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WHEN IT RAINS AU PRINTEMPS 

You ... 
you have all 
the scent 
and sense 
of a downpour 
on a 
spring afternoon (early November), 
You have 
all the 
strength 
of rich newly 
turned earth 
and wet garden flowers. 
You are the sound 
of rain 
on gravel, and you 
je t'aime, and you 
the scent of rain 

S.L. Leonard 
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THE GOLFERS (A painting) 

"good heavens, jane evans" 
said the man 

with one eye 
hanging out 

with yankeezest 
a trait 
his protruding belly-button 
came to life 

clicking 
flashing 

: until it was ushered out 
out of the room 
by an usher 

"good heavens, jane evans" 
"what colours" 

"where's the perspective?" 

"what angular faces 
not normal 
like mine" 

"i like that one 
but there's too much red 
in the frame" 

"oh god, what a drain" 
jane said, 

so 
just to spite 

put up a fight 

the three gaffers turned 
arse about, literally, 

and obstructed 
the yankee's view 

as he turned in disgust 
one of the women 
may even have ... 

well i'm not saying that! 

"good heavens, jane evans". 

Nick Gerritsen 



OUTRIDER 

Jimmy Page 

WEA 

.It's certainly been a good year for Led 
Zeppelin fans so far. First Robert Plant's 
solo LP, and now a new one from Jimmy 
Page, the group's old guitarist. Outrider is 
bound to please any Led Zeppelin fans. The 
sound is very similar to their later albums, 
and steers clear of the excess of Page's ef­
forts with the Firm in the mid eighties·. 

Side one features, surprise, surprise, 
Robert Plant doing all the singing on three 
tracks, including ''Wasting My Time'' the 
hit video and single with all the flashy pos­
ing guitar stuff. Also featured is John 
Bonham's son, Jason, playing the drums, 
so the whole lot very much has an air of Led 
Zeppelin pervading all over the place. The 
other tracks that feature Robert Plant are 
"Wanna Make Love" (ahh, such lyrical 
depth and sublety!) and ''The Only One'' 
which is Okay, but not that remarkable. 

The real high point of Outrider is the in­
strumental tracks. ''Writes of Winter'' and 
"Liquid Mercury" aren't quite so full of 
razzmatazz as the Joe Satrianis of this 

SORO 

Sa/if Keita 

Festival 

world, but nonetheless allows Jimmy 
Page's guitar playing to come to the 
forefront. 

Side two is a bit less hot, with Chris 
Farlow doing the singing. Farlow is an ac­
quired taste that may not be to everyone's 
liking. He's one of those late sixties/ early 
seventies style white blues vocalists, the 
sort that can sound a bit naff at times - all 
lungs and vocal contortions. "Blues 
Anthem" is the weakest of the songs he ' 
sings on, with the lyrics sounding a bit 
hackneyed. "Hummingbird" however, the 
old Leon Russell number, sounds much bet­
ter. Page 's guitar playing on these songs is 
very good, but is the sort of stuff that 
makes some blues purists cringe, much like 
the old Led Zeppelin covers of immortal 
blues classics that tended to get a bit of 
flack thrown at them by critics. 

In sum, a very good album. Outrider 
also avoids that eighties synthesiser pro­
duction wash that tended to water down 
Robert Plant's recent album. It's firmly 
guitar-centered and sounds better as a 
result. 

N.B. Not recommended for Joy Division 
fans. 

Wayne McCal/um 

no doubt have heard on UFM) work well, the 
synthesiser sounds on the second fitting in 
with the mood of the song beautifully. But 
elsewhere the music sounds mechanical. 
"Soro", the title track; has some powerful, 
wailing singing that is not complimented at 
all well by the rigid sounds of the drums and 

Salief Keita is an albino from Mali who is synthesiser. It is a song calling for African 
the descendant of a thirteenth-century king, unity, but itself could do with a bit more uni-
not your everyday sort of guy really. His ty between the instruments and the vocals. 
latest album Soro is a very high-tech Salif Keita has a very distinctive voice, 
African music.albu·m, mixed in Paris on a 48 sometimes dark, always strong in its emo-
track deck, and performed with about a tions. Soro isn't really the sort of album 
dozen ~ackin~ musicians on each ~r~ck, that you get up and dance to. It's more for 
something quite a few European mus1c1ans late night listening, or background music. 
haven_' t had_~ chance to t_ry out,_ let alone_ al~ --- It's the words that are important-, and 
those mus1c1ans back in Africa, putting thankfully there is a lyric sheet so you can 
down demos on tape decks and thanking work out what he's on about to some 
their lucky stars if they get the chance to -extent. 
use_ the t~o-track ,st~dio down at their local ·-· Soro is an album that should prove user-
rad1~ ~tat1on (_that s 1f they ha~e o~e). friendly to listeners of US chart jazz, with 
. It s mt~restmg to h~ar 1f this. f!l1X of an- the music itself being very heavily influenc-

