






























































COAST
THREATENED

" The decline of the gold and coal industries on the West
Coast brought with it unemployment, stagnation and popula-
tion drift, Coasters are forced into relief jobs in forestry and
roading, and vote-seeking politicans for years have promised

_ Kennecott and Cassiar Corporations plan strip-mining of asbestos in the Red Hills area (see CANTA 4).
— Ataka Corporation of Japan has found enormous deposits of coking coal in the Mt Davy area. Ataka plans to remove yp

a million tonnes of coal yearly by strip-mining.
— The Kaniere gold dredge may be moved into the Grey Valley. Vast deposits of dredge tailings already in the Valley testify

to the destructiveness of dredges in the past.

_ The Punakaiki-Charleston seciton of the Coast Road is being up-graded, irreparably damaging the unique ecology of the

area (see accompanying article).

— The Forest Service continues to clear-fall native bush and forest south of the Grey Valley and plant quick-maturing and

profitable exotics.

— Cascade Exploration Ltd plans to exploit iron oxide deposits in the Cascade area of South Westland.

_ Mines Department officials and local councils propose strip-min
— Government departments plan a Karamea-Collingwood road, along part of the Heaphy Track; allow large

ing of Buller coal

pecting in South Westland; and continue to promote the Westland beech harvest scheme.
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TYPICAL OF THE DAMAGE TUE FORECROOND WAS THCK BUSH

the rejuvenation of the Coast—jobs and money all round.

In the - last few years, foreign corporations undeterred by
the election of a Labour government, have moved into the
Coast with their limitless capital and talk of bonanza. Their
money is available for the development and exploitation of
the Coast’s resources — the Government calls it “regional de-
velopment™.

But not only the foreign capitalist threatens Westland.
Local bureaucrats and businessmen do not shed tears for the
passing of the bush and forest and welcome the tour buses full
of American tourists. The Greymouth—Westport coastal road,
with its beaches, ratas, nikaus, rock formations, caves, blow-
holes and rivers, is a sort of last frontier in New Zealand. The
power lines end at Punakaiki and from there on only the most
enthusiastic residents survive. The magnificence of the country-
side and the cheapness of the land has attracted the improvised
weekend- baches of the locals and many communes.

Only two sections of the Coast road remain unsealed, one
at White Horse hill, the other at Meybille Bay. Each section is
about three miles long, and a few miles each side of Fox River.
For over a year, now, upgrading work on the White Horse sec-
tion has been under way. When this is finished, work will begin
at Meybille Bay. It might look as though the White Horse area
has been hit by a bombing blitz, but in fact the enemies, as in
so many other places on the Coast, are men and bulldozers.
Spoil from the roadworks has been bulldozed straight over
banks and cliffs, reaching from roadside to beach. Some parts
of the road have been cleared wide enough for a six lane high-
way—for no apparent reason other than to provide parking
space for roading equipment. Where the old road circled ridges,
the new road ploughs straight through the middle, and the
autumn rains have brought many slips down the newly-exposed
banks on which dying rimus teeter. In a half-hearted attempt
to hold the banks, locus major, a fast-spreading weed, has been
planted. It doesn’t work. What was once a rocky stream is
now a straight-as-an-arrow concrete-sided ditch. On the flat
areas on the beach below White Horse Hill, rock and clay spoil
has been bulldozed from the side of the road out to the high-
water mark.
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0N TOP OF WHTE HORSE HILL

Last September, residents at the Fox River community be-
gan circulating a petition calling on the Ministry of Works and
the works contractors, Avery Brothers of Westport, to remove
the spoil from the area. The Mayor of Westport (Mr W.A. Crad-
dock) said “it would be ridiculous to take notice of a small

number of hippies who have only been in the area a few years”.

| once left for a while our dear old Greymouth,
| wandered south then up north as well,

| saw the hippies all run wild in Auckland

And milk-bar cowboys raising holy hell.

They say that we are slow and not progressive;
Still | think we're better off than they,
For we've no cowboys, idy Boys or Hippies,
We hunt them smartly right away from Grey.

— Paddy Blanchfield, M.P.

