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Cl ~1£@'W!l@@J 
pl>p from 
New Zealand 

Local groovers Minisnap are often known 
as the side-project of legendary NZ band 
The Bats. However, Minisnap are now 
making their own waves in the NZ music 
ocean, as their new EP March Hare attests. 

Chris Leggett spoke to Minisnap guitarisV 
vocalist, Kaye Woodward: 

Canta: Minisnap comprises of three mem­
bers of The Bats, yourself included. What 
made you want to form Minisnap7 

Kaye Woodward: "[The Bats' vocalist/ 
guitarist] Robert Scott lives in Dunedin. 
We've had a long distance thing going 
with The Bats, which is fine. But after the 
album Couchmaster, he did some solo 
stuff and did some stuff with The Clean, 
so we wanted to do something as well. 
There was not much happening with The 
Bats for a while there, and we wanted to 
do our own thing". 

Canta: So what distinguishes Minisnap from The 
Bats? 

KW: "It's me singing and writing the songs, but I 
guess there's similarities in the sound with three 
of the same members". 

Canta: How would you describe your sound? 

KW: "I think we write pop songs. We called it 
'skewed pop' recently, but generally it's indie pop. 
It's not that predictable, non-commercial. We don't 
write songs in a particular way, it's just how they 
happen to come out". 

Canta: You've recently released your second E.P., 
March Hare. Are you happy with it7 What do you 
like about it? 

KW: "I like Lovely Guitar, just because it's a new 
song. Mike Brassel [of Squirm and Hiss Explo­
sion] died suddenly in February and it's a bit of 
a lament for him. I like how the acoustic guitar 
turned out, and I like Paul's thing [the instrumental 
Mime]. 

For further background information on Minisnap 
check out their website (which they share with 
their inseparable friends, The Bats) 
http://homepages.paradise.net.nz/thebats 
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Minisnap's unique brand of pop returns with 
March Hare, the follow-up E.P. to 2002's In My 
Pocket. It opens with the title track, a dreamy, 
melancholic number that provided New York 
based Hamish Kilgour with inspiration for the 
cover artwork. Next comes a livelier track entitled 
Catseye, exemplifying the catchy, strummy acous­
tic guitar pop that is typical of the rest of the al­
bum. In fact, the next track It Won't Be The Same 
is very similar, in many ways making the title track 
the odd one of the bunch. Track 4, Mime, is a 
brief instrumental featuring some guitar noodling 
layered over an odd looping sample - an un-
usual inclusion for an E.P. However, it is a fitting 
prelude to the finale, the aptly titled Lovely Guitar, 
a tribute to the late Mike Brassel of the bands 
Squirm and Hiss Explosion. This is in my opinion 
the standout track on the E.P. While the whole E.P. 
is not overly extravagant in terms of production, 
this works in Minisnap's favour, as it's strength is 
instead in the most vital fundamental area - great 
songs. A fine teaser that merely hints at what 
Minisnap is capable of with a full length. 

Reviewed by Chris Leggett 

WIN YOUR OWN COPY OF MARCH HARE RIGHT 
HERE (HEAR, HEARi). ALL YOU GOTTA DO IS 
EMAIL canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz BEFORE 
12NOON, FRIDAY, MAY 7, AND TELL US HOW 
MANY TRACKS ARE ON THE MARCH HARE EP 

Now make even 
cheaper ca I ls! 

• Call anywhere in NZ 
for 8c (Local Access) 
or 15c* (Toll-Free) 

• Highly competitive 
international rates 

• Rechargeable on line 
or over the telephone 

•SAVE EVEN MORE! 
Sign up as an EasyCall 
member and get 10% 

EasyCall Refer-a-Friend extra FREE on every 
Earn $$$ on your account online purchase. 

by telling your friends about 
our great rates and benefits 

. • Advertised rate is for calls originating from a landline 
Purchase on line or from Unimart, UCSA building on campus 

Customer Services: 0508 789 888 www.easycall.co.nz 
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By Monica Mcinerney 

Published by Penguin Books 
RRP: $35.00 

The Alphabet Sisters is about a complicated, dra­
matic family, trying to heal their many rifts after 

several years apart. 
The focus of the book is on Carrie, Anna and Bett 
- three sisters who haven't spoken for years after 

a huge argument and a bit of double-crossing . 
They reunite at home for their eccentric 

grandmother's birthday party and, after various 
tragedies occur and secrets unfurl, re-ignite their 

unbreakable bond. 
However, the story doesn't end there. It seems 
everybody in this family, and the town come to 
think of it, has some rattly old skeletons in their 
closet, which all happen to burst out around the 

same time. 
The whopper surprise that pops up just as you 
think the book is finishing made it all a bit frus­

trating but also got me thinking, which I suppose 
may have been the point. 

