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[ MORE fROM THE LONG MARCH 
The police have been crapping out badly in West 

Australia following the May Long March. The majority 
of people arrested during the Perth demo (which was 
violently attacked by the police) have had their cases 
dismissed - the charges were things like disorderly 
conduct, etc. Th~ Commonwealth Attorney-General, 
Sen ator Lionel Murph y, has ordered that the trespass 
charges against people arrested at the U.S. Naval 
Communications base at N.W. Cape be dropped, as the 
charges are too trivial , and a waste of time and money. 
This will substantially reduce the number of people 
facing charges (N.W. Cape is protected by the 1952-66 
Defence Special Undertakings Act, which provi des for a 
secret trial and seven years prison). 

All the below quotes are from the "West Australian" 
The rally that the State Premier, Sir Charles Court, 
threatened to ban, went ahead and was a great success 
with 1200- 1500 people taking part. It was held on 
July 4th (American lndpendence Day), the day that the 
first Long March cases came up in court. 

Exmouth, the support town at the base, has applied 
for permission to build a casino then: - one more step 
in its physical integration into the American Empire 
-Ed. • 

Police took pictures of protest 

Police photographers took pictures of a demonstration 
held in the Hay Street Mall in May, it was revealed in 
court proceedings yesterday against a 24 year old student. 

The hearing, in which the student den ied a charge of 
resisti ng arrest, was adjourned till Friday. 

Mr P. Dowding, for the defendant, Arie Wielinga, told 
the Perth Court of Petty Sessions that yesterday he 
became aware for the first time that police photographers 
took pictures in the mall on May 16. 

Wielinga, of Seventh Avenue, Maylands, is charged with 
using insulting words to policemen in the mall and with 
resisting arrest. He has denied both charges . 

Detective Lawrence Edward Butler said he had seen 
all the photographs but none showed Wielinga. 

Det-Sgt Bruce Alan Scott said he thought the police 
photographers were in the mall to take photographers of 
the police officers and people they had arrested. He 
was involved in three arrests. 

" My photograph is there but I don't think Wielinga's 
is", he said. 

"There were about 15 to 20 photographs of the 
demonstrators in the mall." • 

Complaint 
Mr Dowding said: "The police should allow me to 

inspect their photographs. I think they should be 
disclosed to the defence and the prosecution." 

Magistrate F. E. A. Bateman: "I have no authority 
to order the police to show you any photograph." 

Sgt W. Daft, prosecuting: "Mr Dowding will have to 
go through the Commissioner of Police." 

Mr Dowding: "I am appearing for a number of the 
people arrested in the mall, and the police have never 
told me about these photographs." 

Sgt Daft : "I object - Mr Dowding has had plenty of 
ti me to see the pho~ograph. 

There was a short adjournment and then Sgt Daft 
came back to the court with a photograph . 

Sgt Daft: I have now seen the photographs referred 
to. One does relate to this incident. I have shown it to 
Mr Dowding and now present it to the court. 

Magistrate Bateman : "I don't want to see that yet." 

Mr Dowding said: "It is a surprise to me that the 
Police had photographic evidence. It is even more 
su rprising that the detectives who have seen the photo­
graphs said none of them had anything to do with this 
case. However, the sergeant was good enough to bring 
a photograph which does show my client. I am not 
satisfied with this evidence. The police said there were 
no Photographs of my client, yet one is produced. 
The police are apparently not willing to produce all the 
Photographs." 

Mr Bateman adjourned the case till Friday . 

10 Policemen fined $20 over bogus badges 

The Commissioner of Police , Mr A. L. M. Wedd, sa id 
Yesterday that 10 policemen had been fined for wearing 
incorrect service numbers at demonstrations at Exmouth 
n May . 

He said the use of the numbers had not been authorised 
at any level in the pal ice force. 

Two sergeants and eight constables were fined the 
lliax1mum for wearing incorrect serv ice numbers . 

