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Letter~ 
ENIGMATIC ATHEISTIC RANT 

Our hi story indicates that we are not 
capab le of sustaining a mutually 
beneficial relationship with any form 
of life on thi s planet. We are like a 
cancer whi ch has evolved here on 
Earth (and should not be allowed to 
leave) and sooner, or later, nature will 
produce one or more species which 
uses us as a home or food. Nature 
ab hors a vacuum and it is just a 
question of time. 
Death to all, we do not derserve the 
gift of life. With good design, we will 
die slowly in our own pollution. Who 
gives a fu ck about trees anywhere 
anyway? Maybe an advanced , 
ext remely lethal form of Ebola or the 
quick kill with a well-aimed metorite. 
We are the most vicious and evil form 
of li fe whi ch inhabits the earth today 
and do not deserve the opportunity 
we have been given. We have never 
left behind the jungle mentally and 
are still fi ghting everything around 
us, including ourselves. However, all 
we have to dci is wait! Revel in your 
ignorance and/or arrogance for the 
writing is on the wall. In the overall 
scheme of things, your essence and 
memories wi II fade like tears in the 
rai n or footprints on the beach of 
time. 

The Anti-Christian 

FRASER' IS DUMB 

Has anyo ne seen 'Fraser ' , TV I, 
Wed nes days? Like so much of 
te lev ision these daA it is a brilliant 
opportunity wasted in the name of 
entertainment. 
Recent ly Fraser interviewed John 
Banks. Rather than asking him about 
his attitudes to modern politics etc., 
Fraser asked about the alleged assault 
by Winston Peters, the chances of 
reta li ation etc. 
Compare this superficial claptrap 

36 with quality current affairs shows like 
those on the BBC, such as 'Breakfast 

With Frost ' , where thoughtful, 
reasoned questions are put to 
politicians. 
Viewers are being cheated and we all 
suffer from this lack of intelligence. 
If only we had the equivalent of 
Morning Report and Kim Hill on 
television! 

Sebastian Ross 

ACADEMIA IS A CUSHY 
NUMBER 

In reply to 'Say it like it is. ' (Letters, 
Issue 7) Well done. You have not only 
summed·up the academic staff but the 
whole staff of the university from top 
to bottom. I whole-heartedly agree 
with it being a cushy number and a 
job for life. It's about time it was 
privatised. 

One at the bottom 

LETTER OFTHEWEEK @ 
MY RIGHTTO SMOKE 

To the "Fuming Non-Smoker" 
(Issue 8), 
Aren't we letting our prejudices cloud 
our views? I quote "smokers indulge 
their habit everywhere they are 
specifically told that they can't". Um, 
no. At varsity, I smoke in the 
Smokers' Cafe, and the bar. These are 
designated smoking areas. Two of my 
flatmates don't smoke, so I smoke 
outside, or in my room with the door 
closed a11d the window open. 
Smokers are not all inconsiderate 
bastards out to spoil your day; some 
are, but not all. As for my "conscious 
decision to die", try a conscious 
decision to take my life into my own 
hands and a choice to do what I enjoy. 
And what's all this crap about your 
taxes? A packet of cigarettes costs me 
about $6. Every time I buy a packet 

of cigarettes, I pay about $3.80 
towards my own health care. At one 
packet a day, that's about $1383 a 
year. That's a fair bit of health care.I 
bet if a smoker ran over you in their 
car, you'd want my wces to pay for 
your care. After all, I pay way more 
than you. Try a bit of fact-finding. 
And if you don't want me to exercise 
my right to smoke around you, don't 
come into the smoking areas. We 
don't want you there. 