Whilst I did enjoy it for its invitingly easy to read 
quality and likeable characters, I found the emo­

tional rollercoaster the book took you on had one 
too many corkscrew turns. 

Read it if you like Marian Keyes' style or if you 
want to appreciate your nearest and dearest. 

The Five Biggest 

Lies Bush 
Told Us About 
Iraq • • • 
By Christopher Scheer, Robert Scheer and Lak­
shmi Chaudhry 
Published by Allen & Unwin 
RRP: $24.95 
While former counter-terrorism chief Richard Clark's criticisms 
of Bush's "obsession" with Iraq erode the credibility of the 
administration's response to terrorism, The Five Biggest Lies 
Bush Told Us About Iraq (5BL) provides a more comprehen­
sive analysis and refutation of their many lies, half-truths, and 
distortions. 
The book explores in accessible prose, the five main lies used 
to justify American-led "intervention": Iraq's links to Al Q~eda, 
its chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons, the easy m1l1tary 
victory and occupation, and the freedom and democracy 
America will bring. 
It draws on high-level public and leaked documents, interviews 
with a number of intelligence and administration officials, and 
speeches, research and news articles. On the (non)issue of 

• Reviewed by Anonnie Miss ------- Iraq's nuclear weapons, for instance, the authors argue that 

Reload herbal recovery 
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the administration deliberately and desperately selected bogus 
intelligence that would persuade citizens of Iraq's imminent 
threat. The authors then refute the claim by drawing on reports 
from diplomats, the International Atomic Agency, t~e State 
Department and CIA, as well as testimony from senior Bush 
officials. An example of the latter is Powell's 2001 speech on 
the effectiveness of sanctions in "checking" Saddam's WMD: 
"And frankly sanctions have worked. He has not developed any 
significant capability with respect to weapons of mass destruc­
tion." Such contradictory statements by Powell and other more 
hawkish figures pepper the book, and could almost provide 
tragic-comic relief if the suffering was only a fictional nightmare 
(apologies for Pilgeresque phrase, but get over it). 
Written by Christopher Scheer, Robert Scheer, and Lak-
shmi Chaudry, staff at the non-profit AlterNet site 
(www.AlterNet.org), which provides in-depth news coverage to 
more than 1 .5 million visitors a month, 5BL provides an angle, 
scrutiny and context unavailable in much of today's cor_porate­
soundbite media. New Zealand was not, of course, subjected 
to the same intense White House propaganda campaign as 
US citizens and did not subscribe to their hysterical views 
of Saddam's immediate threat to the US, but too many New 
Zealanders' views about Iraq are influenced by the misinforma· 
tion that 5BL seeks to refute. The Five Biggest Lies Bush Told Us 
About Iraq is a thoroughly documented and concise book (170 
pages), useful and important, and it's cheap; go get it. 
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Sun Valley Sounds Volume 2 
Reliable Records 

I must admit, house music has never 
really appealed to me. However, this 
being the case, it is still easy to see 
that Sun Valley Sounds is a collection 
of tracks by talented NZ house artists. 
The sole aim of Reliable Recordings, in 
the making of this album, was to pull 
together a collection that contributes to 
the healthy and thriving development 
of the NZ house music community. 
The talent on this album includes Dick 
Johnson, Subware, Soane and Reac­
torMusic. Also featured are emerging 
artists Daniel Ward, Tim Richards and 
Craig Harris. 
The mood of the album is varied, rang­
ing from the heavy groove-oriented 
and slightly twisted sound of Subware, 
to the dark and angry song Filthy by 
Daniel Ward. It can be said that there 
are sounds for every occasion on this 
CD. Although the songs between artists 
are of such varied beats, they all form 
a solid core of sound that comfortably 
blends together. 
So whether you are a house fan or not, 
You should definitely give this album a 
listen. Either to up your understanding 
of the industry and surround yourself 
With music you love, or to simply sup­
port up and coming NZ talent. I recom­
mend this album. 

