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SEX & GENDER

TATTOOING

No Pain,

Walking an Auckland street one day, | passed a man who
was wearing a T-shirt with the legend, “Excuse me, |
couldn’t help noticing you don't have a tattoo. May I ask
why?”. The message struck a chord with me, partly because
I have several tattoos myself, and partly because it made me
aware that most people — particularly in the good ol’
University of Canterbury —

don’t have them. The reason,

[ suppose, is their

permanence — long hair can

be cut, earrings (nose rings,

nipple rings) can be taken

out, clothes can be changed,

but those tattoos, man, are on

there forever. It appears to be

a social thing. It may be

regarded as somewhat foolish

among university-educated

intellectuals to receive a mark

on your body that you will

carry for the rest of your life.

Conversely, at the Guns N’

Roses concert earlier this

year, | saw every long-haired,

black-T-shirted, 18-year-old

metal fiend proudly

displaying biceps illustrated

with designs ranging from a

small love-heart to a black-

and-white portrait of AxI

Rose himself. Does this prove

that the only people who get tattoos are those with affinity
to a low social class, such as metalheads, bikers, ex-cons
and so on? No way. According to John Diggle, who owns
Dig A Tattoo in Lincoln Road, his clients have included
teachers, doctors and accountants, as well as more eccentric
types, such as artists and members of rock bands. He points
out that most professionals refrain from getting tattoos
which are easily seen — no seething, skull-headed dragons
on the forearm — but they get them, nevertheless. Nearly
half of Diggle’s clients are women, and, he notes with a
barely suppressed smile, they take the pain better than their
male counterparts.

Everybody has their own reason for getting a tattoo.
Some do it out of a sense of rebellion, others derive
stimulation from having permanently altered a part of their
body, and still more do it for reasons that are purely sexual.
Penthouse Forum notes that tattoos make good erogenous
zones because they can be licked, altered with hickeys or
just shown off. Tattoos can also be added to the body’s
natural erogenous zones — many women who receive a

No Gain

tattoo get it on one of their breasts — and a fair few of the
tattooing professionals will even go so far as to tattooa
male’s genitals if he desires (though many will ask for a
handling fee). The latest thing is to have the tattoo designed
in conjunction with a body ring, which makes it even more
eye-catching, particularly a breast piece with a nipple ring,
. if you feel daring enough...
Making the big step
between thinking about
getting a tattoo and actuall
submitting to the processis

the tough part — especially

the first time. The tattoois
administered with a hand-
held machine which hasa

needle in it that moves back

and forth at a very high
speed and pushes ink into
the skin at 4000 small
punctures per minute. The
needle does not go far info
the skin — roughly halfa
millimetre — so the tattoo
is less likely to spread info
a faded blob than were the
tattoos done 30 or 40 years
ago by hand. The big
question everybody asksis
“Does It Hurt?” Whetherd
not it hurts depends very
much on the individual
Men encourage the idea getting a tattoo does hurt, becausé
it is very macho to have a big tattoo on your body and ha'§
everybody think that getting it done hurt like a bitch but
you handled it anyway. In fact, the pain can be likened to
dragging the point of a knife across your skin. Most peopleé
are surprised by how little the process hurts. The trick is {0
think about what you’re getting, not what it feels like, and
with the professionalism and flair possessed by many
artists today, your chances or walking out of the shop with
an artistically superior, custom-designed image are better
than ever before. Hygiene is high in tattooing studios —
artists wear rubber gloves and keep their equipment
surgically clean — so the chances of catching AIDS i5 10
greater than during a trip to the dentist. Perhaps Janis
Joplin put it best during the Summer of Love when she
said, “Tattooed people like to fuck a lot”: The only thing
stopping people from getting a tattoo is their own pefs"“al

preference. :
Jan Walkinsh#




