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• student Leader Jailed for Helpin9NTA,s,P,ge2" 

_ Landless Peasants 
September 23rd 

tters' Campaign and Arrest of Hisham 

the 15- 16th September, t he 
sian Government began demol ish­
uatters' houses in and around 
e Bahru . The squatters were like 
ers anywhere in the world - poor 
e who own no land and construct 
shift dwell ings to live in. Squatting 
gal unde r Malaysian law. On the 
the squatte rs began camping out­
he Joho re Stat e offi ces in protest 
st the actio n of the Government. 
nts from the University of Malaya 
rom other institutions of higher 
ing, gave their support and became 
ved in the campaign. At 3.15 a.m. 
e 19th, five students were arrested, 
jing the Secretary-General of the 
rsity of Malaya Students Union, 
mmudin Rais. Hisham is a friend of 
and is now quite well known to 
in general. He visited Australia in 
of this year as one of the Malaysian 
ates to the ASA Conference and 
ue to return to Australia and New 
nd towards the end of next week. 

ne International Vice President of 
SA, Alick Shaw, and myself, had 
him to come back to Australasia 

eak in support of the AUS-NZUSA 

campaign against pol itical surveillance of 
overseas students. Hisham and the other 
four people are still in jail. 

On Friday 20th, 2,500 people demon­
strated in Kuala Lumpur in support of 
the squatters and demanded the release 
of the five . This demonstration passed 
without incident. On the 21 st, a further 
demonstration of some 2 ,000 students 
appeared in the streets in protest ove r 
the Government's silence in the face of 
the demands from the day before. The 
demonst ration was broken up by ri ot 
police and over 20 students were 
arrested. 

Either on Friday or on Saturday, 
students occupied the University of 
Malaya in support of their demands. 
Early on Sunday morning, the 22nd, 
riot police in Johore Bahru moved in on 
the squatters. Over 80 people were 
arrested, including children. I also under­
stand that a number of Malaysian stud­
ents studying in Singapore (which is 
only 25 miles away) were arrested. 

Meanwhile on the campus, the extreme 
right wing of the student body are appar­
ently now in control. With almost the 
entire leadership of .the University of 
Malaya Students Union in jail, the 
progressive forces appear to be in some 

disarray . I understand that the Malay 
Language Club in Malaysia and the 
Muslim Students Society led the right 
wing counter-attack , seized the Univer­
sity and have returned it to the Univer­
sity administration . The right wing have 
set themselves up into a new organisation 
which they are calling the Supreme 
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ment by Hamish G. Hay, 
ens Mayoral Candidate, 
!church Mayoral Election 

elected the next Mayor of Christ­
ch, I look forward to playing a full 
as a nominated member of the 
ersity Council and will endeavour to 
regular attender at Counci I meetings . 
graduate (B.Com., 1947) of 
erbury, and now as the father of a 
tudent daughter, I feel I have already 
association with the University and 

ot entirely unaware of the problems 
spirations of students. I wi 11 try 
open-minded and at al I times 
athetic to the claims of students 
Y matter which comes before the 
cil, and I shall certainly make my­
horoughly acquainted with all the 
from all points of view before 
9 my vote on any proposal. 

he Citizens Association policy aims 
the Christchurch City Council of 
Politics and to place the emphasis 
e qualifications of the men and 
en offering themselves for election 
r than the Party. We put forward 
icy to which all our-candidates 
, but we do not insist through 
s decisions that elected councillors 
Vote in any pa rticular direction. 

re advocating that Committee 
_ings should be open to the news 
ta so that the public will be better 
rrned on the manner in which 
tons are reached and kno w more 
t the performance and dttenda nce 

of their elected representatives. We 
consider that the manner in which the 
CouAci I notifies ratepayers and the 
public of impending changes in town 
planning, zoning, traffic routes etc. 
(usually by public notice in newspapers) 
is inadequate and we will take steps to 
improve the present system. 

We consider that Ward Boundaries 
should have been fixed by an independ­
ent authority, and not by a Labour sub­
committee, and we will take steps to 
have the boundaries independently 

reviewed. 

We believe that Christchurch should 
be one unified City and that the present 
local body boundaries are illogical and -
do not make for the best overall 
progress and development of the City. 
We strongly support any form of local 
Government which will result in fewer 
local authorities and in a more equitable 
spread of the cost of amenities used 
by all ratepayers in the Metropolitan 
area. 

We are in favour of the Council 
getting more actively involved in the 
provision of housing, both to own and to 
rent, for the elderly and also for younger 
married couples and for students. Where 
pro perties are acquired for roading 
purposes, but not immediately required, 
we will make them available at reason­
able rentals to students etc. We will 
undertake t he role of devel oper of 
residential sectio ns as a Counci I so that 
reasonabl y pri ced properties may be 

made available to prospective purchasers 
and any profits returned to the com­
munity. We will ensure that adequate 
community facilities such as day care 
centres, play centres and imaginative 
play ground equipment in parks are 
provided in any new housing develop­
ments. 

