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everything [ooks washe/|8

out. Blue and Gray,
You go blind When yvou
walk in the shade, it
all goes red, flashing,
then black.
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Qur topsoil Is rich with

We have tp make sure
we cut the (awn every
week, or it will get ~
away on us.
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When it blows real hard
like this, the ¢louds
foir race across the
5&351"{'0”1 and Pm_lle.d
to rags as they go.

CLo‘Ehes dry real
quick too.
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__} Topdressing in high
. jwind must be one
~Fhellava job.

ike every emotive issue, the Maori Students
Officer(s) fracas has generated a lot of heat but
not much light. Before getting into detail on
the issues raised at the AGM of June 5, | feel it
is worth pointing out the fact of student apathy
towards student politics.
The AGM attracted about 170 people, |
qnted more in the main cafe at the time the meeting was
forum on treaty issues attracted less than 60 people. A
endum obviously related to the Exec/Te Akatoki issue
; 1 grand total of 559 votes.
There are over 11 000 students on this campus. It is
fious that at least 95% of the student body couldn’t give a
what happens in student politics. Most of us are here to
#adegree, not to posture on principles and petty
diyschool politics. Having got that off my chest, let us get
ek to the issues.
Te Akatoki want:
1) A permanent funding formula, under which Te
Hatoki receive 50% of the StudAss fee paid by
Vaori students.

B [donot have a problem with this, with the

iso that unspent money is returned to the
fiec and that there is proper accountability.
2) Two Maori Students Officers on Exec.
Surely one would suffice.
) The MSOs should be elected by
Te Akatoki.
Again, why? Although Te
fatoki claim to represent the
] i students on
, attendance at their
ings will quickly show
"esame 10-20 people. I'm
ftknocking them, at least
"&y're willing to do some
it work. The numbers
dlacted to their meetings is indicative
ilne fact that Maori students are just as
ic about student politics as non-Maori

Aldents,

Tomy mind the MSO should be elected in the
“Me manner as every other member of Exec. If this
"ans running the risk of Bentley being voted in by
“neck wankers, | say let’s take that chance. | like nothing
"t than exposing the “we’re all one people” brigade as the
ocentric dorks they really are. If Te Akatoki wish to
€ a candidate for the position, that's fine by me. A
ite with the endorsement of Te Akatoki should and
ly would win.
Now a word or two on R.E. McRae’s contribution te Say

What?! | agree that many at the AGM of June 5 behaved in an
aggressive, threatening, boorish manner. | felt embarrassed
and disgusted by the loudmouths who think name-calling is a
substitute for debate. As for the wanker who threw a cup at a
speaker, please stay at home if you can’t control yourself.
Even halfwits should be allowed to have their say without
rude interruptions.

By the way R. E. McRae, who told you that you “have no
right to be in this country”? Anyone with citizenship,
Permanent Residence, or a visa has every right to be here.

Quite frankly, | find the comparisons between
Apartheid in South Africa and the issue of Maori
Student Officers to be both inaccurate and deeply
offensive. As human beings there are those things
we have in common, and those things that make
us different. Having an M5O would not
convert the Maori into the Master
Race, it would simply put a
Maori voice on Exec. A
voice which is lacking - a
situation in New Zealand
universities unique to
Canterbury.
Apartheid was about
one racial group trying to
give itself permanent
dominance over every other
racial group, based purely on the fact
that one racial group held itself to superior
to the others. One MSO would not bring
about such a situation. Until 1960 the bulk of
white New Zealanders kowtowed to the South
Africans on the issue of the racial composition
of the All Black teams. It was deemed more
important to “build bridges” with white foreigners
rather than brown New Zealanders.
So please, don’t hand me this apartheid crap when all we

want is for our voice to be heard.
C. C. McDowall
(Many of these issues will be raised at the UCSA Half AGM, on
Sept 14, 1pm, SCR. See next week’s CANTA for details.)




Sex and Gender
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L ECISIONS
Most of us have experienced the effects of rap¢

vailable in the Women’s Room, Exee Workroom and CANTA). It’ll

nd hope v 1h 1l system will seem less confusing and hostile.

LEGA EFINITION
Sexual violation is illegal. This is
a) rape or
b) unlawful sexual connection. Rape is
penetration of the vagina by the penis
without consent, and unlawful sexual
connection is penetration of the vagina or
anus by another part of the body or object,
or oral sex

Consent must be genuine - not because
you or someone else is threatened with
force, or because you fear force, or if you
mistake the person’s identity or the nature of
the act (eg you thought it was a medical).
¢ The rapist is only taken to court if a
complaint is made and there’s enough
evidence
* You can complain in any circumstance: if
it's your partner, ex-partner, if it happened
while you were a child, if you're a sex
industry worker, if you were on drugs, or
have a criminal record. IT’S STILL RAPE!
s No time limits to complaints, but the
sooner the better. You can change your
mind at any time
* Media won't identify you
* You may take a friend
VHAT TO TI
» everything you remember of the incident

¢ whether you had sex with the rapist
before or after the rape
* whether you're a sex worker (this doesn't
change what happened)
* how the rape affected you and your family
(“victim impact statement”)
* The police may ask about previous sexual
experience as the defence may bring it up

1L POLICE

You don't have to have a physical exam, but
evidence can be found on your clothes and
body, so police will want to keep your
clothes and for you not to shower until the
physical.

The exam can be by a police doctor,
your own, or one from a HELP centre. You
can ask for a female doctor but one may not
be available.

The exam doesn't include pregnancy or
HIV/AIDS tests.

* correct any details and sign statement

s identifying the rapist. This may involve
supplying name and info, and picking out
mugshots or an identity parade (through a
one-way mirror). You don’t have to do this,
but it's important. You can take a friend.

e The police decide whether to prosecute,
what to charge, and which lawyer (as they

nll t‘N

- directly or T.‘l:'m:;_*h SOMEeEone wi
r to report the erime. The following comes from
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know. In dea o with it.

the Rape Survivors’

make informed decision

have to prove the crime).

* |lack of evidence doesn’t mean they don't
believe you

* rapists under 17 go to a Family Group
Conference. You (and a friend) are entitled
to attend

¢ The rapist may get bail. Let the police
know if you're concerned for your safety,
You have the right to have this explained to
the court.

IEFCORE
. k(’op in contact wnh the officer handling
the case
 “guilty” plea: you don’t have to give
evidence
¢ “not guilty” plea: the depositions
(preliminary) hearing decides whether
there’s enough evidence. No verbal
evidence is needed unless you choos
give it, or if the court decides your wi
statement isn’t sufficient (rare)
e practise role plays, talk to a law
community law centre or Citizens J
Bureau. Ask police any questions. Visit the
court before the trial.

* You're the most important witness. A
friend can be in the box with you, v
talking. The court is closed, the

present, and your name and ider
information is suppressed.

* You can't have notes

¢ Tell the whole story loudly and slowly.
Ask if you want questions repeated

* The rapist is normally present

* The defence may try to show you'rer
credible witness. For leading questions, you
must answer yes/no.

* you can only be L|u(“~t|{Jr\[ d about your
sex life or sexual orientation i

allows it as relevant

e “guilty” means proven beyond rea
doubt

* the rapist can appeal within 1(
appeal looks at points of law not
you don’t need to give evidence

* the rapist can be re-tried if ac

* you can appeal a prejudiced |t

to the prosecution and/or police

,-\ fine, (ommumry service, reparation 10
you, or (most usually) imprisonment.

COMPLAI \ )
Contact a support person, communit
centre, a HELP organisation, senior
officer, or Police Complaints /




