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RHODESIA TODAY 
- Trevor Richards -

pression that the whole world is faced by devasta­
ting crises, but all is well in little old Rhodesia. In his New Year's message, Ian Smith told 

(white) people of Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) that 
• country "presented an inviting picture com-r . ,, 
d 10 Western countnes. 

This was not just an exercise in flag waving. 
(her was it merely an attempt to boost the 

ing morale of the rebel ~olony's 250,000 
·te settlers. Both of these 1t undoubtedly was, 
t tlie remarks also represented the opening shots 
the regime's campaign aimed at persuading a 

ion white settlers to emigrate to Rhodesia in 
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The future for Ian Smith and his regime is 
and furthermore, Smith knows it. In the 

ierm there is no doubt in anyone's mind that 
ve spoken to that the rebel clique will be ousted 
the country freed. It is all just a question of 

e. All the available information indicates that 
e is not too much time left for the Smith re-
e. The pressure against the regime is increasing 
hat for Smith must be considered an alarming 
and on a number of fronts, as well. 

Over the past year there have been a number 
factors which have put pressure on Smith. None 
these factors give the slightest suggestion of 
ppearing in the new year. Amongst these factors 
t be included the political and military opera-
sol the Zimbabwe liberation movements, the 
ts of the oil boycott and the Zambian border 
re and the increasingly toughening attitude of 

e of Rhodesia's neighbours, especially Botswana. 
The increasing effectiveness of the military 

rations of the liberation movements must be of 
ount concern to Smith. 197 3 saw a dramatic 

ease in military activity in the country, espec-
in the North East of the country, where 
LIMO assistance to ZANU has resulted in the 

er penetrating deep into Rhodesia. (FRELIMO 
taken ZANU freedom fighters into Mozambique 
it 1s across the Mozambique border that 
U's most effective military incursions have 

n launched). 
In the North and North West of the country, 
forces have been active. It is difficult to es-

1te how much of the country has been liberated, 
it is certainly accurate to state that the military 
rations of the freedom fighters have turned the 
eofthe North into an armed camp. (This has 
uced serious problems for Smith, and these 
be discussed later.) 
Perhaps the most important single factor in 

military campaign has been the working agree­
t between FRELIMO and ZANU. There are 
y observers who argue that overall, the activi-
of FRELIMO in Tele, and in the rest of Mozam­
ueare the present military key to the future of 
them Africa. Rhodesia recognises this, and al-
gh her own forces are extended inside her own 
ndaries, Rhodesian troops are currently opera-
in Tele province in an effort to block 

port for FRELIMO. South Africa and Rhodesia 
recognise that Mozambique is the key to their 
continued existence. Were Tele to fall to 

FRELIMO the Rhodesian situation would be criti­
cal for the borders across which guerillas could in­
filtrate would not only have been greatly extended, 
but such a frontier would be much more difficult 
to control than the present Zambezi line. 

FRELIMO launched their first attack on 
new year's eve on the railway which links the port 
of Beira with Salisbury. This is a serious setback 
for Smith, as the railway is an important sanctions 
busting route for him. If pressure on the line can 
be sustained, Rhodesia may find her international 
trade seriously disrupted .. 

Under this kind of pressure, Rhodesia's 
army is beginning to wilt. Recent reports coming 
out of Rhodesia have commented upon the serious 
lack of discipline within the army. Black troops 
have openly rebelled and refused to fight, and 
white troops do not have their heart in the 
fighting. The regular army is grossly overcommitted, 
and if it is to be increased will learn to depend 
upon mercenaries and territorials. Every able-bodied 
man between 18-65 is involved in some way in 
the territorial anny. 

Smith's efforts to build up morale in the 
army and in the community have failed dismally. 
At first he would state that only black soldiers 
were being killed in skirmishes with the guerillas. 
When this produced a backlash amongst black 
troops, Smith changed his tune and said that 
whites were being killed. This produced a corres­
ponding backlash in the white community. 

Without the support of the South African 
military machine (which at the present time has at 
a conservative estimate 10,000 troops in the 
colony) Ian Smith would find the military situation 
beyond his capacity to deal with. 

Rhodesia needs support from South Africa, 
and she needs support from Portugal, but in his 
own blundering kind of way, Smith has managed 
to antagonise both countries. The closure of the 
border with Zambia was a major diplomatic faux 
pas. The ramifications have been serious, and the 
end is not yet in sight. Other than being humiliated 
and suffering in a loss of prestige when Zambia re­
fused to re-open the border (after Smith agreed it 
should be re-opened), the southern states have lost a 
great deal economically. Since the border closure 
no Zambian goods have travelled south through 
Rhodesia and South Africa, and no goods have 
travelled northwards. The Southern states have 
thus lost revenue which they derived from freigh­
ting Zambian copper southwards, and at the same 
time have lost export markets in the north. Vorster 
is known to have been furious with Smith over his 
handling of the border closure. 

The oil embargo on Rhodesia has begun to 
have an effect. Several people I have spoke with 
who have been in Rhodesia recently have said there 
is substantial evidence throughout the country 
which shows the effectiveness of the sanctions -
farm machinery lying idle because of lack of fuel, 
petrol rationing. FRELIMO's activities in Mozam­
bique must also be worrying the rebel regime in 

this respect, for one of the sources of oil for the 
colony is through the Port of Beira. 

