




































News STUDENT NATION 
Universal All·owance, Tertiary 
Review Update 
The Minister of Education, Wyatt 
Creech, told NZUSA President 
Michael Gibbs that progress on imple-
menting a universal student allow-
ances policy, outlined in the coalition 
agreement, was tied up with a com-
prehensive 'Youth Income Support' 
package. Creech said this would en-
sure 'comparability' between students 
and others such as the unemployed. 
Gibbs met with Creech on March 5. 
Creech ~aid a green paper outlining 
'government thinking' on tertiary edu-

cation would be produced in about six 
months. Draft legislation would be 
prepared in 1998 and policy would 
come into force the following year. 
Creech told Gibbs that he recom-
mended to government there be no 
'sector representatives' on the panel 
that conducts the tertiary education 
review, as these members would be 
'captured' by the interests of their con-
stituencies. This may impact detrimen-
tally on students' ability to contribute 
towards the review.-ASPA 

Allowance Policy �R�Q��Hold 
Students counting on quick implemen-
tation of the Government's Universal 
Tertiary Student Allowance (UTSA) 
policy will have finished their degrees 
by the time the UTSA policy is final-
ised. 
A spokesperson for the Minister of 
Education Wyatt Creech told 'Nexus' 
(Waikato) that policy is-still to be de-
veloped. The spokesperson could not 
provide details of the policy's cost, the 

amount of the allowance or the length 
of eligibility. 
In a statement the spokesperson said 
"The Coalition Agreement commits 
the coalition government to working 
within the first term of office towards 
a, universal system of living allow-
ances for tertiary students'. 
In practice UTSA policy may not be 
developed until the end of the Gov-
ernment's term in 1999.-Nexus, ASPA 

Victoria Hides Behind 
Academic Freedom 

serve more than assurances that the 
education they're paying for is up to 
scratch." 
The University states in papers given 
to the High Court that 'quality consid-
erations do not form part of the con-
tract entered into between students and 
"their institution.' 

Police on Campus at Otago? 

The debate over police presence on the 
Otago campus continues despite a Spe-
cial General Meeting vote against the 
proposal. The Otago University Stu-
dents' Association is to hold a refer-
endum on the issue in August. 

OUSA President Rachel Brooking 
said, "a referendum enables OUSA to 
consult widely on the issue of a cam-
pus community constable. It will give 
a strong indication to the police and 
University how a significant amount 
of the campus feel." 

Otago University Proctor Prof. Ron 
Chambers says he is "obviously dis-
appointed at the SGM vote. He is not 
convinced that the motion passed is a 
true indication of the opinion of the 
majority of the student body. He hopes 
for a large vote in the referendum that 
will be a true reflection of student 
opinion.- Critic, ASPA 

Academics Sacked 
To Save$ 

Waikato University may Jose up to 21 
staff as departments try to balance their 
budgets. 

Vice-Chancellor Brian Gould (former 
Conservative MP in Britain) said such 
changes are "normal managerial prac-
tice". "We should get used to the fact 
that we're in a situation where demand 
for tertiary education at best will be 
patchy and our funding at least as far 
as we know is going to be cut." 

Victoria University wants complaints 
of poor course quality taken by stu-
dents to the High Court struck out. The 
University claims academic freedom 
protects it from such legal action. 
NZUSA and APSU believe the appli-
cation by Victoria to have the case 
i;truck out could have national and in-
ternational implications for students. 

ZUSA President Michael Gibbs 
stated '•Victoria is saying that tertiary 
institutions do not have duty of care 
to students who study within them. 