Craddock said one of the r yns for the upgrading was for
easier transportation of hospital patients to Grey mouth. “And
I would put life before beauty any day.” He said no harm

would be done by the dumping of spoil at Meybille Bay be-

cause of “rapid regeneration and the erosive aciton of the sea”.

In any case, Craddock said, part of the bay was solid rock on
which nothing would grow.

In a letter to the Christchurch Press last October, one of
the petitioners, Brian Weston of Fox River, said that mature
rimu trees and nikau palms take fifty to a hundred years to
regenerate. “Unique nikau palm association at Meybille Bay

is easily seen from the road. If increasing tourism is the aim of

making roads more comfortable to drive on, then scenery

should have high priority. Upgrading and sealing will only mar-

ginally improve travelling time for ambulances. Perhaps what
we need is a motorway.”

But for the sealing,t he work at White Horse Hill appears to

NEYBILLE BAY

be virtually completed, and the petitioners believe the real

struggle will begin with Meybille Bay. The Nature Conservation
Council has warned about the dumping of spoil, and the Minis-

try of the Environment has hinted that an environmental im-
pact report may be called for before the work can begin.

But the Buller County Council, the District Roads Council

and Westland M.P., Paddy Blanchfield, remain determined to
continue with the work. Blanchfield, writing in the Christ-

church Press recently spoke of the original road being formed

by horses, drays and wheelbarrows. “Spoil was then pushed
over cliffs and not carried away as preservationists advocate

today. The road was carved through bush and rock with regen-

eration occurring quickly.” In fact, the original road did not
follow the Meybille Bay route, but turned inland at Bullock
Creek (some miles south) and returned to the coast at Fox
River. There is no sign of regeneration at White Horse Hill

— in fact the new slides of clay and rock erode a little more
with each rain-storm.
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IMPROVISED BACHES SUCH ASTHS ABIUID ALON & TUE COAST ROR)

_ bach owners, who for many years have paid rates to the
County are now being ordered out “with no consideration or
compensation”. Mr Ross MacRae, a White Horse Hill resident,
did not accept the council’s reasoning that the baches restricted
access to beaches and that the baches were ‘“‘eyesores”.

It is likely that the Association will nominate a candidate
for this year’s election for the Buller County Council. The
Council has proposed that “villages” should be set up to re-
place the baches. Bach owners, however, are not rich people,
and could not afford a section of sub-divided land, let alone
the present cost of building a bach up to the standards the

THHS AREA, AROUT THREE TMES THE wWIOTH OFTHE
ROAD [TSELF, HAS BEEN IVEXPLICABLY FLATISVER
Council requires. ﬁesides, the very idea of the coastal baches
is to avoid the “village” concept. Nor do residents wish to have
tourist-type artificial villages in the area.

The contradictions in the statements of the road advocates
are obvious — the baches are considered “eyesores”, the scenic
destruction isn’t. People live in the baches, but a winding metal
road is of just as much use to them as a straight, sealed highway.
Blanchfield says the finished road “will prove an even more
delightful scenic drive than before”. In his letter to the “Press”
Brian Weston said that the Fox River residents believe a case
could be made for some roadworks. “All we ask is that spoil
be removed from some areas to lessen damage to the bush and
beaches, but it appears that once again comfort and material-
istic economic expediency will come before preservation of
dwindling areas of our scenic heritage,” Weston wrote.

-scale mineral pros

The Buller County Council has also announced plans to re-
move all baches on the foreshore reserve and road reserve be-
tween Punakaiki and Charleston. The baches, some improvised,
some permanently constructed, are a part of the Coast’s charac-
ter, and house some of the Coast’s characters. The council con-
siders the baches “eyesores”. Present leases for the land on
which the baches have been built will not be renewed when
they expire in 1981.

Corrugated iron is just the thing
For gate and roof and fence,
But dash it all it's not the thing
To erect for travelling gents!

