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CRY FREEDOM 

Produced and directed by 
. Richard Attenborough 

Before seeing Cry Freedom I 
half expected it would be a 
"white liberal" film about 
human rights made for com­
mercial success. Having seen 
Richard Attenborough's epic, 
Ghandi, the prospect of a 
similar style of film about 
Steve Biko and South Africa 
made me slightly reticent 
about Cry Freedom. However 
my fears were not bourne out 
by the film, as I found it to be . 
a superior film to Ghandi. 
There were many similarities 
between the films, with both 
Steve Biko and Ghandi people 
who fought for human rights. 
The large crowd scenes and 
massacres in Ghandi were pre­
sent in Cry Freedom with the 
film opening with a police raid 
on the Crossroad Shantytown. 

Despite these similarities, 
Cry Freedom diffored from 
Ghandi, with a greater per­
sonal touch and less of the 
grandeur style that dominated 
Ghandi. The fact that the 
struggle for black South 
African's contrives, while the 
Indians have gained liberation • 
leads to a different message. 
Another reason for the ap­
proach of Cry Freedom is the 
personal influence of Donald 
Woods in the making of the 
film. Although Cry Freedom is 
about Steve Biko, Donald 
Woods (played by Kevin Kline), 
a white liberal newspaper 
editor, is the central figure of 
the film. 

Woods found his liberal ideas 
challenged when he decided to 
meet Biko (Denzel 
Washington). Biko was already 
a banned person at this stage 
of the film due to his political 
beliefs and actions. The 
meeting changed the course of 
Woods' life and resulted in the 
charasmatic black leader 
becoming a close friend of 
Woods'. The liberalism of 
Woods gradually made way for 
a more militant stance. 

However, as we kno·w, Biko 
. was arrested at a roadblock 
en-route to a black students 
rally. He was in custody for 
2 5 days where he was expos­
ed to extreme brutality and 
maltreatment which killed him, 
although official e;:planations 
stated Biko died as a result of 
a hunger strike. 

This led Woods to begin a 
campaign for an inquest and 
to reveal the true story behind 
Biko's death. Woods' actions 
resulted in him becoming a 
banned person with his family 
now subject to intimidation by 
the security police. 

At this point of the film, the 
story changes to focus on the 
escape of Woods and his fami­
ly out of South Africa. While 
the first half centred on Biko 
and messages of black libera­
tjon, the film now turns into 
an action packed escape 
drama. Having written a 
manuscript about Biko in 
secret, Woods disguises 
himself as a priest and 
escapes to Lesotho. His wife 
(Penelope Wilton) and family 
join him and they flee to Lon­
don without a cent to their 
name. 

Although this half of the film 
is aimed at commercial suc­
cess, A ttenborough does not 
let us forget the message in 

, Cry Freedom. Through 
flashbacks to Biko, we are 
reminded of the purpose for 
the escape - to gain support 
for the blacks' struggle 

• against apartheid. Cry Freedom 
ends with the Soweto 
massacre of 700 school 
children, a final scene that 
leaves a lasting impression. 

The commercial orientation 
of the film has drawn 
criticism, but Attenborough 
produces the film in that 
fashion so that the message 
of liberation could reach as 
many people as possible. He 
has stated that he is not in­
terested in making 'Art' 
movies that reach two people 
and a dog, and play only to 
the converted. I would have to 
agree with A ttenborough as 
the film will create an 
awareness of the situation in 
South Africa among many peo­
ple. If the film had finished 
with Biko's death people 
would not have left with feel­
ings of hope for the blacks in 
South Africa. This is the 
reason Attenborough finished 
on a more posi cive note, but 
with a remainder of the suf­
fering that persists. 

The influence of Woods has 
made events in Cry Freedom 
as authentic as possible. Ob­
viously some people will object 
to the commercial style A tten­
borough has taken. When you 
question it, just keep in mind 
the purpose of Cry Freedom to 
encourage popular support for 
the black struggle against 
apartheid. This can only be 
done effectively by catering to 
popular appeal. 

Andrew Bills 

Steve Biko 

LIMBS FREE 
Limbs will be giving a free lunchtime per­
formance in the Ballroom on Wednesday 
9th, at 12.00. Brought to you by 
U.C.S.A. 



OFFI.CIAL UCSA NO.TICE 
JOIN THE E TEAM 

Do you want to represent your fellow students and help save the Universe? 
Become an Arts, Commerce, Science or Fine Arts and Music Faculty delegate 

and fight the good fight on high powered university committees. 
Elections will be held at the Students Representative Council, Wednesday 16th. 