We are opposed to Rolleston as we 
think there is plenty of scope for another 
40-50,000 people within the existing 
boundaries of Christchurch, and would 
prefer to see other South Island towns 
such as Ashburton, Dunedin, Timaru, 
Rangiora and the West Coast built up. 
Rol leston is too close to Christchurch, 
is a dreary site, and will inevitably 
develop into an unattractive one-class 
country suburb of Christchurch depend­
ent upon Christchurch for many of its 
amenities such as the Town Hall, 
libraries etc. for which Christchurch 
ratepayers will bear the cost. 

We favour development of Christ­
church cultural facilities such as the 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, 
but we are opposed to artistic control 
of such bodies being completely in the 
hands of elected councillors who are 
often not well versed in the Arts. We 
will give greater encouragement to the 
development of the Mc Dougall Art 
Gallery, periodic arts festivals in 
Christchurch and consider that an early 
start to the build ing of a new Public 
Li brary in Christch urch is a much higher 
priority to the bu ilding of a new $5 
million Civic Administrati on Block. 1-1 

Council of Patriotic Students. 

What is particularly disturbing is 
that they have issued a press statement 
saying that they have found explosives 
in the rooms of the Socialist Club 
at the University. This may well be 
an attempt to link people such as Hisham 

" You are illegal. Legality is one 
thing. Humanity is another thing." 

with the outlawed Malayan Communist 
Party, and thus ensure that he stays in 
jail for a very long period. 

I am told that the students of the 
National University in Kuala Lumpur 
are still su pporting the squatters and 
the students in jail, as is the Agricultural 
University outside Kuala Lumpur. The 
Chinese Language Society at U.M. is 
also supporting the campaign. The 
University of Singapore Students Union 
and the Singapore Polytechnic Students 
Union are also in strong support. A lot 
of money has been raised. 

I received a telephone call from 
Malaysia this morning and a message 
from one of the student leaders which 
had been brought out of prison some­
how was relayed to me. He asked that I 
tell all Malaysian students in Australia 
what is going on and that a campaign of 
support be developed here amongst 
Malaysian, Australian and other overseas 
students. It was suggested that the issue 
of the squatters and their right to the 
land must be kept ahead of the issue of 
imprisonment of the student leaders. 
Apparently, it is one of the few times 
when people in situations similar to 
that of the squatters have really organ­
ised and stood up for themselves. It is 
reported that there is a very high involve­
ment of Malay youth in the issue. 

There has been no time yet to 
reflect on what we can best do to help 
down here. I feel that my first respon­
sibility is to get accurate information 
to you, particularly to the Malaysian 
members of AUS. Feedback is essential 
over the next couple of days if we are 
to arrive at some consensus about what 
could be done. These events have come 
about at a very interesting time for us. 
Many Malaysian students and their 
friends have become awakened in the 
past couple of months to their situation 
whilst being a student abroad and to the 
rather gloomy prospects of returning 
home should one have adopted an anti­
govern ment post ure. Perhaps these 
events call for us to redirect ou r gaze 
from Australi a to Malaysia itself. 

Neil McLean , 

President 
Australian Union of 

Students. 

... just before t he election , some 134 
landless fam ilies set up their kampong, 



subsequently known as Kampong Nation­
al Front and Kampong Hussein Onn on a 
piece of state land near Jalan Waterworks, 
three miles away from the causeway. 

There wasn't any objection then from 
the land office though the authorities 
concerned were aware of the fact. The 
residents were given verbal promises by 
the National Front candidate, (now 
M.P.) during his election campaign, that 
everything will be alright. 

But after the election, on the 8th 
of September, notice were served to the 
residents, ordering them to quit by 
September 15th (Thursday) as they were 
ii legal 'squatters'. 

The residents attempted to com­
municate with the Mentri Besar, District 
Officer, Land Office Personnel and lastly 

the Sultan. All their requests were in 

vain. 

Some huts were demolished on the 
8th of September, some of the residents 
fearful of bad consequences left the 
scene before the deadline. Only 68 
families remained . 

On Sunday, September 15th, the 
area was combed by members of the 
Federal Reserve Unit, all armed, with 
pistols and machine guns and truck load 
of demolition squad went around ripping 
the roofs and walls. The first family 
which put up a struggle by sitting in 
was forcefully arrested by the police. 
Two students were also arrested. 

On Monday, September 16th, al I 
the houses were demolished. All the 
people (about 60 families, 300 people) 
men, women, old folks, youngsters, 
school children and infants, including a 
seven days child, are now camping in 
front of the Johore Government House, 

Johore Bahru. 

They are at the mercy of the weather. 
Many of their children are now sick. 

They have no alternative place to go. 
They will stay there until the government 
give them alternative housing. 

