






















·SCR 
DESPAIR 
DIRECTOR: Rainer Werner 
Fassbinder 
Academy 

Rainer Werner Fassbinder died of a 
drug over-aose in 1982. He had just 
completed his erotically-charged 
masterpiece Duerelle the culmination 
of a life's work of over 40 films in 
the space of two manic decades. 
His death, as his work, hints at the 
self-indulgence displayed in his life, 
but perhaps equally importantly it 
ref lee ts his capacity for sharing in 
love, laughter and games in the face 
of a terrifyingly sterile technological 
age. Every one of his films is about 
love of one kind or another (they 
even have titles such as I Only 
Want to Be Loved.~. 

This attitude of disillusioned 
roman;icism is something Fassbinder 
shares with other major directors 
such a~ Hitchcock (whose early fil111 
Sabotage ( 1936) is especially rele­
vant here). Godard and Woody Allen, 
wri ters such as Brecht. Au den, 
Ce line. and l\!a~okov and in fact 
most worthwhile poets and musi­
cians today. It's about time 
" academics ' started to take popular 
culture seriously after all, living in a 
world threatened at every moment 
by nuclear apocalypse which could 
be unleashed by a senile old 
American B Movie Actor in the 
Whitehouse! 

Which brings us to the question 
why Despair? released a decade ago 
in Europe, this movie gains it 's first 
New Zealand cinema release only 
this year and so represents 
something of a bonus for 
Christchurch audiences suffocated at 
present by the overwhelming dross 

of Hollywood product on show 
elsewhere in town. Do not be put 
off by the title or Fassbinder's 
reputation for pessimism because 
this film is really a very warm, 
humorous fantasy. 

The "story" centres around one 
Hermann, Russian owner of a 
chocolate factory in the Germany of 
the 1930s whose peculiar mental 
problems mirror those of the world 
around him. Both he and his country 
disintegrate into deluded 
schizophrenia, then kill in the name 
of love, a pathetic love of self in 
one case and on equally pathetic 
love of "Fatherland" and Fuehrer in 
the other. The questions constantly 
oosed are "just what should we 
love?" and "where is the real 
world?" Heavy stuff? Well, yes, 
but. ... the film is constructed with 
such a beautifully gentle, almost 
casual finesse that its intent is 
neither obvious nor cliche-ridden. 
Visually the film is stunning despite 
its focus on small -scale interiors. 
The shots have a kaleidoscopic ef · 
feet as the camera does a "dance 
of death" through buildings crammed 
with art-deco detail: mirrors, pain­
tings, books, furnishings and 
clothing. At one point there is even 
a film-within-the-film which parallels 
the main work. The layers of mean­
ing here are thought -provoking 
enough in themselves. However, the 
script, based on Nabokov's novel 
with dialogue by Tom Stoppard, is 
equally sharp (e.g. "I plan to commit 
a murder. .. I mean merger", in a 
business conversation; or the many 
references to Nazi politics: "The 
People's Party are against teh peo­
ple and the National Socialists 
against the nationalists and the 
socialists". Vaguely familiar 
historical figures wander in and out 

"So the Grape juice has come my 
way again has it?" This and other 
similar bizarre comments were heard 
to come from a dark, secluded lane 
in central Christchurch recently. The 
particular specimen had a good full 
body, a subtle bouquet, a warm hue 
and contianed no fluorocarbons, 
claimed to harm the ozone layer. 
The juice was the subject of the in­
tense scrutiny of the CANTA 
Restaurant Review Team, on assign­
ment at a large table in the Swiss 
Chalet Restaurant, Hereford Lane. 
(The editor would like to reveal to 
the world that at this point she 
was not boozing it up large with the 
CANTA , team, but was at a very 
dull exec meeting). 

In order to conduct the fairest 
possible review the orders were 
large all round. We tried both the 
soups - tomato and French onion 
("Isn't this supposed to be a Swiss 
restaurant?") and both were appetis­
ing - especially the tomato (not a 
hint of Maggi here!). 

• The appetizers were strictly 
1 routine - not really as a~~etising as 
the soups. One of ~s had a fairly 
bland shrimp cocktail - probably 
unavoidably so at this time of year. 
Nice sauce though. Enter the en­
trees: The Lasagna was tasty and 
plentiful, the Sole, unfortunately, 
was lacking in it. At about this 
stage in our meal we noticed the 
pleasant background music. This 

our photographer's word on this, ap· 
parently the Chateaubriand Maitre 
d'Hotel was "exquisite", and "Just 
fine". 

The Entrecote ($18) was a good 
filling main, and both the Schnitzel 
and the Cordon Bleu (about $13 
each) were great value. From the 
poultry selection we chose the 
Creamy Mushroom Chicken. While 
nothing exceptional, this was a good 
sized piece of chicken and the sauce 
was delicately flavoured. All the 
main were served with vegetables or 
fresh lettuce and potato salad. 

