






























The politi cal detainees of the Batu Gajah and Ta iping 
camps are now subJected to criti cal conditions. They have 
persisted in carrying out 30 and 17 days of hunger str ike 
respect ively, to protest against the tyranni cal oppression 
of the authority concerned. Their fates remain unknown. 
We appeal to all of you to keep a close eye on this event 
and support the rightful struggle of the politi cal detainees. 
Such h 1gh-handed suppression is an act of fascism and is 
an irony to our 'democratic' society. 

On 29th December 1973 a politi cal detainee, Wong Sui 
Sung of Taiping detaining camp, passed away due to the 
lack of medical care and unable to endure the torture of 
his long illness. 

On that particular afternoon, the politi cal detainees in 
Batu GaJah camp sent six representatives to request for 
explanation and clarification from the authority con­
cerned. This was rejected and the authority instead 
replied by calling in the Federal Reserve Unit to beat 
up the detainees. Seven political detainees (Yap Mei Fui, 
Lee Ban Chian, Ng Yak Pak, Teh Ah Giok, Hon Yew 
Peng, Fu Chien Yi and Lee Lim) were seriously wounded 
and numerous detainees were also hurt. Under such a 
situation the pal itical detainees in Batu camp were forced 
to go on hunger strike. 

Since the incidence, neither the lawyer nor the relati­
ves were al1Iowed to meet them and their conditions are 
left unknown. 

On 12th January 1974, the political detainees of 
Taiping camp joined in the hunger strike to support the 
rightful demand of their counterparts in Batu Gajah camp. 
Next day the authority concerned called in 7 truck-loads 
of F.R.U. to perform another scene of brutality and bar­
barism, which resulted in numerous detainees being 
seriously wounded. The detainees were then carried 
away by army trucks to Batu Gajah camp while faced 
with another round of violence. All relatives who 
visited the Batu Gajah camp were rudely rejected. 

Through their lawyer, the relatives of the detainees 
tried to meet the Minister of Home Affairs, but were 
being purposely delayed and threatened. 

In view of the seriousness of such event, and unable 
to ignore the fact that the detainees were brutally 
treated, all the relatives of the detainees gathered in 
front of the Parliament House on 16th January 1974 to 
/'remind" the minister of the event of brutality. How­
ever, all the relatives were dragged to the police station 
and are to be sued in court. 

Since the death of Wong Sui Sung, 33 days have lapsed 
and many detainees were left unconscious in the tiny 
rooms which they were placed. Hon Yew Peng and Fu 
Chien Yi and various others remai17 in critical condition 
in the hospital, after being violated by the F.R.U. 
The continual ignorance of the government over this 
violation of human right signifies the re-emergence of 
fascist-rule in our country. Being the relatives of the 
political detainees, we would not just let such inhu-
mane act go on uncheck. We appeal to all the people 
to condemn such act of fascism and support us for 
the following demands: 

1) Withdraw the 3 months of prohibiting the rela- • 
tives from visiting the detainees, and release the 
detainees from the present tiny rooms. 

2) Stop violating the detainees, both physically and 
mentally. 

3) Remove the F.R.U. from the camps and ensure 
that they will not be sent in anymore. 

4) Action shou Id be taken against those responsible 
authorities and ensure that no further event will 
happen. 

5) Al low the lawyer, doctor and representatives of 
the relatives to meet the detainees. 

6) Accept, unconditionally, the demand of the 
political detainees. 

7) An investigation committee should be set up to 
investigate the death of Wong Sui Sung and ap­
propriate compensation should be made. 

28th January, 197 4. 

On Monday 8th July a 23 year old workman, Kevin 
Jaye Becker, pleaded not guilty to charges of possess ion 
of cannabis for the purpose of sale, supplying cannabis to 
Trevor Tait and supplying cannabis to Russell King. A 
further charge of not being licensed to sell 24 oz of can­
nabis to Trevor Tait was withdrawn by the police, and 
Becker pleaded guilty to a charge of possession of 
cannabis . Al I charges arose from the same incident at 
Becker's home on February 18th this year . The case was 
heard before Mr W.F. Brown S.M. 

