






































FACT FINDIN
ANDHRA PRADESH

In January, | was one of three New
Zealanders who joined an interna-
tional fact-finding tour to investi-
gate allegations of state terror in
theIndian state of Andhra Pradesh.

The tour was organised by the
International  Association of
People’s Lawyers and included
lawyers from Belgium, Canada,
Turkey and the Philippines. The
other two New Zealanders were
Mark Muller and Daphna Whit-

This is not surprising as condi-
tions are unimaginably dire
and ever-worsening. However,
instead of addressing the condi-
tions that drive the Naxalite phe-
nomenon, the state has sought to
crush the movement with a force
that has denied the basic demo-
cratic rights of many people.

Extra-judicial executions were
reported to occur regularly. In-
dian and international law, pro-

“We found that, beneath the veneer of de-
mocracy, state repression was widespread.”

more, both from Auckland. A
film-maker from the US travelled
with the team to make a docu-
mentary. We found that, beneath
the veneer of democracy, state
repression was  widespread.

Andhra Pradesh is a state within
which the revolutionary Naxalite
political movement is particularly
strong. Inthe late 1960s there were
peasant uprisings in India, most
prominently in Naxalbari, which
gave its name to the movement.
The movement was crushed,
but in recent years has seen a
resurgence. It has gained signifi-
cant support from the large and
increasingly desperate section
of society it seeks to empower.

- .

By Will Shannon

hibits the taking of life except by
a procedure sanctioned by law.
Despite this, many people we
spoke to gave accounts of people
who were picked up by police, il-
legally detained and killed. Police
would claim they were fired on,
returned fire in self-defence, and
the person was killed. But eyewit-
nesses would testify that no such
shootout could have occurred
because they had seen the person
being taken into police custody.

The true nature of these fake
“encounters” is well known. It
serves as a powerful deterrent
against supporting the Naxalite
movement. Evidence also sug-
gested that extra-judicial ex-
ecutions did not simply target
activists or sympathisers of the
movement. Victims often had
no link whatsoever. Police would
insinuate some form of connec-
tion and the case would be put
forward as an example of what
happens to Naxalite supporters.

The potential support base of the
movement is being terrorised into
submission. As well as encounter
killings, other forms of repression
were reported. Victims spoke of
the painful methods of torture em-
ployed by the Andhra Pradesh po-
lice or gangs who operate on their
behalf. Apart from the reported
torture being brutal in nature, tor-
ture as a method of investigation
is also outlawed in international
and Indian law. Again, torture
was not confined to supporters
of the Naxalite movement - many
of those spoken to were members
of various legal movements.

Representatives of the Demo-
cratic Teachers’ Federation spoke
of the many members of their
organisation who have been
harassed, illegally detained and
tortured for days, sometimes
weeks. They were forced to re-
sign from the organisation. The
Democratic Teachers’ Federa-
tion is a legal organisation with
25,000 members. It engages in
peaceful activities, mostly around
opposition to privatisation, sup-
porting local languages and the
right to organise and speak out
against government policies.

State repression is being used
in Andhra Pradesh on a fright-
ening level to silence any voice
that challenges the situation of
deprivation suffered by so many
because of lack of access to mate-
rial resources, and social oppor-
tunities for gaining such access.

FOR MORE INFO, SEE THE AD
ON PG 29
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__ The programme is run for University of
Canterbury undergraduate engineering students.
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experience that was far from average.

rate and cockroaches. .. "

While most of us returned to study from

| holidays spent working at everything from
retail to landscaping, the engineering
student spent the summer in Singapore
courtesy of an internship from the Nation-
al University of Singapore (NUS).

Sam was there for about thirteen weeks
working on a research project with the
Electrical and Computer Engineering de-
partment of NUS. The project was a multi-
ple-input DC-DC converter. Sam says, “the
idea is to combine small sources of energy
that you can wear on your body into a
larger source to do something useful.”