However, Mr Wedd did not say what the maximum 

Pigs play the old numbers game again 
One Western Australian police 
constable who performed with 
considerable zeal recently at 
Perth and North West cape 
was observed with three 
different numbers, according 

,, to the Long Marchers to the 
'JJA:'f?OIJ l?EiJ!ElJ" 

US navy station at the cape. 

The constable, known as 
The.adore Bush-Jones, is 
shown in the two pictures at 
left. In the first picture, taken 
outside the main entrance to 
Area B of the US station. }:le 

is shown as No. 2158. In the 
second picture he is shown 
asNo.1769. 
Constable 2158/1769 was 
wearing yet another number 
when he was observed in 
Perth, the Long Marchers 
report. 

fine was. His office said yesterday he was not available 
for further comment. 

The fine was $20. 

Mr Wedd said the men were charged after an investig­
ation by the chief of the Cl B, Acting Chief Supt. A. J. 
Parker. 

"In all cases the charges laid were conduct prejudicial 
to the good order and discipline of the West Australian 
police force," Mr Wedd said. 

"The use of the numbers involved was not authorised 
by any senior officers and, to be more explicit, was not 
authorised at any level. 

"The police concerned acted independently and on 
the initiative, only of those charged." 

Cases Pending 
Mr Wedd said he had taken advice on the issue and 

felt he could not give further details. There were cases 
pending in the Court of Petty Sessions. 

The cases involved charges laid against demonstrators 
and individual police officers were appearing as witnesses. 

He said that in the circumstances he felt unable to 
give any further explanation or make further comment 
on matters of fact without involving the danger that 
publication of what he said might bring forward facts 
that would arise in court. 

These facts should be brought forward only in the 
form of testimony given in court in the usual way. 

"In other words, to comment further at this time would 
involve a breach of the sub judice rule and the publication 
of such comment may well involve the Press in a contempt 
of court," he said. 

"I would only add that that appears to me to be the 
situation , regardless of whether the matter published 
came now from me or from some other source." 

The secretary of the W.A. Police Union, Mr I. T. 
Fraser, said yesterday that he did not have the offic ial 
report of the charges and fines and could not comment. 

"I think the public is reacting to support the pol ice 
as they always do," he said . 

Premier: We will stop rally 

The Premier, Sir Cha rles Court, said yesterday that in 
the inte rests of law and order the police would stop a 
planned protest march in Perth ton ight, 

The march, organ ised by the Campaign Against Foreign 
Military Bases in Australia, is scheduled to start at the 
clock outside Kings Park at 7.30 p.m. 

Planned top-level political talks aimed at resolving 
the situation did not get off the ground yesterday. 

The demonstrators have refused to seek a permit for the 
march and the police are refusing to let them march 
without conditions. 

A confrontation now seems inevitable . 

The demonstrators plan to march through the city to 
a meeting in Forrest Place and then go to Trades Hall. 

A spokesman for the CAFMBA said yesterday that the 
march would be held. 

The police had been given two weeks' notice. There 
had been ample time for them to prepare for traffic 
control. 

The CAFMBA did not know how many people would 
march, but a number of unions were giving support and 
unionists were expected to join in the march. 

TIMING 
The march had been timed for the evening so that 

workers could take part . 

The Opposition Leader, Mr Tonkin, had agreed to have 
talks with the Police Minister, Mr O'Connor, to smooth 
the way for the march. He approached Sir Charles when 
Mr O'Connor had to go to Darwin for a conference. 

However, the planned talks fell through when Sir 
Charles made it a condition that Mr Tonkin had to come 
alone . 

Mr Tonkin said that he was not prepared to make 
decisions on behalf of the demonstrators. As a result 
there were no talks. 

Sir Charles said that he had insisted on seeing Mr 
Tonkin alone because it would not have been proper for 
him to talk with the protesters as well . 

"They want to defy the law," he said . 

"The way is clear for them to apply for a permit for 
the march but they have refused to do this." 

CONDITIONS 
He said he had told Mr Tonkin that if the protesters 

applied for a permit and were prepared to accept 
reasonable conditions on the route and tim ing, a permit 
wou ld be issued . 