Finally, the increasingly toughening attitude 
of Botswana to the illegal regime can be no source 
of comfort to Smith. - Only last month it was 
the South Africans who singled out Botswana (to­
gether with Lesotho and New Zealand) as the 
three governments from which the Republic had 
faced the strongest (and one suspects, most unex­
pected) opposition. 

Faced by this situation, Smith has responded 
in a number of ways - some predictable, some 
bizarre, but all in the long term of little consequence. 

In September, reflecting Salisbury's increas­
ing alarm at the worsening security situation, new 
law's were tabled. Their effect is to enforce the 
death penalty for harbouring freedom fighters, for 
failing to report their presence, for undergoing 
guerilla training or for recruiting people for 
guerilla training. The bill also increases the present 
penalties for terrorism or acts of sabotage from life 
imprisonment to death. 

At another level, Smith has engaged in a 
round of talks with the ANC of Rhodesia - mainly 
with Bishop Abel Muzorewa. Herbert Chitepo, 
Chairman of ZANU, has labeled the talks "shadow 
boxing". Says Chitepo: "Smith is only talking to 
Muzorewa now because of ZANU's activities over 
the past year. Smith is trying to pretend to the 
international community that he is not unreason­
able, that he is prepared to sit down and talk with 
Africans. But he knows full-well that the person he 
is speaking to is not relevant to the current 
situation". 

Smith is making valiant efforts to restore 
the morale of the country. He does this in a num­
ber of ways, most of them relying on either distor­
tion or open lies. For example, he constantly exag­
gerates the number of freedom fighters that are 
killed, whilst at the same time down-playing the 
losses in his own army.The Government will declare 
a certain area banned. No one knows that it has 
been banned, no signs are put up, the regime just 
decides that it is to be a banned area, (always be­
cause of guerilla activity). Any African who strays 
inside this banned area is shot, and Smith proudly 
claims to have killed a freedom fighter, when in 
effect what he has done is to have killed an inno­
cent African whose only crime was not knowing 
that the Government had banned an area. 

Another trick used by Smith to distort fig­
ures is just as macabre as the one above - when 
villagers are killed by the Rhodesian army in repri­
sal raids (because they have been harbouring free­
dom fighters) all the villagers killed are added to 
the list of freedom fighters killed. 

In an effort to prevent contact between the 
freedom fighters and the villagers, Smith is now 
herding all the villagers in the North Eastern dis­
tricts together and putting them in a compound 

, surrounded by barbed wire fences "for their own 
protection". 

Listening to the news bulletins of the Rho­
desian Broadcasting Corporation one gets the im-

The evidence however would tend to indic­
ate that the regime's efforts in morale boosting 
have not been very successful. Certainly this is the 
case if immigration figures are any sort of a guide. 
Immigration figures have been providing increas­
ingly disturbing reading for the Smith regime. In 
November 1973 there was a net gain of only 74 
white immigrants compared with 600 in November 
1972. September was the worst month last year 
from Smith's point of view when 110 more 
whites left than arrived. 

At the same time, ZAPU has reported that 
no African woman in Rhodesia can be permanently 
employed unless she agrees to use contraceptives. 
The measure is obviously designed to curb African 
population growth in the country. Although the 
Government has officially denied that such a 
policy exists, it has been known for some time that 
the regime has been looking into ways of curbing 
African population growth. At the annual congress 
of the Rhodesia Front, the party's chairman Des 
Frost, stated "Trying to handle this problem (Af­
rican population growth) with kid gloves is having 
a negative effect. We need a ministry dealing solely 
with this problem, a ministry with teeth that can 
dish out benefits to those who conform and penal­
ties for those who fail to see the problems they that 
create for future generations." 

Looking at the future, it is difficult to ·see 
any of Smith's solutions being effective in the long 
term. The situation can only get worse for the 
rebel regime. 

Pivotal in Rhodesia's future is the attitude 
which successive South African governments will 
adopt. It is no secret that the present government 
is displeased with Smith over the border closure. 
Casualty figures amongst South Africa's divisions in 
Rhodesia are not known, except that to state that 
South Africans are being killed and injured. No 
Government likes to see "its boys" being killed on 
foreign soil. It is not inconceivable that South Af­
rica may decide one day that Rhodesia is not wortl1 
the cost (both in terms of economics and lives) of 
being kept white. Liberation movements have men­
tioned that if Vorster could secure a non-aggression 
pact from African states to the north, an assurance 
that South Africa's territorial integrity would be 
respected, he may well decide to let Rhodesia go. 
It has been mentioned more tlian once that althougl1 
Butl1elezi's main mission on his recent African trip 
centred around the question of oil, he may well 
have been testing out tl1e attitudes of black leaders 
to this question. 

Whatever South Africa might do, and what­
ever Britain might do, the liberation movements 
are quite clear as to what they will be doing. Their 
armed struggle will continue. Ultimately, whatever 
the machinations of the great powers, of South 
Africa, or of anybody else, it will be the activities 
of the liberation movements which will oust Smith 
and secure in RJ1odesia a government which repre­
sents the whole of the country, white and black. 
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THOMPSON 
First Return (review next week) opened at Court this week; as this Is Mervyn Thompson's last 

production for the Court, I went to talk to him about his play, and his ideas; this is a shortened and 
grammatical version of our conversation. 

Me : You've talked of "First Return" as the most excItIng thing you've done. Could you eluc1date 7 

MGT: {let's call him Proc) : It's the most exciting, not play, but piece of theatre I've done - it sums up 
many things that I've been obsessed with In the past, which lend themselves to theatrical effect. 

