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Mouthful of Love 
Young Heart Attacks 

Shock Records 

I've always been fairly sceptical of the 
garage rock genre and its sudden rise 
to prominence. That said, beyond the 
designer mullets and "retro" cloth­
ing, I must admit that I have been 
surprised and impressed on more 
than one occasion. So it was with 
rather mixed feelings that I chose to 
review the charmingly titled Mouthful 
of Love by Austin, Texas group Young 
Heart Attack. The unique selling point 
of this particular group is that there 
are two vocalists - one male and one 
female. The two have quite contrast­
ing singing styles. Chris Hodge is raw 
in a Dolf De Datsun kind of way, while 
Jennifer Stephen is more harmonic. 
The press release describes it as 
"AC/DC with the B-52s on backing vo­
cals," and I tend to agree that this is a 
fairly accurate description. However, 
I fail to see how this could be good in 
anyone's books. Track one, Mouth­
ful of Love, exemplifies why this just 
doesn't work. It starts off promising: a 
great riff accompanied by a good solid 
rock drumbeat, and complimented by 
Hodge's excellent rock vocals. But 
when Stephen opens her mouth to 
sing the chorus, it just sounds terrible. 
She is not a bad singer by any means, 
but her style just does not suit this 
music. In fact, it wimpifies a song that 
is otherwise bursting at the seams 
with attitude. However, on the odd 
track Stephen appears to let loose, 
and this is where Young Heart Attack 
is at its best. This is evident in Tommy 
Shots, where Stephen is less con­
cerned with harmonics, and the whole 
thing sounds a lot more natural. The l 
entire album would be excellent if 
Young Heart Attack had kept it simple, 
and some of the vocals didn't feel so 
forced. It's a shame that one prob­
lem lets the album down so much. 

Troy 
Dir. Wolfgang Peterson 

Being one of the years most anticipat­
ed blockbusters and a direct descen­
dant of Lord of the Rings and Gladiator 
is Troy's biggest handicap. As a film it 
never really decides what it wants to 
be and schizophrenically darts be­
tween (attempted) heavy drama and 
audience pandering taking the Iliad 
along for the ride. Troy isn't bad per 
se, it's just incredibly disappointing. 
A solid ensemble cast, the strength 
of Homer's poem and the revitalizing 
of post-Gladiator fervour combined 
to make the film one of 2004's biggest 
releases. Yet, aside from a few high 
points, it never rises above a bloated 
jumble. The crucial element in any 
adaptation is the screenplay. This 
area is where Troy really fails to kick 
on. Screenwriter David Benioff seems 
to think that every single spoken line 
has to be stirring, which becomes 
boring within five minutes. Wolfgang 
Peterson's direction is also wayward. 
There is no focus and, consequently, 
we feel no compassion for any side 
(a situation which reduces the ad­
mittedly impressive battle scenes to 
glorified padding). Thankfully, not 
everyone on board fails as obviously. 
Eric Bana embodies Hector with a 
forceful acknowledgment of fate. His 
work overshadows anyone else on 
screen and his absence is felt when 
Peterson focuses on Achilles and 
the Greeks. Orlando Bloom captures 
the spirit of Paris while Diane Kruger 
does the best thing Helen can do: look 
hot. Brad Pitt, however, not only fails 
to act as Achilles, he fails to act at all, 
breezing through the film as if he had 
just parked his sports car. The rest of 
Homer's supporting characters are re­
duced to stereotypes or almost com­
pletely ignored. Troy is an obviously 
overblown effort that accordingly falls 
flat. Even the better elements of the 
film only serve 
to frustrate 
by giving a 
glimpse of what 
could have 
been. An Iliad 
film has been 
a long time 
coming and, 
unfortunately, 
Troy is not 
worth the wait. 