- "Singapore Undergrad" - Special 

Issue. 
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The Un1vers1ty of Malaya Students 
Union (UMSU) took over the adminis­
tration of the university today. 

A spokesman for the students said they 
would only g,ve up the administration on 
the unconditional release of five students 
arrested ,n Johore Baru and here, in con­
nection with the Tasek Utara squatters' pro­
tests in these places. 

The detained students includes the 
UMSU secretary-general, H1shamudd1n Rais, 
and committee member Mohamed Yunus Ali. 

The decision to take 
over the administration 

Sympathy 

The spokesman told 
came after a meeting reporters at a press 
between leaders of UMSU conference that the de-
and its affiliated bodies, cision was taken because 
and the deputy vice- "we realised that de-
chancellor, Prof. Ahmad monstrations will get us 
Ibrahim, and senior uni- nowhere. 
versity officals, at the 
Senate Court this after-
noon. 

The students have 
closed the main univer­
sity gate and road-
bi oc ks have been set up 
the prevent people en­
tering the university. All 
lectures and tutorials 
have been suspended. 

The spokesman said 
the students were form­
ing committees to look 
after food, transport, 
medical requirements, 
security, internal com­
munication, publicity and 
security of the students. 

"If we·go on demons­
trating, we will only 
disrupt the peace. We 
want to get the sympa­
thy of the public to 
force the Government 
to release the arrested 
students." 

He said UMSU has 
received the support of 
all students unions of 
universities and colleges 
in the country. 

UMSU has also cabled 
students unions in Eng­
land, New Zealand, 
Australia, Japan, Thai­
land and Singapore to 
inform them of their 
decision and to get 

Pantai Baru, and Uni dents staged a three 
versity buses were pre- houT demonstration 
vented from leaving the outside the Prime M 
campus. ister's Department, 

At about 11 a.m. the Jalan Dato Onn. T 
students marched out in dispersed after a del 

gation was allowed 
two batches - one going to meet a represent 
in the direction of Kuala ive of the Prime Mi 
Lumpur by way of the ter. i-------------
Federal Highway and the C • 1 1973 d 'd d I 

I P • The students ha ugust ounct ec1 e t other by Ja an anta, 
warned they would em was the problem of work I 

Baru. monstrate again if t ed that the increased pressure, 
Just in front of Ang- five were not releas change to a mixture of interna 

kasapuri tM students 4 p.m. yesterday. ear examinations that had occ, 
were confronted by a 
wall of Federal Reserve The Minister of rtments. It was concluded th, 
Unit men. and Attorney Gene ersity Students' Association c, 

Tan Sri Kadir Yuso . . 
The first volley of described the actio ndertaking a national survey o 

teargas was fired when the students as a kloads which would provide fai 
the demonstrators, car- "threat to the Gavel'. It was felt that such a surve· 
rying banners and pla- ment. rmation on the causes of the w 
cards, refused to dis- Patient confirming or rejecting the hy 
perse. H d d d 

e a vise stu !fed by the new type of assessm, 
The demonstrators ran to be patient and w'information could be used at t 

in all directions. for the court to dee 
on their two mem ical pressure to bear on staff a They later gathered at 

the roundabout in front in Johore Baru. nvestigations were made into tt 
of the main entrance of The two will be ey, its political use and likely e 

the university campus. duced in .court on g the desired results_ reducin 
The Vice-Chancellor 

of the University of Ma­
laya, Prof. Ungku Aziz 
then spoke to the stu­
dents and asked them to 
return to the campus. 

Thursday. . d . . . 
ting more non-aca em1c act1v1t 

Tan Sri Kadir r tigations included attending w 
minded the studen . . . d . . N -
that no one could 

I 
ect, v1s1ttng aca em1cs tn ew, 

terfere with or esca have experience in the field, ar 
from the law. rs in Australia who have camp 

The constitutio loads. 

clearly stated that' ese investigations disclosed th 
body was above tht . 
law. major piece of research, even i 

"You can arrest me. It's alright. I'm their support. 

The students however 
returned to the campus 
only after the FRU was 
withdrawn about 200 
yards from the campus 
gate. 

"Even the unive faculty . Australians researchin, 
is subjected to the t one and a half people emplo\ 
he said. ndertake a successful project or not a criminal. I didn't do anything bad. I 

I'm not afraid of you. I'm just protecting 
my land, my house, my family." 

Earlier, Federal Re­
serve Unit men fired 
more than 18 rounds of 
teargas to disperce 1,000 
demonstrating students 
from the uni on today . 

Yesterday the stu-

lty. The mind boggles at the t 
liar project on a national scale . 
pour research capabilities for o 
ere to undertake the research c 

' _ ..... _-a.....;;,.;;;..::;;;;. ____ ~--.u= 
"Where will our children sleep tonight? 
When it rains .. .' where will they go?" 