These convenience monstrosities
Stand out like an Alkie’s nose
They despoil the glades and dells,
Where the crimson rata grows.
— Paddy Blanchfield M.P.
Residents and bach owners in the Charleston Riding area
recently held a meeting attended by about forty locals to form
a Ratepayers’ Association. The meeting expressed concern
about several points.
_ road alteration which results in unnecessary destruction of
native flora and scenery,
— unnecessary harassment and intrustion into privacy of in-
dividuals by .Bul]er County officers in their inspections (the
Fox River Community was recently “raided” by County inspec-
tors, who entered every building, taking photographs and
notes),
— demands by the Council that all new dwellings have septic
tanks. The meeting heard suggestions for non-polluting
* ethods of waste disposal.
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RIETHMOLLER

“Tue Cace"

Neil Riethmuller, a Canterbury University student
who was convicted of arson last August following the
burning of the U.S. Consulate in Christchurch, and who
is currently serving a 4-year prison term at Paparua
Prison, was recently sentenced to 28 days ‘“loss of privi-
leges”” by a visiting Magistrate (Mr Crutchley) at the
prison. Riethmuller was charged with having “‘falsely
and maliciously slandered a warder”” by alleging that he
had a “‘shady past”. The allegation was made by Rieth-
muller in a letter to a friend. The letter never left the
jail. Riethmuller did not have a right of appeal against

‘Crutchley’s decision, which was passed without com-

ment.
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“Loss of privileges’” meant that Riethmuller spent
28 days in the tough west wing of Paparua. Visiting
time was restricted to half an hour per week in a steel-
bar and heavy mesh enclosed area at the end of the cell-
block. This area is referred to by the prison guards as
“the cage’’. He was not allowed fresh fruit, and his move:
ments inside the prison were restricted. He is now back
on full privileges. -
PAROLE REFUSED

Margaret Matheson, another student, convicted at
the same time as Riethmuller and sent to jail for three
years, was refused parole by the Parole Board last
month. When she was sentenced, Justice MacArthur
recommended her for parole ‘‘at the earliest possible
time”, The Parole Board sits again in September.
PRISONERS’ PAY CUT

CANTA learned last week that the Justice Depart-
Ment has a policy of reducing the pay of prisoners who
do extra-mural university courses. Normal prisoners’ pay
s48c a day. Of this, the prisoner receives two-fifths
f’snd the rest is placed in his welfare account until his re-
tase. However prisoners who study instead of working
are paid only 40c a day. An ounce of tobacco costs 8c
nthe prison canteen. Tobacco is the prison currency.

Once again the annals of the University Swimming and
Water Polo Club will reverberate with the deeds and misdeeds
of its members at Easter Tournament. With many of its more
established members choosing the cheaper sanctity of the Can-
terbury University Libraries, the Club was represented by a
largely young and innocent crew in its trip north among the
pig-islanders,

Auckland University appears to have an inherent inability
to organise—several nights on the luxurious floor of the Stu-
dents’ Association Common Room will testify to that. Never
mind: the weather was tremendous. (Perhaps the sun shrivels
up their brains). And there was this green slime on the bottom
of the swimming pool too. ..

For the first time in recent years Otago’s stranglehold on
University Swimming was broken, largely by the efforts of
Games representative Brent Lewis, who has undertaken to
present a written report on the necessary benefits of an Easter
Tournament in interrupting a training programme. |f the
swimming was successful, from our point of view, the water
polo was not. Victoria, with the help of an unidentified rugby
player, beat us in the first game — our first loss for two years —
and as there was only one other team, Auckland, officially
competing, there was not much at stake after that. Just for the
record, we thrashed Auckland (in a close game). Our gum-
booted mates from Lincoln and Massey lost some of their play-
ers along the way and so provided invitation teams for the
three big guns to play against. And then there was Melbourne
University who sent over an expeditionary force in the form of
the Long Range Desert Water Polo Group, and provided good
competition and oh so subtle entertainemnt—especially at the
dinner. And then again, there was this bloke from the N.Z,
Water Polo team, Peter Hay, who might have come in handy
for us; but he broke his toe trying to kick a motor-bike to
death (that's not how he tells it) and was forced to stay out

of the water. Toes are extremely vital to water polo, you know.

