


David Lange seems to be turning into samething of an-
enigma as Prime Minister. His appearance on the Frontline
programme last Sunday night confirmed in my mind the im-
pression that he has not only lost touch with the ideals and
principles upon which he gained office four years ago, he
has also lost his own grip on the running of Government and
the country. There were times. in the interview as Lindsay
Perigo threw some very specific and very loaded questions
in Lange’s direction when he simply appeared out of his
depth. His answers to concerns about unemployment in
particular illustrated little understanding of the situation and
possible courses of action. His eloquent rhetoric worked its
usual power in discussing his control of the caucus. But
when he resorted to it continually in replying to questions on
anything from the budget to race relations it merely served
to highlight the sense of a person in way over their head.
Only a year ago this style of rhetoric helped to bring Labour
through to an election victory despite an ailing economy.
Now more than rhetoric from the Prime Minister is needed,
and opinion polls show that the public agree with this.

Having said all that, Lange once again made some sort of
come back to the confidence of old in his astute handling of
the Jim Anderton  affair. Here we saw the political

manouvering of a seasoned pro. Knowing that public sup-
port was heavily weighted on the side of Anderton for his
individuality and courage- to stand up to Rogernomics--
(something that we can only wonder if Lange himself would
love to be able to do) it would have been a very bad political

The Students’ Association functions for you at two levels.
Firstly, it provides facilities and services like the cafeterias
and Student Health. Secondly, it represents you collectively
as a union, attempting to protect your interests and to keep
you informed on important issues.

The Executive is the elected body of 11 students that con-
trols and directs these two areas. It. attempts to make
politics on behalf of you that are representatwe of the
majority of you.

Unfortunately, this doesn’t always work. The executive
makes the best decisions it can but doesn’t always know
what you want.

This 'is where SRC’s come in. Student Representative
Councils are the meetings at which you get:to comment on
and shape Association Policy. It is where interested
students go to ‘‘do their bit"’. And if you think those that
turn up are just long haired, trendy lefty liberals, well that’s
because you’re not there to have your say and to turn the
balance against them.

If you think the Association does things you dlsllke
well... it’s your .own bloody fault for not turning up and

Mike Lennard who once campaigned under the slogan of
no bunnies for exec seems to have changed his tune. From
his recent boasts one would thirik he wants to be the first
professional law student playbunny. Mike is very proud that
he won the prize for best costume at the MUSOC Rocky
Horror party, starring in only black lacy knickers and
fishnets. He wants to thank his makeup artist, Kathryn
Dalziel and his mother.

There’s an honours room that welcomes visitors through
its portals with a blunt picture of a terrorist - the political
science department of course where only the hip loose and
left hang out... so our mole is still reeling from the shock of
seeing, in the rubbish bin, MacDonalds wrappers?
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move to dump Anderton from the caucus less than a month
before the Labour Party Conference. But rather than let
Anderton off the hook the implementation of a policy enfor-
cing automatic dismissal from the caucus for any M.P.
crossing the floor without the permission of caucus, places
the ball in Anderton’s court, or as Lange so tastelessly put
it, the pistol in his hand.

The pressure of the ultimate demsnon of whether or not to
axe a colleague is now taken off caucus, as is responsibility.
This policy effectively further isolates an M.P. such as
Anderton in considering such a move. While proponents of
the policy such as Lange will argue that it forces an in-

dividual to take full responsibility for the consequences of -

their own decision, this move does bring into the focus that
old ideological conflict: collective responsibility v individual
integrity / member of government v electorate represen-
tative / reality v idealism - call it what you will this is the
form of conflict that is seriously threatening the Labour
Government and the Labour Party. It may be very well to
say that individual ideals have to be compromised for the
business of smoothly running Government, that this is the
real world, an argument that seems to have been thrown at
Jim Anderton a few times in the last year, but the present
JGovernment is effectively ignoring the real world at the mo-
ment. Ignoring a large percentage of the population that
brought them to power, ignoring the ideas of some ex-
tremely intelligent people within their own ranks, ignoring
their own party and ignoring polls that place such

voting for what you want.