Me· You mean visual effect? 
Proc: Yes, visual, but also In terms of sound it's a sort of sound fantasia, though not extreme. I hope 

the effect supports the play. Anyway, I hope 1t will be an interesting piece of theatre, interesting 

as a play. 
Me . From the publ1c1ty photos, it looks very stylised, formal. 
Proc Yes. There are two realistic characters, and the rest are pro1ect.Ions of their 1maginatIons, which 

are haunted by images; so It is stylised. 
Me Is there much dance7 
Proc There's some creative dance, but not much: the image Is more of stillness than movement, but 

when 11 does move, it's pretty frenetic 
Me : What, 1f any, are "First Return's" forebears In drama7 

Proc . I don't know It's a personal play, with obsessions, d1stort1ons, memories - people who have 
haunted me, films, plays; there are quotations from plays, because the mind of the central 
character Is that sort of mind. The play's more sub1ect1ve than "Marat Sade", but there are ele­
ments of that world in 1t there's a P1randello theme, the characters are in search of their free­
dom and many others I feel, in a way, that the play 1s the point to which all these things were 
leading . I didn't expect this play, or this form - though I've been firmly committed to a non­
real1st1c form, since I found myself wincing with embarrassment and boredom every time I saw 
five characters in a drawing room talking about their lives. 

Me Are there any contemporary playwrights who you'd compare yourself to - I'm just trying to 
find a context for "First Return". 

Proc No, not really, I feel 11 is original. Because of the subject matter, it's got to be my own thing, 
but It can't help being eclectic. It's closest, I suppose, to Peter Nichol's "Forget Me Not Lane": 
It's InterestIng though - Nichol's central character has total, naturalistic recall,_but mine has 
fragmented recall, and It's not naturalistic. I saw 'F.M.N. Lane" In May '71, after I'd finished 
the first draft of my play, and my heart sank a bit, because it's rather the same, there's even one 
line the same - I left that In, by the way. But since then it's got further and further away from 

Nichol's as I reworked it. 
Me. The central character, Is he a real artistic image of you, or an Everyman, who happens to be 

you7 
Proc- When the play started, 1t was very autobiographical. I wept over parts of It, some of it I didn't 

want to write at all, and had to put In comic form, because I couldn't bear to put It any other 
way - but 11 was a great amorphous slab - it ran for 3½ hours and had 18 characters. It was 
never real1st1c, but 11 had a strong element of drawing-room satire In 11 at first. Now it's got 12 
characters (probably 10 when I rewrite it) and runs less than 2 hours ... I've been writing it for 
three years, and I'm on the fourth draft now. I'd come back to 1t every six months or so. It's 
become less autobiographical, and at the same time, I've become less 1ncl1ned to deny that 11 
was ... It's funny directing 11, I've insist on treating It as 1f it.weren't my play. I've been through 

it. 
Me: It's publicly known to be autob1ograph1cal. Does that worry you? 
Proc: It's actually sem1-autob1ographical - and In fact, every play Is a personal statement, but I 

would hate to think that people imagine that Its conclusion is precisely mine: in a work of art, 
you've got to come out with some sort of resolution, some conclusion, a formal statement of 
some kind. So what get's distorted is the literal truth; there's bound to be some heightening 
and some taking away. Really, the central character bears very little resemblance to me, partly 
because he's been denuded of a lot of his characteristics, which are spread among the other 
characters. So the actor has a hard job to play him. 

Me Do you think people In general will be interested in the play because of the contrast between 
your "public" character, and your own view of yourself? 

Proc. What frightens me about the play Is what people are going to read into It - because I want it to 
be.evaluated as a play, and I'd hate people to be sidetracked by autobiography. 

Me· You plan to write more after this play? 
Proc: I hope so. This Is what the play is partly about: it's about finding some sort of release. It's 

called "First Return" because it Is my first return; my first play, my first return from England. 
It Is also about why so late, why have I not written this play before, why am I, and all New 
Zealanders, such late developers7 I hope to write more this winter, not necessarily a play -I'm 
interested to see what happens to this one first ... I've always been a writer manque. I think 
most producers are. I've always done more rewriting of other people's plays than I should have. 

Pause ... 
Me: Why are you leaving the Court? 
Proc: Well, I feel it's time to strike out on my own. The Court doesn't allow this to happen, because 

of the structure of the internal pol1t1cs. I'm tired of compromise; for instance, the New Zea-
land season: I didn't want "Wool", but I had to have It, because the producer wouldn't or 
couldn't do the play I wanted. The NZ season was my baby, and I had to compromise over 11. 
The play I wanted was a Baxter, and although I don't think Baxter Is the greatest playwrignt 
alive or dead, it would have been more interestIr19 altogether than that drawing room in 
"Wool" again; "Wool" Is the same play as "Virginia Woolf", as "Joe Egg", as "Staircase", as 
"Green Julia" as 40,000 other plays about sensational things that happen in drawing rooms 
while people make witty repartee about it. For the last 20 years, people have been writing t " 
same play over and over again - It fits in with theatre economics, the staging's easy, etcetera ... 
My God, It gets boring! ... Anyway, I can't shape the policies at the Court to the extent that 
I'd like, and I can't be bothered fighting for my inch of territory, or playing democracy. It may 
sound arrogant, but I think democracy ought to allow fullest possible expression, according to 
the abilities-and vIsIon of each person w1th1n the body - not make everybody even. This tenden­
cy to dole out equal slabs of democratic cake ... I took it for a while, because I wanted to see 
the things go - and it will go now, it's well and truly established ... But it's become too com­
fortable and you know what to expect. The plays tend to be the same, those little drawing room 
things, pretty well done. Once you get that set pattern of drawing room plays, you think ah! 
and you do one Shakespeare occasionally, and a musical, and then you think you've covered 
the field, though there are thousands of variations and approaches ... but we're talking about 
ImagInatIons that don't see any further. So the theatre becomes a nice, little comfortable thing 
for a certain sector of the populace, and becomes an inferior brand of television. 