Chris Tubbs 
Loop Recordings 

Chris Tubbs' debut album Good Days, 
Better Nights certainly covers a lot of 
ground, including everything from 
soul to house to hip-hop and back 
again. Don't get me wrong though, 
this album certainly doesn't come 
across as disparate - far from it - for 
the album is unified by its lazy, sum­
mertime feel, with just enough edge 
to keep the listener engaged. Hailing 
originally from Wellington, Tubbs set 
out for England in 1997 and spent the 
best part of six years there learning 
and perfecting his art in such high 
profile clubs as London's Ministry of 
Sound and Home. On his return to 
New Zealand in 2002, Tubbs imme­
diately set to work on his first album, 
which includes collaborations with 
local talents such as Miss La from 50 
Hz and Dallas from Fat Freddy's Drop. 
(Further Fat Freddy's Drop input is 
provided by Chris Faiumu [Mu], the 
album's producer.) Good Days, Better 
Nights kicks off with Missing U, a track 
whose slightly edgy instrumentation 
over soothing vocals typifies the al­
bum. There follows the catchy single 
Five Day Night, featuring Dallas. After 
a good start, however, we meander 
through the next few tracks (the more 
hard-nosed Falling notwithstanding) 
and a couple of the longer instrumen­
tal tracks risk lapsing into background 
music. With T's Groove, however 
- one of the album's standout tracks, 
aptly described by one critic as 'a 
deep head nodding groove' - Tubbs 
gets things right back on course. The 
following tracks keep things moving 
nicely, with the mellow house of The 
Storm (featuring none other than 
Winston Churchill) providing another 
highlight. Unfortunately, it all ends 
rather tamely; Soul Loves the Sun be· 
ing the least memorable track on the 
album. Disaster is averted, though, 
by the inclusion of an interesting (if 
eccentric) little coda in the form of the 
Fat Freddy's Drop remake of Five Day 
Night. All up, then, a polished first al· 
bum from Tubbs and one that's guar­
anteed to banish those winter blues. 

**/**** 
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An Asian At My Table 
By Raybon Kan 
Penguin Books 
RAP: $29.95 

Old School 
by Tobias Wolff 
Bloomsbury 
RRP: $32.95 

Raybon Kan always amused me. He's a funny guy. If there is a copy of the 
Sunday Star Times lying around, I read his columns first. When he was doing 
colour commentary for the last election on TV3, I watched TV3's coverage. So 
I ~as keen to read a compilation of his work in the Sunday Star Times, The 
Listener, and other sources. I learned some things from this book. I learned 
that Witi lhimaera must have great hair, because he shares barbers with Ray­
bon, and Raybon has, hands-down, one of the best haircuts I've ever seen on 
a man. I learned that American Wheel of Fortune is weird. I learned, several 
months too late, what I would have had to have done to be Raybon's 'plus­
one' to the Retu:n of_the King premiere, at least if I was another gender. Many 
of th~ columns in this book are rather dated, referring as they do to scandals 
a~d issues of ages past. There's a funny bit on changing the left-hand-turn 
~Ive way rule. Th~re is _the cla~sic column on his headlining the Bursary Eng­
lish e~a';1. There Is a d1ssertat1on on the intense patriotism generated by the 
Americas Cup. Newspaper columns age, and such a problem is inevitable 
in a collection like this. Another problem is that it is good, but not great. 
There are la~ghs in betw:en the covers, chuckles at Raybon's forays into 
~nd explorations of the foibles of the everyday world, just not enough to lift 
It from 'amusing' into 'must-buy.' This reviewer will have to stick to mooch­
ing his Raybon-funniness off of his neighbour's weekend paper subscription. 

