




































Media Watch 

All sleaze and no news 
I was disgusted to see the level of 
coverage given to Paul Holmes' 
pathetic and trivial life drama. 

Not only does he represent the steady 
trivialising of the news over recent 
years, and the substitution of his 
nauseatingly charming "such a nice 
young man" stuffed-suit manicured 
persona in place ofreal substance, but 
now we -have to follow his mid-life 
crisis as well. 

I was having a drink in "The Media 
Club" the other night, thinking that it 
is probably the last place you'd find 
any of our sanitised and groomed TV 
personalities today. Gone are the days 

when journalism brought to mind 
chain-smoking, heavy drinking 
conspiracy theorists, constantly 
digglng in the dirt and championing 
the people etc., etc., • 

The Press front-page article "TV 
reporter new women in Holmes's 
life"states that "the new woman in 
broadcaster Paul Holmes's life is 
TVNZ reporter Fleur Revell." As if 
that isn't as irrelevant and trivial as you 
can get, we get her background as 
well: ""Next" magazine editor 
Lindsey Dawson said yesterday Ms 
Revell left to work for Horizon Pacific 
Television in Auckland six months 
ago, and later for TVNZ. Ms Dawson 

said she believed Ms Revell had a 
criminology degree." Excuse me! but 
what am I reading !? Not only idle 
gossip about Paul Holmes's irrelevant 
private life, but speculation that Ms 
Revell may be intelligent enough to 
get a degree. I'm sure they'll be happy 
together. I personally believe that 
anyone who "is reputed to be New 
Zealand's highest paid broadcaster" no 
doubt experiences a dulling of the 
faculties. Perhaps she'll be as bored 
with the relationship as Holmes's 
audience? 

No doubt equipped with her 
criminology degree, Ms Revell will 
NOT be investigating this country's 

biggest criminals - all pretence to 
morals and ethics go out the window 
as soon as you join the paparazzi club 
and get chatty with these dodgy 
characters at Bellamy's. By Holmes' 
admission, the people he invited to 
his wedding in May, "politicians 

, such as Mr Bolger, Helen Clark, 
' ·l'l.~ Mike Moore, and Don 

McKinnon ... were people he was 
seeing the most ofat the time." 

~"= , Needless to say, as in his 
'"'-:": uninteresting interviews, Holmes 

didn't think to ask any difficult 
questions of these towering figures 
of the current economic slump. 

The rot at the heart of this country, it 
", seems, is not in the hearts and minds 

of our wayward, poorly educated and 
unemployed youth, but in the 
institutions that supposedly qualify 
us to be a '9emocracy'. 

A very good test of membership of 
the democracy club is what passes 

~f. for news, or what the news industry 
'\ feels is profitable - is there a conflict 
-~ there somewhere? 
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The tertiary review-
Make some noise! 

The big news at the moment is the 
leaked tertiary education review paper 
from the Ministry of Education, which 
outlines proposals and key decisions for 
the future direction of tertiary educa-
tion in this country. 

The paper states that "Tertiary educa-
tion plays an important part in the de-
velopment of New Zealand society and 
economy. This is mainly achieved by 
meeting the needs and aspirations of 
students and ensuring that the skills 
gained are of value and relevance to the 
student, labour market and wider soci-
ety." 
Some of the ways in which these needs 
and aspirations will be met is through a 
number of goals, which build on the re-
forms in 1989, and include: 
* better managing financial risks to the 
government 
* reducing barriers to entry for new 
providers 
* improving the quality of student deci-
sions 

The policies that will be used to meet 
these goals refer to "competition be-
tween public and private tertiary pro-
viders", "creating a more commercial set 
of operating procedures", "rationing re-
sources and reducing subsidies", and 
creating an entitlements system which 
is equivalent to five years of full-time 
study (depending on the course a stu-
dent takes). 

The tertiary review paper is based on 
'New Right' ideology - which originates 
from the simplistic "it isn't any good if it 
Isn't making us money" (and stuff the 
rest of them) school of thought. 
If you would like to have a read of the 
draft paper, come along to the Educa-
tion Office, UCSA and we can dig one 
out for you. If you are interested, there 
will be a rally on Friday - should be a 
good chance to make a bit of noise! 

Virginia Murphy 
Associate Education Co-ordinator 

President 
Why is the concept of 
public education so wrong? 
The leaked Tertiary Review document 
has enormous implications for tertiary 
students. The situation we have at 
present quite frankly looks down right 
attractive compared to the system 
proposed in the review paper. Under 
the proposed voucher system, students 
will have control of money, enabling 
you to study for approximately_ five 
years. After the five years, you will 
have to pay full fees to attend a tertiary 
institution. This could be in excess of 
$8,000. The voucher will be set at 75% 
of course costs per year. Students will 
still have to contribute at least 25% of 
their fees through savings, parents or 
the student loan scheme. 

the tertiary review paper 
proposes that the 
Government not limit its 
funding to only public 
institutions, but fund 
Private Training 
establishments (PTE's) 
to the same level in order 
to establish competition 
which will supposedly 
improve quality. 
However the overall 
level of funding will not 
increase, meaning that 
the 75/25% split will not 
be able to be maintained. 
As student numbers 
increase the paper states 
that government funding 
will decrease. Students 
will pay more to attend 
university, and will have 
a time limit imposed. Postgraduate 
students face the prospect of paying 
full fees for their courses. Tuition fees 
will not remain at the flat rate they are 
currently ( at Canterbury, all students, 
irrespective of their choice of course, 
paid $2400 in 1997), meaning that 
stud_ents enrolled in more expensive 
courses such as engineering, will face 
the risk of their voucher running 

before they finish their course. 