Me: If you'd started a professional theatre on your own several years ago, what would you be doin• 
now? 

Proc: Well, I wouldn't have thrown it in, I think .. . in fact, I hope to be starting up a little company 
in due course, not straight away, because I want a rest and I want to do some writing ... But 
think I would have been doing things which contained more material for controversy - and I 
don't mean just for controversy's sake - I mean stimulating the community into examinin9 1U 
own being. I would have done more European plays - last year, no European plays were done, 
they were all English except "O Temperance!" I would have attempted to bring some more 
stylised drama into the ring, but, you see, we're dealing with people who only understand 
realism ... 

Me: (understanding but incredulous) You mean audiences or the Court organisation? 
Proc: The organisation. 
Some more chatter here, me saying what a serious thing that was to say ... 
Me: What about the company you want to form? 
Proc: I want It to be something that brings a continuous gust of vitality and gaiety ... it would per-

form for 4-6 months, and then disband.- socialism in action .. . about twelve people, with a 
few extras occasionally. It would do a programme of plays and late-night shows, which would 
looked forward to, for its gusto, and because it was provocative - not just "topical" or "relevi 
I'd like to do some revivals (this is one of my frustrations with the Court: some of my plays 
have had to go off, before the audiences who wanted to see them, had seen them) like "Marat 
Sade", and something along the same lines as "O! Temperance!"; a Greek play, perhaps "0ed 
pus Rex", with a strong ritualistic content, a very contemporary play with epic canvas, a Shake, 
pearean comedy played in a' commedia dell'arte style' or a Moliere ... this would be them~· 

programme, and it's all big theatre stuff. But in the evenings, the same group would divide into 
smaller gorups and provide a constant supply of experimental work for late night shows, pan,~. 
larly NZ work. Eventually, I hope that 80% of the work I do will be New Zealand. If we give 
encouragement to New Zealanders by performing their plays, then they'll write better. At the 
moment, telev1s1on supports only those writers who will write two-or three-handed drawing 
room plays of 50 minutes duration ... So Bruce Mason has had seventeen straight rejections 
from the NZBC, because he won't confine himself ... This Is the great danger of the 20th 
century, we reward our writers of limited horizons. We reward our Harold Pinters but not our 
John Ardens. We send them mad ... 

I asked Proc what was the most satisfying play he had done. He was uncertain because his feelmgsd~ 
pend so much on the challenge the play presented to him, how far he brough/ the actors, and the tra'' 
formation of the raw product into a finished play (so that "Awatea" was a great achievement and sue· 
cess, because he brought raw and(initially) unwilling actors up to a good standard in 23 days, and at 
the same time enJoyed a wonderful emotional rapport with a new people.) Finally he said that the 
second act of "Cherry Orchard" was a thing of beauty to him, his most satisfying ~reation . 

. I suggested to him, too, that having successfully .produced some of the most difficult plays 
written_ ("Lear", "Peer Gynt") and having no failures behind him, or any real difficulties to overcofl"I, 
he had 1n fact no more challenge? He felt that, 1f he were ambitious, he might try for national recog­
nition, because he knew that nothing one did In the South Island ever registered in anyone's Richter 
scale in the North. Nor, he added, could he get any theatre job In New Zealand because he had the 
reputation of being abrasive, oot bland enough to be moulded by any arty-bur;aucracy big boys. Too 
passionate .... 

···Well, the thought of no more productions by Proc for a year is rather depressing so don't 
for heaven's sake miss "First Return": ' 

_ lmogen de la Be' 

OLD FOLKSHOMETO BE DEMOL. 
At 901 Colombo St., In 2 acres of ground, Is the Salvation 

Army owned "Resthaven" home for the aged. Recently the Sal­
vation Army decided to replace tbe two storey bu1ld1ng with a 
single storey building, thus making it easier for the old ladies to 
move around unhindered by stairs, etc. Realising the beauty of 
the present home, the Salvation Army hoped to incorporate 
some features from the old house In the new one, and after 
spending thousands of dollars on architectural advice, failed to 
come up with anything satisfactory. 

A group of concerned citizens in Christchurch Is concer­
ned about the possible demolishing of the old building and has 
pressed the Salvation Army to change its plans, suggesting that 
they leave the site altogether and build their new home elsewhere. 
A representative of the group rang the-head of the Salvation 
Army in Wellington, Commissioner Elliott, who said he wasn't 
"averse" to the idea of selling but would need land close to the 
city and bus stops. The Salvation Army under this agreement 
would have to sell "Resthaven" for an amount suff1c1ent to pur-

chase more land and to finance their new home. 
Hoping to come up with a feasible plan, the group con­

tacted a Mr Kelsea, the man in charge of buying land for the 
new government "Kibbutzim", suggesting an urban kibbutz, 
based on similar patterns to Chippenham, already established 
in Christchurch. Mr Kelsea informed this group that this would 
have to be done on a private basis as he was still having prob­
lems setting up the rural kibbutzim. 