I 6 Instead students pay their fees and take 
their chances. We think students de-

Action is being brought against Vic-
toria by former students of the 
MA(Applied) in Environmental Stud-
ies who argue the course was of poor 
standard and didn't deliver what was 
promised in the prospectus.-ASPA 

Annie Barker disagrees with Gould. 
Barker, of the Association of Univer-
sity Staff, said voluntary redundancies 
had not been normal managerial prac-
tice at New Zealand universities until 
now. She said the redundancy and re-
tirement offers could be repeated in 
other areas as further departmental re-
views get under way.-ASPA 

'Pro-lifers resign to protect Waikato 
Union for VSM' I initially rejoiced. I 
thought, "what a good sign it is that 
people who want to make abortion il-
legal are getting marginalised." They 
seem to display the attitude that if you 
don't have a belief ·worth dying for 
there's no point in living while con-
tinually talking about the sanctity of 
life. It's about time that this was re-
vealed as a little more than inconsist- �W����

ent. 
As soon as I restrained my glee that 
I'm not the only person who reckons 
that anti-abortion 'Students Organised 
to Uphold Life' doesn't sound very 
cool, I realised the downside of this 
purification of the Waikato Students' 
Union. It's a warning of what volun-
tary student membership would do to 
students' associations. 
Despite its so-called freedom of choice 
it seems that VSM would lead to as-
sociations being obsessed with main-
taining their m'ainstream image. It 
would mean the popularity of the as-
sociation being its most important fea-
ture. The image of the associatioh 
would be upheld at the expense of si-
lenctng minority voices. Isn't an as-
sociation like that abdicating its re-
sponsibilities to students? 

Ellen Murray 
UCSA Women's Rights Officer 

Letters 
WRITE AND WIN 

You could score a $30 UBS 
voucher just by writing a 
letter to CANTA! The best 
letter received by the 
deadline that meets letter 
policy (see below) will win. 
The Editor's decide and 
their decision is final. Put 
pen to paper now! 

LETTERS POLICY 

CANTA welcomes readers' 
opinions on issues discussed 
in the magazine and other rel-
evant topics.All letters should 
be typed, 200 words maxi-
mum. Please include your 
name, address, phone# and 
Student I.D.#. Letters should 
be received by Wed. noon. 

NOTE:The policy on pseudo-
nyms is under review. 

Courses held every Thursday evening 
at the R~ Centre, 6.30pm G-----, Lf'c,;-f 

For bookings or more infomation call ·/·--- �-��

�� ����366-8944 ~, 
Christchurch Parachute sctlool 



What's On 
Celluloid; 
The Kingdom @Academy.A cross 
between the 'X-Flles' and 'ER', this 
Danish·cultTV show on the big screen 
returns to Christchurch. Don't mls~, 
it this time! 

Evita@ Regent, Rialto, H-6.TheAr-
gentlnians may be crying over Madon, 
na's. performance, but she remains in 
vogue with the CANTA Ed. 

Oars and Brain-

Sex a~d Socialism @ Room 4021 
English Departmen,t,TODAY, Mar 26,, 
5.45pm. 

Voluntary Euthanasia @ C2, TO-
DAY, Mar 26, 7.30pm. 

.. 

PostgradSit A're you gettigi'Y,il 
fqr money? @ !J.ower •• 
Room, UCSA, Thurs; Apr;j 

' bate. wittt' David NQyiµ, ~ · 
Orsala Cheer. 4.30pm d,r:i' 
debate starts ,?• \;5prii. 

Qqeer Theof.lyTSo'ciolog 
Cares? @ Room227,Soci 
day,AprUA. w 

ibesptao ~end, 
SubURB @tlte Re 
until ApfU 5. Tobyt 
to ~last yea,r's 'Linn 

" with e>ccitiryg tech 
,, distract non-Shake 

t:•·,v - -- - . ,:;:~ - • 

from t~e fact cl:iatJ 
of'TWefth Night'. 

Kaz @ the Southern 

JUST BE DANCE 

Friday April 4, 9pm onwards in the 
UCSA Upper Common Room. $5 . The 
first BLG dance of the year. For bi-
sexual, lesbian, gay, transgender, unla-

• belled students and their friends. 
Brought to you by BLG, which meets 
Thursdays, 6pm in the International 
Room, first floor, UCSA Building. 
Contact: Andrew 343 3418 or Tiffany 
348 7069 (UCSA). 