The students, includ­
ing girls , who were ,n 
two batches, were in­
tercepted at the Federal 
Highway near Angkasa­
puri and at the Jalan 
Pantai Baru-Jalan 
Bungsar junction. 

The students were on 
their way to the Prime 
Minister's Department to 
demand the release of 
the arrested students. 

Teargas 

here workload research has be, 
ging courses to reduce worklm 
use the research has been accei 
taff. To gain this sort of accep 
ample an extremely high propo 
ulation so that one important c 
kload problems, clash in dates\ 
ealt with satisfactorily. When< 
kload in one faculty, Australiar 
urvey the entire population and 
response. On a national scale, 
would mean receiving replies fr 

From early this morn­
ing police sealed off Ja­
Ian Pantai and Jalan 

seven the research of one facu 
f doubtful value for NZUSA to 
eh 'objective' research. In forr 

-------------------------""'1cy towards workload problems, 

The Peasantry 
emancipated 
or oppressed 

riences we can learn from are t 
versity and Victoria University 1 

n 1973, the Education Officer c 
ents' Association undertook a 
e Arts Faculty. Because of the 
to lack of time rather than lac 

ulty were loathe to accept the n 
ons of the survey. The fact tha­
rprise meant that its value was, 
ons of 'subjectivity'. The reseat 
ortant effect. After the survey 
1ensus that some changes neede, 
e was uncertainty about what tl 
The sheer fact that the survey t 
carried through seemed to cam 
ething was not right; before th1 
n, senior faculty members coul, 
a problem existed. 

The plight of the peasantry in 
Malaya is equally pathetic. The peas­
antry constitutes 65% of the total 
population (85% of which are Malays). 
About 65% of the peasantry are land­
less. 15,000 peasants are rendered 
landless annually by exaction and 
usury of landlordism. The Government's 
aid to overcome the sorrowful plight 
of the landless masses is pathetic. 

Between 1956 and 1969, Tun Razak 
(Broadcast to the Nation; January 1st, 
1969) announced that 220,000 acres 
were brought into cultivation under the 
Federal Land Development Authority 
schemes. The number of families 
resettled in these 12 years was 14,000 
(representing 70,000 people). This still 
leaves more than 730,000 families to 
be resettled. With the population grow­
ing, and 15,000 being rendered landless 
every year the government has proven 
itself incapable of resolving the land 

question. Considering the fact that 
the Government represents the feudal 
and landlord class, it is easy to under· 
stand why it is incapable of solving the 
problem. 

The plan for the future announced in 
Parliament during its latest session - t Victoria University a differen 
March 1971 ("Straits Times", March orum called "Why I Am Pissed_ C 
13th, 1971) by the Minister of National held towards the end of the firs 
and Rural Development lnche Abdul ber of students attended; one, 
Ghafar bin Baba, is hardly comment· ents said that thev disliked the 
worthy. The Minister said that 250,000 rkload created by interm assessrr 
acres would be opened up under the vances were written up on a larg 
Second Malaysia Plan (1971-75) end of the forum about 150 stu 
settling a mere 22,000 families. II and went to the Staff Club to c 

their grievances. Soon after th 
orial Board addressed itself to ~ 
1nterrn assessment and the credit 
uainted with the problems, and , 
ed to produce a report on the m, 
quoted in the previous section). 
toria the time is right for agitati, 
Y asking for changes to be made 

The Government is clearly attempt· 
ing to create a stratum of rich peasants 
and rely on this stratum to act as a . 
barrier to any thorough-going change in 

the countryside. 

- "Malaysia and Singap-ore - The 
Roots of Backwardness", by the 
Malaysia Study and Research Group. rkloads. 
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Th d h ugust Counci I 1973 decided that a major area of e stu ents a 
warned they wou ld cern was the problem of workload. It was generally 
monstrate again if t ed that the increased pressure of work was caused by 
five were not releas change to a mixture of internal assessment and end 
4 p.m. yesterday . ear examinations that had occurred in most university 

The Minister of rtments. It was concluded that the New Zealand 
and Attorney Gene, ersity Students' Association could assist constituents 
Tan Sri Kadir Yuso . . . 
described the actio ndertaking a national survey on the question of 
the students as a kloads which would provide facts on the level of 
"threat to the Gover· It was felt that such a survey could also yield 
ment. rmation on the causes of the workload problem 
Patient confirming or rejecting the hypothesis that it was 

He advised studlfed by the new type of assessment. The hope was that 
to be patient and wi\nformation could be used at the local level to bring 
for the court to dee . . . 
On their two mem ical pressure to bear on staff and adm1nistrat1on. 1athered at 

tin front in Johore Baru . nvestigations were made into the scope of such a 
entrance of The two will be ey , its political use and likely effectiveness in pro-

