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what is the position of women in 
revolutionary china 

by Gordon Farris. 
We live in a society that leans on, 
drags down, oppresses, exploits and 
degrades one half of the population 
or our earth. Wherever we turn we 
are continually bombarded by the mass 
media as to the .physical aspects of 
women. 

After visiting the People's Republic 
of China, with the N.Z. China Society 
during April and May, and seeing the 
position there and the attitude of 
the men I thought maybe some people 
would like to hear of our experiences 
there relating to the position of 
women in the New China. 

First I would like to say that what 
is being presented are my own views 
rightly or wrongly . If anyone has any 
criticism to make they may get in tou­
ch with me or reply through the let­
ters to the editor. Only by such a 
process can we learn more about the 
means necessary in promoting the 
role of women in the revolutionary 
change whicr is indeed necessary if 
women are to be emancipated. 

Engels said: "The emancipation of 
women and their equality with men 
are impossible and must remain so 
as long as women are excluded from 
socially productive work and res­
tricted to housework, which is pri­
vate. The emancipation of women 
becomes possible only when women 
are enabled to take part in produc­
tion on a large social scale, and 
when domestic duties - require their 
attention only to a minor degree." 

We would be fools to think that 
with socialism women would auto­
matically become completely equal. 
There would be the continued con­
tradiction of the old ways and the 
new 'basically related to the class 

system. Not only would this con­
tradiction involve men but fellow women 
as well. 

Before Liberation in China women were 
not only exploited by feudalism, bureau-

cratic-capitalism and imperialism but 
also religious authority, family autho­
rity and authority of the husband. 

During the war against Japanese aggres­
sion the women played a great role in 
the victory of the Communist forces. 
Some took a direct part in the fighting 
at the front, s ome served as couriers 
and medical workers. Others in the city 
worked in the factories to help in the 
production of clothing and other arti­
cles to be sent to the army. 

In 1950, after the founding of the 
People's Republic of China, it was wri­
tten into the constitution that women 
"enjoy equal riehts with men i n al l 
spheres of political, economic, cul­
tural, so cia.1 and t amily life." 

In all aspects of life, that we saw 
during our vis i t, I have come to the 
conclusion that women have more rights 
than some of their fellow sisters in 
feminist groups seem to see. 

We saw women who were bottle washers, 
kitchen hands and baby sitters. But 
we also saw men doing the same jobs. 
They have equal pay for equal work. 

It is very important to realize that 
the majority of women in China after 
Liberation were greatly influenced by 
the feudal and bourgeois thinking of 
the old society. Only a few, a very 
few who had progressive ideas recog­
nized this. 

These people, helped by the Communist 
Party, set up a programme that trained 
women to do jobs traditionally done by 
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men. There are an unlimited number of 
examples. Women employed to operate 
farm tools, machines and tractors , also 
technicians in water conservancy, 
forestry and fishing, electricians, 
surgeons, oil field management and so 
on. 

Women also particip9-te in state affairs, 
Al though I know that women are elected 
to the National People's Congress and 
to membership on the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Party, the figures I 
can't present and it would be back­
benching if I tried to discuss this . 
However, I do know that the members 
of the revolutionary committees we met 
at the factories and communes visited 
had a proportion of not less than 
thirty-five per cent women. That is 
to say that at least one out of three 
members was a woman. 

Why not fifty or seventy-five per cent1 
Part of the answer lies, I believe , in 
the philosophy of Marxism-Leninism and 
Mao Tse Tung thought. There may be , 
there probably are, women who could 
serve at a higher level than they now 
do. Combining the principles of 
"serve the people" and that "a high 
political level raises ability", these 
women are concentrating their efforts 
in helping educate, along with the 
Party, their fellow women. 

Not unil their political conscious­
ness becomes higher will these women 
be able to take a more active part in 
the state affairs. This is where the 
State's contribution comes into the 
pict~re. With the setting up of 
creches, family planning clinics, 
abortion, free contraceptives, the 
women are invited to take part in 
servious discussion and study which 
will help in the building of a new 
China and the continuation of the 
Revolution. 
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[ how the usa spies on its friends 
The information in the following article is based on 

n interview with a former analyst with the United 
;tates National Security Agency, published in RAMPARTS 
in August 1972. 