First prosecution witness was Trevor Tait, a prison 
inmate who gave evidence that he had phoned Becker 
that night and then gone to Becker's home, accompanied 
by one Tony Stephens. In Becker's liv ing room they dis­
cussed narcotics and Tait said he offered to sell Becker 
some cannabis. Becker declined saying he already had 
some, and showed Tait 12-15 little bags of cannabis. 
After smoking some, Tait left taking with him the can­
nabis he'd arrived with. Outside he was apprehended by 
the police and on 3rd April was sentenced to 9 months 
periodic detention on a c~arge of attempting to sell 
cannabis. Under defence ,awyer, Gerry Lascelles' cross 
examination Tait said he had been before tl ,e coi Irt 
again since that incident on a charge of burglary of a 
chemist shop. His other criminal convictions included 
assault, burglary, theft, and four narcotic convictions . 
On the night of this incident Tait had gone to Becker's 
home with cannabis and $227 in his possession. In 
later verbal and written statements he told police he had 
supplied Becker with cannabis, and later as a result of 
the police "hassling" he said Becker had supplied him. 
Hnwcver wl ,en : .c ICG'.it the house that ni.9bt he t.ook the 
money he arrived with, the cannabis he arrived with, and 
nothing supplied by Becker. Tait said he asked Becker to 
get rid of some cannabis for him, however Becker declined 
When Lascelles asked if Becker had said he didn't want 
"that quantity of cannab1s in his house" Tait replied 
"Yes" but said that he didn't see Becker go outside with 
the cannabis. 

Under Senior Sergeant Clewer's re-examination Tait con­
firmed that he hadn't seen Becker leave the house with the 
cannabis. 

Second police witness, Detective Bone, said as a result 
:>f information received he took up watch on the defen­
:lant's property. At 9.30 p.m. two men knocked at the 
back door and were let in by the defendant; neither was 
carrying anything. Just before 10.00 p.m. the defendant 
left the house and drove off in a Mini . Six minutes later 
he returned and carried a bag from the car into the house. 
At 10.15 p.m. another man, Russell King, arrived and he 
was let into the house by the defendant. At 10.30 p.m. 
the defendant left the house and threw a black and white 
shopping gag under a car. Detectives retrieved this bag. 
At 10.30 Tait and Stephens left the property and were 
apprehended, Tait having 24 small packets of cannabis 
and $227 in his possession. Under cross examination he 
said he didn't think Tait had the cannabis when he arrived . 
He didn't know where Becker went in the Mini and hadn't 
at any stage checked the Mini to see if the shopping bag was 
in it. Becker claimed, Mr Lascelles said, that he had gone to 
the local shops, Bone was creating an inference that Becker 
went off to get some cannabis. At no stage had this been 
checked by the police with Becker or his wife. On the 
subject of the previous witness Tait, Bone confirmed that 
Tait was known to be involved with narcotics. Bone also 
confirmed that if Becker had had the cannabis all along it 
would have been strange for him to take it out and throw 
it under a car. Bone agreed that Ta~t was "fairly unreliable". 

Another detective, Mr Woolhouse, was next witness and 
he took up a position at the defendant's address. Shortly 
after his arrival the defendant left in a Mini and returned 
5 or 6 minutes later. He went inside carrying a full black 
and white shopping bag. Later on Russell King arrived. 
At 10.30 the defendant came out and placed the black and 
white shopping bag (with 12 packets of cannabis therein) 
under the car and returned to the house. At 11.30 Tait and 
Stephens left and were apprehended. At 11 .40 King left 
the address and was intercepted. At midnight the defen­
dant left his house and looked under the car where he had 
put the bag of cannabis. Unable to find it he returned 
inside and got a torch. The defendant then attempted to 
drive off but was stopped by the detectives who searched 
his house. In the kitchen Woolhouse found a plastic bag 
containing cannabis and $200 in cash. The money he said 
was from the sale of an antique. He denied selling cannabis 
to Tait and King, and denied knowledge of putting the bag 
of cannabis under the car. Under cross examination Wool­
house said he hadn't checked the Mini before the defendant 
left for the shops. The total amount of cannabis found in 
the house weighed 16. 7 grammes. There was no evidence 
to show the $200 and the cannabis were in any way con­
nected. He said no mention·was made of Becker intending 
leaving at midnight to go to his job at Rotherham. 

The last prosecution witness was Senior Sergeant Withers. 
He arrived at.9.30 and 5 minutes later the defendant came 

out of the house and drove off in the Mini. Senior Sergeant 
Withers' evidence was largely the same as the others except 
that he had apprehended King. From King he took a total 
of 14 small packets of cannabis . Under cross examination 
:1e sa id King wouldn ' t say where he had got his cannabis. 

Opening t he defence Gerry Lascel les subm itted there 
was no pr ima facie case In respe et of supplyi_ng Russell 
:(lng. King's possession, he submitted, was a far cry from 
~stablishing that the accused supplied him with it. How-
2ver, after a few moments consideration, Mr Brown 
established that there was a case to answer. 