:ampus. duced in .court on g the desired results - reducing workload and 
11 Thursday. . d · · · Th 1ance or ting more non-aca em1c act1v1ty on campus. ese 

ty of Ma- Tan Sri Kadir re tigations included attending workshops on the 
ku Aziz minded the studen 
he stu- that no one could , et, visiting academics in New Zealand and Australia 
j them to terfere with or esca have experience in the field, and talking to student 
impus. from the law. rs in Australia who have campaigned to reduce 

The constitutio loads. :s however 
campus 

=Ru was 
ut 200 
campu s 

clearly stated that I ese investigations disclosed that surveys on workload 
body was above thl . . 
law. major piece of research, even 1f they only encompass 

E h . faculty . Australians researching the subject have had " ven t e uni ve 
- is subjected to the tone and a half people employed full time for a year 

he stu- he said. ndertake a successful project on workloads in one 
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lty . The mind boggles at the thought of undertaking 
ilar project on a national scale . It would effectively 
pour research capabilities for a number of years if 
ere to undertake the research ourselves . 

here workload research has been successful in 
ging courses to reduce workloads, it has been 
use the research has been accepted as 'objective' 
taff. To gain this sort of acceptance, it is necessary 
ample an-extremely high proportion of the total 
ulation so that one important contributing factor to 
kload problems, clash in dates when work is due, is to 
ealt with satisfactorily . When dealing with the 
kload in one faculty , Australian researchers now try 
urvey the entire population and hope for a 70% 
response. On a national scale, in New Zealand 
would mean receiving replies from 20,000 students. 

seven the research of one faculty is a major task , it 
doubtful value for NZUSA to involve itself heavily 
eh 'objective' research. In formulating a realistic 

-----------4cy towards workload problems, New Zealand 

anlry 
aled 
secl 
:onsidering the fact that 
11ent represents the feudal 
d class, it is easy to under· 
t is incapable of solving the 

riences we can learn from are those of Otago 
versity and Victoria University of Wellington. 

n 1973, the Education Officer of Otago University 
ents' Association undertook a survey on workloads 
e Arts Faculty. Because of the low response rate 
to lack of time rather than lack of effort) the Arts 

ulty were loathe to accept the results and recommen-
ons of the survey. The fact that it was a wholly student 
rprise meant that its value was doubted by staff for 
ons of 'subjectivity'. The research did have one 
ortant effect. After the survey there was general 
,ensus that some changes needed to be made, although 
e was uncertainty about what these changes should 
The sheer fact that the survey had been organised 
carried through seemed to convince staff that 
ething was not right; before the survey was under-
n, senior faculty members could not be convinced 
a problem existed . 

for the future announced in 
t Victoria University a different approach was tried. :luring its latest session -

("Straits Times", March rum called "Why I Am Pissed Off With This Place" 
by the Minister of National held towards the end of the first term. A large 

I t I Che Abdul ber of students attended; one of the major reasons ieve opmen , n . . 
3aba, is hardly comment- ents said that they disliked the university was the 
e Minister said that 250,000 rkload created by interm assessment. Student 
be opened up under the vances were written up on a large blackboard. A~ 

3ysia Plan (1971-75) end of the forum about 150 students left the Union 
?re 22 000 families. 1 and went to the Staff Club to confront those present 

' their grievances. Soon after this event the Pro-
?rnment is clearly attempt· orial Board addressed itself to probler;ns created 
! a stratum of rich peasants interm assessment and the credit system . Staff were 
this stratum to act as a uainted with the problems, and each Faculty was 
,y thorough-going change in ed to produce a report on the matter (parts of which 

side. quoted in the previous section). At both Otago and 
1sia and Singapore - The toria the time is right for agitation from the student 
ckwardness", by the Y asking for changes to be made to assessment and 
1dy and Research Group. kloads. 

The question of workloads cannot be separated from 
the causes of increased workloads, such as interm assess­
ment. Once student opinion is mobilised on the question 
of workloads, broader questions such as assessment must 
be dealt with. The task of formulating student demands 
on workloads and thereby encouraging debate on more 
fundamental issues is one that can be aided by 
surveys. The survey should not be used to convince 
staff primarily, but rather used to unite students 
around demands for reduction in workloads. Although 
staff may reject a survey as 'subjective', if the primary 
aim of the survey of showing students that they have 
similar experiences and similar demands is achieved, then 
the opinion that such a survey would mobilise could not 
be ignored. 

Although a workload problem is one for which 
changes can be expected to be won, where the causes of 
the problem are factors such as assessment it is not a 
problem that can be solved. Workloads can be reduced 
because they are set by staff, most of whom are not 
malicious in their attitudes to students. But changes 
given by staff are not progressive unless the struggle 
to gain them has produced a deeper understanding of the 
causes of problems that students face . For this reason, 
surveys should only be used as one tool by which students 
are educated about the problems they face . They 
should not be seen as a means by which changes are 
made . 

