












































ARTS DIARY

k Visual Arts

g CSA Gallery - Raymond Herber, Sculpture

E (Apr 26-15 May)

& McDougall - Contemp. NZ Sculpture from

4 the collection (22 Apr-17 Jul)

3 Painters Gallery - Works by Pauline Linning,
g Arts Centre (Apr 19-25)

E Theatre

# Free Theatre - Sheila Winn Festival of
k Shakespeare in Schools (22-23 Apr). Contact
® Lin Clark.

2 Film

# Academy Cinema - Women's Int. Film

4 Festival, Over 30 films, Screenings 11am,

g6 & 8.30pm (24-30 Apr).

g Tickets at Academy & Arts Centre.

; Cloisters Theatre - ‘Shanghai Express’,
b 7.30pm (24 Apr), ‘She Done Him Wrong/
4 Belle of the 905’ 7.30pm (26 Apr)

g Dance

® Southern Ballet Theatre - Sthn Ballet
# Contemporary Season, 7pm (Apr 19-21).
g Bookings: 366 6992

Lectures

“Acting, Hollywood Style” by Foster Hirsch,
Sthn Ballet Theatre 2.30pm (24 Apr).
Tickets $10 at door or book at Court.

Keith Arnatt - British Photographer on
forthcoming exhibition “One foot has not
yet reached the next street”, Main Gallery
2pm (22 Apr).
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TO BE EXCELLENT OR TO BE BOGUS?

k To survive in a world of fashion, trends and
% culture that revolves quicker than a quick

3 revolving thing, it pays to stay abreast.

# Imagine the embarrassment if you ordered

g sun dried tomatoes on your scones! How

k passe! WHOEVER was foolish enough to

k believe that fruit, which was purposely

% shrivelled in the fierce, cancerous, yellow-
d thing-in-the-sky-that-causes-wrinkles (faint),

4 could ever be cool? Cool on the other hand,

g are shotguns; NOT is Kurt Cobain - imagine
k breaking so many hearts! What is hot about

join Janice, Jim and Kurt in rock ‘n’ roll
heaven. If you're 28, do it even quicker,
how uncool NOT being cdol enough to die
at 27! If you're not quite OLD enough to die
just yet, don't watch Heartbreak High. It's
AUSTRALIAN, BAD, AUSTRALIAN, TACKY,
AUSTRALIAN, CRAPPY, AUSTRALIAN.
Gifford & Balani on the other hand, local
talent, on CTV, is amusing. Last week they
had a most excellent conversation on the
new loo’s in Ashburton - almost worth a
wander down to ‘Flash Ash’ just to check it
them out, unlike the $8888888million dollar
jobbies, (figuratively language sweeties, not
real poo’s) that ‘grace’ Cathedral Square.
While on the subject, the most non-bogus
joint in town, bogusly known as the ‘Quad’
(if you went to Burnside, it's not a slab of
concrete) - is referred to as the ‘Fennie’ for
all those in the ‘know” - take that one all you
wanna-be BPs! And BPs move over, Rob
Muldoon IS making a come back! While on
the subject of finance, hot tip for all you
poor folk, you no longer get a hardship
grant, but get this, a hardship LOAN is the
latest in a long line of ways to rip off the
system - only bummer is that there's a little
matter of 10% interest - but wot's money
anyhow. To be sure, all that was totally
bodaucious this week will be archaic next,
but that's life in a quick revolving thing.
Robyn Pett
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POLITICAL

Women Against Pornography pot-luck
dinner. Mon 25 Apr, 7pm, WEA Centre (59
Gloucester St), All women welcome: bring a
friend and food.

Corso public meeting - ‘Say No to Profit
Driven Public Health.” Wed 20 Apr, 7.30

Clyde Dam opening, Sat 23 Apr, Jim Bolger
will be there, and a few protesters too.

Socialist Students 1994 Conference Wgtn,
May 13-15

Hosted by Victoria Uni’s Bolshevik
Club.

*The Education fightback: a socialist
perspective.

*South Africa: reform or revolution?

*NZ politics in the MMP era.

*Sex and Socialism.
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Accom and childcare avail. Info: Keir
(04) 382-8234 or Adam (04) 384-3394. Or
write to Conference Organisers, P.O. Box
9671, Wgtn.

Coalition for Public Health. Wed 20 Apr,
7:30 pm, WEA.

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION APRIL 215T
On Education and other issues, especially
the Todd Taskforce. Look out for posters,
or come to the Clubs Room or Exec

Workroom to find out about events.

International Earth Day, Fri 22 Apr.
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MUSIC

The Latin Dance Club

Invites you to come and dance (or just
watch) as our current group “graduates’,
Fri 22nd Apr, UCR, 8.30 till late. Members
free, student Non-members $3, Non-
student Non-members $5.