AND CANTA'S GOT ONE TO GIVE YOU! 
JUST EMAIL THE ANSWER TO THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTION TO 
canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz BEFORE 
12NOON, FRIDAY, MAY 7. 

The Upbeats 
Loop Recordings Aotearoa 

New on to the Kiwi drum 'n bass 
scene are Wellington duo, The Up­
beats. Their debut self titled album, 
which was released on February 23, 
features 15 tracks ranging from slow 
chill-out numbers to full-on drum 'n 
bass. The album progressively picks 
up speed from the opening single 
Hello, which is good for easing the 
beginners ear in to the more upbeat 
tracks, such as Late Night Fright and 
Binge Drinker. And for those drum 'n 
bass hardouts looking for plenty of 
drops and hooks in their beats, then 
the latter songs include just that. 
The duo, Jeremy Glenn and Dylan 
Jones, along with Concord Dawn, 
Bulletproof and Shapeshifter, are 
working to put NZ on to the interna­
tional d 'n b scene. 
The Upbeats have previously featured 
on the Alpine Unity compilation, Pas­
senger with their track US Hermits, 
and on the Fabel Music compilation 
In 2 Deep with Deep Breath. You may 
also have heard their track Psyesta on 
the recently released Loop 005 Select 
album, which also had widespread 
radio play. 
All in all, The Upbeats are definitely 
going places. This album is highly 
recommended for all drum 'n bass 
enthusiasts and those looking to get 
on the scene. 

Shock Records 

The Have, winners of the 2002 CokeS­
mokefree Rockquest, have finally 
released a 'mini-album'; a 7-track 
compilation of their most popular 
songs from the past two years. With 
songs including Right On, which 
most people will recognize from the 
Canterbury clothing commercials, as 
well as The Fuzz and the upcoming 
single, What You Owe, The Have Mini 
Album is just a preview of what these 
boys can do. While they despise 
comparisons to The Datsuns, both 
groups are prominent in the long-hair 
tight-jeans garage-rock phenomenon, 
and it is impossible not to see the 
similarities between the two bands, in 
both music and appearance. Admit­
tedly, the album is similar to The 
Datsuns self-titled debut, but much 
easier to listen to because the vocals 
on this album are less screechy. At 
first, all the songs sound alike, but 
with subsequent listens, each song 
grows its own character; the more 
you listen, the more you like. Lyri­
cally, a lot of the songs are dry and 
uninspired, but the vocals remain 
powerful and there's heaps of catchy 
guitar riffs to make up for it. Even 
though I'm not usually a fan of this 
kind of music, The Have are raw and 
gutsy, and I like them. The album 
confirms their potential to take place 
in the New Zealand rock 'n' roll hall of 
fame - they're one to watch. 

OUESTJON: SUN VALLEY SOUNDS IS 

PRESENTED TO YOU BY ROGER PERRY f--~,---------------------------
&JOOST .................... (WHAT IS 
JOosrs LAST NAME?) 
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"given that the average January electric­
ity bill increa"'es by 150% in July, you will 

t b p epared. H 

ShIVEriNG oR SorTEd? 
thE STuDENT gUidE tO CAntERBUrY WinTers 
The first of the winter terms is upon 
us and I'm beginning to see many 
students wearing two jumpers. This is 
often a symptom of cantaffordtheelec­
tricitybill-itis. This is an affliction com­
mon to human beings whose income 
is less than forty thousand dollars 
per annum, and is most prevalent in 
students - a subspecies discriminated 
against by the rest of the biological 
group due to their unusual capacity 
for questioning the status quo. This is 
an article on some preventative and 
curative steps for this condition. 

Electricity bills have two charges in 
them - one for electricity supply, and 
the other for electricity consumption. 
The first one you can't get out of. If 
you want electricity to flow from the 
nat,onal grid to your dwelling, regard­
less if your power is switched off 
at the wall or if you're running heat 
lamps for, uh, your native fern gar­
den, you have to pay for the supply. 