Next they went to the Historic Places Trust and found 
that the Trust was granted only $90,000 a year for tlae whole of 
N.Z., certainly insufficient to undertake a project like this. In 
England, the Historic Places Trust renovates old buildings and 
leases them out, making them viable economic proposItIons, but 
this could not be done in New Zealand. 

From there they rang City Councillor Molly Clark who 
suggested that businesses In the city could re-vamp old nuildings 
and use them, bringing prestige to the company by doing so. 
She compared this with the prestige and publicity "Rothmans" 

I• ' 
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gets with its sports foundation . 
Again this scheme was good in theory but difficult 10 

put into practice In the 1mmed1ate situation. Finally a scheme, 
satisfactory to this group, came up. Architect Peter Beavan sur 
gested a land development scheme as "Resthaven" 1s zoned R 
(up to 90 people to the acre). Town houses could be built at 
the back of the large section and these could be sold, the monel 
paying the Salvation Army for the land and the surplus tovvar 
the upkeep of the old house. The hous; could then be leased or 
loaned to, for example, a university c.lub. According to th0se d 
involved this scher:ne Is the most practical as land financiers an 
developers have expressed interest. 

In order that this could still go ahead, people are being 
asked to write to the newspapers, the Mayor, and to . e 
Commissioner Elliot (Box 6105 Wellington) supporting th 

' ' bUl scheme and asking that "Resthaven" not be pulled down, 
kept as a monument to the city. Any further information or 
suggestions can be got by contacting Geraldine Oliver or Rose· 
mary Lather, Ph. 518-264, Christchurch. 

~NDREMEI 
L -GRADUATE FROM THIE 

Al the end of this month, a man whc 
ears in the jails of South Vietnam will visit 
eak to many groups of people including l 

He is a man who has lived with and k 
00,000 - 200,000 people today impriso~e 

knows and has seen the torture which is, as 
ve put it, now a matter of course; he has! 

international pressure exerted on behalf of I 
seen at firsthand, Thieu's reaction to the 

A•reement. 
' Andre Menras was born in the South 
military service asked to go to Vietnam i 

rogramme. He says tha I at that stage he wa 
~1re and that he did not feel any concern, 

\ 1etnam. 
On his arrival in Saigon he was assign 

r in the Blaise Pascal Lycee. During the tv 
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,,struction of a people. He saw on the grou 
rch and destroy missions, what meant b< 
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able people who are fighting and have b1 
ll' for its liberty. Everyone was speak mg 
,arl) that in Vietnam, as long as there was 

re could only be one peace, a Viet names, 
1crmmation of the Vietnamese people. 

Andre said that after his discharge fr< 
ns, that he went into the countryside. "I 
olographs. But when you see ruins, and st 

l'hout end; when you see those kids run 01 
cks 1hat don't even bother to stop; when , 
1he refugee camps that the authorities ha~ 
mien "new life hamlets", where men and 

behind their land, their rice fields, theu 
mes, beg for rice from Thailand, and kids 
erican weapons, when you see prostituti, 

l that Americans place refu,gees in shanty 
11 bases so that the "Viet Cong" rockets, 
al 1es (a fine example of psychological \I 
ly see the distrust and hatred in the eye: 
I who think they're dealing with Amenc 

'all that, you just can't go on taking phot 
~ anxious you arc to take back irrefutabl, 

The first thing Andre did was to learn 
guage so as to communicate with the peo 

r nded by such suffering which he had corr 
ose profound causes he had come to gras1 
•hat they had to do something that wou. 
ortumty to condemn the situation. 

After weeks of consideration and plar 
climb a large statue in front of the Nation 
on and unfurl a flag made to represent tl 
ration Front. As well they attempted to 
0 pamphlets which they had printed in \ 
title of "Hoa Binh" ("Peace") calling for 
erican and all foreign troops and stating 1 

th the departure of General Thieu. Genera 
isler Khiem, bring the peace that the Vie 

re struggling for. 

What Andre saw in 2½ years in the R 
Saigon authorities call it, was a policy au 

n, at destroying Vietnamese patriots. A p, 
ning not only men's physical resistance, b1 

On December 28th, 1972, the French 
ndre that he was to be freed and that th 
lhun. Nobody was more astonished th, 
lion was to refuse to leave his fellow pris 

greateSt danger. It was at this point that a 
oners not yet released, begged Andre to J 
ness to what he had seen and experienced 
dre alld his fellow country man Jean Pierr 

iu release and have since bec01~e involved 
1~ and • t • 

tn crnattonal campaigns to bring 1 
usaocis of political prisoners of South Vie 

vptndre Menras has been brought to Ne 
h 

I 
C who are working for the release of 

/
1
d
1 

by both sides in South Vietnam. He 
0 owing times: 

11,JOpm F ·ct 
• • on n ay 29th March, Upstair: 

1 
Townsite. 

.JS p.m, on Friday 29 March, Shelley Co, 
11am. 

P-m. on F .d 29 . 8 p n ay March at Resistance B 
.m, on Monday I April at Te Rangimari 

8treet. This is a public meeting. 
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starting up a !ittle company 
o do some ·writing . .. Butl 
al for controversy - and I 
mmunity into examini ngit1 
, European plays were done, 
pted to bring some more ' 
e who only understand 

organisation? 