.___ ____ , REVIEWED BY: C.A. Monteath-Carr 11111111 
Old School is an intriguing read that gives insight 
into the subtle social conventions of a 1960s pri­
vate boys school in America. The narrator frames 
his story around literature classes using the aim 
of the senior year, an audience with Hemingway, 
to examine the ways in which the characters con­
struct their identities according to certain social 
rules. He tells the story of the writing aspirations 
of four boys wishing for an audience with Robert 
Frost and ultimately with Hemingway. The novel 
deals with the issue of class in an ironic way, first 
stating that the school attempts to avoid snob­
bery but as one reads on, the subtle ways that 
the boys subscribe to the very notion of class is 
revealed. The name of the narrator is unknown 
and like the character of the book, it is unclear 
whether the author is the narrator or whether 
he is purely a fictional character. The narrator's 
love _of Hemin_gway ties in with this pretext, as 
Hemingway himself seems to suggest that his 
characters have elements of his own personality 
within them. Both staff and students create them­
sel_ves through the eyes of others, never quite de­
nying or affirming what others believe to be their 
social status. The book draws the reader into the 
warped morality and logic of the characters and 
the twisted ending crashes into ones conscious­
ness creating the realisation that the characters 
~re indeed actors in their own play. Old School 
Is a dark novel revolving around the patriarchal 
systems of a boys' school epitomised by the 
works of Ernest Hemingway. It brings to light the 
pretensions of upper class society and how pre­
cariously our beliefs about others are balanced. 
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Take a k! 
Fantastic reading 

Just arrived- a new shipment of paperback bargains 

2 for $14.99 
or just $7.99 each 
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This week: Mr Sushi 
As far as dining out at Japanese restaurants 
goes, my experiences are limited. My previous 
experience consisted of a visit to a Japanese 
restaurant in Fiji. Not altogether orthodox I'll 
admit. Being of a young age, and before sushi 
became a standard snack in NZ, my palate did 
not appreciate the subtle flavours of dehydrated 
kelp and massive hunks of raw fish. However, 

It's hard to explain, just trust me that it was 
good. As for the curry, while it wasn't bad, I 
would suggest that you go for the Japanese 
options on the menu. Curry just didn't quite 
sit right with the other dishes on the table. 
The restaurant itself is kind of cool. Decorated 
with fans and a black and white motif, it felt 
Japanese. However, I haven't been to Japan 
so this is based on nothing but kung-fu mov­
ies. Coupled with the fact that we weren't 
required to take our shoes off at the door, and 
that we weren't sitting on the floor, people 
may argue otherwise. Nevertheless it was 
pretty on the eye and had a good atmosphere. 
Probably the most important fact is that the 
meals were cheap, there was a lot to choose 
from, and it is BYO. There was nothing on 
the menu for over $10 and the variety of 
meal options would cater to anyone; rice 
and noodle dishes, sushi, soup and curries. 
Mr Sushi can be quite hard to find. The best 
description is "on Colombo, a few doors up 
from the Colom,bo/Kilmore intersection on 
the same side of the road as Cafe Valenti­
nos" . They also have takeaway options if 
you don't feel like dining in. This has now be­
come one of my favourite places, and in my 
opinion, you can't go wrong. Happy eating! 

anta Food 

Critic 
time has passed and I was more 
than ready to have another bash at 
the Japanese dining experience. 
This proved to be a wise decision. 
Simply put, Mr Sushi rocked! The 
food was awesome. As a group we 
shared a spicy squid dish from the 

111111
1 WITH: Gunther Lutton I Teriyaki section of the menu, Japa-
. . nese fried rice, miso soup, and a 

beef curry. The squid and curry 
were served with steamed rice, a boiled egg 
and some crisp raw veges. While the fried rice 
came with a delicious chilli paste and the same 
selection of veges. The squid was really tasty, 
with a nice balance of flavours. Quite spicy, but 
not too spicy, and nice and tender. The fried 
rice was probably the best I have ever had, 
everyone commented on how yummy it was. 
Different to any other fried rice we had tried 
as it wasn't greasy, just kind of light and crisp. 

. ~iri11 Zt nt,•Jean Pool 
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"You don't need to be genetically 
blessed to have good jeans." 