While engaged in profound discus­
sion before our desserts, a group of 
Fine Arts students finished thei r 
meal. We randomly surveyed them 
on their thoughts: they commented 
on the valuable student discount 
( 10 %) and the generous size of the 
portions. Now feeling rather less 
ravenous we had, nevertheless, 
ordered desserts. although the 
choice was limited (they had, by this 
time, run out of a couple of dishes) 
what we had was good. It seems 
that Chocolate Sundaes are an inter­
national standard and, as always 
just the thing for chocoholics to end 
their meal on. The Chocolate Gateau 
was rich and heavy and the Apple 
Strudel in good Swiss form. We 
didn 't have any of the traditional 

----------------.. was as unobtrusive as the friendly 

Swiss liqueur coffees (havin[ imbib--
ed considerably already) but theyw 
ere no doubt of the same high stan­
rlard as the rest of the meal. 

service. All our courses arrived and 
M~••--!! .. were cleared away at appropriate in­

We left at about 11.00 with the 
assurance from the proprietor that 
she enjoyed having students there, 
and was quite happy to have large 
groups who, if they booked for late 
enough in the evening, could bring 
their own music. 

tervals. 
a==-r:=---...r-~.....:...z. There was a really good selection 

of the frame and no one really 
understand who-is-who. The great 
English movie actor Dirk Bogarde 
gives a wonderfully controlled perfor­
mance, full of ironies, in the main 
role, delivering his lines with the 
casual aplomb of a man well past 
caring, while Andrea Ferreol parodies 
the silly "screen wife" type to good 
effect. Her oafish cousin Ardalian 
has to be seen to be believed .... 

So where is the real world? The 
film does not pretend to "tell a 
story" in the traditional sense of 
Hollywood consumerist propaganda, 
but instead places the point of view 
of the camera in prominence. It is 
suggested that the "real world" Her­
mann is looking for and which we 
are looking for through art, the 
media, education or indeed any form 
of communication lies somewhere 
beneath the surf ace of things and 
can only be found in the intimacy of 
personal relationships. Love cannot 
be found in the games society 
demands we play at, nor in the in­
dividual alone, but rather is greater 
than this world. 

The movie closes with Hermann, 
once a proud bourgeois husband, 
now a lonely murderer on the run, 
cornered by the police in a mountain 
village. His face is despair itself: 
"We are making a movie here. I am 
a film actor. I am coming out 
now ... " 

So see this movie and think about 
its relevance to New Zealand 
today ... or join the Canterbury Film 
Society ..... or read a good book ... 
but don't despair. 

Peter Commodeur 

of mains to choose from including -
Grills, Poultry, Fish, Meats and a 
Vegetarian dish. Among these were 
a good variety of authentic Swiss 
dishes. Although we only have Mike The CANTA team - except the Ed. 

CANT A announces 

the University Bookshop 

Short Story competition. 

PRIZES: 1st: $50 bock token 
2nd: $30 book token 
Two Highly Commended: 

·$10 book token. 

JUDGES: Mike Johnson (Writer 

in Resi9ence); Blair French and 

Jane McKinnon (CANTA's 

Literary Editors) 

LENGTH: 2000 to 2500 words. 

DATE CLOSED: 1st MAY 

The top four entries will be 
published in CANT A. Hand 

. stories into the CANT A office. 

David McFadden 
Canadian Novelist & 

"I would prefer not to divulg 
details of my lite at this poi 
because although Canadian Si 
a complete work of fiction, t 
sensitive reader it should pro 
mingly transparent and in his 
eyes I will already be far mor 
ed than I feel comfortable bei 
the presence of strangers." 

So reads part of the publici 
sheet for one of the first gue 
speakers in the English Depart 
series of lunchtime seminars f 
1987, award-winning Canadia 
writer, David McFadden. It is 
ment he means to be taken se 
ly, feeling both his writing an 
himself exposed by the publica 
and close reading of any of hi 
work. However he appeared n 
uncomfortable or exposed duri 
entertaining reading of excerpt. 
the recently published novel, C, 
dian Sunset (not as yet on our 
bookshelves), and of a few of 
Poems from his soon to be pub 
collection, Gypsy Guitar. Althou 
Preferring to refer to himself a 
not very well known Canadian 
Writer, McFadden has published 
somewhere around 14 collectior 
verse. some collections of storie 
~our major works of fict ion, and 
1~volved in edi ting as well as bo 
li terary and art criticism, and ha 
taught creat ive writing. He Is cL 
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David McFadden 
Canadian Novelist & Poet 

"I would prefer not to divulge any 
details of my life at this point, 
because although Canadian Sunset is 
a complete work of fiction, to a 
sensitive reader it should prove alar­
mingly transparent and in his or her 
eyes I will already be far more nak­
ed than I feel comfortable being in 
the presence of strangers." 