Anybody interested should see Bas, or Charlotte in the Education workroom or 
Alison in the Education Co-ordinator's office. 

ATTENTION BSAD STUDENTS 
Problems planning your degree due to new prerequisites? If you can't get into a 
Stage 3 BSAD course because of new prerequisites imposed in this year's Calen­
dar see a member of the UCSA Education Team. 

Sam Fisher: President 
Baz Star: Education Officer 
Alison Dalziel: Education Co-ordinator 
Martin Putt: Student Activities 
Charlotte Denny: Education Officer 

ELECTIONS 

On Thursday 24 March, two elections will be held. They are for: 

Charlotte Denny 
Education Officer 

1. TWO positions amongst the general executive of the Students' Association. 
2. Vice President of the Students Association. 

Nominations for each election close at 5 p.m. on Wed. 16 March in the Exec workroom. 
Nomination forms are available from the Main Office, and must be handed to the President or 

the Returning Officer Phil Anderson. 
The elections are completely separate, and it is possible to be a candidate in both of them if one 

wishes. 

TRIMMERS 
Trimmers Hairsalon offers you 

progressive individual 
hairdressing 6 days and 5 nights 

a week. 

Trimmers also offers 20% 
discount to all students. 

Call in to pick up your personalised 
discount card 

Become one of the interesting 
looking people walking out of 

Trimmers 

Chancery Lane, Gloucester Street, 
Christchurch, Phone 63-848 • 

If you've been on, or are on, the dole and ha\le 
wonderful stories to tell about the hassles in­
volved come and see CANTA. All information in 
total cont idence. 

THERE ARE OTHERS? 

We have copies outside the office of student 
papers from around the country. Come and help 
yourself. 

YOUNG DEMOCRATS 

Yes, we have arrived in Canterbury University 
and we are here to stay. We are not like. the 
Young Nationals or the Labour Club. We are a 
group of young people who really care about 
New Zealand's youth. • 

So look for us on Club Day 9th March and find 
out why we are better than the other political 
youth groups. 

CLUB DAYS 

Sports Clubs 
University sports clubs will be present in and 
around the Student Association foyer on Tues 
8th March. Display and information will be given 
on how to join a university sports club. 
Cultural Clubs 
On Wednesday 9th March Cultural Clubs will 
give displays and information. Come along and 
see what the University Intelligentsia have to of­
fer. 

DRAMASOC AGM 

Thursday March 10. Shelley Common Room 
7 .30 p.m. We promise the minimum of boring 
bits, free drinks and some surprise entertain­
ment. 

DRAMASOC 

Teddy Bear's picnic. Music amphitheatre. Satur­
day 12 March 11 a.m. B.Y.O. picnic and a cudd­
ly friend. 

CHRISTIAN UNION 

This week Peter Griffiths will be talking on com­
munication. Shelley Common Room ·Fri 11; 6 
p.m. 

UNIVERSITY RUGBY CLUB 

Pre season training for all grades. 
Tuesday 6.00 p.m.; Thursdays 6.00 p.m.; Sun­

days 10.00 a.m. 
Meet at the clubrooms on the 11am playing 

fields. 

DARTS 

The Darts Club is interested in you if you play 
darts socially and are into having a good time. 

We are proposing a social darts trip to 
Westport, in the second term, to play for the H 
and A quarterly Cup against the huller WMC. If 
you enjoy a good time with good people then join 
the UCDC. 

See you on club day or see Bill Pointer in the 
Exec Workroom, or phone Bill on 557-201. 

GAY AND LESBIAN STUDENTS! 

Monday Reading Room 7 • 10 p.m. 
The first meeting of GUSS (the Gay University 

Students' Society) will be held on Monday 9 
March in the Reading Room from 7 p.m. onward. 
This is a regular weekly spot. A warm welcome 
in a non-threatening environment is extended to 
new gays and lesbians on campus - and to 
anybody else going through the traumatic ex· 
perience of 'coming out'. See you there! 

SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY 
To all fans of science fiction, be it film, 
literature, or art, we' re in to it. Come and see us 
on Club Day or Monday nights 7 p.m. in the In­
ternational Room. 

Beginners classes starting this week. Training on 
every Tuesday 7.30 - 9.30 p.m. and Thursday 
6.00 - 8.00 p.m. in Ballroom, Student Union 
Building. See us on Club Day or attend classes. 

VOLLEYBALL • 

Anyone wishing to play volleyball at BNZ 
Easter Tournament please contact Bill Pointer, 
557-201 (or exec workroom) BNZ Easter Tour­
nament is at Lincoln College, so there are no 
transport costs or problems. The people eligible 
are those who are students at the University of 
Canterbury. 