Through the funding of PTE's to 
provide competition for public tertiary 
institutions like universities and 
polytech's, the proposal to turn 
University Councils into Crown 
Companies, and the gradual reduction 
of funding for tertiary institutions, the 
Government is moving towards the 
privatisation of tertiary institutions. 
Tertiary education will no longer play 
a role in the Government's agenda. As 
taxpayers we expect certain services 
which play a pivotal role in the 
development of our country to be 
provided by the Government. Surely 
the education of New Zealanders is a 

core responsibility of the Government, 
and should be provided for through the 
taxation system. New Zealanders 
should own and control tertiary 
institutions, not Crown Companies run 
with a big business agenda which is 
profit driven, not student driven. 

Tiffany Page 
president@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz 
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What's On 
Goths, poppies and crabs 
Sounds like a typical night out for 
me. 

John Ruskin, Venetian Gothic and Victorian 
archtecture. Jonathon Mane-\lVhoeki. 
TODAY, August 13, 8:00pm. 177 
Chester Street East. 

Express yourself! Culture, gender, 
sportsMANship and the Tall Poppy Syn-
drome in U.S. and New Zealand sport. 
Dr Vernon Andrews.Thursday, August 
14, 3:00pm. History Department, 
Room414. 

Re-construction of the colonisation of Ja-
maica by crabs. Dr Rudolf Diesel. Fri-
day, August 15, I I : I 5pm. Zoology De-
partment, Room 703 

Theatre 
We don't ride horses to work 
·now there are cars, so why do we 
go to the theatre when there's 
TV? • 

A Funny Thing happened on the way to 
the Wedding. Ngaio Marsh Theatre. Fri-
day, August 15, 8:00pm. Free to all. 
One show only. 

Pictures on the wall 
Very nice dear, but I don't think 
they'd match the wallpaper. 

Maniacs of dissappearance:Today's Japan 
as Disseminator of Video-messages. 
School of Fine Arts Gallery, Univer-
sity of Canterbury. August I I to Au-
gust 22. 

Eclectic: four photographers.The SPACE 
gallery, Bedford House, first floor, I 
Bedford Row.Augusi 11 to August 23. 

Don't shoot! I'm only the 
piano player. 
As they used to say in Westerns. 
I don't think anyone will say it 

G here. 
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James Donaldson- cello, Stephanie Huang 
and Iola Shelley - piano: Beethoven, 

Davidov, Rimsky-Korsakov.Thursday,Au-
gust 14, I: I 0pm. Recital Room 205, 
School of Music. 

Big, Dumb and Loud. 
A selection of Hollywood's finest. 

The Lost World. What is known in the 
business as 'high concept'. What is 
known outside of the business as 'un-
mitigated crap'. Oh well, it doe:; have 
big scary dinosaurs and (I think) Dickie 
Attenborough. Bloody nice bloke. On 
at the Academy ... just kidding, on at 
Hoyts. Repeatedly. 

Uar,Uar. Jim Carrey.What a very funny 
man. Oh yes. One the comic geniuses 
of our age even. If you thought 'Ace 
Mask Cable Guy Dectective' ( or what-
ever) was pants-wettingly funny, you'll 
love this. If, like me, you want to in-
sert your Doc Martens in his shit-eat• 
ing grin, avoid. Go back to the hills 
Jimbo, we don't want your sort around 
here. Hoyts again. 

Donnie Brosco. Now we're talking. Noo 
Yoik Italians, wide seventies collars.Al 
Paci no and R 16 level violence. It's been 
on for ages, but see it again or else my 

. cousin Vinny 'the Shark' might pay you 
a visit. On at the Regent on Worces-
ter ('on Worcester', well la-di-da). 

Not so magic America 
Flicks from insignificant coun-
tries (like France and India). 

Beaumarchais . Probably the usual 
French thing. Sensitive and artistic 
themes, cute actresses getting their kit 
off, lots of reading and, afterwards, 
boring people at parties with your 
sophistication. Rialto.Thursday,August 
14, 6:15pm. 

Kama Sutra. Your parents probably 
think they learnt all about this at dodgy 
'swingers' parties in the early seven-
ties. In fact, they almost certainly didn't. 
Anyway, I've heard that the last six (of 
the ninety-odd) positions are the same 
as the previous six except with your 
fingers crossed. "Well,who cares/", I 
hear you ask, "Isn't the point of this 

Complied by Matt Ayers l 

STUDENT/STAFF 
FORUM 
This Friday, August 15, 1pm Al to 
discuss the tertiary education 
review. 
then .. 

PROTEST MARCH! 
March to the office of th~ National 
:tv1P for Ilam, Gerry Brownlee. Meet 
this Friday, August 15, 1pm, Al. 

SCIENCE. FICTIONI 
SCIENCE. FACT 
Video screening 
A British documentary which looks 
at a number of controversial issues 
in science and public policy. For 
instance, should experiments on 

animlas be allowed? Should the 
tissue of aborted foetuses be 
allowed to be used in medical 
science? What controls, if any, 
should be placed on 
experimentation in science? Should 
humans be allowed to 'play God'? 
5pm Monday, August 18,Lower 
Common Room Wing. Organised 
by University Marxist Society. 

LIVE. ROLEPLA YING 
CLUB 
The UoC Live Roleplaying Club 
will be holding its AGM from 6pm-
7pm on Thirsday, August 21 in the 
Lower Common Room, UCSA All 
members are encouraged to attend. 

Notices 
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Exclusive Carlsberg 
Elephant T·Shirts 

to be 
WOIII 

I 