Sam spent his days in the laboratory,
“either building, testing and fixing circuits
or working on a computer doing research
or programming”. But he still had time
for sightseeing. The overall highlight was
jungle trekking in Malaysia where he saw
wild monkeys and snakes.
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While in Singapore, “it was definitely
all the fun times | had with the people |
met there. Like getting drunk with two
Swiss guys and a Kiwi down a red light
district alleyway in Little India with rats
and cockroaches, and then going back
to the residences where | stayed, and
swimming in ‘the fountains at 4am.”

He also noticed plenty of cultural differ-
ences including “singlish” a local variant
of English. He says “It's really efficient
and clipped... ‘May | please have rice
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to eat here’ would become ‘rice have
here’. And they end every sentence
with ‘lah” which is really funny to hear
and a lot like the way Kiwis say ‘eh’.”

He believes campus life in Singapore is
different, with a strong focus on success
and entrepreneurial skills. He says, “you
won't find an Ensoc there, the campus is
smoke and alcohol free. But | met lots
of people who were dying for a drink
and we made our own student life.”

Sam enjoyed his time in Singapore, say-
ing he misses the climate and food. The
internship provided Sam with $600 per
month stipend as well as subsidised ac-
commodation. Canterbury University paid
for his return airfare. The stay was part of
the “Vacation Internship Programme” run
yearly by NUS. The programme is run for
University of Canterbury undergraduate
engineering students from all disciplines
and also takes students from Australia.
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Berocca and Mountain Dew produce a rush
that will kill any thought of sleep for days.

By The Bachelor of Attendance

(’s Get Degrees (It’s just that A’s get better (

“| got my proboscis out and
dlpped it into the font and
sucked it up.”-Mel Gibson.

Fortune favours the brave, they
claim: But in reality, she favours
the better organised, commit-
ted, and prepared. Which is bad
news for students, whose busy
schedules leave little time for
study and essay writing amongst
the alcohol, dancing and alcohol.

Which is why your humble Bach-
elor of Attendance is willing to
share a few of the techniques that
have saved his ass and elevated
him above the common “C” stu-
dent into a proud “C+” student.

Provisions: Lots of caffeine, lots of
vitamins. Berocca and Mountain
Dew produce a rush that will kill
any thought of sleep for days.
Coffee is, as always, the constant
boon companion of the true
slacker; although tea drinkers can
take solace in the fact that a strong
brew contains 3mg more caffeine
than instant. Poncy buggers.

Cheese flavoured corn snacks are
a personal favourite, although
they tend to make short work
out of unprotected keyboards
- which is why the Bachelor has
a separate, scummy keyboard
for such . occasions and a
nickel plated tricked out Ondo-

Sendai deck for regular use
Equipment: Scrap paper and
pen, for outlines and notes.
Texts and course readers (your
own or borrowed from a library)
for quotes and last minute ref-

erence. Telephone, for calling

vour only hope for academic super powers is to micro-
wave your textbooks and stand in front of the door to

knowledge you did pICk up has
since been moved out of your
head to make room for more
Tekken 4 combos. Your only op-
tion here is to stay up all night
and wham your head against
the keyboard, counting on Chaos
Theory to see you through.

soak up that precious knowledge gamma wave.

classmates, tutors and lecturers
for assistance. Books of faith
and holy symbols, to call down
the curse of the Gods upon your
oppressive academic masters.

Music: Scholars claim that Mo-
zart’'s music stimulates “Alpha
Waves” in the mind, which can
enhance the thought processes.
Much more reliable in stimu-
lating these “Alpha Waves” is
radiation. Being a nuclear free
country, your only hope for aca-
demic super powers is to micro-
wave your textbooks and stand
in front of the door to soak up
that precious knowledge gamma
wave. For extra insurance, give
yourself paper cuts with the ir-
radiated remnants of said book.

The Writing: Lets face it, even
if you did go to lectures, any

And as the piercing light men call
“dawn” peeks up over the naked
city, as you gouge the accumulat-
ed eye gunk out of your sockets,
the first thing you see will be your
essay. It will be a towering monu-
ment to your achievements, your
fifteen-foot letters of fire on the
side of the academic Ivory Tower.
With pride, you will stride tall
through the campus; your essay
clutched in hand and you shall de-
posit it with a flourish into the ap-
propriate department’s drop box.