The t ime chosen - after dark and when there would 
be th reatre traffic on the roads - created dange r for 
the public, police and protesters. 

The police were not p repared to permit a meeting in 
Forrest Place. 

A Polite Department spokesman said yesterday it 



~ 

I I 

i, 

~ ,-; 

!f 
V 

~; 

had not been decided how many men would Q.!LQ!l...Cluty 
tonight. There would be plenty of men held in reserve 
who could be sent to the march if trouble broke out. 

Three Labour politicians have endorsed a pamphlet 
urging support for tonight's march . 

They are the Federal member for Tangney, Mr J. 
Dawkins, Senator G. McIntosh and the State member for 
Ascot, Mr M. J. Bryce. 

The pamphlet, issued by the CAFMBA, is also endorsed 
by the acting secretary of the W.A. _branch of the Labour 
Party, Mr R. McMullan, the senior vice-president of the 
Trades and Labour Council, Mr W. S. Latter, and 15 

officials from seven unions. 

Referring to the police, the pamphlet says: "Their new 
attitude is a direct attack on the right of assembly and 
has a basic importance to pickets and other forms of 
workers' action. 

"Court no doubt thinks that demonstrators are easy 
pickings and sees this as a practice run for more direct 
police intervention in workers' struggles." 

Members of the Civil Liberties Association will watch 
the police at the demonstration. 

They will have cameras and act as impartial observers . 

The censored printers' not-in the last GOLDFISH read:- "IF CANTA IS SHITHOUSE, WHERE DOES THAT 
LEAVE GOLDFISH?" It was censored after the editors collected if from the printers. 

Rumour has it that the printers don't intend printing anymore GOLDFISHES, due to editorial censorship, the appalling 
quality of the copy, boredom, and the editors' inability to understand the libel laws. 

CANTA wonders if this meets the editors' criterion of an account of a Canterbury power struggle? 

Marg Matheson - three years prison. 

Neil Riethmuller - four years prison, deportation 
to Australia. 

On August 15th, Neil Riethmuller and Marg Matheson, both students at this University, will have spent 
one year in prison for firebombing the U.S. Consulate. 
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remotely concerning hi-fi and stereo. We're here to please. Our motto: "Quality. Value. -

Service". 

This week CANTA notes with a touch of sadness the 
passing of one of our dearest friends and most avid 
readers, Chief Superintendent (now Assistant Commis­
sioner) Gideon Tait. Ever-suave, Gideon told a reporter 
last week that the two high points of his career in 
Christchurch were the militaristic suppression of the 
Harewood/Weedons demonstration in 1973, and the mass 
arrest of 81 bikies at.the end of last year and the sub­
sequent trial (in which a defence lawyer caHed for 
Gideon to be prosecuted for contempt of court) and 
acquittal of the defendants. Both these cases are 
adequately documented elsewhere, so Gideon's transfer 
prompted us to check our files on him (yes, we keep 
files, too). 

Let's start with a good old bit of pommie-baiting. 
It's only in the last few months that it's become 
fashionable with the less cool of us, but Gideon was 
right in on the act way back in 1970, when he told a 
"Christchurch Press" reporter that "whining Porn" 
secondary school teachers were responsible for that lack 
of respect young people have for the poli.ce. Ah yes, 
foresight indeed, Gideon! 

In keeping with this trendsetting consciousness, Gideon 
threw himself right into the thick of last summer-'s 
streaking craze. One night he turned up in person to 
direct a mob of coppers trying to run in a drunken soldier 
who got his gears off in the Square (Gideon still 
bemoans his failure to clean up the Square) . 

Having satisfied the foreigners and exhibitionists, how 
about something for another lawless element, the 
druggies? Our man once told an interviewer from this 
very paper that alcohol is at least as dangerous as 
marijuana. Yes he did . But is it by way of balance - to 
retain his credibility /respectability perhaps - that he 
describes the Narcotics Act with its no-warrant search 
provisions as the "best bit of legislation we've had for 
100 years"? 