The second charge is variable. It com­
prises the electricity you actually use, 
and is measured in Kilowatt Hours. 
These are usually referred to as units. 
Depending on where you live, what 
kind of meter you have, and what 
pricing plan you're on, you will be 
charged a certain number of cents per 
unit. Different appliances use different 
amounts of units each hour, and this 

usage is recorded on the meter, read 
by the meter-reader about once a 
month in Christchurch, and reported 
to your power company who send 
you a lovely bill. 

To make a long article short, if you 
can't afford the electricity bill, you 
need to budget for the daily charges 
(because it's a fixed cost) and reduce 
your electricity consumption. This is 
a big pill to swallow in the Antarctic 
temperatures of a student flat, but 
given that the average January elec­
tricity bill increases by 150% in July, 
you will have to be prepared. 

Your hot water cylinder uses the 
most electricity, followed by your 
heating. Household appliances use 
electricity on standby, and leaving 
lights on is costlier than you think. 
Here are some energy saving tips: 
- heat the person, not the room (jer­
seys rather than heaters) 
- turn appliances off at the wall when 
not using them (does not apply to 
fridge or life support machines) 
- save up for a hot water cylinder 
wrap - it insulates your hot water 
cylinder and can save you up to $90 
a year - or ask your landlord if they'll 
install one for you 
- open the oven door when you've 
finished cooking - the warmth will 
warm up the room a bit 

By Bridie Harding, UCSA Executive (Welfare) 
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- only use the dryer when it's raining, 
and never for small loads 
- only use the washing machine or 
dishwasher when you have a full 
load, and use cold water 
- use cold water to fill the kettle 
- turn lights off when you leave the 
room (ask the other people in the 
room first) 
- use draught stoppers and keep 
doors and windows closed 
- make sure your fridge/freezer door 
seals are tight 
- have showers rather than baths 

One way to make sure you always 
have money for electricity is to set 
up an automatic payment from each 
person in the household each week. 
If four people pay $10 each week, you 
will be paying about $160 a month 
to the electricity company, which will 
probably pay your bill, or reduce it 
to a very small amount. It may even 
build up a credit, for those EUB-less 
summer months. 

Remember that public places like li­
braries and cafes are usually nice and 
warm, so if you've got reading to do, 
pop in for some free warmth. Power 
companies can often give you more 
personalised energy saving advice, 
so take advantage of their 0800 num­
bers and ask! 

Canta Magazine jwww.canta.co.nz 

Classifieds In Canta are free to 
students. Deadline is midday 

Friday. Please keep them as brief 
as possible. Send classifieds to 

canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz. 



Saturday, April 24, Winnie Bagoes 
P-Bass Expressway, one of the best 
up-and-coming live acts in New 
Zealand, reunited in Christchurch for a 
one-off gig, showcasing old and new 
material to a small crowd in Winnie 
Sagoes. Because of Anzac Day the 
following day, the bar had to shut 
at midnight, so the night kicked off 
reasonably early. 

Magnetic Funk, a recently formed 
three-piece band, got the crowd mov­
ing with four upbeat jazz/funk tunes 
before P-Bass took to the stage. The 
band have a wealth of musical talent 
between them, with members includ­
ing Nava Thomas (aka Confucius/Soul 
Providah), and well known local funk 
DJ Partido; from the first song, this 
talent was apparent. P-Bass opened 
with a couple of tracks from Express 
Funk, their debut recording released 