c1ent gnat storytelling tra~1t1ons and . ed by that sort of thing, yet they might find 
m~dern technology_ ac_tually fits together. _ that the singing takes a lot of getting used 
This_ and the ~eav1ly Jazz-mfluen~ed horn to . Somehow the voice and the backing 
section thrown in as well. It does in places , music don't seem to sit well with one 
but in others ends up soun_ding a bit cold. • another. Still , a flawed masterpiece is better 
Two tracks on side two get the balance i than none at all. 
right. "Sina" and "Cano" (the first you will 1 

Wayne McCallum 

VERMILLION 

Three O'Clock 

WEA 

Who? Well, they're on Prince's Paisley 
Park label, which must mean something. 
They're based in LA, and they're a pop 
band. "Oh my Gawd!" I hear you cry. Well, 
they' re not quite as bad as all that. 

It takes courage to be a pop band these 
days. Gone are the good old days of the fif­
ties when kids off tlie street could cut a 
single and hope like hell for a hit. These 
days you need a PR team of 500 hacks, a 
large label's backing, a hot video produced 
by the latest flash in the pop video pan, 
global distribution, an ego the size of a 
horse and a pimple-free complexion. And if 
you fall flat on your face you can't hide 
behind your street credibility like the "alter­
native" bands and snipe at corporate 
capitalism ·_ you played their game and 
you lost so you ' re out on you ear and back 
in the obscurity you started with. 

Three O'clock are playing their game but 
they are caught in a quandary - how do 
you stay a pop band in the US, hope to re­
tain some individuality, AND gain some 
amount of commercial success at the same 
time? You compromise of course -
musically, Vermillion is a compromise. 
These guys have some degree of talent -
they have a qood qrasp of vocal harmony 
and can sing a good tune, something pop 

artists aren't reknowned for these days 
(take away your average pop brat's drum 
machine and autopilot synth and what do 

• you have left? Sweet F all) . So you get three 
really quite good songs; '·' Love Explosion" 
"To Be Where You Are" , and "Time~ 
Going Slower''. Songs that are fai~y 
disposable, but reasonably catchy, with a 

few idiosyncratic touches like a sitar sound 
reverse guitar (taped and then mixed dow~ 
in reverse) and so on . 

And then you get the conve:1tion-~idden 
stuff - the beatbox drums on "Neon 
Telephone", that Foreigner guitar stuff on 
' 'World On Fire'' and those samey cord in­
versions and synthesiser sounds that 
bedevil American pop. All of it aimed for the 
great American average record buyer. Yet 
it's all in vain, because the great American 
consumer is deluged with similar product, 
so he or she will go for the Starships and 
Madonnas of this world - names they're 
familar with. They won't want to hear a 
bunch of unknowns on that weirdo Prince's 
little label. And they' II listen to those first 
couple of songs in the shops and thinK 
''What the * * * * is this?'' and discard it 
before they get to all the .other songs that 
were aimed for them. 

And Three O'clock will get their option 
dropped and end up in obscurity because 
they preferred to be a pop band rather than 
sticking to the safe obscurity of the college 
radio "underground" and retaining their 
own sounds. Yeah, it takes courage to bea 
pop band these days., I hope I'm wrong. 
Good luck guys. 

Wayne McCal/um 
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__________ ..,., _______________ , POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA 

SPORTS NOTICE 

Applications are now open for the 1989 BNZ Winter Tournament Controller. This 
tournament i.s being ~eld at Canter~urx University from the 21st till 25th August. If 
you've been involved m sports organisation and/ or have been to a Winter Tournament 
or two you could well be the right person for the job. The work for the tournament is 
already under way. 

Tasks of the tournament organiser are: 
_ To contact sports officers from other varsities and ensure they know what the 
tournament organisation is and find out what their organisation is going to be (number of 
competitors) 
_ co-ordinate the tournament management, and sports controllers. 
_ Handle any crisis situations that arise. 
_ Write a report on the tournament for N.Z.U.S.A. (easy if you get sports controllers to 
do their sport). 
- and other minor things. 