Kevin Jaye Becker, the defendant, gave evidence that 
he was married with two children and was working in 
Rotherham painting. He also dabbled in antiques. That 
night he had been home and Tait rang up and later came 
over. Becker was on the phone when Tait and Stephens 
arrived and his wife let them in. Tait was holding a bag 
of cannabis and Becker offered to buy one small bag for 
$30. He had money at the time from the· sale of an antique 
chaise tongue and intended to pay the mortgage interest on 
his home with it . He had intended going to Rotherham 
early that night, but Tait's arrival had held him up. As he 
left to go to Rotherham he was stopped by the police. 
Becker denied selling cannabis to King and said Tait sold 
it, King taking 10 or 12 packets. Becker said his wife was 
concerned at the amount of cannabis in the house so 

• Becker put it in the black and white bag and took it out­
side. The explanation for leaving the property in the 
Mini was that he went to the local shop to purchase goods 
to take to work. He used his wife's black and white shop­
ping bag, which was already in the car, to carry his pur­
chases into the house. Later on when he wanted to get 
rid of Tait's cannabis he put it in his wife's black and 
white shopping bag. At the time of arrest he attempted 
to explain this to the police, but they didn't listen. They 
didn't even mention his trip out in the Mini to him. If 
he had sold the cannabis, Becker said he would have had 
at least $900 in the house, he definitely wouldn't have 
allowed any credit. 

Under cross examination Becker alleged police mis­
interpretation of the facts. He also disputed the evidence 
that he had looked under the car with a torch and, saying 
the first time he used the torch was when a detective 
asked him for one. Becker also said he told the detective 
the name of the person to whom he had sold the antique, 
but the police had never checked this out. The police 
never asked him for an explanation of where he went in 
the Mini, and when Senior Sergeant Clewer challenged 
Becker that he was actually going to Rotherham that 
night, Becker offered to assist the police in establishing 
the truth of this with his employer. When asked aggres­
sively if he supplied the cannabis to Tait and King, he 
replied "No". 

Mr Lascelles then made submissions that there was no 
proof beyond doubt and added that the proof must lie 

on the prosecution's evidence. The evidence, Lascelles 
submitted fell far short of proof to the required degree. 
Becker's account was the only consistent account which 
fitted in with all the evidence given. The police could 
have checked whether or not he was going to Rotherham, 
could have confirmed the sale of the antique, and could 
have checked if Becker went to the local dairy in his 5 
minute mystery journey. The police he said, had drawn 
sinister implications over something which was easily 
explained. There was no onus on Becker to excuse him­
self. Tait, he said would hardly arrive at Becke?s 
swinging a bag of cannabis, saying that it could quite 
easily be concealed. If Tait said he sold the cannabis, 
and that was unchallenged, then it must be accepted. 
Lascelles said if Becker had sold the cannabis he would 
have had more money in the house than he did. 

The facts of the case didn 't contlict with Becker's story. 
There was no direct or circumstantial evidence that Becker 
supplied King and Lascelles said he would be interested to 
find any evidence to show he supplied Tait. He submitted 
there was no evidence, circumstantial or otherwise to 
prove anythir-1g against Becker. There was misinterpre­
tation of what was seen by the police. There was no proof 
to the required degree. 

The prosecution made no submissions and the case was 
adjourned overnight for Mr Brown to ponder upon the 
facts . He duly found that the charges weren't proven 
beyond reasonable doubt. Tait, he said, was called as a 
prosecution witness and he's said Becker didn't supply 
any cannabis. Note- here that he found Tait an unsatis­
facto~y a_nd unreliable witness. He was satisfied that a 
substantial transaction occurred but the evidence 
didn't go as far as supply. The charge of possessior 
for purpose of supply fell short in evidence. 

On the matter of possession, Becker was convicted and 

remanded for probation officer's report and sentence. 

15 points to the police for preparing a shithouse case. 
10 points to Gerry Lascelles for good defence. 
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orJ.J. Benefield, 
esident, 
niversity of Canterbury 
Students' Association, 

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY'. 

r Dr Benefield, 
for your information I have to advise that at its last 

ting the University Council considered the attached 
port and resolved as follows: 

1) That the number of car spaces to be provided 
remain at 1,500, together with parking for two­
wheeled vehicles, but not including the suggested 
300 car spaces behind the School of Forestry; 

~I That Recommendation 3.1 of the report be 
approved; 

3.1 The University should publish and make 
generally available t o staff and student s a 
combined campus plan and traffic regula­
ti ons (Append ix A). The Traff ic Regu la­
tions should cont ain, inter al ia, the following 
po ints. • 

3.1.1 The New Zea land Traffic Laws and the 
followi ng regu latio ns are applicable to all 
vehicles entering the grounds of t he Uni­
versity of Canterbury. 

3.1.2. The use of parking areas is subject to the 
acceptance of all regulations. Breaches of 
these regulations may lead to a fine and/or 
the removal of the vehicle and/ or a denial 
of the privilege of bringing a vehicle onto 
Un ivers ity land . 

3. 1.3. All staff and st udent veh icles parking on 
Un iversity land must display official st ickers 
(except for trade serv ice and bona fide 
visitors' vehicles and two-wheeled vehicles) . 

3.1.4 The speed limits shall be 35 km.p.h. 
(20 m.p.h.) on University Drive and 25 
km .p.h . (15 m.p.h.) on all other University 
roads. 