Gideon neglected no-one. He even got into the 
politicos. After the Harewood demonstration he boasted 
to CANT A that the police had "completely penetrated" 
the organising group, CAFMANZ. It may be bullshit, 
but CAFMANZ people confess to amazement at the 
knowledge police had of people and plans involved in that 
demonstration. 

We could go on for hours - but after all, everyone has 
their own story about the bloke. Most of them we 
couldn't print anyway. All that aside, Gideon's obviously 
headed for the very top, Commissioner of Police. He' ll 
team up well with Mick Connelly. We're a little worried 
for his well-being when he takes up his post in Auckland, 
though . With his penchant for getting into the thick 
of the battle, we have a feeling he might one day find 
himself filled in in one of those wild Auckland pub 
brawls the dailies keep telling us about. We almost hope 
not. Really. 
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Gideon Tait 

BRITISH 
STUDENT 
KILLED 
OPPOSING 
RACISM 

WHO WAS KEVIN GATELY? 

- a 21 yea r old student from \ 
England . On June 15th, 197 4 he 
assault by police against a 1,000-s 
Gatel y, who had never attended a 
was struck unconscious by a blow 
poli ce attack and died four hours 
haemorrhage . 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

- Gately had marched througr 
other supporters of Liberation (ar 
freedom group whose president is 
oppose an anti-immigrant demons 
day by 1,000 supporters of thee) 
Front. 

The police attack (in which Ga 
London's Red Lion Square outsid 
the National Front was to hold a 1 

decision of the Labour Governme 
to persons deemed illegal immigra 
\971 Immigration Act. 

ACCOUNTS FROM PARTICIPAI 

1. Jackie Stevens - a fellow studt 
who marched beside Gately in1 
"We turned into Red Lion Squ 
together. We came across a lin 
them were mounted police. W 
through to Conway Hall, the p, 
and charged ... I fell and was 1 

and beaten on the head . Our a 
and I didn't see Kevin again . T 
the place and teeth lying on th, 
were screaming ano shouting. ' 
up with horses on top of us. It 
horrific scene." - "lntercontin 

2. Tony Gilbert - a spokesperson 
you get police diving in with tr 
and somebody is killed in circu 
would call it murder. I have se 
in the 1930's, but I have never 
such a brutal manner as they di 
"Intercontinental Press", June 

3. Sydney Bidwell - Labour MP. 
driving people before them. I I 
way myself. I narrowly escape, 
horse." - "Intercontinental Pn 

4. An eyewitness account - "befc 
was happening, a body of moui 
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KILLED 
OPPOSING 
RACISM 

COURT 
Two young men from Hastings pleaded n.ot guilty 

to charges relating. to cruelty to animals. On being 
told that they would be remanded for a fixture date 
they changed their pleas to guilty. They didn't want 
to have to travel back down from Hastings. The first 

. man was alleged to have banged on the window of a 
station wagon in which there were two German 
Shepherd dogs. One dog stuck his head out the back 
window and the defendant wound up the window, 
jamming its head. When arrested he admitted .annoying 
the dogs, but denied winding the window up on the 
dogs head. He told the police that dogs shouldn't be 
allowed out on the street. In court he also denied wind­
ing the window up. The co-defendant at that point 
telling the Magistrate it was him that had done it. His 
charge of 'sla~hing one of the dogs ears with a knite' 

wasn't discussed. The first man was fined $20 with 
costs, the second $40 with costs. 

Kevin Gately, already dying, was dragged along ground by police. 

On 17th July a man was arrested and appeared in 
court recently charge-cl with wilfully and obscenely 
exposing his persbn in Cranmer Square. Before the 
defendant answered the charge, Mr W. F. Brown, SM, 
asked the court clerk what the maximum penalty 

WHO WAS KEVIN GATELY? 

- a 21 year old student from Warwick University, 
England. On June 15th, 1974 he was a victim of an 
assault by police against a 1,000-strong demonstration. 
Gately, who had never attended a demonstration before, 
was struck unconscious by a blow on the head during the 
police attack and died four hours later of a cerebral 
haemorrhage. 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

- Gately had marched through central London with 
other supporters of Liberation (an anti-racist colonial 
freedom group whose. president is Lord Brockway) to 
oppose an anti-immigrant demonstration held the same 
day by 1,000 supporters of the extreme right-wing National 
Front. 

