




































































By Margaret Agnew

Fifteen years ago Rebecca Johnson was a
woman prepared to go to prison for her
beliefs. Now she is prepared to go to the
United Nations.

She took part in many non-violent actions
during her time at Greenham Common
Women'’s Peace Camp, including the oc-
cupation of the air traffic control tower
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Rebecca was in Christchurch recently
speaking to various groups about her jour-
ney from Greenham Common to the
United Nations. She is currently an ana-
lyst on environmental and nuclear issues
based at the United Nations. She divides
her time between monitoring the com-
prehensive test ban treaty in Geneva and
monitoring the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty in New York.

She says two years in Geneva is infinitely
worse than five years in Greenham."It’s a

very dead place. It's a place dominated by

wealth, financial and diplomatic services, -

and the worst aspects of smug Eurocentric
attitudes.”

In comparison NewYork is a'buzz’ to work
in."New York is a very much more mixed
culture,” she says."Although the UN itself
may seem to have some of the same as-
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Rebecca says violent action such as rape
is linked to larger scale violence."We have
to recognise the connection between vio-
lence at a personal level, as an abusive
power which you particularly see as male
violence against women and children; vio-
lence at a community level,abuse of power;
b o violence at a national 2

horror,

New Zealand'’s role in the anti-nuclear
movement was discussed when Rebecca
met with government officials in
Wellington."'l was told of the growing links
and NZ's desire to have stronger coop-
eration with .other non-nuclear weapon
states, which are part of the whole nuclear
weapon free zones that span the whole
Southern Hemisphere." She says it is sig-
nificant that New Zealand has now spo-
ken about this in public.

She thought it was sad the Peace Studies
programme at Canterbury University was
being closed down but did not think it was
due to the lack of demand for such
courses."|'ve been talking to a lot of young
people as | go and there's an awful lot of
interest in learning about this. It seems to
me the authorities shut the programme
down, the students were still there. The
su/:dents still wanted the programme, the
students were still willing to go along to

Green, Larry Ross an ﬂggna Cole," she
says.These are pec 10se work has
contributed to the movement internation-
ally.And that is a treasure that should be
supported and itis also a for the

community here.
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Rebecca has been in New Zealand for four
weeks speaking to people all over the
country about nuclear issues and her life.
The Foundation for Peace Studies
organised her trip and the Public Advisory
Committee for Disarmament and Arms
Control (PACDAC) under their Disarma-
ment Education Trust paid for it with funds
from the French government compensa-
tion for the bombing of the Rainbow VWar-
rior.

The irony was not lost on her."lt's quite 2
good connection really. So the French gov-
ernment is funding my visit here.”

Concerned about your student loan? The IRD is happy to help

The IRD weicomes all new graduates the ‘real world'. In the ‘real world’ you might be expected to repay your loan

92A Riccarton Rd or 165 Cashel St.

(03) 379-8562
Whrite to: IRD, PO Box 3753,

Christchurch
http://www.ird.govt.studloan/index.htm

BEGINNING WORK

As soon as you begin to earn over 14, 560.00 per year ($280.00 gross
per week) you need to start making student loan repayments.

How this is done:

* I you are working for salary/wages, student loan repayments are made
through your employer. You must tell your employer that you have a
student loan by using the tax code “G ED” when you fill out your IR12.

To pay off your loan more quickly you may wish to make extra payments,
these can be done by:

* Making extra payments of any amount to IRD

» Setting up a direct credit, you will need to get an automatic payment
authority form from IRD

* Getting a Special Tax code, you may apply for a special repayment
rate.

GOING OVERSEAS

If you are going overseas for more than three months you must let IRD
know. You will need to provide a contact address overseas or in New
Zealand.

If you're going overseas for more than 325 days you will need to:

* Give IRD a contact address.

* File an income tax income tax return for the period up to your departure
date before you leave. ;

* Itis also a good idea to give written authority to someone that you trust
to deal with your tax affairs while you are away.

Your loan needs to be repaid while you are away regardless of the
income you earn.

Remember if you have a student loan you must file a tax return
each year until it is repaid.

Inland Revenue
Te Tari Taake
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8ULL BAR

EVERY THURSDAY
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|| | Looking for a 21st venue? We have 3 different si§
||| bars that are FREE to hire. Phone 379 9284 for more i
| | and bookings. ‘
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