As a child I refused to wear jeans be­
cause of the noise they made when I 
walked. Subsequently, I was ignorant 
to the wonders of denim until about 
14. Denim is the one trend that has 
stuck around. From the flared boot­
legs of the '70s, to the tight stove­
pipes of the '80s, to the huge, baggy 
jeans of the '90s, jeans are an old 
classic that are constantly reinvented. 
When buying a pair of jeans, there are 
several cardinal rules. Be prepared to 
try on many styles. The majority of 
denim labels have their 'basic' collec­
tion, which they re-cut every season 
in new colours and shapes, plus a 
'fashion' range. Find that pair of basic 
jeans and you will be set for life. When 
shopping for jeans, take a friend, pref­
erably one who is brutally honest. 
Your jeans will most likely become 
the staple, fail -safe item in your ward­
robe, and you want a pair that looks 
as good as possible. Always check 
the rear vision mirror, and remember 
washing and wearing will relax your 
jeans, so buy slightly on the smaller 
side. Think of jeans as an investment 
in the future of the appearance of 
your thighs and bum. It is worth 
paying a little more for a better qual­
ity pair that will last the distance and 
make your legs look like toothpicks. 
The most flattering cut of jeans will 
give you (or make it look like you 

have) legs like Cameron's and a 
bum like Kylie's. Based on the prin­
ciple that dark colours make things 
look smaller, the darker the denim 
the smaller you will appear. Pocket 
placement makes a difference: the 
closer together and bigger the pock 
ets, the smaller your bum will look. 
Waistbands are on the rise! Those 
clever people at Levi's have come up 
with a revelation: jeans with a whale· 
tail piece of fabric sewn onto the back 
waistband, eliminating builder', 
crack forever! Low-rise jeans are a 
modern, sexy look, but when buying 
these remember: if you can see yo~r 
pubic hair, they are too low! Ca1'1al 
toe (frontal wedgie) can be avoided 
by purchasing jeans that actually fit 
To get the most out of your jeans 
look after them. Wash them 
fastened, inside out, in cold er 
warm water with mild detergent 
Never bleach or leave soaking. 
PICS: 
sass and bide'blackaffair' approx$200 
levis 'tuff skinny' approx $1~0 
sass and bide' eastvillage' approx$200 
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May 26- June 2 
The Feelers feat. OpShop 

Rocky Cola Bar, Manchester Street 
Wednesday, May 26 

Frusante 
Dux de lux 

Thursday, May 27 

Hot Pink Does Vegas! 
Starring the Hot Pink Poet, Penny Ashton 

Harbour Light, London Street, Lyttelton 
Thursday, May 27 - Friday, May 28, 8:30pm 

Info@ 03 328 8615. 

Human 
Dux de lux 

Friday, May 28 
Chch's tightest hardcore death metal at its best 

Decadance 
featuring Phil Reynolds, Seb Darush, Fil Alex­

ander, Robbie Glass 
The Civic, 194 Manchester Street 

Friday, May 28 

Solaa 
Dux de lux 

Saturday, May 29 
presented by Dux de lux and rdu 

NATIONAL ANTHEM! 
7pm Saturday, May 29 - 7pm Sunday, 

May30 
NZ Music Month collaboration 

UCSA Ballroom, Live-to-air TV broadcast 
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Dave Gideon 
Dux de lux 

Tuesday, June 1 
Well experienced folk guitar man. 

Age: 28 
Occupation: Clown 

What makes Christchurch unique? Nothing in 
particular 

Best aspect about living in Christchurch? Seeing 
the mountains --------~..._. 

Worst aspect about living in Christchurch? Coal 
smoke 

Favourite Christchurch landmark? Chalice in the 
Square 

Favourite Christchurch personality? Me! 
Favourite Christchurch musician? Bands at 

Sammy's 
Favourite activity to do in Christchurch? Walking 

either around Sumner or the Port Hills 
Favourite place to go with friends? The Dux de lux 

Ideal first date? A successful one 
The place you visit the most? The Arts Centre 

The place you avoid the most? Linwood 
Describe a typical Christchurch citizen: Passive 