Ring Bill at the above number or see the 
Volleyball club on Club Day. 

MUSIC RECITALS 

Saturday March 5, 8.00 p.m. James Hay 
Theatre. The University Trio. Jan Tawroszewicz, 
violin, James Tennant, cello, Maurice Till, piano. 
Music by Mazart, Schumann and Beethoven. 
Students $ 6.00 Tickets from School of Music or 
Town Hall. 

Thursday March 10, 1.10 p.m. School of Music. 
Peter Sagar, piano. Music by Scarlatti, and 
Schumann. Admission free. 

Thursday March 17, 1.10 p.m. School of Music. 
Adrian Adlam, violinist from Germany, with Peter 
Sagar, piano. Music by Tartini, Ravel and Ysaye. 
Admission free. 

Thursday March 24, 1.10 p.m. School of Music. 
Marjorie and Wendell Nelson, duo-pianists from 
California. Music by Mozart, Emma Lou Diemer 
and Schubert. Admission free. 

Tuesday March 29, 1.10 p.m. School of Music. 
Clarence Barlow, musician from Germany. Con­
temporary computer-generated music. Admission 
free. 

NAVSOC 

Bob Boardman is coming!!! Wounded in a war 
of hate, this ex-U.S. marine returned to Japan as 
a missionary to his former enemies. Hear his 
story. 1 p.m. Thursday March 24th in the 
Shelley Common Room. 

Navsoc offers a range of activities to help 
students explore and understand Christian belief 
and enable growth in Christian ·discipleship. 
Please phone Peter 515-443, or Kim 485-345 
for any information. 

TAE KWON DO 

Korean Martial Art. Demonstration Olympic 
Sport. Classes 4.30 - 6.00 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays Ballroom. Beginners welcome. 

MUSOC _ 

Notice of AGM 
The AGM of the University of Canterbury 
Musical Society will be held on Monday 14 
March, Lower Common Room, 7.00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Reports 
5. Election of Committee Members 
6. Other Formal Business 
7. Activities 1988 
8. General Business 
9. Alcohol Budget 

Any items that members wish to add to the 
agenda should be in my hands by Friday 4 March 
at 4.30 p.m. Richard Tankersley 

President 

CYCLE SAFETY 
New Zeai-and has the highest pro rate number of 
cycling accidents in the world. Most occur at 
night involving cyclists without lights. The situa­
tion is ludicrous and involves a high number of 
students. Riding at night without a light is 
dangerous. Disabled Persons Assembly 
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This is your collective Fifth Column here, 
leading by example all student politicos 
in political soundness. Starting at the top 
we bring you the personalities that 
crowd the airspace on the left bank of 
the river: Our prez 'Smoking Sam, Sam­
my the Dog, Sam our Man in the Hotseat 
even if he doesn't quite get his feet on 
the floor', Fisher. 

Upstairs along the corridors of power 
there are new, but somehow familiar 
faces. Proof here is life after death 
Alison Dalziel, new education co­
ordinator, has returned to work for 
students after being an executive 
member and Orientation controller before 
most present students could drive. 

One can only wonder in what form will 
the present Orientation controllers come 
back next. Anni Kolff is applying for a 
job as a prison warder. Says Anni "I 
knew I was doing this job for a reason". 
Doorstaff suggest that Fenn "Howmany 
women have been through tonight" Gor­
don should find a resting place in the 
census office. 

This week's star buffoon Meticulous 
Meta the Club and Societies Officer has 
made the glorious blunder of tackling the 
wrong man. Determined to erase 
memories of the Kunnen. era (the look 
mum no hands approach) Meta compiled 
a long list of every club. Unfortunately 
the contact number for the Rugby 
Leaguers was identical to the Vice 
Chancellor's whose secretary had little 
to offer. Our mistaken hero said it was 
even more embarrassing on the second 
phone call. 

Eyebrows could not help but fly up 
when Mike Lennard 1987 Finance Of­
ficer passed through Orientation doors 
on the Women's Collective card. Does 
this have anything to do with last year's 
Women's Rights Officer Suze Wilson be­
ing this year's Finance Officer??? 

Phil Anderson - lifelong student and 
probably the only one of us who isn't 
worried about the level of bursaries, 
because he'll shortly be eligible for 
superannuation, made a bit of a public 
gaffe in the last edition of his long runn-

ing memoirs Slobberfish. Phil complained 
to his ever-admiring public that the Ex­
ecutive are too politically sound and left­
wing to do a task as simple as updating 
the map of the Union building in the 
foyer. What Phil appears to have forgot· 
ten, but the rest of us remember all too 
well, was that 1987's Services Officer, 
in charge of minor details like updating 
maps, was none other than Phil Ander­
son. Still after all, Phil did resign in the 
first term and two months is not quite 
enough time to do something 'simple and 
non-political'. 