NSA provides an estimated 80% of all valid U.S. 
intelligence. NSA, created in 1952, simply gathers 
intelligence - it does not formulate policy or carry out 
operations, but its systematic Signals Intelligence intercept 
mission is clearly prohibited by the Geneva Code. NSA 
·s a highly bureaucratised, highly technological intelligence 
I . . . 
mission whose breadth and technological soph1st1cat1on 
appear remarkable even in an age of imperial responsibil­
ities and electronic wizardry. 

In the interview, the analyst graphically describes 
how NSA monitors communications from every "targeted 
country". "As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, we 
know the whereabouts at any given time of all its 
aircraft, exclusive of small private places, and its naval 
forces including its missile submarines. The fact is that 
we're able to break every code they've got, understand 
every type of communications equipment and encipher­
ing device they've got. We know where their submarines 
are what every one of their submarines are, what every 
on; of their VIP's is doing, and generally their capabilities 
and the dispositions of all their forces. This information 
is constantly computer correlated, up-dated, and the 
operations go on twenty-four hours a day". In effect, 
Ramparts points out, if the U.S. knows where every 
Soviet missile installation, military aircraft and missile 
submarine is at any given moment, it is much closer 
than anyone realised to a first-strike capacity that would 
cripple the Soviet Union's ability to respond. 

But the spying is not only limited to America's 
enemies. When the analyst was asked how NSA related 
to its allies in intelligence matters he replied: "The 
Signals Intelligence community (SIGINT) was defined by 
a top-secret treaty signed in 1947. It was called the 
UKUSA treaty. The National Security Agency signed for 
the USA, and became what is known as the First Party 
to the Treaty. Great Britain's GCHO signed for them, 
the CBNRC for Canada, and the DSD (Defence Signals 
Division of the Australian Defence Department) for 
Australia and New Zealand. They're all called Second 
Parties. In addition, several countries have signed on 
- ranging from West Germany to Japan - over the years 
as Third Parties. Among the First and Second Parties 
there is supposed to be a general agreement not to restrict 
data. Of course, it doesn't work out this way in practice . 
The Third Party countries receive absolutely no material 
from us, while we get anything they have, although it's 
generally of pretty low quality. We also worked with 
so-called neutrals who weren't parties to the UK USA 
treaty . They'd sell us intelligence. For instance, the 
Finns were selling us everything they could collect 
over radar on their Russian border. As it works out, the 

A young Australian was fined $50 with 
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the person was arrested, a man bought 
goods to the value of $3. 99 and paid 
fo r them with marked notes to the 
~ lue of $4. He instructed the 
counter-hand to keep the cent change 
(b ig hearted!) and departed. At 
l,45 p.m. the counter-hand's cash 
~ gister was searched for the marked 
no tes - they weren't found, but they 
Were later found in his pocket. In 
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of money, and was returning to 
Australia soon. 
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treaty is a one-way street. We violate it even with our 
Second.Party allies by monitoring their communications 
secretly." 

Do they know this? "Probably. In part, we're 
allowed to do it for communications security purposes 
under NATO. There's supposed to be a random checking 
of security procedures. But I know we also monitor their 
diplomatic stuff constantly. In England, for instance, 
our Chicksands installation monitors all their communic­
ations and the NSA unit in our embassy in London 
monitors the lower-level stuff from Whitehall. Again 
technology is the key. These allies can't maintain 
security even if they want to. They're all working with 
machines we gave them. There's no chance for us to be 
on a par with them technologically." 

The significance of NSA's spying operations is 
obvious, particularly in regard to America's aggressive 
capabilities. That the New Zealand Government should 
have been roped into this twenty-seven years ago without 
the New Zealand people having been told, and that suc­
cessive governments have allowed this situation to 
continue is also disturbing. 

In 1947, the government did not see fit to have its 
own voice in the treaty and an Australian agency signed 
on our behalf. The main function of the Defence Signals 
Division (Australian signatory to the treaty) is to 
eavesdrop on military and civil communications in 
South East Asia, and to feed the information it collects 
back into the Joint Intelligence Organisation, Australia's 
most important intelligence agency. According to the 
Australian Financial Review, 16/4/73, CIA 
men sit in on ,UO meetings. 