And in a week you'll learn you
got a C, and it will be good.

The Bachelor of Attendance
would like you to know that
having a nice body and velvet
pants does not make you cool. a
rchgeneralissimo@hotmail.com
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PG Adult themes

STATS 111/131 TUITION

Help is available for Stats 111/131
and Maths Year 1 for reasonable
hourly fees. By PhD engineering
student. Call 021-2362427 or email
yhk11@student.canterbury.ac.nz

PHOTOSOC AGM

Today (Wednesday 24 March)

at 5.00pm in the National Cen-
tre for Research on Europe,
level 2, Geography Building.
Can all those interested in be-
ing active in Photosoc attend.

FOODBANK VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

As much time as you can give
(one  hour/month  minimum)
Very laid back set-up - heaps of
time to catch up on readings or
CANTA! Contact Bridie Hard-
ing, Welfare, UCSA Exec, bjh
85@student.canterbury.ac.nz

REPRESSION AND RESIS-
TANCE-PUBLIC MEETINGS

In January, members of the
Anti-Capitalist Alliance travelled
to India to take part in Mumbai-
Resistance 2004, a major anti-
imperialist gathering in Mumbai
(Bombay) and to go on an in-
ternational fact-finding team to
investigate civil rights abuses in
Andhra Pradesh, India. The tour
was conducted semi-secretly
as the state has always refused
Amnesty and Human Rights
Watch permission to investigate.
Come along and hear the report-
back. 1pm, Friday, March 26,
International Room, Students As-
sociation building. All Welcome.

CAREERS ADVISORY

SERVICE

ARE YOU A FINAL YEAR STU-
DENT looking for graduate
employment in 2005, or a pen-
ultimate year student looking
for summer internships/work
experience? Our 2004 Gradu-

provide you with these opportuni-
ties - commences mid-March, so
register now on Canterbury Ca-
reerHub  www.canterbury.ac.nz/
student/careers and regu-
larly check Jobs and Events/
Employer Information Sessions.
DOYOUwanttofindoutmoreabout:
* Preparing a CV, applica-
tion form and covering letter?
. Preparing for a suc-
cessful job interview?
* Finding Some Direction -
Which Jobs Would Suit Me?
Check CareerHubEvents/CAS
Seminars - be prepared early!
Also, check your student email
regularly for recruitment messag-
es sent to course groups by CAS.

2004 GRADUATE RECRUIT-
MENT PROGRAMME

Target: Final year students (also
Summer Internships for pre-final
year students). The following
will be of particular interest to
students in Accountancy, Fi-
nance & Information Systems,
Economics, Law, IT,plus op-
portunities for other degrees.

Employer Informa-
tion Sessions this term:
(Full details on CareerHub Events/
Employer Information Sessions)
Students at all levels of
study welcome to attend.
26/3 Polson Higgs, 26/3 Re-
serve Bank, 29/3 Treasury, 29/4
Min Economic Development.
Virtual Careers Fair: 29 March-8
April, Australasia’s online meeting
place for students and employers
- visit www.vcf.gradlink.edu.au

Application closing dates:
(Full details on CareerHub Jobs)
26/3 First NZ Capital KPMG,
Bain International, UBS Invest-
ment Bank, Macquarie Bank;
29/3 PricewaterhouseCoopers;
31/3 Polson Higgs; 1/4 Deloitte;
2/4 Gosling Chapman; 4/4 Staples
Rodway; 5/4 Ernst & Young; 8/4
Accenture, Audit New Zealand;

Classifieds in Canta are free to

students. Deadline is midday

Friday. Please keep them as brief

as possible. Send classifieds to:
canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz.

NZ Treasury; 29/4 Reserve Bank.