Anyway, to the results (swimming first) :

100 m. men’s breaststroke : B. Lewis 1st
200 m, men’s breaststroke : B. Lewis 1st
200 m. men’s medley : B. Lewis 1st

: S. Johnston 1st

: 8. Johnston 2nd

: W. Millward 3rd

: Canterbury A 2nd
Canterbury B 3rd

4x50 m. men’s medley relay : 3rd

100 m. men's backstroke
200 m. men’s backstroke
400 m. men’s freestyle

4x50 m. men'’s freestyle relay

200 m women's freestyle : G. Smith 2nd
J. Kear 3rd

200 m. women's mediey : G. Smith 3rd
4x50 m. women's freestyle relay : 2nd

4x50 m. women’s medley relay s 209

Water Polo:
vs. Victoria : lost
vs. Auckland : won

2nd in Championship.

vs. Melbourne  : lost

. vs. Massey invitation : lost

vs. Lincoln all-stars : won,

G. Stephens, S. Johnston, and L, Jago played in an in-
vitation side against North Island Universities; and Stephens
and Johnston went on to play in the N.Z. Universities side
against Melbourne. In a close game NZU lost 4:5.

A NZ Universities team of 11, and 2 reserves, was named
to play in the N.Z. Championships next February. Canterbury’s
reps. in the team were: P, Hay and G. Stephens, with S. John-
ston a reserve.

Easter Tournament next year will probably be in Christ-
church. With the N.Z. Universities Swimming Council now
resident here, and with facilities at hand, it should make for a
successful event, All it needs is the people with the proverbial
clues to run it.

So as the sun sinks in the west (or east: please yourself)
and as the brass monkeys make for the banana trees, think on
it, little web-footed friends; think on it,

go where the food’s
beautifully prepared
and sensibly priced
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* WHAT is it then? — A hairstyling salon for
men and women . . .,
* WHERE is it then? — Top Floor, llam

Studass.
* WHEN can | go then? — Between 10 am—
4 p.m.

* WHY the hell should | go? — Because Judy's
the best there is

FRINGE CUT 15¢
cuT 75¢
CUT AND SET $2.50c "
LIGHT TRIM 40c
SHAMPOO/CUT  $1.25¢
SHAMPOO 80c

PERMS — STREAKS — RINSES and COMB-

TOO

A Bookmg 'Essenual

P.S. Ring 71-649 and ask for extension 429
for an appointment or just drop in.
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When most people think of the Security Intelligence
Service, they think of its Director, Brigadier Gilbert, and
its national HQ, that formidable structure topped with
barbed wire at 175 Taranaki St., Wellington. Less is
known about their activities outside Wellington, however,
and not much attention has been focussed on the Christ-
church branch.
Many people may be surprised to know that there
is an SIS branch in Christchurch. They’re a rather elusive
organisation. '
You can find them listed in the phone book under
government departments— the number is 79-887 — but
there’s no address listed. (Isn’t that coy.) They have a
P.0O. box at the Central Post Office, but it’s not listed
publicly—the number is P.O. Box 2654. You would also
have to know that the name on the box, A.R. Grant, is
the name of the last regional director of the S.I.S.(Accor-
ding to reliable sources, somebody has written “MI 5 on
the box, so they can’t be that inconspicuous). But a
phone number and a P.O. box number are no comfort to
the amateur sleuth. Rest at ease, CANTA has tracked the
villains down.
All of you who collected your bursary cheques and
rushed off to deposit them in the Post Office Savings
Bank went right past it. To all intents and purposes the
Guardian Royal Exchange Assurance building at 81-83
Hereford St. looks like any other office building in
Christchurch. Nothing to worry about there. Look at the
board in the main ground floor foyer and you won’t see
any Security Intelligence Service listed. When you look
for the occupants of the 5th floor, you'’ll find the respec-
table firm of Papprill, Frampton and Hadfield listed.
Take the lift or stairs up to the 5th floor—when you ar-
rive you'll find yourself facing the door of the aforesaid
Papprill, Frampton and Hadfield. Forget about them and
turn to the right. There you face 2 locked doors and a
locked slide in the wall. There’s nothing to indicate who
or what is behind the locked doors and blank walls.
There’s simply a bell and a sign saying “Ring for Atten-
tion”. (The same as at 175 Taranaki St.) — This is it,
folks. The building is new and the S.1.S. has only been on
the 5th floor, subletting from Papprill, Frampton and
Hadfield, since late 1972. Appropriately enough, they’re
very conscious of security—the bill for alarms alone came
to over $1000. Occasionally their insistence for locking
doors gets them into trouble — they locked themselves
out recently and had to remove part of the ceiling to get
back in. When they saw how easy it was to get in that
way, they reinforced the ceiling.