America's contemptible disregard for its own allies 
and its own treaties speaks for itself. Watergate-style 
deceit, paranoia and distrust predictably extends into 
the field of international communications espionage. Next 
time you ring your neighbour, bear in mind the NSA 
monitors and records every trans Atlantic telephone 
call. The USA may be on your line. 
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i 
We would go to the hills often 
would sit and watch the morning flower 
rise at first dawn, an arbitary hour, 
no one there knows time. 

This grey mist finds our hills bare 
fire swept land brushes dust; 
the mist is not fog 
logs still remain, burning. 

ii 
Paralyse the man, paralyse the state, 
Paralytic Statesman sacrificing fate: 

Tell me who makes the bread, Mr Cripple 
Tell me who rolls the dough 
Then I will feed you , Mr Cripple 
On bones of sorrow. 

The marrow has gone, Mr Cripple 
The marrow has gone 
Vultures are fast, Mr Cripple 
Vultures are fast. 

They feed well, Mr Cripple 
Like your children do 
Are they fast, Mr Cripple 
Are they fast too? 

You made this hell, Mr Cripple 
This hell belongs to you 
Would you feed well, Mr Cripple 
On cinders and dew? 

Tell me who makes the bread , Mr Cripple 
Tell me who rolls the dough 
And I will see you fed, Mr Cr ipple 
On bones of sorrow. 

B. A. Roscoe 
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In CANTA 13 we published our legal deal ings with 
the Chancellor (Mr J. N. Matson) so far. Things have 
now progressed . CANTA's lawye r, Don Stringer, wrote 
to Matson asking for a public apology (see letter). · 
Matson duly replied (see hi s letter). 

At last CANTA knows where it stands in rel ation t o 
Matson's allegations of an emphasis on "bizarre sexual 
behaviour" . Or rather where we don't stand . The 
Chancellor did refer to the orient ation broadsheet in 

Cl IANCELLOR .RE• 
VEALS IGNORANCE 

his graduation ceremony speech, a fact not reported in 
the "Press". Stringer's first letter used the wo rds " If 
you've been correctly quoted by the Press ... " Matson 
replied" . . . I do not think it would help fo r me to 
comment on the contents or accuracy of the report to 
which you refer" . In other word~. he didn't say that he 
was misquoted or insufficiently quoted. 

About this orientation broadsheet. Unfo rtunately 
we can't reprint it for you to make up your own minds 
about but you no doubt know the one referred to . 
It contained Ariglo-Saxonisms, and extracts from under­
ground comics featuring assorted male and female 
genitals, a man pulling himself off, and a fellow trying 
to abort his lady with a bit of wire. It caused a bit of 
a stir at the time - there was the odd letter to CANT A 
about it, a University employee was heard to say that it 
was the product of a depraved mind, and Jim Benefield 
received a phone call from a detective who said that good 
old Patricia Bartlett had complained about it. Everybody 
then forgot about it. Except the Chancellor, ·it seems_ 
CANTA can state quite unequivocally, for the benefit 
of Mr Matson and anybody else that's interested, that 
it had absolutely nothing to do with this broadsheet_ 
Why should it have? Orientation publications and indeed 
all of orientation week were quite separate activities. Due 
to the nature of the broadsheet, our lawyer wouldn't 
have passed it and our printers certainly wouldn't have 
printed it. Bearing those things in mind, I wouldn't 
even have considered it for publication. None of this 
should be seen as an apology for the broadsheet's 
contents, I'm just stating facts. 

Matson referred to that broadsheet in his speech, and 
he also made his reference to CANTA, reportecj in the 
"Press". He still hasn't produced one example to back 
up his claim about CANT A - if that orientation broad­
sheet is his evidence, then he's in deep trouble, because, 
as I've just stated, CANTA had absolutely nothing to do 
with it. 

We have instructed Stringer to write again to Matson ' 
giving him a final cbance to publicly withdraw his state­
ment and publicly apologise. 

- Ed. 

J. N. Matson, Esq., 
P.O. Box 1707, 
CHRISTCHURCH. 

Dea r Sir, 

Re : Canta 

20th Ju ne, 1974 

I acknowledge receipt of you r letter of 7th 
June in reply to my lette r of 6th June. 

