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,rvice for your viewin d 
service available to ; rusa ers 
; a box at UCSA re< crash 
• each issue is the 1 

,pie who aren't allo~t Alb 
,r you lot we have a an:y 
o hear from you. 
)OVe guys and gals mi, 
LoveMan in the hou 1998 Super 12 season 
:eed to have you s d on a bad note for the 
,ship of your choice' erbury Crusaders at Al-

Stadium on Saturday 

I I : ·;. 
I ! �
�L��rusaders went down to 

hiefs 23-25 in a game 
produced occasional 

-------.es of brilliance from 
teams. Canterbury was 

------._ game until the 
inute when the 

------aders forwards 
, penalised in 

------of the posts and 
------at Leon 
-------Donald slotted 
------->enal ty goal to 

h the game 
------ the Crusaders. 
ryce, 2nd yr 81:rame started on 

I. N~ plosive note 
2. No frills boxetiJoth sets offor-

3. He's the m~s attempting to 
s and lots of ther thei r seal of 

t of style. 

rity over each 
. Neither pack 
willing to .back 
, and the tem-
ure almost 
over with the 

: ro ws con-
y bickering at 
over for the 
part of the 

oss of key play-
rns an obvious 
.icap for the 
~ders, with both 
first choice 

;ers, (Gibson 
So'oalo) un-
lable fo r the , 
;. The explosive 
that Gibson and 
alo add to the 
! was missing 
tturday, with re-
ement Norm 
1man preferring 
1ance the kick 
chase method, 
to run at the 

fs defence. The 
:1.ders pack had 
ite game, with 
ex ception of 
1 Maxwell who 
·erocious on de-
e. Todd Blackadder 
t seem to be anywhere 
the sparkling form that 
ms in last year. He 
1ed to be a bit slower 
1d the field at Albany, 
when he dropped his 
as MacDonald was lin-
p the kick, he knew the 
aders had let this one 

centre pairing of Little 
vlcCleod stole the show 
1e Chiefs. Walter Little 
1 showed he should not 
derrated by anyone. Re-

gardless of Littles age or re-
cent form, he showed he is 
still one of the worlds great-
est game breakers. Watching 
McCleods performance 
made me believe that John 
Hart will sleep easy over 
finding a replacement for 
Frank Bunce (if he does re-

tire). McCleod is a great 
player, who possesses lethal 
speed and strength. 
Although this was a 
disapointing start to the su-
per 12 for the Crusaders, 
there will undoubtedly be 
improvements for the team in 
the next few weeks. How-
ever, nothing can be taken 
away from the Chiefs who 
performed very well and 
could prove to be the high 
flyers of this year's super 12. 

By Dave Campbell. 
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Summer of discontent 
By the time this article goes 
to print, New Zealands 
'Black Caps' would have 
completed an extremely suc-
cessful test and one day se-
ries against the mighty Zim-
babwe. Add to this, a couple 
of one day wins against Aus-
tralia, and you could almost 
say that we are at the tail end 
of a fairly successful cricket 
season. Unfortunately this is 
not the case. 

It is very difficult to read 
much into a series against the 
African minnows, (aliliough 
Zimbabwe is 'officially' 
ranked above New Zealand 
as a test playing nation) both 
tests were won by huge mar-
gins. Although sharing a one 
day series with Australia 
would normally be seen as a 
great result, one must re-
member this was a severely 
depleted Australian team that 
looked upon their trip down 
as a chance to rest their top 

players, and breed their ever 
growing supply of young tal-
ented players. 
Once again the season started 
wiili a stutter, the form on the 
early season tour to Zimba-
bwe was average to say the 
least. Without the heroics of 
this years outstanding one 
day player, Chris Harris, the 
Black Caps would have re-
turned without any success. 
The tour to Australia was 

seen by many as 
New Zealands 
big chance to pit 
their skills 
against the 
worlds best. Un-
fortunately this 
tour produced 
some very poor 
results. Not only 
did New 
Zealand struggle 
in games against 
Australia and 
South Africa, 
but also in the 
warm up 
matches against 
the Australian 
State and invita-
tion teams. Wins 
were very hard 
to come by in 
Australia, (al-
though in de-
fence of the 
Black Caps a 
few of the one 
day loses were 
agonisingly 

,close). The test 
series was lost 2-
0, and New 
Zealand lu m-
bered to the bot-
tom of the 
Carlton United 
World series 
table. 
So why is New 
Zealand cricket 
in such a posi-
tion? Why can 
we not produce 
consistent per-
formances in-
stead of occa-
sional flashes of 
brilliance? 
There is no 
doubt we do 

have the talent in this coun-
try to produce outstanding 
cricket players. We also have 
age on our side, the average 
age of the players in the cur-
rent team must equate to 
something about 23 or 24 
years of age. The emergence 
of the New Zealand Cricket 
Academy will also help fos-
ter the talents of our young 
player~. 
I believe the problems lie in 
the c6acbihg and manage-
ment;of ilie team. The current 

players (with a few excep-
tions) are playing below the 
standards that we the critics, 
know they are capable of. 
When the full amount of tal-
ent is not being extracted 
from an individual, one must 
point their finger at the 
coach, who is not effectively 
coaching and managing his 
players. Regardless of the 
ski !ls and experience that 
Steve Rixon holds, he is not 
the right man for the job. The 
fact Rixon is an Australian 
doesn't bother me in the 
slightest, however the fact he 
is an Australian coaching a 
New Zealand team infuriates 
me. Rixon walked into the 
job knowing very little about 
New Zealand cricket, or New 
Zealand cricket players. One 
must wonder what the 
thoughts of the players were 
when they heard the news 
that Rixon was coach. 
I struggle to see what the 
point was in putting Steve 
Rixon in as coach of the New 
Zealand cricket team was. He 
would have been better suited 
coming into the team in an 
advisory position, to aid the 
team in cricketing aspects 
they are struggling with. 
Rixon will always struggle to 
gain full respect from the 
New Zealand team and pub-
lic, regardless of the results 
he may get. 
What New Zealand cricket 
needs is a coach and manage-
ment team that are compe-
tent, and able to extract the 
full potential of the team. 
This has not been achieved 
for quite some time now. An 
excellent example of this is a 
player like Chris Cairns, who 
was able to play consistently 
for Notts in England year af-
ter year, and then lose his 
form as soon as he returned 
to New Zealand. 
I believe New Zealand needs 
a coach who will automati-
cally gain the respect of the 
players. It must be someone 
who is familiar with all of the 
players and who will not 
have 'favourites' within the 
team (which has been evident 
in some recent coaches). The 
Black Caps need a coach who 
will develop New Zealand 
cricket, and stay in favour 
with the players and public. 
There are a number of people 

seas. With confidence. stabil-
ity and the right people to di-
rect New Zealand cricket, 
there is no reason why we 
cannot return to glory days 
for kiwi cricket. 

By Dave Campbell 

within New Zealand who .--------.-- , 
could take on the role of 
coach for the team, if you 
take the names of John ......... ~--
Wright, Waren Lees, Martin 
Crowe and Sir Richard 
Hadlee, ther~ is no reason ,-...__.....,.~-
whatsoever why New 
Zealand cricket should even 
contemplate looking over-
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moved and 
it's ... 
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