3.1.5 No stopping or parking, day or night, shall 
be permitted on any University road or any 
area other than those spec ifically ass igned . 

3.1.6 Vehicles shall be perm itted a short interval 
(approximately five m inutes) to load and 
unload . 

3.1 .7 No vehicles shall be dr iven or parked on any 

lawn or garden . 

That Recommendation 3.2 (Appendix B.1) of the 
report be approved in full, but that the right to pur­
chase a Red sticker be limited and that if an eligible 
person did not wish to purchase a sticker at $25 fee 
he or she could take their chance with Green and 
Blue, and that further consideration be given to the 
Position of the part-time student; 

3.2 B.1. 

Red sticker: a) bearer entitled to a personal, num­
bered park as well as the right to 
park in Blue or Green areas 

b) full -time permanent staff are 
eligible to apply 

c) carries an annual fee of $25 

Blue sticker: a) bearer entitled to park in Blue or 
Green areas 

b) full -time permanent staff are . 
eligible to apply 

c) carries an annual fee of $10 

Yel low sticker :a) bearer entitled to park in Yellow 
or Green areas 

b) maintenance and service staff.and 
part-t ime staff are el igible to apply 

c) carries an annual fee of $10 

Green sticker : a) bearer entitled to park in Green areas 

b) full -t ime students , except those in 
University Halls of Residence or Un i· 
versity Student Flats are eJ igible to 
apply 

c) carries an annual fee of $5 

I) That Recommendation 3.2 (Appendix B.2) be approved; 

3.2 B.2 

Income from the fees should go into a Park ing Fund to 
cover admin istration and ma intenance costs and fo r the 
development of parking facilities for all veh icles. 

(5) That Recommendation 3.2 (Appendix 8.3) be approved; 

3.2 B.3 
The attached map shows the appropriate lbcation and 
si ze of planned car par'ks between 11am and Clyde Roads. 
The parks may be grouped as follows : 

A: 133 spaces : School of Eng ineeri ng w ith mai n 
access off Creyke Road 

B: 157 spaces: Physical Sciences with main access 
off I lam Road 

C: 135 spaces: Reg istry - Arts - Libra ry with access 
off Un iversity Drive 

D: 100 spaces : Social Sciences - Forestry w ith main 
access off Clyde Road 

E: 251 spaces : Nat ural Sciences - Central location 
with access off Creyke and Clyde Roads 

.,_ . 

~,;4b ~ .:#<,l,...-,""44 A 
+~t(.C./~~ 
~c:.~A 

F: 520 spaces : Eastern pa rks with access off Clyde 
Road 

G: 128 spaces: Students' Union with access off 
11am Road 

(6) That Recommendation 3.3 of the report be approved 
deleting the letters (a) and (b) and replacing (b) by 
the words 'consideration be given to'; 

3.3 
Fu rther encouragement shou ld be given to the use of 
cycles of various kinds by (a ) increasing the prov ision 
of separate park ing areas fo r motor cycles, scooters 
and power cycles at locations nea r to but not amongst 
the main bu ild ings, and (b ) prov id ing an adequate 
number of covered bicycle stands as close as practi­
cable to the ma in bu ildings (Append ix C) . 

(7) That Recommendation 3.4 of the report be approved; 

3.4 
Special areas should be designated for visitors and 
parking arrangements should be made for d isabled 
d rivers (Append ix D) . 

(8) That Recommendation 3.5 of the report, amended to 
read as follows be approved: 

"Procedures for enforcing Traffic Regulations, 
especially those on parking should be strengthened, 
and that a two-away system be institl&d and that 
all fines be paid into the Parking Fund"; 

---

II ii 

3.5 
Procedures for enforcing Traffic Regulations, 
especially those on parking, should be strengtlhened. 
After one warning for a parking infringement, a 
second infringement should invoke a tow-away 
service : for other infringements the present system 
of fines and/or loss of parking privilege should 
continue (Appendix E). 



(9) That standard parking fines should be instituted and 
advertised; 

(10) That Recommendation 3.6 of the report be approved 
and that the right of termination of the bus service be 
allowed on 3 months' notice. 

3.6 
The University should enter into a contract with 
the Christchurch Transport Board to test the 
feasibility of a financially self-supporting bus ser­
vice for the student (and staff) catchment of the 
University, the tes.t period for the initial service 
to be not less than the Academic year of 1975 
(Appendix F). 

Yours sincerely, 

G.G. Turbott, 
Registrar. 

APPENDIX A: Campus Plan and Traffic Regu lations 
( Recommendation 3.1) 

A.1 The traffic regulations of the Un ivers ity need to be 
widely and regularly publicised . The beg inning of 
each academic year is an obvious time . In addition 
there should be a suitable pamphlet which is dis­
tributed at least annually to al I staff and students. 

