what was going on, where 
and how to get there, while the individual 
sports were efficiently run. 

On the sporting front (after all that's 
why we were there ·wasn't it!!!) the bad 
news is we didn't win. (Do we ever!) The 
good news is we finished second to Otago 
and were 20 points clear of Auckland 
who were third. All sports performed well 
and Canterbury never finished worse 
than fourth and in all NZU teams 
Canterbury was represented. 

A brief rundown of results: -

Tennis 
Tennis -deserves special mention, as a 

sport it captured the imagination of 
Varsities this year, and nearly all the top 
New Zealand amateurs were present. 

The Canterbury Women's team of 
Ruth Seeman, Lyn Cowie, Jill Hibbert 
and Dale Mathieson performed especi\llY 
well and won the women's competition 
without dropping a set. The men too did 
well. Unfortunately they were narrowly 
beaten in the final. The top two seeds Phil 
Seeman and Richard Dalman battled 
throughout and were well rewarded with 
victories. The lower rankings of A. Innes 
Walker, Jon Wesneski, and B. Cleverly 
played well throughout and by their play 
kept Canterbury to the fore. 

Volleyball 
Perhaps this could be seen as a 

disappointing tourney for Volleyball, the 
men finished fourth and the women 
finished second. The standard in the 
men's competition was extremely high 
and the young Canterbury team acuitted 
itself well, never being decivisely beaten. 
This augurs well for future years. The 
two most experienced members of the 
Canterbury team Paul Bell, and R. 
Brewster were selected for the NZU 
Volleyball team. 

Rowing 
Overall Canterbury finished second in 

the rowing. In the glamour event the 
Men's Eight. Canterbury finished third. 
It was in the women's event that 
Canterbury did best. (More on rowing to 
follow.) 

Shooting 
Large Bore Shooting was held at 

Milton, this meant a 40 mile bus trip each 
day. However this did not disrupt the 
c;anterbury team which conclusively won 
this event: 

Batteries 
& free Testing 

• * Heavy duty Batteries for all 
Cars, Bikes, Vans. 

* 3 years guarantee 

Mainland 
Ba.tteries 
105MainSou-thRd. 
Upper Riccarton 
Phone 487~722 

Snooker was held in downtown 
Dunedin, and -as in past years the 
Canterbury team won easily. (Mis spent 
youth or time!?) 

Athletics 
A relatively small team participated but 

the results were good and overall 
Canterabury finished third behind Otago 
and Waikato. 

Yachting 
Otago included yachting as a tourney 

§port for the first time since 1979 at 
Auckland. The squadron consisted of six 
"Lasers and sailed on Otago Harbour. 
Sailors cometed with rough seas, and icy 
winds that suddenly increased in velocity. 
The event was hampered by the face that 
Auckland was unable to send its top team 
because of the National Championships. 
In past years yachting has been subject to 
criticism. However if it continues in the 
same vane as this, it should establish itself 
and lead to a revival in yachting on 
campus. 

W aterpolo/Swimming 
The cries were 'We were robbed'. 'We 

think it's a plot'. Waterpolo set out with 
avowed intention (they really were that 
serious [and that's serious]) of winning 
tourney. In the end they finished 
second in both men's and women's. The 
Auckland surfies won the men's final in 
what was an extremely close game. Otago 
women prevailed by a single goal in the 
women's final. (Better luck next time.) 

Cricket 
The ultimate humiliation was being 

beaten by Lincoln. We managed to beat 
Victoria, but lost to Otago and .. . Hence 
we finished third. Although there were no 
stars the team worked well together, and 
generally had a successful tourney. • 

Social 
2 Hops (-stein) 
1 Ball 
1 Drinking Horn 
Every sport a dinner. 
Numerous pub crawls, parties and 

drinking binges (enough said). 

Rugby 
Simon Fraser, 
Sports Officer 

On Saturday the 11th of April the 
Varsity Senior Reserve side made receni 
Club history, with a win over H.S.0.B., 
its first over H.S.O.8. in the Seni()' 
Reserve grade since the early I 960's. I~ 
9-8 ,victory, was, in the words of Crash 
"a thrashing - the score never being i; 
doubt - even when H.S.O.B. missed two 
last minute penalties in front of the 
posts." 

Varsity wins 3 out of 4 
Another historic occasion was the first 

South Island Varsities Rugb1 
tournament, held out • at Lincoln over 
Easter. Varsity"had 3 teams playing, the 
Senior As and Senior Bs and the U20 side, 
with Varsity picking up 3 wins out of 4 
games and with the Lincoln Senior As 
winning the best and fairest competition. 

Varsity-Lincoln U20 Battle 
looms 

On Wednesday (29th April) the Varsity 
U20s play the Lincoln U20 As on the 
llam fields at 2.45, in what promises to be 
an interesting struggle between the two 
top U20 teams in Christchurch. With 
Lincoln no doubt keen to show Varsity 
that they are the top South Island U20 
University side, after Lincoln lost to the 
Otago U20s at Easter, and then saw the 
Canterbury Varsity U20s beat Otago on 
the Monday. 

AfwlNES & SPIRITS 
PERMANENTL YDISCOUNTED 

Save 20% to 50% on 
wholesale liquor prices (plus an 
extra 5% to Student LO.­
cardholders) single bottle 
purchases available at cut' price. 
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WARnER/ 
LIQUOR STORE 
Cathedral Square 
Ph. 63-748 OPEN DAILY 

11 a.m. to10 p.m.Monday to Saturday 
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