The police attack (in which Gately was killed) came at 
London's Red Lion Square outside Conway Hall, where 
the National Front was to hold a rally protesting a 
decision of the Labour Government to grant an amnesty 
to persons deemed illegal immigrants under the racist 
1971 Immigration Act. 

ACCOUNTS FROM PARTICrPANTS 

1. Jackie Stevens - a fellow student at Warwick University 
who marched beside Gately into Red Lion Square. 
"We turned into Red Lion Squc1re, our arms linked 
together. We came across a line of police, and behind 
them were mounted police. When we tried to get 
through to Conway Hall, the police drew their batons 
and charged ... I fell and was trodden on by a horse 
and beaten on the head. Our arms became unlinked 
and i didn't see Kevin again. There was blood all over 
the place and teeth lying on the-ground. The police 
were screaming anc;l shouting. We were all bunched 
up with horses on top of us. It was an absolutely 
horrific scene." - "Intercontinental Press", June 24th. 

2. Tony GilbeJt - a spokesperson for Liberation. "When 
you get police diving in with truncheons and horses 
and somebody is killed in circumstances like this, I 
would call it murder. I have seen fascist demonstrations 
in the 1930's, but I have never seen the police act in 
such a brutal manner as they did on Saturday.,; -
"Intercontinental Press;', June 24th. 

3. Sydney Bidwell - Labour MP. "Mounted police were 
driving people before them. I had to nip out of the 
way myself. I narrowly escaped being trampled by a 
horse." - "Intercontinental Press", June 24th. 

4. An eyewitness account - "before anyone knew what 
was happening, a body of mounted police rode into 
the demonstrators, a manoeuvre that amounted to a 
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deliberate act of terrorism. The assembly fled 
backward from this onslaught, only to be stopped by 
a wall of foot police; thus the people were being 
deliberately crushed between the two lines. I spoke to 
several people who were in the original front row of 
the demonstration, some of whom had severely 
bleeding heads and faces, and they said that the 
police had moved against them without warning or 
apparent reason; ·this confirmed my own opinion - I 
had witnessed the assault from a distance of four or 
five yards."~ "London Times", June 19th. 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE? 

On June 21 st 1,500 students marched four miles from 
Warwick University to the centre of Coventry protesting 
the killing of Gately and calling for an independent 
public inquiry. They marched under the banner: "Kevin 
Gately was killed opposing racism and solidarity." 

On June 22nd there was another demonstration of 
10,000 students and workers in London. 

The National Union of Students (NUS) has begun a 
campaign calling for an immediate independent inquiry 
into Gately's death. A number of MP's have raised this 
in the House of Commons. The Home Secretary, Roy 
Jenkins, has so far refused to do this. Instead the police 
will conduct their own inquiry - i.e. the accused will 
be its own prosecutor, jury and judge. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Very little in practical terms. But we can express our 
concern for the death of Kevin Gately and o~r solidarity 
with the call by NUS for an independent and public 
inquiry. Letters of support from students may be sent 
to:- National Uni.on of Students, 

3 Endsleigh Street, 
London, WCI, 
England. 

The following motion is to be voted on at the next 
SRC meeting. Moved Powell/Benefield:- "That UCSA 
expresses to the British National Union of Students 
(NUS) its deep and sincere regret at the killing of Kevin 
Gately while he was opposing racism. Furthermo~e, 
that UCSA supports the call of NUS for an independent 
and public inquiry into his death." N.B. The President is 
to write to NUS informing them of this. 

Members of SRC and of this Association.might consider 
the words of William Wilson, Labour MP, who or the 
21st June demonstration said that" ... in the future 
when we march against fascism and racism, we shall 
never walk alone - the spirit of Kevin Gately will walk 
with us." - by Ian Powell (Research Officer, UCSA) 

was, and was told one years imprisonment. When asked 
to plead the man replied, "I have no plea because I have 
had no representation whatsoever". The duty solicitor 
then indicated that as far as he was aware the man Wc!S 

to plead guilty. 