A.2 The attached copy of the Massey University Campui 
Plan and Traffic Regulations 1s a good model. The 
Campus Plan should show the main buildings, 
roadways and parking areas and contain a key to 
the plan. The Traffic Regulations would include 
those in force at the University of Canterbury. 

A.3 Consequential requirements are that (a) all traffic 
signs should conform to the standards of the N.Z. 
Transport Department in the interests of safety as 
well as legality , and (b) adequate notices should be 
erected. 

APPENDIX C: Park ing of Two=wheeled Vehicles 

(Recommendation 3.3) 

C.1 University policy encourages _the use of cycles of 
various kinds in preference to cars by providing free 
and special parking spaces and by not issuing 
stickers nor requiring University registration. One 
consequence is that it is not easy to determine the 
owner of an offending vet'licle: ownership of 
registered cycles can be obtained from motor regis­
tration records in Wellington but this is cumbersome 
and time-consuming. However the need for identi­
fication arises at present mainly from parking 
infringements: 1f the University adopts recommen­
dation..3.5 on enforcement by towing away after one 
warning, the need for University registration should 
be avoided. 

C.2 Encouragement of use of cycles requires increased 
provision of special parking areas. The areas for 
motor cycles, scooters and power cycles should be 
conveniently located near to but not amongst the 
main buildings because of excessive noise and 
rapid acceleration. 

C.3 Of all vehicles, greatest encouragement should 
continue to be given to bicycles. Covered stands, 
adequate in size to meet demand, should •be 
located as close as practical to the source of that 
demand . 

APPENDIX D: Parking for Visitors and other Special Cases 

( Recommendation 3.4) 

D1 There are a number of vehicles for which special 
parking provision will be necessary . "Visitors" 
parking areas should be established and these may 
need to be for both long-term 1 (e.g. half-day 
parkers) and short-term (ten minute parkers) . 

D.2 Provision will need to be made for disabled drivers 
and other medical cases where an appropriate 
medical certificate is obtained . These may be for 
long-term or short-term periods but the location 
of parking space may be left to the discretion of 
the Traffic Controllers. 

APPENDIX E: Enforcement of Traffic Regulations 

(Recommendation 3.5) 

E.1 The main problems of enforcement arise from per­
sistent offenders of the parking regulations. At 
present a third ("Red") parking infringement 
ticket is required before, in the case of a student, 
an offender is reported to the Proctor. This entails 
a lot of checking of records and is at best unwieldy 
and slow. Reporting to the Proctor is only done 
after all efforts by the Traffic Controllers to resolve 
the problems have failed. Problems with staff are 
less frequent but can be more difficult to resolve. 

E.2 It is desirable to remove the general run of parking 
penalities from disciplinary arrangements of the Uni­
versity and to link them with the ordinary law of 
trespass. Essentially if a person is warned that upon 
entry to a property and acting in a certain way he can 

E.3 

E.4 

E.5 

E.6 

expect a certain consequence (which is not an illegal 
act) the property owner is then justified in taking 
the consequential action if the warning is not heeded. 
Thus, if the University erects notices at road entries 
which state the terms on which parking is permitted 
and parking areas are clearly marked, the University 
may then arrange for improperly parked vehicles to 
be towed away. Disciplinary action need then be 
used nnly in special circumstances. 

To institute this procedure Council may need to 
resolve along the following lines: 

"That Council authorise the Registrar from time to 
time to designate various parking areas for 
specific categories of persons, that these areas be 
clearly marked and signposted , and that when a 
warning has been given once in connection with 
the improper parking of any one vehicle, a second 
occu rrence shall result in properly empowered 
members of the Registrar 's staff arrang ing for the 
removal of the offending vehicle at the owner's 
expense and risk ; and that the Registrar shall 
take all necessary steps to ensure that this 1s 
done in accordance with the law." 

Consequential requirements are (a) the posting of 
appropriate notices at eai:h road entry or parking 
entrance and (b) and appropriate warning sticker 
which can be affixed to the offending vehicle. 

The owner of a towed away vehicle would have to 
identify his ownership of the vehicle and pay to the 
University or other appropriate authority a fee 
comprising the cost of towage and storage and 
including an administration fee. His vehicle would 
then be released from the storage area. 

Other infringements of the Traffic Regulations should 
continue to be dealt with as at present although some 
standardisation of penalties is desirable in order to 
strengthen the action of the Traffic Controllers. 
All fines should be paid into a special orupose fund 

(for example a gymnasium fund) and ~ot go into 
the consolidated fund.) 

APPENDIX F: University Bus Service 

(Recommendation 3.6) 

F.1 The Christchurch Transport Board does not consider 
as feasible a public transport service that would also 
serve the University's needs. The alternative is for 
the University to have a Contract bus which the 
Board "will provide at the lowest possible cost" and 
for the Board to be "The Operator that runs this 
particular service because it may be possible at time, 
to integrate other requirements in with this service 
and thereby keep the costs at a lower level." 