1nd gaiety .. . it would per­
about twelve people, with a 
,-night shows; which wouldll 
not just "topical" or " relevan 
Court: some of my plays 
had seen them) like " Mara! 
1 Greek play , perhaps "Oedi• 
ay with epic canvas, a Shake, 
ire .. . this would be the main 

3me group would divide into 
k for late night shows, particu• 
>e New Zealand. If we give 
they'll write better. At the 

-or three-handed drawing 
venteen straight rejections 
1reat danger of the 20th 
Harold Pinters but not our 

rtain because his feelings de· 
ugh/ the actors, and the tram· 
a great achievement and sue· 
,tandard in 23 days, and at 
.) Finally, he said that the 
1tisfying creation . 
the most difficult plays 

, real difficulties to overcome, 
1ight try for national recog­
istered in anyone's Rich ter 
,al and , because he had the 
{-bureaucracy big boys. Too 
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\rchitect Peter Beavan R4 
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~ Mayor, and to . the 
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ANDRE MENRAS 
_ GRADUATE FROM THIEU'S JAILS 

At the end of this month, a man who spent over two 

NEW ZEALAND - INDIA SOCIETY 
NEW ZEALAND - IN DIA SOCI ETY 
NEW ZEA LAN D - INDIA SOCIETY 

AN NUAL GEN ERAL MEETING 

Friday 22nd March, at 8 p.m . 
SE NIOR COMMON ROOM 
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in the jails of South Vietnam will visit Christchurch to 
year~ to many groups of people including University students. 
spea He is a man who has lived with and knows many of the 

(Downstairs in Students' Association Bu ilding, University Town Site). 

00 000 - 200,000 people today imprisoned in Thieu 's jails, he 
1 

~sand has seen the torture which is, as some Americans 
kno put it now a matter of course; he has seen the effect of have , . 

BUSIN ESS : 
1. Elect io n of officers and General Busi ness 

Fil ms. 2. 
. national pressure exerted on behalf of the pnsoners, and he 
inter . , . h P . P 
has seen at fusthand, Th1eu s react10n to t e ans eace 

Agreement. 
Andre Menras was born in the South of France and for 

his military service asked to go to Vietnam in the co-o~era tion 
programme. He says that at that stage he was not polit1call_y 
aware and that h_e dtd not feel any concern about the warm 

EV ERYONE WITH AN INTEREST IN INDIA WELCOME, PARTICULARLY STUDENTS FROM 
INDI A, FIJI, OR NEIGHBOURING COUN T RIES. 

Vietnam. . . . 
On his arrival m Saigon he was assigned as a school teac-

her in the Blai se Pascal Ly_cee. During the two y ear s in w hich he 
v s free in Vietna m, he witnessed the destru ctwn of a l and, the 
~:struction of a peop_le._ He saw_ on the ground the meaning o f 
search and destroy m1sswns, what meant b ody count_ campargns, 
nd saw too, the resistance of a small people, a heroic, un-

:arnable people who are fight ing and have been fighting fo r 20 
vears for its liberty. Everyone was speaking o f peace, and he sa_w 
clearly that in V ietnam, as l ong as there was one Vietnamese alive 
there could only be one peace, a Vietn am ese peace . . . the sel f 
determination of the Vietnam ese people. 

Andre said that after his discharge from militar y obliga­
llons, that he werit in to the countryside. "I wanted to take 
photographs. But when y ou see ruins , a.11d still more ru ins, ruins 
without end; when y ou see th ose kids run over b y t he A merican 
tru cks that don' t even bother to stop ; wh en y ou see the situation 
in the refugee camps that the authorities have the nerve to 
,hristen "new life hamlets" , where men and women who have 
left behind their land, their ri ce fields, their livestock, their 
homes, beg fo r rice from Thailand, and kids are taught to handle 
American weapons, when you see prostitution ; when you see the 
i1y that Ameri cans place refu,gees in shantytown strip s around 
1heir bases so that the "Viet Cong" rockets will cause civilian 
C sualties (a fi ne example of psychological warfare) ; when you 
mally see the distru st and hatred in the eyes of Vietnam ese y ou 
eel who think they're dealing with Americans .. . ~ hen y ou 

ee ali that, you just can't go on taking photographs, n o mat ter 
how anxious you are to take back irrefu table evidence. " 

TI1e first thing Andre did was to learn the Vietnamese 
language so as to communicate with th e people around him. Sur-
1ounded by such suffering which he had come to understand , 
l/lhose profound cau ses he. had come t o grasp, he and a friend 
ell that they had to do something that would af ford th em the 
pportunity to co ndemn the situation. 

After week s of consideration and planning, they decided 
oclimb a large statue in front of the National A ssembly in 
igon and unfurl a flag made to represent that of the National 
eration Front. As well they attempted to distribute some 
00 pamphlets which they had printed in Vietnamese under 

he title of "Hoa Binh" ("Peace") calling for the withdrawal of 
erican and all foreign troops and stating that this would, along 

th the departure of General Thieu . General Ky and the Prime 
inister Khiem , bring the peace that the Vietnamese people 
ere struggling far. 

What Andre saw in 2½ years in the Re-education Centre, as 
eSaigon authorities call it, was a policy aimed at breaking 
en, at destroying Vietnamese patriots. A policy aimed at under­
ining not only men's physical resistance, but also their morale. 