Mr Brown: (to defendant, angry voice) "You're going 
to plea one way or the other, what do you plead?" 

Defendant: "I'm not going to plead as I have not spoken 
to a lawyer." 

Mr Brown: "You haven't answered the question." 

Defendant: "Al right then 1'11 plead not guilty." 

The duty solicitor then offered to speak to the 
defendant and the man was stood down. Upon being 
recalled Mr Brown asked him "how do you plead", to 
which he replied "guilty". 

The police then presented their summary of facts. They 
went to Cranmer Square as a result of receiving a 
complaint that a man was masturbating and exposing 
himself in front of schoolgirls. When the police arrived 
the man still had his private parts exposed. He was 
arrested, but gave no explanation for his actions. 

The duty solicitor submitted that alcohol was 
connected to this offence and then asked for bail and 
told Mr Brown that there "should be no problem with 
bail", il),dicating that the police were prepared to 
concede to bail. However, Mr Brown saw differently; 
convicted the man and remanded him in custody, and 
ordered that he be medically examined for adult work 
centre. 

Another man was charged that, as a bankrupt, he 
failed to notify the assignee in Dunedin of his change of 
address. The matter had to be stood down as no one 
from the Christchurch Assignees office was in court. 
Eventually one turned up but said he was unable to 
assist the court, then asked for an adjournment for a 
week. 

For the defendant, Mr Glue said his defendant had 
appeared a week earlier and was on bail, but the 
assignees hadn't bothered to prepare their case. The 
defendant had told Mr Glue that he thought the matter 
was a "gross misunderstanding" as he had made no 
attempts to hide his whereabouts. He had rung the 
assignee's office and they knew he was in Christchurch 
and had a permanent job, residence, etc. Mr Glue, "with 
the greatest of respect", asked that the information be 
dismissed for want of prosecution. Mr Brown had 
sympathy with Mr Glue's story, but of course wasn't 
prepared to "go that far". He said if they didn't 
produce the file next week, the charge would be 
dismissed. 
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This incident happened at the depot of a Christchurch 
trucking firm recently. It was common knowledge that 
truck driving jobs were available. A Samoan with an HT 
licence turned up and asked for a job. The foreman said 
there were no jobs for the Samoan, and the Samoan! left. 
Afterwards a New Zealand worker approached the fore­
man and asked him why he had refused the Samoan a job 
when he knew there were jobs available. The foreman 
said he didn't want the man because he was black. The 
New Zealand worker called the foreman a couple of choice 
Anglo-Saxon names, punched him in the face, and left the 
job. 

At least one worker registered his emphatic disgust 
at the racism becoming all too noticeable in this city. 
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TUITION 

Information has just come to hand that the editor of 
CANT A, Murray Horton, was the unknowing victim of 
secret police spying two years ago. One night in June, 
1972 two middle-aged men called at the house next to the 
house Horton lived in (and still does). They asked to see 
one of the occupants, who was immediately suspicious 
because his name wasn't in the phonebook, etc. They 
asked him where Murray Horton lived - l'ie said "next 
door, you should know that". They then asked what sort 
of person Horton was? The neighbour replied that he 
didn't really know. They then asked what he knew of 
Horton 's movements. He replied that all he knew was 
that Horton religiously got up every morning and took 
off on his bike. The mystery men asked what he knew 
of Horton's friends. The neighbour replied that the 
only other person he had seen there was Horton's girl­
friend. Finally they asked where Horton was at that 
moment. He replied "next door, why don't you go and 
see him?" At that point they left. 