Small surveys, of only one Department, could take 
the following format: -

WORKLOAD SURVEY OF DEPARTMENT "X". 

01. We should like to have an estimate of the amount 
of time you spend on average each week at about 
this time of the year, working on your University 
course. To arrive at your estimate please complete 
the table below. Write the names of the subjects 
for ~ich you are enrolled across the top row of 
the table. Please be sure to give the name and 
number of the subject, e.g. Physics 101; Pure 
Maths 203; etc. For each subject estimate the 
amount of time you spend each week on the 
activities listed. 

USING WORKLOAD SURVEYS 

If a workload survey is to be used successfully, then 
it should not be implemented in an atmosphere of 
student apathy to the question. Before a survey is 
undertaken grass roots agitation and investigation should 
be undertaken to arouse and gauge student opinion on 
the matter. If this is done before a survey then problems 
of students not bothering to return the survey should be 
minimised. Once the results of the survey are known they 
should make more impact on students if the ground 
work has been laid . 

Once the results of the survey are made known to 
the students, and if the results of the survey or student 
opinion warrant it, a meeting of all students in the 
Department should be called. Preparation for this meeting 
will require more work by keen and active students in the 
Department in encouraging less active students to attend 
and participate. 

At the forum students should be acquainted with the 
full results of the survey and its implications. The 
opinions of students on how to proceed should be 
voiced . Such discussions should produce a series to 
demands . If the survey discloses that an integral part of 
university life , such as assessment, is a partial cause of 
the workload problem, then discussion should also try 
and develop students understanding of the politics of 
assessment. Out of the initial discussion on workloads, 
students will gain a greater appreciation of what causes 
their problems and why these causes cannot be changed 
in this society. 

Demands should be discussed with staff preferably at 
a meeting where both staff and students can be present. 
If student demands are refused by staff then a di spute 
has emerged for which other tactics will have to be 
divised by student meetings . 

At all points throughout such an exercise, the need 
for active people in the Department to do the grass 
roots organising can not be over emphasised. Without 
this basic support, then the survey has to convince staff 
by its 'objective empiricle evidence' . This is an immeasur­
ably more difficult approach, not to mention bureaucratic. 

SUBJECTS ENROLLED FOR IN 1974 - (e.g. PHYSICS 101) 

ACTIVITY (1) (2) (3) (4) 

1. ATTENDING Lectures. 

2. ATTEND! NG Tutorials. 

3. ATTENDING Prac. Classes. 

4. Preparation and follow-up 
of lectures, tutorials. 
Writing up prac. reports. 

5. Assignments, essays, 
problem sheets, etc. 

6. Other general study. 

02. 

Q3. 

TOTAL 

Do you think your workload is excessive? 

1. Throughout the year Yes/No 
2. At different times of 

the year Yes/No 

If the answer to Q2. is yes, then what are the causes: 

1. Too many formal contact hours 

2. Too many form~I assignments 

3. Too much general study required 

4. Too many tests during the year 

5. Method of assessment creates high 
work pressure 

Specify type of assessment-.---------~ 

6. Dates of tests or assignments clash 
with other subjects or papers 

Specify subjects/paper·s------------

7. Other 

Specify•---------------

TOTALS 

CONCLUSION 

Although the above approach to workload problems 
is one that is likely to achieve results, it is not the 
only way to approach the problem. 

Higher Education Research Centres can be used to do 
'objective' research that even the most obstinate staff 
are likely to accept. There are di sadvantages in using 
th ese Research Centres which are rapidly being established 
in many New Zealand Universities . (The speed with 
which they are being established should make students a 
little suspicious of them. ) Firstly, a prolonged time 
period is needed for the research. Students lose all 
feeling of having struggled for changes, change becomes 
the property of technocrats. Second, when the issue 
passes out of the hands of students and into those of the 
researcher, discussion that can emerge from the issue, 
broader demands, and deeper understanding of our 
education system are stifled. 

In the use of surveys as we have outlined, the New 
Zealand University Students' Association has a supportive 
role to play . We cannot substitute for the initial ground 
work. But once this has been done we can assist in the 
survey work and lend our organising abilities and stimulus 
of ideas to subsequent meetings and discussions. 
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I LAND AGENTS ARE NASTY PEOPLE I 
A highly informed source in the 

Christchurch business community who 
wishes to remain anonymous said re­
cently that there were only four reput­
able land agents in the city. Here is a 
story about one Christchurch land agent 
called Mr Arthur C. Oliver, 7 A Poulton 
Avenue, Richmond, phone 857-411. Mr 
Oliver works for B.D. Greening & Co., 
Real Estate Agents and Auctioneers, 
162 High Street, Christchurch. 

In early August it became apparent 
that the house in which we live was to be 
sold by our landlord because, as we later 
found out, he had over-extended him­
self in his efforts to expand his business. 
The former fact we discovered when a 
land agent, Mr Arthur C. Oliver started 
escorting people through our house. 