On December 28th, 1972, the French Consul announced 
OAndre that he was to be freed and that the authorities were to 
pel him . Nobody was more astonished than he. Andre's fust 
ction was to refuse to leave his fellow prisoners in their hour 

f_greatest danger. It was at this point that a few political 
nsoners not yet released, begged Andre to leave and to bear 
itness to what he had seen and experienced. And for this reason 
ndreand his fellow countryman, Jean Pierre Debris accepted 

heir releaseand have since become involved in the many contro­
er5tal and international campaigns to bring the plight of the 
housands of political prisoners of South Vietnam to the fore. 

Andre Menras has been brought to New Zealand by 
VPoc who are working for the release of all political prison­
held by both sides in South Vietnam. He will be speaking at 

e following times: 

ll,IO p.m. on Friday 29th March, Upstairs Commonroom, 
Townsite. • 

l.ls P,m, on Friday 29 March, Shelley Commonroom, 

9 llam._ 

8 P.m. on Fnday 29 March at Resistance Bookshop. 
p.m. on Monday I April at Te Rangimarie, 360 Gloucester 

Street. This is a public meeting. 

BEGG'S 
CHCH 

LTD 
The "Staff-Owned & 

Operated" 

Musica1 Specialists of 

603 COLOMBO S'fREEr 

PH . 62-499 

CI.D. CARDS PHASE !) 

BISHOP & CO. LTD. 

WINE & SPI RIT ME RCHANTS 

111 ARMAGH STREET 

PHONE 60-459 

FOR A L L U OUOR' 

REQUIREMENTS 

TIRED OF EATING PROCESSED SHIT? 

natural 0Pen sandwiches 
& salads 

foods 
161 HEREFORD STREET 

LEARNING EXCHANGE 
av •

1 
LEARNIN G EXCHAN G E is going strong. There are now over 160 different subjects 

ai able - something for everybody. You're cordially invited to take part. 

150 The Exchange will be organising occasional talks and films throughout the year. About 
estinc:me along to the first one , on HANG GLIDING during Orientation Week - a very inter­
inte g vening. Others planned are for SKY DIVING and UNDERWATER SPORT.S . If you're 

rested, watch out for notices. . 

ri ng p The Exchange people would be delighted to help you put on your film/slide show. Just 
over eter (79-539) or Jen (74-636). Any subject at all, and particularly people who have been 

seas and ·11 · 
If ~re w1 _1ng to _talk about their experiences, we want to hear from. , 

tofj d You re w1ll1ng to instruct people on your pet hobby, come to us also and we II try 
__ n People Wanting to learn it. · 

Further In format ion From: Jane Edwards, 
Secretary, 
Phone: 77-163. 

living an a tight budget 
is na bed al roses 

So if you need 
a little help or advice on 

money matters while 
you're at varsity, 

see Pat Bolam 
at the Riccarton 

Branch of the BNZ 
Pat knows the sort of money 

problems you 're going to be involved 
with as a student, and he'll be 

pleased to give you all the assistance 
and advice that's possible. 

• 

Just apart from B NZ services 
like cheque and savings 
accounts, travellers' cheques, 
and so on, there are two 
particular BNZ services that 
a lot of students have found 
very useful. 

BN Z Educationa l Loans 
The great thing about these is their flexibility . You can take 
one out for a few days, to tide you over a rough spot till the 
end of term, or you can borrow on the long -term, and plan 
things out over the years you're at varsity. 

BNZ Consulting Service 
Free, helpful advice on practically any financial matter, from 
people who understand money and how it works .. 

And just by the way, there's another good reason for ba nking 
with the Bank of New Zeala nd- it's the only trading bank 
wholly owned by the people of New Zealand . 

Call Pat Bolam at the Riccarton Branch of the B NZ, 
113 Riccarton Road, telephone 488-029 and fix up 
a time for a chat. 

BADH OFDEWlEAlADD 

& more letters 
TO WH OM IT MAY CONCERN : 

Dear Sir, . 
Not being a memebr of the students' union 

nor being affiliated in any way with Canterbury 

The naked truth was uttered by Richard M . 
Nixon when quipping on a comment that h,s hair 
was going grey he said "they call it streaking". NO\ 
this might seem like quite an amusing statement, b 
not when you realise the wages of the forty -five 
script writers who have spent since the beginning c 
the Watergate Affair trying to devise a mean s by 
which the beloved Milhous could break his name 
free of the scandals and get in with the regular 
voter. They had gone through many a time when 
Milhous had come down the steps to their dungeo1 
with a new subpoena in his hand saying he though 
he could sneak some more taxpayers' money so 
they could work 24 hours a day on the problem. 
Now there may be even some people who would 
find this reasonable, so for them we'll pop in $2 
million in pay for people to run naked , $5 million 
to pay the media to call it "streaking" and 79c on 
a bottle of grey-hair-dye. All this expenditure was 
to the end purpose that Milhous should recieve 
one and a half column inches regarding something 
not contra versial tnat the regular voter recognises 
as being swel I. 

- Anon. 
15 March 1974. 

Distribution 11/)anager, 
Canta, 
University of Canterbury Students' Assoc., 
Private Bag, 
Christchurch 1. 

Dear Sir, 

HONEST Y BOX FOR CAN T A SA L ES -
CATHEDRAL SQUAR E. 