Bands Touring Varsity

Tues lunchtime sees Auckland punk rawk
outfit Nothing At All. Nelson’s Bungalow
are playing Thurs lunchtime, they havea
song “Grey Cortina” playlisted on RDU.
And Fri is another Auckland band Semi
Lemon Kola.

Town Gigs
Warners is treating us to a Safe Gig on
Thurs 21st of Apr, Love’s Ugly Children
and Supertanker will be playing. On Wed
night at the Dux, Rob Mayes’ new band
Springloader are playing and Semi Lemor
Kola are doing it again on Fri night.
Quadrophenia on Fri night has
Nothing At All and Christchurch’s sleazy
rock stars Ape Management. Don’t miss

PATIENTY

RIGHTS

QOur voluntary group began in 1980 from a Women’s Forum Health
Workshop in Christchurch. Most of the women present had experienced
unsatisfactory dealings with the so-called “Health System” (better named
the “lliness System” as it focuses on illness rather than health). When
sharing these events and their outcomes on the physical and mental
health of individual women, it became obvious that attitudes and beliefs
within the medical system needed to be challenged and changed.

Much early work concentrated on shortcomings in maternity care,
on unacceptable treatment at Christchurch Women's Hospital (which
local GPs referred to as “the cattle markets”), on trying to establish
channels of communication and complaint within the Hospital Board
and other organisations, and on trying to prevent the closure of smaller,
more relaxed birthing places such as Essex Hospital. The foreseeable
results of these closures, which gave women less choice as to where they
give birth, are increasingly surfacing, such as with overcrowding and
stress at Chch Women's,

 Patient complaints until this time seem largely to have been ignored
With a group willing to take up the issues publicly, this became more ‘
difficult. Not surprisingly the institutions didn’t accept challenges easily!
Nurses at Christchurch Women’s Hospital were forbidden to attend '
Patients’ Rights meetings - even in their own time (only some obeyed!)
Members of Patients’ Rights were personally insulted in local ‘
newspapers.

The issues we heard most about were to do with women’s health —
partly because women are the greatest users of the system, and partly
because their place in society makes them more vulnerable — so that's
where most of our work has focussed. It's also our experience that
;::hrgcn frequently complain on behalf of sons, husbands/partners and

1s.

_ Much of our work involves telephone advice — sometimes just
I|sten|qg and accepting an experience, sometimes assisting with

preparing complaints or attending meetings with patients or their
fepresentatives. We also undertake an educative role, both with health
professionals (nursing and medical students) and in the community

where people want to know their rights.

h bR‘el‘ques‘ts are comm(_)nly about how and where to complain, how to
[eemfgsg]\if:;:gi»:gr;E:E;Zﬁao;g?tion L{(i_ncluciing access to one’sown
-y » seeking a second opinion, and rights in
sm;:‘;rggsé:;marnding factor about complaints is that (despite what
R ors’ greatest fear) nobody comes to us seeking revenge
Wty L Lesa};;sl talking about an experience and being believed
k) i Eo.esnrlehrs want an apology. Almost all want to ensure

! ) appen to others.

We were delighted with the Cartwright Inquiry and Report, which

HERE (OM& THAT ~ QUIck] GIMME
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reinforced the very things we'd been saying. They showed the need for
the official advocacy we'd been trying to carry out unofficially — and
with difficulty. The denial-reaction from some of the medical profession
bore out what we and others had been experiencing and saying. We
became involved in the new system of medical ethics committees which
now includes consumer representation — to some extent, in setting up
advocacy services, and in working to get the Health Commissioner
|eg|5!at|on passed by parliament. Largely because of resistance from
medical quarters, this still has not been achiev
Another issue we're currently working on is sex
in the health professional/client relationship. This
member on the Medical Council’s Working Party. A

1l harassment/abuse
ides having a
th all our wark,

DK.-MARVEL S
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this covers non-medical

health professionalism as well
(eg complementary health
practitioners, dentists, counsellors, etc).
This problem is much bigger in many
prur’(:aaim:s_.’lww anyone r[:['ugnised, or
- was prepared to admit for a long time.
Strong disciplinary measures ate needed, rehabilitation where possible, a
great deal of publicity, and public education and protection, . 1

Over the years we've made many submissions and challenges.
We've always resisted the “user-pays” health policies, particularly those
of the current National Government. We unequivocally support a public
tax-funded health system and do not believe this is impossible. The r
financial costs of administering profit-based systems are too high, and
the social costs of a system which makes access difficult for some people
are unacceptable.

Overseas experience shows that New Zealand is too small to sustain
competing health institutions. We don't believe proper co-ordinated care
can happen in an environment of competition and refusal to share
rnfolrmation. This was recently highlighted by a local health institution
advising its members to resign from community health organisations
IhnC?:uSe of the fgnlli(‘t of interests. Interestingly enough, conflict of
interests for medical specialists working in both private and public
sectors has never been a problem!