Describe a typical Canterbury University student: 
If Experimental 

You were mayor, what would you change about 
Christchurch? No idea 

Canta Magazine I Official Publication of the UCSA 

Nairobi Trio 
Harbour Light, London Street, Lyttelton 

Tuesday, June 1 
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National Anthem 
The UCSA Ballroom will host the 
Christchurch leg of TV2's National An­
them 24-hour live music broadcast on 
May 29 and 30. In a fitting round off 
to New Zealand Music Month, TV2 will 
broadcast live performances from acts 
in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Dunedin. One act from each cen­
tre will perform per hour, with regular 
live crosses after about three or four 
songs from each act. The event is also 
a fundraiser for Play It Strange, a char­
ity started by Split Enz founding mem­
ber Mike Chunn. According to the 
Play It Strange website, the trust was 
founded "to encourage young New 
Zealanders to develop interests and 
skills in music, composing and per­
formance". Among those confirmed 
by TVNZ for a performance at the 
Christchurch location are Zed, Pine, 
Goldenhorse, 4 Man Bob, Hooster, 
Lindon Puffin, Dubwize Soundsystem, 
The Dukes, Human, Solaa, Falter and 
a "special guest" from New Zealand 
Idol (tipped to be winner Ben Lum­
mis) . Simon Barnett, Stacey Daniels 

and What Now presenter Carolyn 
Taylor will host the Christchurch part 
of the show. It is free to attend the 
performances, which run from 7pm 
Saturday till 7pm Sunday in the UCSA 
Ballroom. UCSA events co-ordinator 
and veteran Kiwi musician Paul Kean 
says that the event is a great way 
of giving exposure to up and com­
ing local talent. "I think it's grand . 
Anything that gives acts a chance to 
get out there and be seen is great." 
Add itional ly, hosting the event could 
have positive results for the university 
and, in particular, the ballroom as a 
venue. "It's a big advantage to 
have a TV thing here because 
it raises the profile of the 
place," says Paul. So 
get down to the ball-
room during National 
Anthem for some fantastic, 
free, Kiwi entertainment 
- you might even get on TV! 

I BY: Chris Leggett 11111111 

horns and waved, and other people 
had taken photos of him, he said. 
"It's one thing you've got to 
do at least once in your life." 

It's that time of year again . Winter is 
coming, it gets cold ... you get naked. 
At least that was the case for Daniel 
Neville (pictured) last Thursday when 
he took part in National Nude Day. 
The self-confessed "attention slut" 
began his day with a naked visit to 
High Street cafe C1, where he ate 
outside, without any complaints. Mr 
Neville said he received many good 
responses during his day, and that 
women were generally more sup­
portive than men. He attributed this 
to the possibility of the men's "latent 
homosexuality". He had received just 
one negative response from a passer­
by. Lots of cars had honked their 

He took a quick shower in the Riccar­
ton Road fountain, before proceeding 
home, through Canterbury University 
campus. Mr Neville said: " lfeelsogood 
being all wet and naked in the sun." 
National Nude Day is inspired by for­
mer All Black and Sports Cafe televi­
sion presenter Marc Ellis. Viewers of 
Ellis' show are encouraged to send in 
video clips of themselves performing 
stunts and other random acts naked. 
Other nude romps around the country 
included a nude bike ride around the 
Octagon in Dunedin, and a nude raid 
on Crusader Justin Marshall's swim­
ming pool, videoed for Sports Cafe. 
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IIIComedy Club Presents Green 
Room: A Play about circular pants 
and singular logic. 
May 25 - 28 and May 31 - June 03 
In the Upper Common Room, 8pm, $5 