The conversation had lasted about -15 minutes. At 
no stage had either man identified himself by name or 
occupa.tion. The neighbour didn't recognise them as 
detectives. Horton was interviewed by detectives in the 
June-July '72 period, both at home and elsewhere, but 
there's no need for the police to check on Horton's 
address, movements, friends, whereabouts etc. His 
address was and is in the phonebook, police had visited 
that address before to see him, his movements and 
friends are "well-known to the police". The visit sounds 
like the work of the Security (?) Intelligence(??) 
Service (???). It provides an interesting insight into the 
way the secret police try to use people to spy on their 
neighbours. 1984 may be closer than you think. 

Fortunately the Christchurch tradition of living 
isolated behind seven foot fences meant that this 
particular neighbour knew very little of use to the secret 
police. Unfortunately the same thing works in reverse 
- it took two years for this information to surface. 

MT JOHN CLAIM SETTLED OUT OF COURT 

The night of Saturday, March 11th, 1972. Several 
hundred demonstrators from all over New Zealand are 
camped on a narrow strip of land between Lake Tekapo 
and the steep side of 800 foot high Mt John, high in the 
desolate McKenzie Country, flanked by hills, lakes and 
mountains. On top of Mt John there is a U.S. Air Force 
Baker Nunn installation whose job is to photograph all 
space objects, particularly "enemy" satellites, relay the 
information back to the U.S.A.F. unit's H.O. at Washdyke, 
a few miles north of Timaru, which feeds the information 
back to a master control centre buried deep beneath a 
mountain in Colorado. In the event of a nuclear war, 
Mt John's information would be used to shoot down 
"enemy" satellites, and thus involve New Zealand in a 
nuclear war. At the time of the demonstration, the 
U.S.A.F. installation was situated on a piece of Mt John's 
summit subleased from the University of Canterbury for 
five years at a nominal rental of $1 per year. 

Earlier in the day there had been an uneventful march 
through Timaru and an equally uneventful demo at the 
U.S.A.F. H.O. at Washdyke. There was a heated discussion 
around the campfire about whether or not to go up the hill 
that night - groups of individuals decided to go up. 
They made the hazardous climb up the pitchblack, 
boulder-strewn hillside. On reaching the top they were 
met by a group of policement under the command of 
two senior Timaru policemen, Bardwell and Dean by 
name. The events of that night were to shock New 
Zealand. 

Among those on top of the hill was Richard Suggate, 
a Shirley Boys High School old boy with a brilliant 
academic record and a Victoria University dropout. He 
was and is manager of Wellington Resistance. Several 
people were injured as a result of police action that night 
- one badly cut his jaw on a rock fleeing from the cops. 
But the use of the two police dogs there was the most 
vicious aspect. A tech. student taking photos was bitten 
in the leg, a bite that required several stitches. 

The dog that bit Suggate was not released - its 
handler ran at him, giving the dog more leash. The dog 

knocked Suggate to the ground and bit him on the cock 
while he was on the ground. The handler then pulled the 
dog back (see photo). He was treated by the U.S. 
medic, then taken to Fairlie hospital over 40 miles away. 
He bled for over 24 hours. 

Everyone knows the rest - demonstrators tore up the 
Mt John road the next day; later that year the University 
Council decided not to renew its su~lease to the U.S.A.F. 
(the installation is now on Crown land leased direclty 
from the Labour Government). There was national up­
roar about the use of police dogs at demonstrations. 

But what happened to Suggate? Later that year, the 
then Minister of Police, Percy Allen, made a statement on 
Gallery to the effect that the man who had been bitten 
had deserved it because he had been throwing rocks. 
Suggate threatened legal action and Allen had to publicly 
apologise to him by name on Gallery and admit that 
Suggate had not been throwing rocks (Suggate was never 
charged with anything in connection with Mt John) . 
Suggate's cock entered popular mythology - a poster was 
printed reading "Remember Suggate's blow· job" and 
showed a penis being bitten by one of U.S. imperial ism's 
more intelligent lackeys". Straights told the following 
joke - "What happened to the police dog that bit the 
demonstrator's cock? It got V .D." Ha, ha. 