So reads part of the publicity 
sheet for one of the first guest 
speakers in the English Department's 
series of lunchtime seminars for 
1987, award-winning Canadian 
writer, David McFadden. It is a com­
ment he means to be taken serious­
ly, feeling both his writing and 
himself exposed by the publication 
and close reading of any of his 
work. However he appeared neither 
uncomfortable or exposed during his 
entertaining reading of excerpts from 
the recently published novel, Cana­
dian Sunset (not as yet on our 
bookshelves), and of a few of the 
poems from his soon to be published 
collection, Gypsy Guitar. Although 
preferring to refer to himself as a 
not very well known Canadian 
writer, McFadden has published 
somewhere around 14 collections of 
verse, some collections of stories, 
four major works of fiction, and is 
involved in editing as well as both 
literary and art criticism, and has 
taught creative writing. He is cur-

rently on a reading tour of New 
Zealand and Australia which is being 
sponsored by the Canadian Govern­
ment's cultural affairs division. He 
sees this as a chance of introducing 
his work to other countries, and to 
put it bluntly of maybe being able to 
sell some more books. 

Speaking to him after his reading 
McFadden seemed tired and claimed 
that he hadn't really enjoyed the 
reading (he would have been the on­
ly one!) For the first time he found 
himself not really liking what he 
was reading, the novel he describes 
as a "metaphysical romp", a book 
that people "cannot dislike". The ex­
tracts that he read certainly bore 
out these comments, in three short 
chapters we were taken from a 
Carlos Santana lookalike with an • 
endless stream of philosophical 
truths on th·e nature of love, to a 
Vancouver busdriver who "snaps" 
and drives his bus into the bay, thus 
becoming captain of his bus, and 
which he describes as "one of those 
things". 

Fun and humour are important 
elements in McFadden's writing, 
especially in his fiction as it has a 
larger and less seriously-minded (in 
critical terms) readership. He prefers 
to keep his more serious comments 
and observations for poetry. When I 
asked him about the distinction bet­
ween his fiction and his poetry, he 
described his fiction as being more 
poetic than his poetry. And he cer-

tainly gave the impression presently 
at least of deriving more pleasure 
from fiction. 

His poetry has been described as 
romantic in the tradition of Blake 
and Wordsworth, as linking 
metaphysical vision with a concern 
for the everyday person. This is a 
description he appears ready to ac­
cept, but vehemently denies that the 
concern for the everyday person 
which often manifests itself in his 
poetry, stems from his working-class 
background in Hamilton; Ontario, a 
large industrial city. This background 
and environment have helped shape 
him as a human being, he states, 
but have not been a major influence 
on his writing. 

Turning to the area of Canadian 
literature in general, McFadden 
describes it as being at a stage of 
maturity, but without having any 
strongly recognisable patterns. He 
feels that Canadians do take their 
own literature very seriously, but 
continue to read American books 

which dominate most bookshops. 
He describes Canadians as often be­
ing too interested in the United 
States, as opposed to New 
Zealanders who are in his view, in­
terested primarily in New Zealand! 
Canadian literature is apparently 
heavily state sponsored, unlike New 
Zealand, as evidenced by the funding 
of this trip. He says he can trace 
almost all his earnings back to the 
government as their original source 

MORAL PANICS AND VIC­
TORIAN VALUES 

- Women and the Family in 

Thatcher's Britain 
Kate Marshall 
Junius 1985 

America has Jerry Falwell et al, 
we have the Coalition of Concerned 
Citizens, Canada 's got Renaissance 
International. .. and Britain has it's 
own religious right. Marshall's book 
offers an insight into the way that 
the various British grouplets opera te 
and an interesting opportunity to 
compare them to ours. 

Firstly, the Brit Religious Right is 
even less successful than ours. Thei, 
anti-abortionists have failed 
miserably to repeal or restrict the 
provisions made in the 1967 Abor­
tion Act; the "Powell Bill", which 
attempted to attack abortion and 
IVF through legislating embryonic 
"rights" failed, as did Victoria 
Gillick's crusade to prevent women 
under 16 access to the pill - the 
Catholic bishops libertarian Conser­
vatives, and even Gillick ,.s own 
eldest daughter, have all disowned 
her. 

The only areas the Brit religious 
right has succeeded in are censor­
ship and a vitriolic anti-gay cam­
paign which has been provoked by 
AIDS. Thanks to Conservative 
moralism, AIDS prevention services 
have been miserably underfunded, 
and an ho rrifi c increase in 
homophob ic violence has taken 
place. 