Love and Rockets 
Claire (not Ms) Newcombe 

VSM AND COHABITATION 

I wish to confess. While . you were 
away for the holidays I cheated on 
you and had an affair with Salient 
(Victoria's student mag). In 
retrospect it was the familiar one-ply 
feel of the paper that made it seem 
natural to stray and go beyond the 
cover. I realise now how much I have 
betrayed you and can only assure you 
that I did not enjoy it. In fact, I called 
the whole thing off when I had the 
misfortune to cast my eyes upon the 
following words of Vic's student 
association President, Alistair Shaw: 
"I wonder if those who complain that 
they get no benefit from the student's 
association are aware that it is only 
because of the past struggles of 
students, through our collective 
organisations, that allow us to share 
our houses with people of the 
opposite sex - and not be expelled 
because of it?" (April 21, p4) 
Well strike me down with a sudden 
flash' of white light. Congratulations 
to Alistair for singlehandedly 
identifying this elusive benefit_ and 

seemingly justifying the imposiuon 
of a student association fee well into 

the 21 st century. 

Fool's Gold 

P.S. Hang on a minute. What ifl ~nlY 
flat with people of the same sex· 

NIPPLES AND SUCKII\IG 

I am a long-time subscriber to your 
magazine and I enjoy reading the 
letters page, but I never thought that 
anything as wild as the 
stories described in some of those 
letters would ever happen to me. 
That was until last week, when I was 
working on the fourth floor of 
the library, and happened to catch the 
eye of a gorgeous woman 
sitting several seats down from me. 
She looked up from the book she was 
reading on ancient Belgian erotica 
and gave me a knowing wink. I tried 
to turn my mind back to the essay I 
was , writing on the history of 
Women's Peasant Rebellions in the 
Upper Volga Region, but I could not 
keep my eyes off her voluptuous but 
firm body. She beckoned me towards 
her and began rubbing her neck as 

she sensed the heat of my gaze. 
Should I make a move? My resolve 
hardened. I know it's a strange name 
for that part of my body, but 
vocabulary was coming a distant 
second to my state of arousal. 
Alighting to her in a single bound, I 
ripped off her blouse began to suck 
and tweak her 1997 
CAPPING REVUE: ORIGINAL 
SKETCH COMEDY PERFORMED 
IN THE NGAIO MARSH 
THEATRE 29-31 MAY, 4-7 JUNE. 
TICKETS ONLY $5 FROM THE 
UCSA TICKET OFFICE. MOST 
POPULAR SHOW ON CAMPUS . 
and a three-hour loan later, we lay 
panting on the rough tiled.felt carpet 
of the library floor. As I put back on 
my sopping corduroys and she pulled 
back on her thong and ultra-tight 
mini-skirt, she thanked me in a husky 
voice and told me it was the best sex 

she'd ever had on the HG4OO section 
of the library. I hoped you enjoyed 
reading about it as much I enjoyed 
watching it. 

Mr. G. Nipples (address withheld) 

LETTERS POLICY 
CANTA welcomes read-
ers' opinions on issues 
discussed in the magazine 
and other relevant topics. 
All letters should be typed 
200 words maximum. 
Please include you~ name, 
address, phone# and 
Student I.D.#. Letters 
sho_uld be received by Fri. 
noon 

WORK,TRAVEL,PLAY 
THROUGH THE USA 

NOVEMBER/MARCH 
Quality Work/Travel Program For 

Students Ages 20-26 
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• Ski Areas • Outdoor Education Programs 
• National Parks • Golf/Tennis Resorts 
• Residential Centers for the D isabled 

Our Complete· Package Inc l udes: 

'

Guaranteed Job Offer 
Roundtrip Flights to Los Angeles 
J-1 Work/Travel Visa 
Predeparture Orientation 
Arrival Orientation: 2 Nights in ·Los. 
Angeles and Disneyland P ass 

Comprehensive Insura n ce 
Support While In The U SA 

Work Experience USA is a division of Camp Co ,mselors USA 
Call today for information - apply N OW 

for the best jobs 
(09) 575 78 .... 3 
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What's On 
Screen savers 
Bon Voyeur, as the French say. 

Career Girls@ the Rialto. Mike Leigh's 
latest (Secrets and Lies). Happy, fun, 
unsentimental film, filled with eighties 
memories.Admittedly though, a bit of 
a hairdressers' flick. 