If you are keen to do the job please submit a short history of your sporting and 
academic achievements and reasons why you would like to do the job. There is an 
honorarium for doing the job and it looks good on your C.V . 

If you want to find out more please feel free to ask Meta Snegirev, the Clubs Offrcer 
for information. He can be found refereeing basketball 1 - 3 pm Wednesdays and 1 - 4 
pm . 
Fridays at the Rec. Centre or most other afternoons in the Exec. Workroom. 

Please submit your application by September 21st to either Sam Fisher or Meta 
Snegirev. 

BLUES NOMINATIONS 

Nominations for Canterbury University Blues will be accepted by the Clubs Officer until 
September 30th. Sports Clubs that have members who have reached the Blues standard 
for their sport should send the nominations with a record of the persons achievements in 
their respective sport to the Clubs Officer by September 30th. 

As well, people who were awarded Canterbury University Blues in 1986 and 1987 that 
haven't received them yet should inform the Clubs Officer, so that they can be · sorted 
out at the same time. 

CLUBS OFFICER 1989 

Nominations are now open for the Clubs' Officer for 1989. This an executive position, 
that is elected by the combined meeting of the Cultural and Sports Councils on 
September 28th. 

The person elected is responsible for general administration of clubs, club enquiries as 
well as general executive duties. For more information ask the Clubs' Officer or the 

_ President, they'll be happy to explain more fully the requirements of the position. 

A talk, questions and comments by 
Penwell Maduna (African National 

Congress, Consitutional Department). 
Friday, 16 September, CORSO, 

206 Barbadoes Street, 7.30 pm. 

PACIFIC JOURNALISM 

Manukau Polytechnic in Auckland offers a -
six month Pacific Island Journalism course 
each year. A short introductory course for 
prospective students will be held in 
Christchurch over the weekend of 8 and 9 
October (Fee: $11.00). Contact ·J.N. Mane, 
Room 221, School of Fine Arts (Telephone 
667-001, extension 8164) for futher 
information. 

EDUCATION ACTION 

Education Action Group Meetings 
Thursday 1 - 2 pm in the Boardroom. 

THE SUBWAY 

Friday Night: 
Wax Tadpole 
New Reality Jam Session 

Saturday Night: 
Wax Tadpole 
The Naked Room 

NOTICE OF ½ A.G.M. 

The ½ A.G.M . of U.S.C.A. 
will be held on September 28th. 

BREWSOC MEETING 

A home brew tastings evening will be held on 
Wednesday, 14th September, at 7.30 pm in 
the Reading Room (upstairs past CANTA). 
This is traditionally a good. time to swap recipes 
or find out what might have gone wrong if you 
are having problems. So get some brew 
together and come along. Supper is provided 
and everyone is welcome! 

TRAMPING CLUB Nominations will close September 23rd, and need to be handed to the President or the 
Clubs' Officer by 5 pm on that day. 

This Wednesday 14th September, 7.30 pm, 
---------------------------•International Room is CUTC's ½ AGM for 

1988. Your chance to elect a new Club Captain, 

EXAMINATIO~ TECHNIQUES 

Before the Exam 
By now you should have obtained 

examination papers from previous years 
and you should have worked out a swot plan 

• for the whole term. If not - -do so. Time is 
running out. Knowing what to swot and 
allowing time for it is half the battle. 

For the rest of the term and throughout 
the examination period, maintain a 
systematic approach. Don't give up all other 
activities. Get regular exercise, the usual 
amount of sleep and take the occasional 
night off. 

H~w you revise will vary according Jo the 
subJect and type of questions you will be 
asked. What is the examiner looking for? 
e.g. factual knowledge? A logical well­
planned answer? Accuracy in problem 
solving? Understanding of difficult 
concepts? 

In _general, it is just as important to 
practise getting information out of your 
h~~d- as it is to cram more and more in. Try 
d1v1~mg questions in each topic area and 
outline answers to your questions i.e. avoid 
~ote learning. Try to understand ideas and 
important concepts. 

If time is short, concentrate on the main 
features of the course not on confusing 
details. ' 

b 
Don't try to learn any new work the night 

efore the exam. Read your short summary 
~f the course and go to ,bed at your usual 
~ime. Make sure you have everything ready 
for the morning. 