F.2 The Christchurch Transport Board, working with the 
Un iversity, has determined the following route as one 
which would give a reasonable coverage for students 
who are resident in the catchment areas astride the 
named streets, and would provide a good test of the 
viability of a contract service on an hourly service at 
the campus from 9 .00 a.m. until 5.00 p.m . 

Campus, Creyke Rd., Clyde Rd ., Fendalton Rd 
Idris Rd., Glandovey Rd., Heaton St., Andover·· 
St. , Winchester St., Rugby St., Rossall St., Gland111 
Rd ., Idris Rd ., Fendalton Rd ., Clyde Rd., Creyke 
Rd., Campus. 

F .3 The service should not aim to be profit -making but 
to be financially self-supporting. If there is a two-way 
loading, then the cost to break even would be 21 
passengers in each direction at 10 cents each at 1973 
costs. However the University should be prepared to 
underwrite the service for a trial period of one year. 

F .A Consequential requirements are (al close cooperation 
with the Students' Association; (b) wide publicity 
about the service within the University and especially 
among the students; (cl a system of ticket sales 
within the University, preferably at the Students' 
Union and; (d) careful monitoring of the service. 
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BIBLE BLITZ - July 17-23rd 

What is Bible Blitz? A time when Christian students 
will be moving around the campus offering to give away 
free copies of GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN MAN. 
This is a copy of the New Testament, (the section of 
the Bible telling of Christ, his teaching, and its appli­
cation to our lives) written in modern English. 
GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN MAN has a total 
circulation of more than 43 million, making it the 
world's most popular paperback. You may wonder 
why we are doing this. Our reasons are twofold: 
first, to give you an opportunity to be informed about 
the content of the Bible, and secondly to place before 
you the claims of Jesus Christ. Please don't be offended 
when someone approaches you this week, we're simply 
sharing what we've found to be real, in the hope that 
you will give us a fair hearing rather than dismissing what 
we believe as a Sunday School myth. 

ARE THE BIBLE DOCUMENTS RELIABLE? 

How do we know that the text of the Bible as we have 
it today, having come to us through many translations 
and versions over the centuries, is not just a pale relection 
of the original? What guarantee do we have that de-
letions and embellishments have not totally obscured the 
original message of the Bible? What difference does the 
historical accuracy of the Bible make? Surely the only 
thi ng that counts is the message! 

But Christianity is rooted in history . Jesus Christ was 
counted in a Roman census. If the Bible's historical 
references are not true, grave questions may be raised 
about the reliability of other parts of the message based 
on historical events. Likewise it is crucial for us to know 
that we have substantially the same documents in our time 
as people had almost 2,000 years ·ago. 

If we believe the Bible to be the Word of God, verbally 
inspired , the job of establishing the text accurately is an 
extremely important one. This task is called textual 
criticism. It has nothing to do with the reliabil ity of the 
text, i.e. how our current text compares with the originals 
and how accurately the ancient manuscripts were copied. 

Let us briefly examine the data for the New Testament 
of the Bible . 

The New Testament was written in Greek . More than 
4,000 manuscripts of the New Testament, or of parts of 
it, have survived to our time. These are on different 
mater ials, Papyrus was the common materi al used for 
writi ng purposes at the beginning of the Ch ri st ian era. It 
was made from reeds and was highly durable. In the last 
500 years many remains of documents written on papyrus 
have been d iscovered, including fragments of manuscripts 
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The second mater ial of which Greek manuscripts were 
made is parchment. This was the skin of sheep or goats, 
PQlished with pumice. It was used until the late Middle 
Ages, when paper began to replace it. 

The dates of the New Testament documents indicate 
that they were written with in the lifetime of contempor­
:es of Christ. People were sti 11 alive who cou Id remem­

r the things He said and did . Many of the Pauline 
letters are even earlier than some of the Gospels. 

The evidence for the early exisfence of the New Testa­
~ent writings is clear. The wealth of materials for the New 
. estament becomes even more evident when we compare 
it_with other ancient documents which have been accepted 
Without question. Bruce observes that only nine or ten 
!!Ood manuscripts of Caesar's 'Gallic War' exist. The old-
~ of ~he~e manuscripts was written so_me ?DO years after 

8 esa'. s time. The 'History of Thucyd1des (ea . 460-~00 
~f-l 1~ known to us from eight manuscripts, the earliest 
th onging to around A.O. 900, and a few papyrus scraps 
That belon~ to about the beginning of the Chr:stian era. 