Not knowing what was going on, 
we at first agreed to allow Mr Oliver 
and his customers to inspect our house, 
but later told him that he could not 
come in any more until he got our land­
lord to tell us what was happening. We 
did not know whether for example the 
house was to be sold or demolished, or 
what was to happen to our tenancy. Mr 
Oliver then told our landlord we were 
causing trouble. We also told Mr Oliver 
to ring us before coming around. 

His actions at this stage were, 
we thought, quite discourteous. 

At about this time, we began to get 
even more confused. This was because 
on about August 6th, Mr Oliver rang and 
said that the property had already been 
sold, and that the rent would be going 
up 50% from $30 per week to $45 per 

week. 

Why did he do this? It seems reason­
able to assume that the reason was to 
make it easier for Mr Oliver to clinch 
the deal. 

Usually, one land 
agent will have exclusive right to sell a 
property for a limited period, after 
which the property is up for grabs to the 
first agent to find a willing buyer. 

And surely a place 
which pays $45 per week will be more 
attractive than one paying $30. Just 
got to make sure the tenants don't spoil 
it by saying the rent Is only $30. 

Mr Oliver had a list of the furniture 
and fittings that belongec to the house. 
The value of these was estimated at 
$500. The list included a wardrobe, 
some carpets and most of the curtains, 
which did not belong to the property, 
but belonged to us. We should mention 
to Mr Oliver's credit, however, that we 
have no evidence or opinion that it was 
he who drew up the list. 

\ ... and so are Landlords j 
In this part of the story, Mr Oliver 

turns over a new leaf. He is now the 
rent collector (still $30 per week) and 
our benevolent protector. 

The new landlord, we are led to be­
lieve, is a Mr Krausz. We think he is 
Hungarian; he does not speak or under­
stand English very well, he is about 50 
years old, and apparently owns a hand­
bag factory somewhere in Sydenham·. 

We first met him when he came to 
inspect the property on August 10th, 
with his wife, son-in-law and daughter. 
We informed the latter that the rent was 
only $30, and she i,1turn said that the 
papers transferring ownership would not 
be signed for about two weeks. Mr 
Krausz was very quiet and seemingly 
innocuous - but appearances were 
deceiving. 

On an evening, at about 6p.m . on 
August 19th, a man entered the property 
and asked if this was number 70. Yes it 
is. The man was a truck driver, and he 
had a huge load of wood, the fittings 
from Mr Krausz's factory, which Mr 
Krausz wanted to deposit on our front 
lawn. 

One brave tenant decided that we 
didn't want our lawn buried In timber, 
so he stood in the middle of the driveway 
with his back to the truck, preventing It 
from entering the property. Mr Krausz 
got very angry. It was his property 
wasn't it? We just paid for a roof over 
our heads and nothing more. 

We rang the Tenants Protection Assoc­
iation, who told us that a landlord could 
only do something like this with the 
permission of his tenants When you 
rent a place, you rent the house and 
property as is. 

This made Mr Krausz even angrier. He 
tried to get the truck to drive in, regard­
less of the four of us now standing in the 
driveway. 

"You want to leave In two weeks, is 
that what you want", he said. 

And: "I get the bully boys."' 

We asked him whether we could burn 
the wood. 

"No." 

"You think money is more important 
than people. What if we get cold?" 

"Then you burn, woman", said Mr 
Krausz. 

He seemed unable to understand that 
we would not do what he wanted. Pre­
sumably he had no problems in his 
factory. 

As a solution to his frustration, he 
went to ring his lawyer. We immediately 
tried to contact the T.P.A. lawyer but 
failed; Mr Krausz came back , said his 
lawyer was on his way down. But then 
Mr Krausz soon after got in his car and 
drove away. The truck drove away. The 
lawyer didn't come - perhaps in part 
because at that time Mr Krausz was not 
yet the legal owner. We haven't seen 
either since. 

But we have seen Mr Oliver. He 
came to collect the rent, correct the list 
of fittings and furnishings, and inform us 
that Mr Krausz was going to split the 
house into two flats. Mr Oliver asked 
when univE rsity exams finished, and said 
he would t(y to get Mr Krausz not to 
evict us unti I exams were over. We were 
thankful for Mr Oliver. 

Have you had bad experiences with 
landlords? Please inform Resistance 
Bookshop, Phone 30-664, who are 
compiling a file on Christchurch land­
lords. 

If you need immediate help, phone 
Tenants' Protection Association, phone 
557-591, 327-008, or Resistance, phone 
30-664. Remember that tenants do have 
rights, usually more than you think. -
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AN ERA FADES 
(OR A LEGACY FOR FUTURE STUDENTS) 

- Fred Baird 

There Is a tendency at the end of each 
academic year for students to drift away 
forgetting those persons elected or other­
wise who have been in their employ or 
at their bidding during the immediate 
past academic year. Those persons 
involved this year do not deserve such a 
fate. 