STUDENT HEAL TH . 
Do not review work immediately before 

the exam. Arrive near the exam centre in 
plenty of time, but do not join the crowd at 
the door until the last minute. 

be read. 
Only after doing this preparation should 

you begin to write" full answers. There are 
two advantages in this approach: 

(a) answering the easiest questio□ first 
In the Exam Room helps your morale. 

Allocate your time carefully. (b)attempting something on every 
(a) Initial reading, time allotment, question stimulates recall on the more 

choosing questions, writing brief notes difficult ones. 
(10 - 15 minutes in a 3-hour exam) . Attempt something on all questions 

(b) Final reading, checking of spelling required. If for any reason you run short of 
and other areas (5 - 10 minutes). time and have two or more questions left to f 

(c) Allot each question an appropriate answer, write skeleton answers to each. Set 
proportion of the remaining time according them out in note form with paragraphs 
to its value. quoted 1. 2. 3. etc. where relevant. 

(d) Treat your time allocation as a guide Essay answers - try to include 3 main 
only. Don't spoil a good answer for the sake points. These should be introduced in the 
of a couple of minutes. first paragraph (1. 2. 3.), elaborated in the 

Read the examiner's instructions at the ensuring paragraphs (1. 2. 3.) and brought 
top of the page carefully, noting for together again in a summative 
example, the division of the paper into recombination of ideas in the final 
sections. Make sure you answer the correct paragraph (1. 2. 3.). 
number of questions, neither more or less. Scientific problems _ use diagrams 

Read every question carefully. Be certain copiously. Define important terms. Indicate 
that you are answering the question as the logic of solution. Use symbols as much 
given and not the question you would like. as possible in the logic development, 
Irrelevant answers are heavily penalised. substitutions in values in the last stage. 
Note key words e.g . compare, define, (The numeric result is usually less important 
criticise etc. than the logic of your solution) . 

Whether selection of questions is It is to your advantage to make things 
permitted or not, you should sort out your easier for the examiner. Write legibly, 
choices in the order in which you can most number and letter your answers clearly. 
easily answer them. Jot down a few brief Leave a blank space at the end of each 
notes on your first choice, then on your__ answer in case you wish to add something 
second and so on until you have written later. 
something on each question selected . Cross Finally, read over your answers, checking 
out later everything that you do not wish to • spelling and other areas. 

Treasurer, Steeds Hut Officer, Secretary and 
Trips Officer for next year and have your say on 
other matters concerned with the running of the 
club. 

On Thursday 15th September, 7.30 pm, in 
Rm 45 there will be a leadership training 
seminar. All sorts of practical skills for leading 
trips will be discussed. 

This Saturday 17th there will be a practical 
exercise at Mt Oxford practicising the things 
discussed on Thursday night - including 
navigation, route finding and bushcraft skills. 
For more information on either of these phone 
Ross W on 798-311. 

And remember those TROP articles .or else 
. Rob and Gav will stay disillusioned with the_· lot 
of you. 

RECREATION CENTRE ACTIVITIES 

OFF SEASON WEIGHT TRAINING AND 
CONDITIONING PROGRAMMES 
Rugby, Rugby League, Mon. Sept. 12th, 

6 - 7 pm. 
Soccer, Mon. Sept. 12th, 7 - 8 pm. 
Volleyball, Tue. Sept. 14th, 6 - 7 pm. 
Hockey, Wed. Sept. 14th, 6 - 7 pm 
Basketball, Thurs. Sept. 15th, 7.30 - 8.30 pm. 

FILMSOC 

13 September Sociology, 
15 September Youth Centre 
OSSESSIONE 
{OBSESSION) Italy, 1942. Dir. Luchino 
Visconti. Based on the novel THE 
POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE by 
James M. Cain. N.Z. Premiere, Complete, 
reconstructed version, 1988. 

FRESH · FISH DAILY 

Wholesale & Retail' prices 
Seafood Specialists 
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N CONFUSSION 
Dear Blair, 
• After reading your book review on 
Britains Nuclear Nightmare I was 
compelled to put pen to paper. I have no 
beef about your criticisms of the current 
British nuclear establishment. But what I 
must object to is your anti-nuclear ' 
sentiments, these are narrow minded and 
so conservative to make me sick. 

Nuclear power is a MUST have if our race 
is to continue to expand. I agree that 
FISSION is a dangerous method of power 
generation, but FUSION will be used, 
(unless our civilization collapses repeatedly 
for the rest of its duratton, or a major 
energy break-through is made with a 
currently nonexistent process). 