New and recentgraduates can also
register on CareerHub and access
immediate vacancies for up to one
year after completion of studies.
GOT THE WOBBLIES? LOOK-
ING FOR SOME DIREC-
TION WITH YOUR STUDIES?
NEED YOUR CV CHECKED?
Whatever your year of
study, you can come and
talk to a Careers Aduviser.
No need for an appointment,
our drop-in  sessions are:
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 2pm-5pm:;
Wed & Fri: 9am-12 noon.
Come up and see us - collect
a free “Guide to Job-hunt-
ing” plus employer bro-
chures and application forms.
CAREERS ADVISORY SERVICE,
Level7,CentralLibrary Ph:3642591

LABOUR ON CAMPUS

Want to be part of the only po-
litical group on campus directly
linked to the government? Come
join Labour, and make a differ-
ence NOW! Contact Michael at
mpc41@student.canterbury.ac.nz

GOLDEN KEY

Don't be a sitting duck....
get involved. Golden Key has a
number positions available for
new or existing members to be a
part of the Colloquium (aka Youth
Forum)organising committee.
This forum is a mini-conference,
and one of GK’s larger annual
community activities. The pre-
liminary topic of discussion this
year is ‘war and terrorism’. If you
are interested in being a part of
this committee or have any ques-
tions regarding the event please

MUVZe[&l SURROUND SOUND Starts March 25 ’ ate Recruitment Programme can

HORNBY MALL “Students with 1D only Movie Guideline 349 2365 www.cinema3.co.nZ
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14/4 Queensland Treasury; 28/4 check out the Canterbury Golden
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1. Euthanasia — yes or no? Why?

2. What does fo'c’s'le mean? (answer:
forecastle, meaning the forward part of
a ship)

3. Should Mikey Havoc have been given
a new series?

4, What would you call the 10th planet?

5. How was your enrolment experience?
What changes to the system would you
suggest for the review?

Dave. BE. 1st Year
1. No. Justin case SOmMeone wasn't «
made the decision /lmpossible to .'ml"wm
g. \,iumpb/l’d have to look it up ety
- Newsboy is dream i
4. Goofy / Foghorn Lei;/h\c:?: gl Ll
5. Just don't make it wors

I didn‘t even enrol proper|
even worse!

e/Enrolment was a nj
. ghtmare.
y. Don't make a bad situation | F €te"" =y

ar. \d
1o die anyway: you shou

1. Yes. 9'e
be put out of your mis y

s hoys
9 Joey hike )
’}’ Yeah, | don't see why no

lene
i olleen McFarl
Z ‘;’At:ﬁﬁi:\hees (:Acr)e hit, but | don't kn
5. The

change it

gm(; ow how to

S
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Josh. Eng. 1st Year.

1. Sort of in between. Yes, becaus i

that, but no because too many things can
4 - . 7

2 \What language is it! : :

3. Maybe, sort of. 1 watched a bit of i

t Gonzalez ; . i
g- ‘Iatls:ai long, boring, hot. Changes: being told a bit more a

the process before the day

ause | would like the right to do
go wrong

{ last night and it was alright

out

& Joelle. BA. 3rd Year.

ane when they

. 3rd Year.

1. Yes. Why shou\dn’tly7ou b
't have the strengtj.. e :

c210||;‘cfrmer’Canta’Scrutm\sung Lemmings

3. Hell yeah ;

4. petra-discordia

5. They had me enro
student. | thought it was easy

e able to just because you

i ths
lled as a 3rd year, part-time mge 1
to get yourself into
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Earn Extra $$ Now!!

We're looking for enthusiastic, caring people for a wide
variety of care based/ nursing positions available now.

Flexi Hours
Experience Not Always Necessary

Exeeantimies oloay. Do what you can to get out of uni

APPLY NOW!
Cross Cook Strait from $35 one way or $110 per ca
Our student deals are available all year round from just $35pp. There’s
also a really cheap deal if you want to take your car, so grab some
mates and start planning. To book call — g
0800 802 802 or contact your accredited  £he Interisland line
~ travel agent. Subject to availability. weveeinterisiandline co.n2

democracy!
31st Mareh-1st i

The UCSA wants to know what
you think about joining the Nev
Zealand University Studentsff .
Association. H“” ”

A

I
U
So tell them by voting in thd
referendum. Polling booths at thf

UCSA, Main Library, Engineerin|
Commerce, Law and Science

Check the posters around campus fi
times and details or read Issue 60
B Canta out 31st March.