This article is written in the belief 
that the activities of certain individuals 
should not_go unnoticed by the student 
body and because it may serve future 
and continuing students if they are made 
aware of the magnitude of the task 
undertaken by its representatives in 
1974. This period could be dubbed 
"The year of Secession" ....• 
In the first instance recognition must 
be made of a non-nonsense and often 
terse President Dr J.J. Benefield, whose 
tenacity and judgment gave credence to 
the case for student autonomy . .••• 

In favour of this year's Executive and 
certainly its three most senior members, 
was the lack of in-fighting and counter­
productive ad hominem attacks which 
have characterised previous adminis­
trations. They had a job to do; it wasn't 
always pleasant; it often was achieved 
by broadly interpreting student wishes 
and general meeting policy . It required 
people to "stick their necks out". One 
person did this with quite disasterous 
personal consequences. I laud Jeremy 
Finn's honesty and integrity in standing 
by what he personally felt to be right 
knowing all the time that this would 
almost certainly herald the end of his 
presidential aspirations. He has worked 
long and hard; it often appears that we 
have a convoluted approach to reward and 
respect for services rendered. If Jeremy 
has a fault, to which I believe he has 
succumbed, it is that he is headstrong 
and often reluctant to accept the views 
of others. Let this not denigrate his 
untiring efforts ..•. 

Another person, less known 
to students, although I am sure the 
University will not quite forget his 
invective and astute needling, is Neil 
Colledge. Neil was the "first" Vice-

President of this Association; he was 
truly regarded by the President in the 
full sense of the term, Vice President. 
He shrouded an astuteness and remark­
able degree of logical thought with a 
vagueness which has entrapped even the 
wary. A quietly determined person, his 
was the lot of a person shadowed by the 
charismatic Benefield ..•.. 

It would do certain individuals and 
institutions within this Association a lot 
of good to remember that the "hanging­
out" of dirty washing in public, at 
critical periods of development is 
detrimental to good administration. 
"Cover-up" should never be counten­
anced but too many persons use the 
printed medium as an ego-trip and some 
less scrupulous, embellish stories which 
they "rush into print" to discredit 
others, with impact rather than honesty 
being the order of the day ...•. 

I see some weaknesses in the 1975 
administration which are likely to be 
combined with a lack of depth in mana 
ment and decision making ski I Is. The c. 
of inexperience and innocence to expla 
vacillation, ineptitude and inability can 
only be tolerated for so long and even 
the students themselves do not act to 
reetify the situation the normal pro­
cesses of financial management will re­
quire drastic action to bail out a "bank 
rupt" association .••... 

Students cannot but hope that Pete1 
Dunne will head a successful adminis­
tration in 1975. A quiet spoken, sensIt 
ive individual, Peter's qualities lie in his 
logical, intuitive and attentive approac 
to matters. His one fault may be his 
inability to realise that a politician can 
afford to "slap every back" and that h 
must not see himself walking a high 
narrow wall dividing the two substanti 
political factions ...••• 

If Peter Dunn 
adopts the sound approach to manage­
ment as exemplified in the following 
quotation from Dr Benefield he may 
retain sufficient physical and mental 
capacity to see out a term of twelve 
months." It has been my practice this 
year to allow the principle of delegat1 
according to expertise to operate with 
overt supervision from the top. At th 
same time, of course, I want to be kep 
informed of progress and development 
in all areas of the Association's activ1t1 
Confidence exhibited by the most seni♦ 

administrator acts to mirror or reflect 
confidence for other officers and staff 
and in time can assist in promoting a 
responsible approach '_o management. 

Delegation , recognition of expertis 
tolerance, attention to detail and shee 
guts are the qualities or administrativ 
factors which .I feel must be displayed 
by future Presidents. I have a rule of 
conduct which I adhere to even now. 
is that I care little whether people lik 
dislike me only that they should resp 
me and what I wish to do or have don 
for their benefit. I hope that Peter 
deserves and receives student respect. 

As I personally end seven years d1r 
involvement in student affairs I would 
like to pay tribute to one person . A 
of great presence who commands not 
with his immense intellect but his 
integrity and genuine sense of justice 
and fair-play, Neville Phillips, Rector 
and Vice -Chancellor will be remember 
by few students but always by studen 
administrators, whom he confronted 1 
past years. Of shy disposition he suff 
fools, hypocrites or liars not at all 
gladly . His often austere nature has 
misled the less knowing to see him as 
the perpetrator of university reaction 
student attitudes and actions ...•. 

In departing this University, I wish 
to make it clear that I sti 11 have a high 
regard for what has been achieved and 
the manner in which it was achieved. 
I am not pessimistic about the future, 
wish only to sound a note of caution 
saying that the students association a1 

institution is on trial. Let us hope th 
it is never found wanting. 
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