42; same 1s true of the 'History of Herodotus (c_a. 480-
B.C.). However, no classical scholar would listen to 

I 

j 
an argument that the authenticity of Herodotus to . 
Thucydides is in doubt because the earliest manuscripts 
of their work which are of any use to us are more than 
1,300 years later than the originals. (1) 

By contrast there are two excellent manuscripts of the 
New Testament from the fourth century. Fragments of 
papyrus copies of books of the New Testament date from 
100 or 200 years earlier still. Perhaps the earliest piece of 
data we have is a fragment of a papyrus codex containing 
John 18:31 -33,37. ltisdatedaroundA.0.130. 

More evidence for the authenticity of the New Testa­
ment comes from other sources. These are the references 
and quotations of the New Testament books by both 
friends and enemies of Christianity. The Apostolic 
Fathers, writing mostly between A.O. 90 and 160, give 
indication of familiarity with most of the book of the 
New Testament. 

It seems apparent, from recent discoveries, that the 
Gnostic school of Valentinus was also familiar with most 
of the New Testament. (2) 

There are two other sources of data for establishing the 
authenticity of the New Testament books. The first 
source is the versions . Versions are those manuscripts 
which were translated from the Greek into other languages. 
Three groups of these are of the most significance: the 
Syriac versions, the Egyptian or Coptic versions, and the 
Latin versions. By careful study of the versions, important 
clues have been uncovered as to the original Greek manu­
scripts from which they were translated. 

Finally, there is the evidence of the lectionaries, the 
reading lessons used in public church services. By the 
mid.die of the twentieth century more than 1,800 of 

these reading lessons had been classified . There are lection 
aries of the Gospels, The Acts, and the Epistles. Though 
they did not appear before the sixth century, the text from 
which they quote may itself be early and of high quality. 

Though there have been many changes in the many 
:opyings of the New Testament writings, most of them are 
;ninor . The science of textual criticism, which is very ex­
act ing , has enabled us to be sure of the true text of the 
New Testament . 

This data is helpful and interesting, but in the final 
analysis it is a question of the witness of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of God's people. 

In days of uncertainty what a rock the scripture is on 
which to stand! "Heaven and earth shall pass away", says 
the Lord , "but My Word shall never pass away!" 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Bruce, F.F. THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS: 
ARE THEY RELIABLE? pp. 16, 17. 

(2) Ibid ., p 19. 

The above art icle was written by Paul E. Little , in a book 
KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE. Scr ipture Press Publ ications 
(1968) . 

HOW DO WE EXPLAIN A BOOK LIKE THE BIBLE? 

In general the Bible is a unique collection of 66 books 
written by some 40 d ifferent men over a span of around 
1,500 years. Its writers include farmers and fishermen, 
political leaders and statesmen, highly educated philoso­
phers and theologians, and even a med ica l doctor. These 
66 books are unique because together they make a whole 
single book that actually hangs together as a unity, even 
though parts of it were written in three different 
languages (Hebrew, Aramai(:, and Greek). 

Three Views: 

Three dominant ideas about the Bible are commonly 
held today . 

1. It is a record of man's search for God. 

In this view the Bible is just history . It's an interesting 
report by religious men of their human ideas about God . 
But this kind of Bible is no real help because the men who 
wrote it were struggling to learn just as we are . If the 
writers didn't know answers to life's problems, we can't 
learn answers by reading what they wrote. 

2. It is a record of man's·experience with God. 

ln this view the Bible is seen as a book written by men who 
did have a real 'experience' with God. They described and 
tried to explain what their experience meant to them. But 
again, while the experience of the Bible writers was real, 
the words and ideas are their own and not God's. In fact, 
the writers even took 'poetic I icence' with facts in order 
to communicate the greatness of their experience. Did 
God really part the Red Sea? Or was this just one writers 
way of saying that the people were really impressed that 
God is powerful? 

Those who believe that the Bible is simply a report 
of religious experience believe that God uses the Bible 
today to help others experience Him too. But as a book 
written by men who were struggling to communicate 
something no one can express in words the B ible doesn't 
really have answers. Not solid facts . Not truths you can 
know. 

3. It is an inspired record of God's revelation to man. 

This third view is drastically different from the other two. 
The Bible is a written record, not of man's search for or 
experience with God, but of truth that God has communi­
cated to us. If this is what the Bible is, then suddenly we 
have an exciting possibility . As a record of God's communi­
cation with people, the Bible contains truth we can be sure 
of, for God wouldn't lie. 

So we are faced with a truly vital question: Is this 
third view really true? Does the Bible tell things from God 
and about God that we can know and trust? 

Revelation? 

At this point it's best to look at the Bible itself to see 
what it says . Does it claim to record truths that God has 
revealed? 

Over 2,600 times in the Old Testament alone the 
writers claim to be speaking or writing not their own 
words but God's words! "The word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah .... " "Thus saith the Lord .... " "Hear 
the Word of the Lord .... " 

Certainly the writers of the Bible had no doubts about 
what they were reporting. They were recording what 
they firmly believed to be God's messages to man! 