Marshall 's expl anatrnn of the per: 
missi ve societ y and right-wing 
backlash as sexual relations best 
suited to particular phases of 
capitalism is one I would endorse; 
attacks on reproductive rights and 
non -procreative sex, · straight or gay, 
can be explained as an attempt to 
drive women back into the home 
(but could some sectors of 
capitalism prefer individual mobile 
labour units, instead of the wage 
costs of maintaining the f amily7 
Look at the mushroom growth of 
the gay male commercial scene, for 
example). 

I'm not sure that I'd agree with 
Marshall on her support for the new 

in fundings to publishers, journals, 
institutions etc. McFadden aims to 
be able to live solely off his 
royalties. At the moment he 
describes himself as having a small 
but solid readership. 

Of his observa tions on New 
Zealand and Australia he sees both 
great similarities and great dif -
ferences to Canada, and has been 
excited by some of the writing oc­
curring in this part of the world. On 
his return, he'd like to do some solid 
reading of New Zealand and 
Australian writers over the next cou­
ple of years. He has been especially 
impressed by Patricia Grace and 
Albert Wendt. While over the 
Tasman he praises Petei Carey 's 
Bliss and believes that /llywacker 
will be even better. He was very en­
thusiastic about the poetry of John 

RVI · 

reproductive technologies - IVF, cer­
tainly, but these are issues that 
feminists and anti-sexist men are 
divided on. 

When she talks about a radical 
retreat, I cannot agree with her. In­
dicator polls have shown increased 
support for feminist politics and ob­
jectives. Even the Conservative Party 
has members who oppose That­
cherism, and group such as Tories 
For a Free Choice and the Conser­
vative Homosexual Group oppose the 
religious right inside the Tories. Her 
attack on Greeham Common and the 
reproductive rights movement implies 
an appalling ignorance of black 
feminism in Britain, overlooking the 
colonialist domination of the Pacific 
and Indian Ocean which feeds the 
arms race, as well as contraceptive 
and sterilisation abuse and resultant 
infertility as important reproductive 
issues for black women. (Mind you, 
it certainly could be applied to the 
New Statesman, whose politics are 
starting to turn purple in its vacilla­
tion over anti-racist, pro -choice and 
gay rights policies). 

What is there to retreat from? The 
Conservative Party is too diverse to 
allow a single faction to achieve ab­
solute control - even Thatcherism is 
resisted within certain Conservative 
internal structures. Britain is a post­
Christian society too; religious obser­
vance and affiliation is rapidly 
diminishing, and other moral and 
ethical systems affect people's con­
cepts about values and morality. 

Moral panics? It seems that it's 
the Brit left that's pan ickin g. Mar­
shall mistakes sporadic populist out ­
bursts for a sustained offensive 
against the feminist movemen t. 
Apart from gay rights, her assess­
ment of the strength of the right 
and weakness of the left is too 
pessimistic. Britain (or Aotearoa, for 
that matter) is not the United 
States. The Brit religious right is an 
ephemeral phenomenon with a 
dwindling base. Marshall's perspec­
tive that British religions rightists 
are a serious threat is based on an 
observation of the American situa ­
ti on. which cannot be applied 
elsewhere. 

Craig Young 

Goldsbury. He has not, however, 
been excited by any New Zealand 
poetry, although he feels that based 
on his reputation he should try 
reading James K. Baxter closely. 

It was during a discussion about 
Baxter that McFadden passed on a 
comment he himself had been given; 
that to get the most out of an 
author the reader should read his or 
her work which they wrote at the 
age at which the reader is at. An in 
teresting tip, and an observation of 
the type McFadden is full of. If New 
Zealand and Australia have left an 
impression on this entertaining 
visiting author, he must certainly 
have reciprocated and left some im­
pression on anyone who has listened 
to him speak and has ber.n given a tit 
short introduction to the "metaphysical 
romp", David McFadden style. 

Blair French 



Obscure 

Dear Editor 
I thought the days of archaic stereotypes 

were over. Or is it that scapegoats are back 
in fashion? I am a "born-again", "fundamen­
talist" Christian - is there something wrong 
with that?? 

Ian T rippner 

From a Contributer 

Dear Editor 
Having had my erroneous zones exited to 

physically dangerous proportions with the pro­
posal of a Politically Unsound Club in the 
Orientation Handbook, I was shocked to find 
on club day, there wasn't one! 

As a result the perfidious lump of scum who 
circulated such foul lies - Allan "dog-food" 
Matson is now officially the proverbial dead 
meat. 

I have formed a new DYNAMIC club called 
the NUKE CLUB. We are against anything. We 
are against everything. We are long on action 
and short on good causes and wimpy protest· 
marches. 

The first social event for 1987 will be to 
visit the ruins of the Student Association 
Building (first target). On popular demand a 
similar bombing will be held at the Arts tower. 