The SRC is limited only by the Constitution, moral decen-
cy and the laws of the land. They can pass policy on
anything and the executive will do its best to implement
these policies. If you want the Association to take a
“‘politically sound’’ (or ideological) stance on the Treaty of

Waitangi move or support a motion to that effect. If you'

want condoms in the UCSA condom dispensers to come in
flavours other than ‘‘tangy rubber’’ move it! S.R.C’s will,
and unfortunately do, consider anything. :

There is an SRC this Wednesday at 1.00 pm in the Shelley
Common Room. Contrary to popular opinion it will not be
boring. After the serious stuff the meeting will attempt to
have mid-term break renamed ‘‘Mid Term Exam Session’’
in recognition of harsh reality and look at Such ‘‘vital”’
issues as recommending the President. of the United States
to award a unit citation to the Captain and Crew of the USS
Vicennes.

But before this there will be some important business
conducted. Firstly an election will be held to fill the vacant
portfolio on Exes. The last time an SRC election was held it

It’s a story from the campaign days but a goodie so we

bring it to you at this late date: Mark let-me-photocopy-

your-wallet Templeton put a freshly made cup of coffee

down and while his back was turned Rachel Hayward

removed it and drained it. When Mark came running back
and wondered wildly where it had gone Rachel smiled
sweetly, as she can, and told him someone had handed it in

at the office. Off trotted Mark, downstairs...

Winter is nearly over and Sam nearly got away with it,

you know that designer jersey of his we never see him
without? Well there’s more than one but its not surprising
that you never noticed because his father, who keeps knit-
_ ting them in Wyndham and then bundling them up and pop-
it all came
out one day when Sam and Michelle who share the bounty

ping them in the post only knows one pattern...

blundered and both came to school in one.

undesirables as Jim Bolger and Winston Peters ahead (f
them in public standing. They are doing so at their ow

peril. | don’t believe that Lange is firmly in control g
Government or Rogernomics. The bulldozer that is Roger
nomics, and the attitudes with which it is bein
implemented, are somehow too reminiscent of
Muldoon era for my liking.

Changing tack completely this is the last issue of CANTA
for this term. That and the thought that there are only fiye
more issues to go make the end of year alarmingly closg
especially when the position of next year’s editor is alreag
being advertised. The question is, how is CANTA goin
this year? We’ve got our own opinions but it is your pape
so any feedback would be welcome. It is good to see peopl
coming in at this stage of the year wanting to find out aboy
the paper and get involved - it's never too late, especiallyi
you have hidden talents as a proofreader (subtle hintl). |
you just want to know how this gets from my typewriter
your hands come and look around. No doubt at some stag
next term | will write the obligatory self-indulgent editori
explaining what we do in here in an -attempt to get som
sympathy from everyone for how hard we work. But fy
now come up and say hi.

Sorry about the disjointed editorial - writing in thre
minute spurts throughout a day is not a good idea.

Happy holidays
Blai

~only took 35 people to vote someone into a position wiere

they had a major say in the running of this five million dolla
a year business that is your building. Is this good? Secont:
ly, two delegates will be appointed to attend New Zealan
Universities Students’ Associations August Council it
Wellington where National Policy is worked out. It’s an i
portant job and someones got to do it. But if you wan
representation on this sort of body you have to come alon
to SRC’s and help vote in the person you want.

Before 1 finish this column I'd just like to say how sickl
am of hearing people say ‘‘Whats it matter, nothin
changes...”” and *‘It’s time our group had representation
Student Politics”. You can have representation, in fact yo!
can have the same representation and the same ability
change things that all students have. Turn up to an SRC ant
vote and suddenly you’ll find that things do change and th
your interests are being represented. Sitting on yoU
backside doing nothing only gets you piles. So come alon
to an SRC this Wednesday.

Chris Whelan
Vice-President:
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