P0LISARIO REPRESENTATIVE 
TO TOUR NZ 
Christchurch Thursday, May 27, 7:30pm 
@ PEETO, Cnr Peterborugh & Madras 
St. Ph: Annalucia Vermunt 03 3773834 
Lincoln Friday, May 28, 12.40pm @ 
Totara Room, Union Building, Lincoln 
University. Ph: Jo Newman 03 325 3808 
Kamal Fadel, a representative of the 
Polisario Front from the Western Sa­
hara, will tour New Zealand May 25 to 
June 2. The Polisario Front is the or­
ganisation leading the struggle of the 
Saharawi people for independence 
from Moroccan occupation. Western 
Sahara is on the north-west coast of 
Africa. Previously a Spanish colony, it 
has been occupied by Morocco since 
1975, when Spain withdrew in the 
face of a rising independence struggle 
led by Polisario. The occupation has 
been backed by the governments of 
the United States, France and Spain, 
with Washington being the leading 
arms and military supplier to the Mo­
roccan regime. Tens of thousands of 
Saharawis fled the Moroccan invasion 
to refugee camps in the Algerian des­
ert, where the bulk of the population 
lives today. Fadel will have returned 
from a recent visit to the camps. The 
Saharawi people fought a war against 
Morocco until 1991 , when both parties 
agreed to a United Nations-brokered 
ceasefire. The Moroccan regime has 
built a massive sand wall to keep the 
Polisario Front out of Moroccan-occu­
pied territory. Today Western Sahara is 
partitioned by this wall, which is 2,400 
kms long and surrounded by barbed 
wire, mines and more than 120,000 
Moroccan troops. Last October, the 
Moroccan government rejected a 
further UN-brokered plan for a refer­
endum, which Polisario had agreed 
to accept. The Saharawi people are 
demanding a referendum on indepen­
dence, and to be able to return to live 
in their country. Kamal Fadel is Polisa­
rio's representative based in Sydney. 

CAREERS ADVISORY 
SERVICE 
Are you a final year student look­
ing for graduate employment in 
2005, or a penultimate year student 
looking for summer internships/ 
Work experience? Our 2004 Gradu­
ate Recruitment Programme can 
Provide you with these opportuni­
ties, so register now on Canterbury 
CareerHub www.canterbury.ac.nz/ 
student/careers and regu­
larly check Jobs and Events/ 
Employer Information Sessions. 

For help with CVs, Interviews 
and job search strategies, 
check CareerHub Events/CAS 
Seminars - be prepared early! 
Also, check your student email 
regularly for recruitment mes­
sages sent to course groups by CAS. 
2004 GRADUATE RECRUITMENT 
PROGRAMME 
Target: Final year students (also 
Summer Internships for pre-final year 
students) 
Employer Information Sessions: 
(Full details on CareerHub Events/ 
Employer Information Sessions) 
Students at all levels of 
study welcome to attend. 
26/5 MWH New Zealand Ltd (Engr); Vo­
dafone (All degrees); 31/5 Camp Coun­
sellor USA (All); 31 /5 Transfield Servic­
es (Engr); 1/6 Opus International (Engr) 
Application closing dates: 
(Full details on CareerHub Jobs) 
30/5 Shell/Shell Todd Oil Services; 16/ 
6 all Engineering Consultancy firms. 
GOT THE WOBBLIES? LOOKING FOR 
SOME DIRECTION WITH YOUR STUD­
IES? NEED YOUR CV CHECKED? 
Whatever your year of study, you can 
come and talk to a Careers Adviser. 
No need for an appointment, our 
drop-in sessions are: Mon, Tues, 
Thurs: 2pm-5pm; Wed & Fri: 9am-12 
noon. Come up and see us - collect 
a free "Guide to Job-hunting" plus 
employer brochures and application 
forms. Careers Advisory Service, 
Level 7, central library Ph: 364 2591 

FOR SALE 
Nokia 7250i Cell Phone 
Grey, Web browsing with full colour 
menus and media rich information, 
Tri-band GSM -will travel almost 
anywhere in the world, integrated 
digital camera, pxtingand texting 
with attached sounds, provoca­
tive colours on a svelte phone, Ja­
vaenabled. Brand new, still in the 
box, never used.Brought for $900 
will sell for $700 ono sms105@stud 
ent.canterbury.ac.nz or 0274 644 007 

DON'T BE A SITTING DUCK ... 
Get involved!. Golden Key still has 
some positions for members avail­
able on the executive committee. 
This is a fun and relaxed environment 
to meet new people and participate 
in worthwhile not for profit events 
for the community. These positions 
are very rewarding and a great way 
to give something back to those in 
need. You will also benefit from the 
skills you will acquire as per the 
position which is great for your C.V. 
For more information on how to 
get involved please visit the Canter­
bury Chapter Golden Key Website. 