You are the target if you are one of the 
following: 

1. Arty-crafty 
2. Beardy-Weirdy 
3. Trendy-Lefty (or any combination 

thereof) 
4. A pas_t or present exec. member (ac­

countability and accessibility my arse!) 
5. A regular contributor to CANTA (a good 

PS is a dead PS) 
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MON - FRI 11am - approx 8pm 
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Phone 64-001 

6. A member of NORML or similar ig- \ 
norant, paranoid, pressure groups. 

7. A whale 
8. A mixed up anachist (I am not one) 
9. Any one remotely politically sound 

1 0. Anyone who wears Docs I Winklepickers 
/ Skellerup Allstars 

11. Allan Matson (RIP) 
If you are not any of the above, don't feel 

left out - something can be arranged. 

Woodpecker 

A Rabid Animal 

Dear Editor 
Re: "Disappointedly Richard''. who writes 

highly offensive letters. Christianity is ridiculed 
for several reasons: a) it's such a joke, b) the 

• "pests who stand in the amphitheatre to be 
abused" (Quote from the "Teddy bears guide 
to life") are abusive enough to evoke 
responses from people with sufficient in­
telligence to see them "Shoot themselves in 
the foot" (Quote from the "Hecklers guide to 
Ray Comfort"), with their own arguments. 

When a "Born Again Christian" (b.a.c.) 
stands up and tells me I am demon-possessed 
and that I'm going to hell, I get just a little 
annoyed. I mean who the hell are they to 
decide who is and who isn't going to hell. I 
find some Christians rabidly anti-people and I 
think that's obscene. By the way, I sign my 
name Anamal because more people know me 
as animal than know me as Steve, not cos I'm 
trying to hide. 

Yours (with mild annoyance) 

ANAMAL 

P.S. What did happen to the Rabid Nutter in 
the amphitheatre who vowed to return every­
day until everyone on campus was saved? 

• Grant's Performance reviewed 

Dear Editor 
At the risk of repeating statement that were 

flung back and forth before I entered this 
university, I must respond to the arguments 
put forth by those opposed to the second mo­
tion discussed at the April 2 SRC, namely, 
that the SRC recommend to the executive that 
smoking be banned in the James Hight Cafe. 
The short-sighted contentions weren't inane 
enough to make me get up in front of all 
those people yesterday and answer them, but 
they have spurred me on to writing this letter. 
Those arguments were: 
1. Banning smoking in J.H.C. would impose a 
hardship on those people who might wish to 
take a break from their studies in the library 
and have a smoke and a coffee. These peop!e 
would either have to go ALL THE WAY over to 
the Union Building (Upper Caf) or they WiJUld 
have to stand outside IN THE COLO and 
blacken their lungs. 
2. This sort of motion was obviously 
senseless minority-bashing of the most vulgar 
kind (Grant Mangini. 

My response to these startlingly astute 
statements is: 
1. When people make the decision not to 
smoke, it's because they don't wish to harm 
themselves in such a senseless and avoidable 
way - they don't wish to pollute their own 
lungs. If they seriously want (or need) to keep 
their lungs smoke-free, they are at present 
forced to go ALL THE WAY over to the Union 
Building or stand outside IN THE COLD on 
their study breaks from the library. If one or 
the other group has to bear thesr TERRIBLE 
HARDSHIPS, why not the group that has 
declared their total lack of respect for their 
own bodies and lives? 
2. If banning smoking in J.H.C. is minority­
bashing, then allowing it is majority-bashing 

/ 
(i.e. revoking the rights of the majority in 
order to grant privileges to the minority. Does 
this sound familiar, South Africa?) which I 
think anyone would agree is worse. This is a 
democracy after all. 

M. J. Perpick 

Dear Charlotte: 
I cannot believe how utterly arrogant and ir­

responsible the person is who leaked the news 
-of sexual harassment proceedings to the Press. 
Might I just point out one or two of the con­
sequences to this/these fuckwits. 
1. The women involved will now have to suf -

fer exposure to the general public eyes as 
well as going through the not exactly 
hilarious fun of a committee inquiry. 

This is my prime concern - • their quality 
of life for who-knows how long has just 
been taken beyond the high stress level to 
what, for me, would be unbearable. 
However, this is only the first conse­
quence. 

2.. . result: total loss of control and 
power for the women involved. They no . 
longer have the choice to go public. 

That's arrogance No. 2. Doing anything 
without first consulting the people who are 
directly involved, who have the most to lose 
and are the prime targets to be hurt is 
repulsively arrogant and to my mind, an ab­
solutely unforgiveable crime. 

This doesn't take into account the third con­
sequence: that is that prej4dice which 

could be done to their chances of a satisfac­
tory result. Words cannot express the disgust 
and fury I felt at this action. 