Even the stories that tell of God's actions (I ike the 
plagues on Egypt) do more than descr ibe . They tell 
what the events mean and what God is teaching through 
them . The Bible speaks with confident assurance about 
what God plans, does , and wants for us. 

One New Testament passage makes it very plain : 
" God has communicated to us in words that which we 
could never discover for ourselves or even imagine! God 
has revealed His very thoughts through His Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 2 :9-13) . 

Revelati on! 

The Bible says that God has spoken to men in various 
t imes and in d ifferent ways (Hebrews 1: 1 ). And what he 
has said (revea led) has been written down in words so 
that we m ight know too! 

God does care about us. God does want us to know. 
So God has told us in a way we can grasp and understand . 
God has spoken to us in words . 

Th is is what we mean when we say the Bible is a record 
of God's ' revelation' to man . The very words of the 
Bible communicate truths to us that we can 'know' -
and know in no other way . As one of the Old Testament 
writers said with joy, "The secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God ; but those things which are revealed belong 
to us and our children forever, that we may do all the 
words of this law" (Deuteronomy 29:29) . 

How exciting! The things that you and I need to know 
to live a meaningful life belong to us! God has revealed 
them. You and I can know these truths and live by them. 
And when we learn to live by the truth God has given us, 
we discover how rich and meaningful God intends our 
lives to be! 

- Larry Richards 



The President, 
University of Canterbury Students' A ssoc iat io n, 
Univers ity of Canterbury, 
CHRI STCHURCH. 

Dear Si r , 

There was no need for an apology, wh 1ch I 
certainly did not seek, for the error In Canta 14 in vot ing 
figures for the Court of Convocation election to Council . 

But there is need for, and I now requ9st, an ap­
propr iate apology in your next issue for the reference 
to me In Canta 15, page 2, as "a much maligned old 
bugger" . 

Yours faithfully, 

D.W. Bain, 
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riethmuller depart. 
confirmed 

M~k-Mal~1te.J old 
"The normat policy in deportation cases is for the 
inmate to serve his full sentence, less statutory 
remission", Douglas wrote. "However, because it is 
recognised that deportation itself may in some 
instances prove to be a substantial additional penalty 
the cases of those serving one year or more are re­
ferred to the Prisons Parole Board which may re­
commend earlier release. In line with this policy 

Riethmuller was convicted last year of setting 
fire to the US Consulate in Christchurch. Since he 
was sentenced last September he has been contin· 
ually harassed by prison authorities because, he 
believes, of the political nature of his offence. 
Because of his resistance to this harassment he has 
not been a model prisoner - far from it. Pagliara 
was. The decision to deport Riethmuller is con· 
sistent with the Labour Government's paranoid fear 
of "foreign" lawbreakers. Riethmuller is hardly 
likely to bomb another Consulate on his release, 
and his deportation is hardly likely to discourage anY 
other "foreigners" who decide to become bombers. 
In his sentencing there was no mention of depor· 
tation. Riethmuller's uncompromising a~tit~de to 
his imprisonment probably weighed heavily '" 
Colman's decision. 
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The Immigration Department has confirmed that 
Neil Riethmuller is to be deported. The Minister of 
Immigration, Fraser Colman, has signed the order 
for Riethmuller to be sent back to Australia on his 
release. In a letter to CANT A, Labour Minister 
Roger Douglas (on behalf of Justice Minister 
Fin lay) said that RiethmuUer's c.ase will be con­
sidered by the Prisons Parole Board this September. 

Mr Riethmuller's case will be considered on the 
papers at the September meeting of the Board". 
From this, it would appear that Riethmuller is to 
be released early and deported immediately. 
Col man's secretary told CANT A that the Minister 
of Immigration merely signed the deportation 
Ofder - he did not set any date. The date of 
Riethmuller's rel ease was to be decided by the 
Justice Department and the Parole Board. 

The "Christchurch Star" of last Monday, how­
ever, quotes an " offi cial of the Immigration 
Department in Wellington" as say ing that t he_ 
order would not be served on hi m until his sen­
tence " was completed" - being presumably at 
the end of his four-year term. Last year the 
Labour Government deported an Italian , 
Leonardo Pagliara, after he had served a two­
year term for dope dealing. When Pagliara was 
sentenced the Judge declined a Crown appli­
cation for a deportation order and the decision 
to deport Pagl iara was essentially a politic al one 
- Pagliara was Christchurch's most flamboyant 

and well-known'llomosexual. 

Riethmuller has been in New Zealand for tour 
years now. In 1972 and 1973 he was a successful 
student at th is university, and is at present doing an y 
extra-mural course at Massey University . He has roan 
friends in New Zealand and regards it as home. 

With all the Labour Government's talk of "the rule 
of law" it's perhaps a little surprising that t hey're so 
anxious to make political decisions which add to, or 
vary, judicial decisions. But that's an old storv, 
really - it depends which way the law falls. 
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