I am instructed to advise that my client is not 
at all satisfied. We are of course aware what 
is in Canta and cannot yet see any item which 
you could refer to in the terms you are quoted 
in the Press. 

We have been instructed to ask for a public 
apology for the remarks made: 

Messrs D. H. Stringer·& Co., 
Solicitors, 
P.O. Box 1386, 
CHRISTCHURCH. 

Dear Sirs, 

Yours faithfully, 
D.H. STRINGER & CO., 
Per: 

D_ H. STRINGER 

21st June, 1974 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th June. Your 
client Association may not ha~e mentioned to you the orientation 
broadsheet which was the document first referred to . You may care 
to consider that. 

Yours faithfully , 

J. N. Matscin 

DE SIWA DROPS US A LIDE 
CANT A recently received a wad of Malaysian High 

Commission handouts, sent with the compliments of 
High Commissioner Jack de. Silva. It put heavy emphasis 
on the recent surrender of_482 Communists in Sarawak. 
Another item was a quote from the "Straits Times" 
entitled "Reds Starve to Death". The letter reproduced 
here was sent to all Malaysian students on the High 
Commission's mailing list. Another example of de 
Silva's attempts at intimidation. An interesting feature 
was that the High Commission included copies of a 
"People's Voice" article on the Sarawak surrender in 
their handouts. 

Dear Saudara, 

COLLAPSE OF COMMUNIST TERRORIST 
MOVEMENT IN OUR COUNTRY 

As you may be aware, there was no publicity in New 
Zealand last month regarding the splendid victory of the 
Malaysian Government and its Security Forces. The 
mass surrender of 482 communist guerrillas (the total 
now is over 500) on 4th March, 1974, was a most signif­
icant and positive development for our Nation and for 
the region of Southeast Asia. These former guerrillas 
are now preparing to re-enter society and to participate 

• actively in the peaceful development of our Nation. 

-.---------------------------, As a result of the mass surrender, Sarawak is curfew-

With 1he Compliments 
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free and all the people of that State can enjoy the 
benefits of a rapidly growing economy in an atmosphere 
of racial harmony, free from intimidation and terror. 

Therefore, those few fellow-Malaysians who, through 
no fault of their own, gave credence in the past to the 

. 
6.20p.m 

lies about the situation in our country in general, and 
Sarawak , in particular (Curfew Three-Act Play , "Eastern 
Cultural Concert" , Rejang River Revolutionary Poem, 
etc.) should not allow themselves to be further intimidat· 
ed and isolated. Rather, they should come forward and 
accept the hand of friendship and goodwill extended 
to them by their fellow-Malaysians. 

Now that Sarawak is virtually free of terrorism, our 
Security Forces can throw their entire weight against 
the remaining terrorists in Peninsular Malaysia. There 
have been excellent results in the past few weeks as the 
enclosed "Straits Times" article ( 19th April, 1974) will 
show. These results have been due to the close co-oper· 
ation between the people and the Government and to the 
overwhelming superiority of our Security Forces over 
the terrorists in all fields. 

I have written this letter to you about the greatly 
improved security situation in our country because I 
am sure that you would like to be kept informed. As 
Representative of the Malaysian Armed Forces ·in New 
Zealand, I have first-hand knowledge and expe ri ence of 
the present situation in our country. 

I attach the following documents for you r information: -

a) "Reds Starve to Death" ("Straits Times", 19th 
April, 1974); 

b) Sarawak Memorandum of Understand ing dated 20lh 

October, 1973; 
c) "Sarawak : Putting Trust To The Test" (Far 

Eastern Economic Review, 25th March, 1974); 
d) "How State Recruits Renegades and Revision ist5" 

(People's Voice, NZ Commun ist Party organ) . 
. . h mmunis The "People's Voice" article clearly reveals t e co 

understanding of the magn itude of their defeat in 
Sarawak. The article also admits that even hard-core 
communists have found the progressive socio-economic 
policies of our Government much more attractive than 
their useless and outdated armed struggle which has 
not got them anywhere. 

With best wishes, dear Saudara, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Lt. Col. LOH SAi-KEE) 
Military Attache 

Prlnte«l "Web Offset" by D. N . Adams Ltd .. Tattersalls Lane . Christchurch . 
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