Fenn Gordon 

Dear Editor 
In reply to Richard's letter about Chris 

Whelan's "Bible Libel", can I say how offend­
ed and highly disappointed I, and many others 
are at the ill-thought out letters which canta 
periodically receives. 

We live in a total world which nobody can 
deny is basically pretty fucked - right? Yes? 
Good! Our world - the world of New Zealand 
has been enormously influenced by a great 
number of different factors, both positive and 
negative, of which Christianity is one. 

There are many parts of Christian thought 
which can no longer be accepted as suitable 
to today's world. The ridiculous jargon and 
mythology which Chris Whelan lampoons is 
such a part as is the Christian based anti-gay 
hysteria. These problems arising from the 
Christian religion do not toally destroy Chris­
tian thoughts credibility, but they certainly 
don't enhance it. 

As I see it, it is far more acceptable for us 
(as a heavily Christian influenced society) to 
criticise Christianity because it is ingrained in 

HE DEADLINE FOR LETTERS IS 
THURSDAY MORNING. THEY SHOULD 
BE NEATLY HANDWRITTEN OR TYPED, ~ 
DOUBLE SPACED, ONE SIDE OF THE 
PAPER ONLY. PSEUDONYMS WILL NOT 
BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT A NAME AND 
ADDRESS WHICH IS NOT FOR PUBLICA­
TION. (Unless you're the V.P.l 

our beliefs to the extent that: " ... the Koran, 
Hindu scriptures, Buddhist scriptures and 
Jewish practices ... " do not come within a 
trillion miles of. It is up to the Christian world 
to criticise Christianity , it is up to the Islamic 
world to criticise Islam ... etc. 

Martin 

DOUBLE STANDARDS 

Dear Editor 
Double Standard Hater seems to have trou­

ble coming to terms with his sexuality. Why 
else would he call the penis a 'whizzer'. Or 
perhaps 'whizzer' actually indicates the amount 
of time and attention he is prepared to devote 
to his lover's needs. 

No doubt his vocabulary also contain such 
classic Real Kiwi Joker words as 'growler' and 
'beaver' which he uses in illustrating the depth 
of his knowledge to the 'boys' (before sculling 
his sixth jug, of· course). 

Yours 

Larry Green 

N.O.R.M.L. Just wishy washy 
liberals? 

Dear Craig, 
In reference to your letter printed in last 

week's CANTA, N.O.R.M.L. thanks you for 
your welcome. 

However, we do not see ourselves as a 
subversive club, nor is this our aim. We do not 
intend to attack the "established order", but 
rather to appeal to its sense of logic and 
justice. 

Marijuana and its effects fall within the 
socially acceptable standards set by the legal 
use of alcohol and tobacco. Indeed, in certain 
aspects the effects are less harmful. 

The prohibition laws destroy thousands of 
lives each year by creating criminals who 
should not exist. (Approximately 18,000 busts 
last year, 95% for personal usage). 

Results of the 1984 Haylen Poll showed· 
that 588,000 New Zealanders have tried or 
used marijuana. Decriminalisation would not in­
troduce a new drug. By enforcing prohibitionist 
laws the "established order" has labelled 
588,000 New Zealanders as criminals. 

Let me bring the point home. If I, or anyone 
here gets busted for the innocent act of using 
marijuana, we might as well put our heads in 
our hands between our legs and kiss our arses 
and careers good-bye. 

And you call us subversive! 
For those of you who want to learn what 

N.O.R.M.L. is REALLY about come along to our 
next meeting, 5th April, Upper Common Room, 
6 p.m. 

Yours etc, 
Wayne Cribb 
Co-ordinator NORML 

Replies in Brief 
Craig: Your ration is one letter a week. 
UFM: Pay for the ad or we'll print the photos. 
Grant: Your assignations with Victoria to play 
Mah Jong can be arranged through a more 
suitable medium than the letters page. 
AB Harrold: Find a [eal pseudonym 
NB to the best of my knowledge, there were 
no Romans involved with the Crusades. 
Stairwell von Solipsist: 

You can write an anonymous letter provided 
you send a contact name and number not tor 
publication. That's for legal purposes in case we 
get sued as we would have been if we had 
printed your latest effort. CANTA revealed to 
the world that Sue Spivey is taking the Universi­
ty to court in issue one so we're not trying to 
cover it up. We can't discuss it and you can't 
because the matter is sub judice. The first half 
of your letter is factually incorrect anyway. 
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ly flexible and up to you. 

TAKEN 

One ten speed, blue, serial No. Z 
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The Young Nationals are please 
to hear George Gair who will 
Shelley Common Room today (M 
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There will be time for questi 
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All are welcome to attend. 
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T~e University of Canterbury Y 01 
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p.m. in the Reading Room. 