Hype @ Regent-on-Worcester. The 
rise and premature suicide of Seattle 
sound. Nirvana, Pearl Jam, Soundgarden. 
Yeah.Man. 

Breaking the Waves @ Cloisters. Scot-
tish fundamentalism, sexual repression 
and hand held camera work. Unsettling 
in a self-improving kind of way. 

Just a Stage 
The smell of grease paint, the coloured 
lights. Like a migraine only more expen-
sive. 

ORGY PIES:The 1997 Capping Com-
edy Revue @ Ngaio Marsh. May 29-
31, June 4-7, 7.30pm. 

The Oedipus Plays @ the Free The-
atre. Sadly this production was delayed 
and so missed the obvious mothers' 
day _market. 

The X-Philes@ Court 2.A partly im-
provised, partly scripted spoof of t~e 
phonetically spelt version. Fantastic 
special effects, involving some torches, 
finger puppets .and coloured cello-
phane. 

The Ballard of Jimmy Costello.June 4 -
14th at the Repertory.Tim Balme plays 
a good looking criminal type. Remem-
ber Greg off Shortland Street/That was 
Tim playing a good looking criminal 
type as well. 

Note-worthy 
Lots of notes for your money. 

Daniel Morris (cello) plays Hayden and 
Corrette.This Thursday, 1.1 0pm, Recital 
Room 205, School of Music. $2 admis-
sion. 

The University of Canterbury Trio. 
Diedre Irons [piano],JanTawroszewicz 
[violin] and Alexander lvas~kin [c~llo]. 
The complete music for Piano Trio by 
F. Schubert. This Friday, 8pm, Great Hall. 
_Admission $20; $15. 

Gunther Schuller (conductor) and 
Anatol Ugorski (pi- _ _........--~ 
ano) play Brahms and 
Scriabin.Tuesday June 
3, 8pm. Christchurch 
Town Hall. Student 
rush tickets $5. 

TV nation 
Justify staying home. 

THE SIMPSONS. Fri-
day on TV2. I am in-
articulate with ex-
citement. Hooray. A 
new series. This Fri-
day. I tremble in an-
ticipation. Golly I love 
The Simpsons, Noth-
ing else comes close 
to them. If they 
weren't cartoons I 
would stalk them, like 
a psycho-fan. 

McCormick. 
Wednesday on TV I. 
I love Gary as well. If 
he were a cartoon, 
that'd be great. 

Our Friends in the 
North. Sunday on 
TV I . Now to show 
the serious side of 
CANTA What's On. 
Four friends, from 
the I 960s to the 90s. Change and grow, 
people. 

Reading Lights. 
Read on, you crazy kids. 

Words and Writers Week @ the Arts 
Centre. May 31 - June 7. Literary events, 
workshops and activities. Highlight for 
me promises to be Eat Your Words at 
the Great Hall on June S. Food writers 

cook and talk; wine and edible delights 
promised. $10 tickets. 

Books and Beyond. May 31 - June 7. 
The first Cant;erbury book festival. In-
cludes everything from Victorian 
children's books (Salamander Gallery), 
a rotten review exhibit (Visitors Gal-

P t y Slam lery at the arts centre), oe r 
(poetry meets the Olympics at the/; 
Nightclub, Wednesday 7pm) an t 
Shakespearean film festival at Regen • 
on-Worchester. 

• . • this 
The Library.The hot destination in k 

f boos, cultural feeding frenzy. Lots O (fee 
shelves, warm air, if they'd put a co ex· 
bar in that'd be fab. I'd never leave 
cept to watch The Simpsons. 