And where was the Fifth written this 
week? How did they gain access to the 
President's liquor cabinet? 

And who Is this man? Find out next 
week! 

':)\-K)/2.Tllvffi piAcnc FADS tq,\ 2. •. PolAPCJ 5 E . 

Lest We Forget 
1988 is but one issue old and already Canta 

has bloodied it's hands. If I recall, one of the 
few stands made by the paper in 19 8 7 was to 
ban advertising by army surplus stores. In the 
first issue of the new year I see the new Canta 
team has seen fit to sell the entire back page to 
such a store. A former Canta contributor men­
tioned to me recently that no one seems to be 
doing anything for nothing at Varsity these days. 
Canta too has shown it has its price - and one 
set surprisingly low for a university publication. 
The "whether or not" to advertise debate last 
year centred around whether or not such stores 
promoted militarism. 

I recently spoke to Jim Wilson - owner of 
Wilson's Army, Navy and Western surplus Stores 
- and he had this to say: that the products he 
dealt with were from Governments who were 
trying to get something back from personnel 
who left the armed forces. Surely then, by pur­
chasing military surplus ware, money goes in­
directly to help governments finance their ag­
gressive activities. One exception Mr Wilson 
noted was his supply of "Russian Dress Belts" 
which, he said, came not from the government 
concerned, but were captured in a theatre of 
war - Afghanistan! 

Mr Wilson quoted to me a comment from his 
supplier in the United States: "The best thing go­
ing for these belts is that they come from dead 
commies"! 

I find it abhorrent that Canta can, by allowing 
these stores to advertise, align itself to such a 
view. I respect that Canta has to make ends 
meet by selling advertising space. It also has a 
job to maintain its integrity and no amount of 
money - especially blood money - should 
jeopardise that. Don't sell students short, I 
would rather you didn't sell us at all. 

Yours 
Craig Dowling 

Craig - great to see such a committed student. 
Pity you're wrong. CANTA in 1987 never bann­
ed advertising from army surplus stores, we ran 
them. Perhaps your memory is slightly hazy and 
you are thinking of 1986 when CANTA banned 
all advertising for the armed services, because 
we do share your obviously committed political 
ideals. The ad in question is for an independent 
clothing store as Jim Wilson himself (who funnily 
can't remember making such comments) states. 
And sorry, there are no funds being secretly 
channelled from the store to right-wing rebels or 
the like. We don't sell you short - come up and 
have a look at the extensive list of groups we do 
not advertise. My hands are clean. • Ed. 

Full-time 
Tertiary Students 
Get through the year without a 
single lecture. 
Talk to us now about our student 
banking package. 
Everything but the run around. 

fiHP TRUST BANK 
CANTERBURY 
TODAY'S BANK 

875 788 
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The person behind the in­

stallation that has been in the _,. 
Students' Association Foyer ~ • 
during Orientation week is Jules ~ 
Goodger. All those who have I" v 

found their way into the maze • . ~ ' 
will agree that the installation is ~},-
unique. Jules is fascinated with 
mazes, in particular the idea of 
finding an entrance and then an 
exit - in this case the "exit" was 
in fact the centre which was 

the darkness of the passage. ~ . 
flooded with light in contrast to ' If~ f 

The maze was also thought of as ,,, ti · .. 
a chance for students to 'do' 
rather than just 'look'. This is 
something that Jules feels quite 
strongly about as she is in­
terested in doing work for peo­
ple and involving people in the 
process as shown by the group 
of people who helped with the 
installation. The experience of 
creating is as important as the 
final product. 

The murals have created com­
ment with the exclusive use of 
women figures and images. 
Jules sees her role as a woman 
artist as one of reclaiming 
women's images which have 
been rendered invisible through 
their neglect by men in art and 
literature. It is important to note 
that this reclaiming and expres­
sion of women's images does 
not exclude men as viewers, it is 
meant as art for everyone. 

The whole installation had a 
mystical sense about it, 
especially through the use of 
bones and skulls, and encourag­
ed also by the voodoo incanta­
tions painted on the floor as the 
final act of the installation to 
conjour up a spiritual sense. This 
mystical sense has obviously ap­
pealed to a number of people 

. who in the last week have found 
the maze a great place to get 
stoned! The whole installation is 
being taken down this week but 
Jules hopes to be able to use the 
materials again at some stage to 
construct a similar piece for 
students. 

I ' 