~II interested in joining the ym 
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TRAMPING CLUB 

Bulk gear buy at McEwings. 20% o 
to all students - See tramping Clut 
for necessary details. 
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CANTA STILL NEEDS HELP 

We need more people to help with delivering the 
paper on Monday mornings. Come to the office 
or phone me at 487-069 ext 67. 

We also need people to come and type up 
handwritten copy eve-ry week - hours complete­
ly flexible and up to you. 

TAKEN 

One ten speed, blue, serial No. ZD3144 7. Please 
return to where you got it, as it is my only 
means of transport. 

AIDS CONCERT 

There is to be an AIDS Benefit Concert at the 
Venue (Youth centre, Worcester St) 7 - 12 p.m. 
April 11. It will feature six bands, all of whom 
are playing for free. The bands are ·The Jean 
Paul Sartre Experience, Max Block, The T er- . 
minals, Sacred Sisters, Indians and Ziggy Star­
dust. The doorcharge will be {6 and all profits 
are to·go to the Aids Support Network for AIDS 
prevention. 
Organiser: Grant McDonagh. For the Aids Sup­
port Network. Phone: 498-161. Address - The 
Brae, Trices Rd, RD4, Chch. 

ELECTION 87 

The Young Nationals are pleased to invite you 
to hear George Gair who will speak in the 
Shelley- Common Room today (Monday April 6) 
at 1 p.m. 

There will be time for questions after his 
speech. 

All are welcome to attend. 

YOUNG NATS AGM 

The University of Canterbury Young Nationals 
will hold their AGM today Monday 6th April at 7 
p.m. in the Reading Room. 

All interested in joining the young Nationals 
this year are invited to attend. 

TRAMPING CLUB 

Bulk gear buy at McEwings. 20% discount open 
to all students - See tramping Club noticeboard 
for necessary details. 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

University Environment Group and Tramping Club 
will be holding a slide evening on the Antarctica 
to be given by Paul Broady. This will be extreme­
ly informative and highly recommended for those 
who are conservation conscious. All Welcome. 

CANTERBURY FILM SOCIETY 

Gueen Kelly USA 19 31. Director Eric von 
Stroheim. One of the great unfinished films of all 
times. With Gloria Swanson, who said of van 
Stroheim "Our director is a madman!" Tuesday 
7.30 p.m. Sociology Theatre 

ACHTUNG!! 

German Club Meeting: Day Wednesday 8th April, 
1 p.rn. Room 401 (German Department), free tea 
and coffee available, bring your lunch. 

Plus plus: Special prize presentation. 

HARDSHIP GRANTS - LATE AP­
PLICATIONS 

Applications for Hardship Grant or Special Hard­
ship Grant assistance should have been lodged 
with me by 31 March. late Applications, 
however, may still be made by students who 
now qualify because of changed circumstances 
or who may have had good cause for lateness. 

Any late enquiries should be made to me in the 
Fees and Bursaries Section, Level Two of the 
Registry. 
A. S. Lewis 
Interviewing Officer. 

CHRISTIAN UNION 

The open meeting this week features Bob Hall 
sociology lecturer, speaking on This Week's 
Special: Cheap Grace . Everyone is most 
welcome. Meet for tea in the caf at 5 p.m. Fri­
day 10 April then at 6 p.m. Upper Common 
Room. Bring your friends. Bob is well worth 
hearing. 

TRAMPING CLUB 

Wed 8th: A talk on Antarctica will be given by 
Paul Broady, in conjunction with campus en­
vironment groups. 7.30 p.m. U.C.R. 
Tues 14th: Easter organisation 16 - 21st 
April, North West Nelson. 7.30 p.m. Shelley 
Common Room, note meeting will be on Tues­
day: 

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY 
WINE CLUB 

Introductory wine tasting evening. N.Z. vs The 
rest of the world, 10th April, 8 p.m. Upper Com­
mon Room. Guest speaker French and German 
wines. Non members welcome. Non members 
$10.00; members $ 7 .00 

PHOTOSOC PHOTOGRAPHY TUI­
TION 

Come along this Thursday and learn about slide 
photography. Learn about films, composition and 
colour techniques. Bring along a couple of your 
own slides. To be held at Room 45 (next to 
BNZ). 7 .30 p.m. this Thursday. Come along, 
learn and have fun too. 

JAZZ CLUB 

First Night 1987, Sunday April 12, Stu 
Buchanan & Friends Door opens 7.30 p.m. Up­
per Common Room, Bar Open. 

CANTA WELCOMES CLUB NOTICES FOR" 
THIS PAGE. HAND THEM TO THE OFFICE 
TYPED, DOUBLE SPACED, AND ON ONE 
SIDE OF THE PAPERDNLY - BY TUESDAY. 

OFFICIAL UCSA NOTICE 

SRC 
There will not be a Students Representative Council (SRC) on Wednesday 8th of April. 