MONEY - WANT MORE? 
By now you will have a feel for how 

Classifieds :n Canta are free to students. 
Deadline is midday Friday. Please keep. 

them as brief as possible. Send classifieds 
to: canta@ucsa.canterbury.ac.nz. 

much time is needed to study and 
how easy it is to squander your time! 
Similarly, by the second term, we 
start to get a feel for our finances 
and the challenges associated with 
a student budget. Students who are 
new to managing money may expe­
rience a budget blow-out and crash 
course in dollars and sense, typically 
in the first term of Uni. If this sounds 
like you, don't worry, it's normal! 
Have you experienced any of the 
following? 
• Feel guilty spending money 
• Never have enough money to 
socialise 
• Borrowing money from your friends 
• Can't save money for a rainy day 
• Spend more money than you 
receive 
• Feel under pressure to work at the 
expense of study, to make ends meet 
• Avoid, put off, or pay your bills late 
• Didn't have enough to pay your 
phone/power/rent 
• Feel your spending is out of control 
Learning to budget, manage your 
cash flow, and forecast are im­
portant skills to learn that will 
see you through your lifetime. 
The university holds FREE budget­
ing workshops for students so they 
can refine their money management 
skills. The workshops are designed to 
help students set up a budget work­
sheet and forecast, so they can plan 
ahead. All information is kept private 
and confidential. A student can at­
tend as many workshops, as often 
as they need throughout the year. 
Book yourself into the 
next workshop either by: 
• Emailing jude.palmer@canterbur 
y.ac.nz or go to reception on L7 of 
the central library. For more informa­
tion about the budgeting workshops 
please email Melanie: melanie.lindsa 
y@canterbury.ac.nz. 

UNC SIFE TEAM 
Got computer graphics skills? Help 
us prepare for our National Competi­
tion and get your work seen by NZ 
CEO's! Great job prospecting oppor­
tunity. Free trip to Auckland for tal­
ented student. Please contact Bridget 
021 161 4139 or baf43@student .. . 
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It was extremely cold this morning, but I 
had to get of bed early. I had an interview 
with Emmanuel le Gomez, lead singer of 
Evo lver! I had recently reviewed the 
ba nd 's new EP edin, but being 8:30 in 
the morning, I was not operating to full 
potential and things were slow starting. 
First up I asked Emmanuelle about the 
band 4 Years on the Planet, from which 
Evolver members Tony (drummer) and 
Scott (bassist) bring their tight rhythm 
and great sounds. Emmanuelle said 
the sim ilarities between the two bands 
are the "funk and dub factors that can 
be found embedded in edin" . She 
described 4 Years on the Planet as "a 
really good live band" with "good live 
energy". This is apparently another si­
mi liarty between the two bands, as she 
told me later how energetic the current 
Evolver line-up are with their shows. 

For th ree years Emmanuelle lived in 
London performing and working as a 
singer/songwriter. When she decided 
to come back to New Zealand in 2002 
she attended the last gig of the band 
Evolver, who were about to lose their 
singer to an OE . At the gig she was 
asked by the band members, during 
light conversation, whether she would 
like to come along for a jam. She said 
"I'd love to" and they did and "right 
from the first night it just sounded 
right". The f inal addition to the band's 
current lineup came in 2003 when 
guitarist Phil Patrick joined the band. 