POSTGRADUATE DEBATE: 

'Are Postgraduates getting value for 
money at Canterbury?' 

Debated by: David Novitz PHIL, Jack 
Heinemann PAMS , David Shelley 
GEOL, Ursua! Cheer LAWS 
THUR, APRIL 3 4.30PM Lower Com-
mon Room 
Meeting will start with drinks and 
snacks, debate will start at 5.15pm 
All Postgraduates and interested aca-
demic staff welcome. 
More info? Contact UCSA President 
Tiffany Page 348 7069 

SEX AND SOCIALISM 

Women's oppression and liberation; the 
family; homosexuality; sex, sexuality 
and social control; porn and moral pu-
rity campaigns; feminism ; sex after the 
revolution- more, less, better? 
These and other related issues will be 
discussed in a workshop organised by 
the Marxist Society. 
Speaker: Bryce Edwards (PhD student 
in sociology). 
TODAY, March 26, 5.45pm, Seminar 
Room 402, 4th Floor, Education 
Dept. 

TO BUDDING WRITERS! 

To all those who expressed interest in 
the Writers' Group during the recent 
Clubs Day- I've lost the list of names. 
If you ' re still keen, or if you missed 

Clubs Day and would like to partici-
pate in writing workshops, seminars, or 
public performances, the next meeting 
is: TONIGHT, Mar 26, 7pm, Read-
ing Room, 1st Floor, UCSA. 

Students with Disabilities 

On your enrolment form, perhaps you 
identified yourself as having a disabil-
ity. What is a disability? A disability is 
any impairment (visible and invisible) 
that could create barriers to your study 
at university. The list is long and one 
of the clubs on campus that provides 
support is The University of Canterbury 
Students with Disabilities Society 
(SWD). 

SWD has the lofty mission of meeting 
the aspirations of students with disabili-
ties for equal educational opportunities 
and participation at this university. 

The next meeting of the Students 
with Disabilities Society will be in the 
USCA Board Room at 11 am, Friday, 
llthApril, 1997. All students, staff and 
friends are more than welcome. For 
more information , please contact 
James , 348 9134 or email 
jho32@pophost 

Wanted to buy: 

Second-hand Powerbook 180 or 540c. 
If you are selling, please contact 
Margaret at the CANTA office, or leave 
a note in the News Editor 's pigeonhole. 

Bridge Club 

If you are interested in learning to play 
bridge come along to the UCSA Lower 
Common Room, Thursdays I 2-4pm. 
For more information phone Karen 352 
2440. 

WANTED 
MUSOC's production of "Lust" 
requires: 

Notices 
•wardrobe coordinators 
•hair/ wigs/ make-up assistants 
Phone Catherine 3746543 

COMEDY CLUB 

We are looking for actors, writers, sing-
ers, musicians, stagehands, lighting and 
sound people. We meet Monday and 
Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Upper 
Common Room. For more info ring 
Guy Roberts 358 6156. 

QUEER WOMEN'S LUNCHES 
Lesbians and queer, bisexual and unla-
belled women! Lunch every Thursday 
I-2pm in the Women 's Room. 

SOUND OF MUSIC: 
UNPLUGGED AND ON 
CAMPUS 
The Campus Choir wants to sing and 
have fun singing. We rehearse in the 
dining hall at Rochester and Rutherford 
Hall (77 Ilam Rd opposite Ilam School) 
on Monday nights at 7.30 for two hours. 
There will be one other time each week 
to be arranged. Our membership is open 
to all. For more information phone Mat-
thew Jackson 343 I 585 

UCSA Walkhome Service: 
We NeedYou! 

If you are interested in working for th is 
service please fill in an application form 
available from the UCSA Reception 
Desk. The service operates from the 
Main Library steps in the evening, 7 
days a week escorting students to places 
of safety. We are looking for both male 
and female students with experience in 
security, martial arts, or self-defence. 
Any queri es contact Tiffany at UCSA 
348 7069. 

Navigators 

AGM, Thursday March 27, 7.30pm, 85 
Middleton Rd. 
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