Sam Fisher 
Vice President 

- - -- -------.---====== - -- - . ----- - -

CULTURAL CLUB COUNCIL 

The first cultural club council for this year will be held on Monday 13 April, 7.05 p.m., Shelley 
Common Room. 

Any items for the agenda and your appointed club delegate name to me by Friday 10 April. 

Mark P. Kunnen 
Cultural Affairs Officer 

-- --- - - - - -:....== -======== -=--===-=== -_ -- --·- ---------------·-·---

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The New Zeland Universities Sports Union calls for applications for the position of Executive 
Oir,ector. 

The NZUSU is administered by a voluntary six-person Executive Committee who are elected an­
nually. They employ an Executive Director to handle the day to day administration of the organisa­
tion. The Executive Director must be self-motivated with well established work habits and be 
prepared to work unsupervised. 

The key areas of responsibility of the Executive Director can be segmented into four groups. 
The firs t can be described as "Organisational/Promotional/Liaison", the second as "Plann­

ing /Developmental", the third "Administration of the New Zealand Universities' Sports Trust" and 
finally, "Administrative/Secretarial/Financial". 

NZUSU would welcome enquiries from any interested applicants. A full job description is 
available from: 
The General Secretary 
N.Z.U.S.U. 
P.O. Box 27-200 
Wellington 
Telephone: (04) 851-515 

XIMENES SOCIETY 

Meeting, Wednesday 1st April 7 .00 p.m. in 
Room 45 (next BNZ). Bring Trivial Pursuit set if 
you have one. 

TAEKWONDO TAEKWONDO 

A Korean martial art for health, self-discipline 
and self-defense. Beginners class now on Thurs­
day 6.30 p.m. - 8.00 p.m. in Ballroom, Student 
Union Building. All welcome. 

WWW WWW W 
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MAH JONG CLUB 

From now on we'll be meeting to play (English 
and/or Chinese rules) Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 12 - 3 p.m. in the Upper Common Room. 

Everybody's welcome. If you can't play, but 
want to learn, we'll teach you. 

Any queries please phone Wendy 480--594 or 
Robert 525-270. 

RECREATION CENTRE ACTIVITIES 

FITNESS CLASSES: Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon. Monday and Wednesday 5 p.m. 
EASY AEROBICS: (fee payable) Tuesday and 
Thursday at noon. 

KUNG FU KUNG FU AEROBICS: (fee payable) Tuesday and Thursday 
at 5 p.m. 

Discover yourself through the Chinese art of WEIGHT TRAINING: Introductory Sessions (dur­
Shaolin Kung Fu. Come to beginners class every • ing March): Monday and Thursday 5 - 6 p.m.; 
Monday 7 .30 - 9.00 p.m. in Ballroom, Student Tuesday 12 - 1 p.m. Anyone requiring SPECIAL 
Union Building. PROGRAMMES or assisti)nce should contact 

Bob Bishop ext 8943. 

ENROLMENTS ARE BEING TAKEN FOR: 
ATTENTION: POST GRADS 

LEAGUE SPORT. Enrolments will be taken 

On the 15th April at 7 .30 p.m. in the Intern a- throughout the year for squash. 
tional Room an AGM for the new Post Grad Club FITNESS ASSESSMENT: Bookings are 

will be held. This is an ideal opportunity to get 
away from your desk and meet people with 
similar ambitions from other faculties. All Post 

necessary. Check at Reception Desk at Rec. 
Centre for times. 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

Grads welcome. 7.30. p.m. April 15, lnterna- Enrolments are being taken and a small fee 
charged for: learn squash. tional Room. 
ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE RECREATION CENTRE 
OR PHONE EXT 8899. 
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8 till late - $5 at door 
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BOB GELDOF'S 
BEST SELLING STORY 
NOW IN PAPERBA·CK 

From his schooldays in 
Dublin to the triumph of 
Live Aid - Bob Ge/dot 
tells his own story in a 
style that's as raw and 
outspoken as it is 
inspiring. 

BOB GELDOF'S 

/s 1h1tllt? 
E TRAORDINARY AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

0 

I OPEN UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

I 

-
Screen Printed Designer , 

and Retro Clothing 

for men and women 

, Classic 19S0's/60's 

collectables .... 

• open Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 12pm-6pm 

' c::J 

Smiths Bookshop 
133 Manchester St 
We buy and Sell a wide range of general 
books; University texts, good literature, . 

ictfon, technical & NZ books. 

3 Floors 
NEVER GIVE UP HOPE .... 

the book you want i~ probably 
at SMITHS Ph: 797-976 • 

HAIR SALON 112 CREYKE ROAD 
PHONE Sl7·90S 

STUDENT DISCOUNT 10% 

Hours= 8·30to 5·00 Mon~Friday. Late Night~Thursday 