Evolver have been mainly playing in 
their home town Dunedin at Arc Cafe, 
where Emmanuelle is some kind of 
boss (8:30 in the morning!), and at the 
student bar Re:fuel. The band have also 
" played on a barge at Kerry's Bay" to 
3,000 people with a bunch of bands 
including legends, The Chills. Despite 
the fact Dunedin supplies "a limited 
amount of places to play" , Emmanuelle 
said there was no temptation for the 
band to move north to attract larger 
audiences: "I don't see a huge need 
to move north. Dunedin is our home 
and we've managed from here so far." 

On the band's style, Emmanuelle 
made it clear that they were not trying 
to sound like anyone. I did, however, 
get it out of her that their influences 
include Bob Marley and the Wailers, 
No Doubt and The Be,astie Boys. She 
says the songs aren't written to any 
particular formula, and are a prod­
uct of " ... jams in a practice room". 

With a full length album hopefully due 
out some time next year, (and a video on 
the drawing board for the song, Stars) I 
asked Emmanuelle if they were going 
to stick the same sort of sound. Whilst 
she again mentioned that there was 
no formul.a to their music, she assured 
me there was going to be " more ska". 

When I mentioned that I thought the 
edin release lacked ef)ergy, .she-1'etorted, 
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"anyone who believes that should get 
themselves down to an Evolver show! " 

And you can. The band are planning 
shows " in a town near you " starting in 
late June/July. So if you're sick of the ra­
dio and all the Darkness-type crazes, then 
have a listen to this up and coming band 
- you might be pleasantly surprised. 

Evolver 
edin 
Wildside 
Records 
D u n e -
din band 
Evolver 
released 
their de­
but EP 
edin, on 
the third 
day of this month, this month being 
May and New Zealand Music Month, 
which I'm sure is not new to anyone. 
Four of the five tracks on edin were re­
corded late last year, and the other back 
in 2002. The first track, Stars, opens 
with the sound of singer/songwriter 
Emmanuelle Gomez's piano, which 
can be heard throughout all five songs 
on this release . Emmanuelle is joined 
by Tony Dick (drums) and Scott Brown 
(bass) of 4 Years on the Planet fame. The 
quartet is completed with guitarist Phil 
Patrick. Like the first track, the second 
starts with piano. Both tracks seem to 
slowly progress from a chilled, folk rock 
inspired style into a sound that could be 
described as being almost Cranberries 
like. Minerva, the third track, sounds a 
wee bit different to the first two, with 

more of a reggae sound to 
it. The final track, A Bison on 
Grass, would have to be the 
most rock orientated song on 
edin. Like Minerva it features 
a nice sounding, distorted 
bass line, catchy vocals and 
further piano mix. This song 
seems like a nice exten­
sion to the first two. How­
ever, How Could u Let Me Go 
(Swimming), is my personal 
favourite with its reggae dub 
mix that seems to be their 
best effort on the release. 
Overall, a very professional 
sounding product with well­
written and well-performed 
songs. The only downside is 
that they have tried so hard 
with making the songs sound 
good that there is a lack of 
energy. All in all it's definitely 
worth a listen if you want to 
hear some good Kiwi music. 

I BY: Sergiu Chiriaces~III 
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Justin. Eng. 3rd Year 
1. Make decisions on what to do w ith the money 

2. Not really. Very little if any 
3. Not sure - I'm not Catholic 

4. I have no clue! 
5. Bebo Norman - he's a dang good singer 

Joline. Marketing. 2nd Year 
1. Not sure 

2. Yes! (but it was a few years ago) 
3. Don't know 

4. Is it some kind of swearing word? 
5. Orlando Bloom, cos he's da bomb! 

Simon. Zoology. 3rd Year 
1. Theoretically they look out for the interests of the stu­

dent body 
2. Yes! 

3. Ambrosia salad? 
4. Load of rubbish! 

5. Joh n Howard, because we'd want American jokes in 
there 

Rachael. Law. 1st Year & Julia. Law. 1st 
Year 

1. Stuff for people 
2. Yeah 

3. Cleanliness? 
4. Is that the Executive's name? 

5. Orlando Bloom/Stacey - cos they' re hot 
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