We don't know how much we'll be able to achieve in the new
system which has very little public accountability. It's believed that

SN this wee misadventure, is now NZ music

=ni— can be appreciated for all its glory, while
(T grunge rots in its rottenness. If you're 27,

i grab your shotgun, head for the hills, and

that one! :
P market-type surveys will show up all health system problems, and that

managers and accountants will be able to solve them all. “Commercial
sensitivity” will make information harder to get and community
representation will be carefully “managed” to make sure it furthers

commercial interests.
From Denny Anker @

*The international rise of fascism.
*The coup in Russia, 1993: did socialists

| e Judy Small concert at the Harbour Light
have a side?

Theatre, Lyttleton. 28 April. $12.
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DOING THE S|

it was a dark and stormy night. Again.
Lightning cracked across the room.
Again. Finally, she said it:

“That's it! | can’t take any more.
I'm leaving, and I'm taking your best
friend Clint with me!”

“No! You can’t!” | cried. She did. |
sat down, stunned... and began to
reflect. About breakups. Realistically,
how many of us lose our pariners fo
guys named “Clint”? Or to “changing
needs”? Or a need for a “new life”? Or
“space”? More and more relationships
are falling to pieces after shorter and
shorter periods of time. How the hell

can we cope?!

e

Stage I: The Breakup

Contrary to popular belief, infidelity is
not the main reason for people to break up.
Mind you, it's not an insignificant runner-
up. Covered up by a multitude of excuses,
from loneliness in a long distance
relationship to drunkenness in a stable one,

7
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|

infidelity (aka “screwing complete strangers
for kicks") is generally recognised as Very
Bad Form indeed. However, whether you or
your partner are guilty of it, it has happened,
and there is very little you can do about it.
Apologise heaps, and you may save the
relationship. Usually, though, you're in
trouble. Give up and hide somewhere.

More often, the main cause for breakups
is boredom or a need for freedom, covered
up with the words “new life”, “space”, or
“starting over.” Don't be deceived. When
you hear these words from your partner,
panic and fight hard to keep your
relationship alive. They're just warming up
to tell you to fuck off. For self-interested
lovers, this should be regarded as bad news.
However, if you're a sensitive, caring lover,

your own, let them go. And hate yourself for
it. Which brings us on to...

Stage I1: Coping strategies

Depression, anger, fury, self-pity,
loathing (of self and ex-partner), pretended
resignation, faked happiness, and loneliness
usually all give way to one of two coping
strategies: Either the “just good friends”
approach (arrgghhh!) or vindictiveness. As |
know of only one successful “).G.F.”
survival working on the first attempt
(frightening but true...), we'll move on to the
fun bit. Being vindictive.

This activity will almost invariably be
conducted by both dumper and dumpee at
once, and is the last thing they really get to
do together - oh, how sweet! It starts with

little things. Ignoring your “ex” when with
mutual friends. Dropping snide comments
about your relationship to friends when the
“ex" is in the room. Commenting on how
crappy relationships are (lies are useful here:
they were less committed/faked it more
often/cheated on you more often than you
did on them, etc). While some of it may be
true, this is mostly dependent on your being
able to lie to yourself. Most of us are good at
this. Being nasty to your partner is often just
a way of convincing yourself YOU can live
without THEM. .

To convince THEM they want to live

| love you honey,
o | just cart
> satiles=

putting a condom on the exhaust pipe of the
car and watching it explode as they pil out
of the carpark (BOOMI!! Heh, heh, i 1).0r
taking out an ad in the paper for an
inflatable date under their name. Or ieave
anonymous messages for their new partner
with abrasive comments about their sexual
prowess or preferences. Better still, leave
those messages on lecture theatre
blackboards, Or in CANTA’s letter column
(see the “Movin’ On Up” saga!) Tip themof
to the Police as drug dealers. Befriend ther
parents, flatmates, or new partner. Hang
around. Plant explosives in their house.
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Nothing is too much once you beginto
enjoy revenge! However, the subtle
approach is the best. While they are
attempting to destroy you, be really nice®
them. It'll drive them nuts. Heh, Heh, Hef

Stage IlI: Recovery

You've destroyed their life (and your
own); what's next? Forswearing ever havi
relationships again? Having so many flings
you feel numb? These are suggestions that
are forever bounced around by well-
meaning friends, but are they solutionst| k
would say they are... sort of. Getting on "'
your life should be your goal. Hang out Wi
your friends, get to know people you
haven't seen in a while, and do all that
varsity work you've ignored for the last 6
months. Get out and meet people! “Thet
are other fish in the sea” may be a tacky
cliché (especially if you're vegetarianh bu!
it's true! Meet another love of your fife.!
having lots of sex with strangers does help
then why not? It’s just one version of ("
recovery position. N

Cartoons by Dean Koo