University I don't suppose I have any say in such Your letter of 26 February 1974 was re-
matters, but!!! may I compliment you on the high ferred to the Council's Health and General Com-
Quality Pigs' Offal that you use in your pies . mittee, at its meeting on 11 March, 1974. 
Surely for 20c on a plate or 18c in a bag this is In reply, I am directed to advise th at 
the best bargain in the line of rubbish that you after giving careful consideration to you r re-
buy from the University Cafe, necessa ry for your • quest , the Committee has resolved to decl ne 
daily supply of vitamin s. your application on the grounds that th is _ould 

May I say orae more thing in y ou r favour - create a precedent fo r newspapers othe r tl an 
the rest of the meal is certainly palata ble but as for the established dailys at present on sal e. 
the pie, well, I have only one thing t o sa y : The Committee considered that wide dis-
ARSE-HOLES ! tribution of your pape r to the public cou ld be 

- A Very Disgruntled Gourmet . obtained through normal retail outlets . 
P .S. Excuse the_s_p~l l Ln_g_~u_t _l_hay~ .fl9! _11atj !illl. _________ _)"_o~!~f..alt_!il'.LillyJ ___ _______ _ _____ _ _ 

- - - - high level of education that you fine people have. Secretary and Associate Tow n Clerk. 
-...... _______________________ _ -------------------~---- ---- ------ -- - - - - - - - - - - - --Peter Marten: · 
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To ---l~y Hamlet was my 
am ___ ition-but there were 
other things on my mind­

enougli to make me 
forget my lines. 

"To shave, or not to shave; that is the question: 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The nicks and cuts of careless razors, 
Or to take up arms against a sea of troubles, 
And go thickly hirsute - to grow a beard? 
And by a beard to end the heartache 
And the thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to 
'Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished. 

To give up; give in; 
Perchance to dream of clean-shaven days; 

aye there's the rub; 
Who knows what dreams may come ... 
Gadzooks - what is the line - to shuffle off 
This mortal coil? cover? beard? ... " 

Wake, up Nick, the play's over, you're off the 
stage.· Hamlet would never have known -
he took his anguish to the bitter end -but 
you and other tormented shavers can be 
saved from disaster by the Gillette 
Techmat1c, a razor that comes with 
an adjustable razor band cartridge. 
No comers to cut or nick the face, 
and adjustable to· give as close a 
shave as you need. 
All the world's a stage, Nick, but 
don't let it go to your chin. It's 
197 4 - not 157 4. You're a new 
Elizabethan. 

Cartridge 91c 
Razor free 

Limited stock 

With 
Gillette TECHMATIC 

it's Goodbye Nick. 

A STRUGGLE FOR INDEPEN 

The central items on the agenda 
sue: the independence of the Associ 

Faced with the refusal of the U1 
Un ion Shop at I lam, or to decide the 

But as to what actually happen< 
have is President Jim Benefiel d's state 

At the beginning of the meetin~ 
Robin Duff, who was President in 19~ 
ed instead to explain that much of th1 
on ly have access, and then asked that 
such a motion is also to exclude from 

se press reporters, the Union Manag 
BI 

"The principle of student 
of Canterbury Students' Associ; 
dered a series of motions dealin 
claimed total independence fror 
cant, the President of the Stude 

Mr Benefield said that the 
possible dissatisfaction with the 
Association affairs. 

"The Executive is gratifie 
The students are now solidly un 
sums in its own services. The stl 
intend to continue this practice 

The motions considered a 
and the assertion of the Associa 
lion with the University's delay 
matters of student interest. The 
Centre. • 

The meeting resolved to c 
the meantime the President has 
to consider the implementation 
sity recognizes the gravity ofth 
Special General Meeting future 

The beginning of the story is in 
d was bailed out by the University; 
ith money. 

In the late 60s, a small degree o 
ere induced by an over-tight straitja1 

Six years later the cycle repeate 
strong counter attack. Like a greasy 
lphurous wind the subservient posit 

1) The executive decided to abolis~ 
2) The executive decided to allow 1 

better for the Students' Associat 
tive then ordered the shop close, 
March, when the University fina 
The executive decided to stage i• 
at the end of last year. The idea 
kers who built it, turn on a few I 
The executive decided that the 
closed, thereby saving about $1( 
now doubled the size of the Uni 
ions have been built one year to, 
building program, while the Stuc 

S) the extensions: it will help you f 
Last year the Students' Assn. pn 
University, for some reason too 
Sludents intending to enrol 1in lS 
10 get "Anti Calendar" to studer 
All of these confrontations occu 

Xecutive wondering who was really n 

PhilliThe an_swer is in fact that b1 
Ps, which is in control. 
The University collects Stuc 

Wner of the "assets" of the Ass, 
This means that the University r 

ints' u · nions and to determine what I 
ngs.Thus the University Council coL 

m
llein evenings. Early in 1973 fore> 
onst • ' ration would be refused perm 

What can we do? 
~his i~ the question the A.G.M.: 

fth he first two read: "That this n 
e following: 

fth ~) the U.S.I.S. lease of the II.am 
\?dent Union Manager; (4) adt 

that b hat this meeting requests the 
fft between Auckland University, 
soci\e under the control of the St1 

T
ahion; (3) the proportion of co! 

e th· d etaex _ir motion proposed was 
•men~end itures by the Association ( 

rnents ! ) 

wfJY.11'
1 em How these were received by the 

USt leave for the future to reveal. 
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