Suggate's Wellington lawyer, George Rosenberg, 
filed a claim for $12,000 damages against the Attorney­
General and the individual Christchurch dog-handler. 
If the case ha come to court it would have been in 
Christchurch or Timaru, so Christchurch lawyer Stephen 
Erber was engaged as a barrister (with Rosenberg as 
solicitor). Erber dropped the claim to $2,000, saying 
it was more in line with precedent, as Suggate had 
suffered no aggravated injury or lasting disability to any of 
the functions of his masculine member. 

The case has now been settled out of court, two and a 
half years later. The Crown has agreed to pay $500 
damages, $100 costs, whilst making no admission of 
liability. Erber advised Suggate to accept, explaining 
that unless he won the full $2,000, which was unlikely, 
he'd come out of the claim in debt vis a vis legal fees and 
court costs. Suggate accepted, and so he gets one-quarter 
of his claim. He hasn't received a cent as yet. 

One Mt John claim has still to be settled. Derek Bunn, 
then a 16 year old schoolboy, spent several weeks in 
hospital with a broken jaw after that night on 'Vlt John. 
He claims he was kicked in the face by a pol iceman; the 
police claim he was hit by a rock thrown by a demonstrator 
or fell face first onto a rock. His Christchurch lawyer, John 
Milligan, has filed a claim against the Attorney-General. 
There have been no offers of out of court settlements 
and the claim will be heard later this year in the Timaru 
Supreme Court. 

Richar~ Suggate (arrowed) getting to his feet immed­
iately after being bitten by the police dog. The handler 
has pulled the dog away. 

The uselessness of the priso n s, 
has long been accepted by most p 
in our society . The rehabilitati ve 
of even the most progressive or lit 
prison is over-shadowed by t he inl 
authoritarianism and institutional" 
Martyn Finlay himself has questio 
the need for and use of prisons. 

In the last few months there ha 
been several gross and outrageous 
scandals in New Zealand prisons, a 
none of these have been made kno 
the public voluntarily by priso n al. 
1es. Amongst them:-

1. The death of an asthmatic in th 
Women's Prison, Christch urch, I 
of a lack of med ical care. 

2. The suicide of an emotionally d 
turbed prisoner at Paparua whic 
resulted from inadequate superv 

3. An attack on a Mt Crawford pri, 
Dave Peters, by another inmate, 
a sexual attack on Peters a few c 
previously. Peters was attacked 
~1olent inmate who kicked him i 
head with steel-toed boots, and 
Narder who was on duty at the 1 

with a group of eight prisoners ~ 
virtually powerless to help. Pete 
1s recovering in hospital with twt 
four stitches in his split skull anc 
suffer permanent d isabi I ity. 

, A prisoner at Paparua developed 
cancer in a testicle, and his comp 
was not correctly diagnosed by a 
prison doctor. He unsuccessfully 
the prison authorities, and has sir 
died. 

5, Several prisoners at Paremorem 
been confined to the pu nishme1 
block for some weeks following 
last disturbance there, awaiting 
in the Magistrate's Court. 

6, Most recently, Dave Beck, a Pa~ 
prisoner, was rushed to hospital 
pneumonia after being told by , 
prison doctor that his illness wa 
serious and he needed no more 
few days rest. Beck spent seven 
in hospital. 

Following the strike at Paparua 
August 19th, an investigati on into 1 
conditions there by t he director of 
medical services, Dr North has beer 
Undertaken. Hard ly an impart ial in 
- Dr North is the man immed iate ly 
responsible fo r the abysmal situat io 
now exists. Obviously what is need 
afull, imparti al and publ ic enqu iry 
medical servi ces in al I pri sons - and 
IX>mmission of enqu iry shou ld sit in 
Prison in the country so that pr ison 
may appear before it, anonymously 
have their gr ievances heard without 
~reat of retr ibution from pri son au 
ties. 

Consider one of the charges the 
aparua st rikers faced - "combin in! 

er inmates with the intention of 
anging conditions" . There was nc 

~iting to see if the compla ints wen 
~li lied - the strikers were hauled t 
'•nga roo courts and given heavy per 
• What will happen if the Justice 
rtment decides their grievances we 
stified? The issues involved in the 
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