Natural and solar energy sources are 
nowhere near sufficient to keep a major 
civilization going. And if we attempt to leave 
this solar system en masse, the energy 

needs will quadruple at least. 
Think ahead before you start generally 

denouncing something. Nuclear energy is 
vital to the continuation of the human race . 

Yours, 
Phillip Aitchison. 

P.S. Regarding your statement at the 
start of your review, the unusual deaths of 
defence scientists made major European 
headlines for weeks. 

Dear Phillip - Fusion technology is 
far from developed and unlikely to be 
L!_Sed in power generation this century. 
Can we actually survive decades of 
the dangerous fission method - Ed. 

LOONY LEFT 

Dear CANTA, 
I· see your anti-American bullshit peddling 

editor has not passed up the opportunity to 
give the pet paranoid prejudices of the loony 
left a good airing. 

He claims that "6 times the people (of 
Belau) have prevented the compact of free 
association with the US) going ahead". 
Actually the Belauans have voted from 50% 
(Feb 83) to 73% (Aug 87) in favour of the 
compact. Therefore it was not prevented by 
the people but by a quirk of the Belauan 
constitution that says it can't be changed as 
long as 2.5.01% say no - something I 
regard as undemocratic. So when the 
pacifists go on about supporting the people 
of Belau they do not refer to the pro- • 
American majority but that minority who 
n.ave dug their own ''anti-nuclear'' hole aAd 
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then whinge when the Americans w0, 
continue to give ·them handouts. 

He also trots out the charge of '' America 
involvement in thge Fiji coup'', alludin~ 
"very convincing evidence". w~ 
evidence? What did Rabuka need h 
Americans for? What do the Yanks have1 
gain by having a racist cretin in pow~ 
Indeed he partially contradicts himself w~e 
he refers to domestic politics being ~ 
cause of the coup earlier in the editorial. · 

He correctly states ''the changing Sou­
Pacific is not an easy region • 
understand''. I suggest he heeds his ~ 
words and discard his- "blame it on tti 
Yanks" philosophy. _ 

Yours sincereti 
Steve Wratha 

Dear Steve - well I guess I'd rathi 
be called an anti-American bullsti 
peddler than a narrow-minde: 
conservative, but you have missed~ 
line of discussion in the editorii 
American involvement and dometJ, 
politics of the pacific are not mutu~ 
exclusive in terms of discuss/~ 
recent developments in the regirx 
The point of contact is what I wt 
alluding to so I was certainly ro 
'blaming it on the yanks' - Ed 

Dear CANTA, 
While it was nice to hear from Ste1t 

Cowan in your letters column late last tew 
I fear that he and his young friends ~, 
rather got the wrong end of the stick. Ir 
sure he's committed, as we all are, qi' 

- deeply to a socialist revolution, but Ii 
think he is going about it in the wrong WiJ 

A revolution of the type that Marx envis~ 
wlll not come about through the Qlf. 

incrementation of reforms, nor will 
happen because of middle-class radici 
preaching from their pulpits to a worn1 

class that is not listening. A Marx . 
revolution must come from a crisis 
capitalism so severe that there is no o 
choice. This will not happen if the wo • 
class are protected from worst excesses 
capitalism by piecemeal reforms. Only 
capitalism is left unfettered will its 
contradictions lead to a crisis so deep 
~evolution is inevitable. Therefore, all of 
committed Socialists as we are, and St 
Cowan, must join the Hugh Fletchers of 
world and press for the com~ 
deregulation of the marketplace in the 
that capitalism will not be able to con 
itself. 

Graham Davidg; 

Dear CANTA, 
Where are all the Craig Youngs Gone! 

A Sassenat 

Dear Blairh andh theh Fifthh, 
lh wouldh appreciateh ith muchly~ 

theh h thath likesh myh nameh soh m 
(lasth weeksh Cantah) couldh beh left~,_ __ 
th.eh toyh boxh inh futureh. 

TERTAINME 
Dear Blair, 

I would like to suggest that a column 
devoted to entertainment each wee~ 
would personally find a live music cale 
and reviews most helpful. More film 
restaurant / cafe reviews would also 
down well. 

Yours .. 
'Un'blissful/y UnaVI 

I agree, would you like to write th 
-Ed. 

REPLY IN BR .F 
Dear D.A. Blowers - letter or teat 
Please identify self. 