Reviewed by Kate McNally 

P-Bass Expressway 
late in 2003. They then mixed in The venue was cosy, the people 
some newer material, prepared for friendly, and the atmosphere ex-
their next album (not due until late tremely inviting; everyone was there 
2005). Inspired by late 70s and early simply to listen to amazing music in 
80s disco funk and hip-hop grooves, a fantastic setting. For those of us 
the tracks from Express Funk are who arrived early enough to make 
more jazz-based funk, with the newer it into the bar, the only low point of 
material being more rhythmic and the night was that it had to end at 
groove-focused, focusing less on midnight. This gig confirmed that 
jazz and more on slick, no-nonsense no matter what your musical tastes, 
funk. The addition of vocalist Matiu P-Bass can deliver a generous serving 
Tehuki to several tracks boosted the of funk that is sure to satisfy all. The 
crowd's already soaring enthusiasm fact that around 200 people had to be 
for the band's performance, and his turned away at the door because of 
low, smooth vocals provided the the size of the venue, demonstrates 
edge required to keep the audience the swiftly rising popularity of this 
interested in an instrumental band. band and genre in Christchurch. Due 
Although band members reside in for a nationwide tour in August, be 
different cities and rarely rehearse sure to catch P-Bass the next time 
together, their cohesiveness on stage around. 
produced an extraordinarily powerful 
performance. Seeing this band live 
for the first time, I was blown away 
by the energy they radiated, the vi-
vacity of which would be impossible 
to capture in a recording. 

••••••••••••••••• 

Student Discount! 

10%oFF 
All photo processing 
+ 1 FREE index print 

PLUS 
Digital 6"x4" prints from 

only 89c 
Ask about our other FREE stuff: 

• White borders 
• Matt or gloss paper 

Offer available only on presentation of student ID. 
Discount not in conjunction with any other offer 

Offer available at The Warehouse Bush Inn, Eastgate, South City stores 

••••••••••••••••• 
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WEEK THROUGHOUT NZ MUSIC 
MONTH, (WHICH IS MAY, IF YOU DIDN'T 
KNOW), CANTA WILL PUBLISH A MINI PROFILE 
OF AN UP & COMING LOCAL BAND. THIS 
WEEK: MY DAD BILL... 

My Dad Bill 
My Dad Bill were formed in 2001 by guitar­
ists Nikos Fairburn and Paul Guest, who were 
joined by drummer Phil Gillespie. They have 
recently employed a new bassist, Hugo Zanker, 
and after a string of vocalists, have reduced 
the line-up to four by passing vocal duties to 
Paul. Making their debut on the local live music 
scene at last year's RDU Roundup competition, 
the band made it to the semi-finals. Although 
many would say they were one of the crowd's 
picks for entry to the finals, they couldn't drum 
up enough support with the judges. Unde­
terred, they have since made a handful of ap­
pearances around Christchurch, subjecting their 
own brand of loud (and soft) guitars upon their 
audiences. Following up last years single Red 
Paddock, the band have recently recorded Gold 
Coin. The new release should be turning up on 
RDU any day now, so listen up or check it out 
at mydadbill.orcon.net.nz 

Tom. BA/LLB. 1st Year Crombie. BCom/LLB. 1st Year. 
1. Gary McCormack, because he's got a lovely figure. 

2. Datsun's, Like a Motherfucker Waltzing Matilda - if you 
can't beat 'em, join 'em. 

3-Take a spot / Go to New York and start a music career. If she 
can do it, I can do it. 

4. Get a long sun bed Buy an apache helicopter and with the 
missiles, blow a picture of me in the Port Hills. 

5. Maybe Tony Veitch told them to / Someone doing a shit 
house art degree would want to do it. 

Danny T. BA. 1st Year. 
1. Prince Tui Teka. He's 'try'-sexual, he'll try anything. 

2. April Sun in Cuba by Dragon. 
3. Get my eardrum removed. 

4. Buy some weight-gain shakes. 
5. Sexual perversion. 
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Anna. BCom/LLB. 1st Year. 
1. Neil Finn, because his songs are classic. 
2. Save the World by Brooke Fraser. 
3. Puke. 
4. I'd go buy an island. 
5. Drugs and lots of 'em. 

Whetu & BC. Works Infrastructure. 
1. Scribe, because of his rap / Neil Finn, 
he's just the man. 
2. Rap / The one we've got now. 
3. Talk to Miss Palmer / Wank. 
4. I'd buy a GTR Skyline / 20 pound would 
be the first thing I did. 
5. Just being a dick / practical joke. 
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You don't have to leave campus to buy ya Mum a pressie. 
We've got loads of pamper products that'll get you in her 

Remember Mum on May 9 good book! 

yo owe her ig time! 

s u 

Vladivar 
Vodka 1L 
$25.95 

- or 2 fo.-

e r 

18 pack 
stubbies 