FREE CHOCOLATE FISH!! 
You want to prove to the world 
you're a joiner, a team player, not 
just another angry loner. );'.'ou want 
job skills for your CV. You want 
somewhere warm to sleep during 
the day. 
Come to a news volunteers' training 
session. Margaret, Q~A's-news 
editor will show you how to write 
news, hef p you with your 
interviewing skills, give you tips on 
chocolate fish etiquette and win yoti 
over with chann and wit. 
CANTA, UCSAlstFloor, M,onday 
June 9, 3pm 

WINE CLUB 
At the University Wine Club you 
can learn more about appreciating 
wine, try wines from our excellent 
cellar and meet new friends. Come 
along and enjoy our tastings for this 
term: 
Fri, June 6: Special- from a big name 
Fri, June 23: Marlborough wines 
Try some fantastic wines for some 
of lowest prices around: Members 
$10; Visitors $12. You can join in 
for the night for $15 (students), or 
$20 (anyone else). 
Friday, June 13 is the 20th 
Anniversary Club Dinner. at a 
special low price of $29.50/$34.50. 
Watch for posters around campus. 

FREE THEATRES PORTS WORI(.. 
SHOP 
Thursday, May 29, 7pm, ShelJey 
~ommonRoom (lstFloor, UCSA). 

pen to everyone. Even if you've 
n~ver played before, come along. 
Its free and it's fun. 
More info: Phone Kirk 351 4589 
------------
ROWING CLUB 
AGM M 3 . W ay 0, l-3pm Executive 

ork:room, 1st Floor, UCSA. 

PANU/, PANUI, PANUI 
TeAkatoki 
Every T d ues ay, except university 

and public holidays. 
International Room, First Floor, 
UCSA. 
1pm. 
AU.financial members of Te Akatoki 
are welcome. 

STUDENT JOB SEARCH 
Fieldworker/felemarketer 
SJS is looking for two outgoing 
people to promote the service to past 
and potential employers on a part 
time basis between July 7 and 
October 17. If you would like to 
know more about these vacancies, 
callinto tbe SJS office, 1st floor, 
UCSA building. 

CAREERS ADVISORY SERVICE 
Workshops for final year students 
CV/Covering Letter Workshops 
Unless otherwise stated, these are all 
to be held at the Centre for 
Continuing Education, University 
Drive. 
For all students: 
Tues May 20, 2-3pm 
Thurs May 22, llam-12 noon 
Fri May 23, lla.tn-12 noon 
For Engineering students: 
Tues May 20, 1 lam-12 noon, E8 
For Mature students: 
Wed May 21, 3-4pm 
NB: There will be no further CV/ 
Letter workshops. 

INTERVIEW SKILLS 
WORKSHOPS 
Unless otherwise stated, these are all 
to be held in.Room 105, School of 
Law. 
For all students: 
Thurs May 22, 2-3pm 
For Law students: 
Wed May 21, 1-2pm, Room 108, 
School of Law 
For Accountancy students: 
Mon May 26, 3-4pm 
Thurs May 29, 9-lOam 
For Engineering students: 
Tues May 27, llam-12 noon, E8 

Notices 
For more information, contact the 
CAS @ Registry 

Library Information 
Database research, Netscape, 
Netscape research and using the 
library catalogue. 50 minute classes 
being held now until June 20. 
See Information Desk in James 
Hight (Central) Library for details. 

Nothing to do on a Friday night? 
Come play with us! '500'- the card 
game. 
Shelley Common room (UCSA 1st 
Floor). 
Fri, May 30, 7.30pm 
Run by Navigators. 

PHOTOSOC 
Night shoot Thurs, May 29. Time 
and place to be posted on UCSA 
noticeboard. 
Please register your interest for 
these events by putting your name 
on the appropriate sheet on the 
Photosoc noticeboard in the UCSA 
building (behind 'Haircuts'). 
For more details: e-mail: 
c.harrow@student.canterbury.ac.nz 
orph. 355 6192 

CATHSOC 
Cathsoc is organising a trip to 
Hamner Springs June 2/6. Please 
contact Sarah on 3487819 or James 
at rjh96@student for details. 

FACULTY OF ARTS 
Review of ethical approval 
procedures 
Submissions are being called on all 
aspects of the ethics of using human 
participants for research. 
Submissions must be in by Fri, May 
30. 
To: Dr Victoria Grace, Dep. of 
Feminist Studies (enquiries to uni 
ext.6692 or 
v.grace@fmst.canterbury.ac.nz) 0 