Right, you’re poised outside, about to ring for at-
tention. But who do you ask for? You could ask to
speak to Brigadier Gilbert but the odds are against him
being there. (On one of his recent visits the poor fellow
got flushed out in the fire drill). You could ask to speak
to Mr A.R.Grant, but he’s no longer the regional director.
He moved on last year after many years in the job (and a
career as a Special Branch policeman before that.) No,
there’s a new man on the job, sent down from Wellington
late last year. His name is Mr A.E.V. Lane. So you ring
the bell and 2 woman office worker unlocks the unusually
thick slide to a peephole width. You ask to see Mr Lane.

il
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Mr Llane — A pra@ile shot .
CANTA did just that recently. The woman went
back into the office on her right through yet another
locked door, and after several minutes the very same Mr
Lane came out. He unlocked the door out into the pub-

ped out CANTA took his photo—Mr Lane reacted in
classic fashion and threw his arms up over his face and

him however and he came back out, after we agreed not
to take any more photos. So CANTA spent well over an

lic foyer and stepped out to meet us. As soon as he step-

started to beat a hasty retreat. Curiosity got the better of

BIGBROTHERIS ALIVE & WELL
EREFORD ST

"

This man hiding his #5ce is ArAEU. Lang., heed of the Security Intelligence Senvice in Chth.

*

hour talking to Mr A.E.V. Lane, the regional director of
the S.I.S. in Christchurch. Mr Lane looks like your aver-
age middle-aged public servant—he doesn’t look like a spy
at all. (He returned the compliment by telling us that

we looked “almost human™.) The first part of the dis-
cussion was in the foyer, but Mr Lane seemed rather
edgy so he invited us into a bare waiting room with
chairs, a coffee table (with “Time” and “Truth” available)
and a reassuring view of the police station. The door into
the inner office remained firmly locked and Mr Lane
never moved far from it.

CANTA almost took pity on the poor man—he
explained many times that he was only the temporary
regional director, having taken over from Alan Grant. He
was just trying to do a job in a quiet, unobtrusive way,
he said. The reason why they didn’t advertise where they
are is because *“‘we can’t want to work with our critics on
our backs, it’s unsettling to the women office workers—
we had a brick through the window in Wellington, you
know”. He suggested we write to Brigadier Gilbert or to
Mr Kirk, the Minister in Charge of the Security Intel-
ligence Service and send a written list of questions. He
couldn’t give us an interview because the S.I.S. doesn’t
delegate authority in matters like this— Why? Because
of the delicacy of the situation and the fact that there
has been controversy in the past, he explained. He
couldn’t tell us anything about the Service because of
the Official Secrets Act, nor would he tell us anything
about himself or his past, because he prefers to work
quietly and unobtrusively. He couldn’t reveal the names
or number of staff in Christchurch, although not deny-
ing that they are known as S.I.S. members because they’re
working with the public. If the Service was approached
and asked about membership in normal circumstances, it
would answer “but you fellows are looking for a disclosure
(Not that I’'m suggesting that you’re irresponsible”) “Be-
cause of the Act we can neither confirm nor deny claims
about us—there’s been lists published and a lot of it has
been wrong.” He mentioned COCK in this context.

Mr Lane said that since 1969 things had gone
sweetly for the S.I.S. He claimed the Security Intelligence
Service Act was the reason for this. There is now a Secur-
ity Appeals structure, but he agreed that it only covers
the possible detrimental effects on a person’s career, not
the S.I.S. activities involved in the case. He couldn’t
comment on any S.1.S. activities in the universities, ex-
cept to say that the Godfrey case had cleared all that up
(the activities of S.I.S. agent David Godfrey at Auckland
University in 1966 prompted national uproar), and that
Devon B iggs, the S.I.S. agent uncovered at Victoria
University in 1972 was not working in the university but
was simply a graduate (“like a lot of our members”). On
phone tapping he said “Boy, you can take my word for
it that there’s no phone tapping in New Zealand by the
Service. The Prime Minister has given that assurance and
you should accept his word for it.” When referred to the
case last year of Auckland police tapping the phone of
one of their own detectives, he said this was simply a mat-
ter involving individuals, although agreeing that it did in-

=i

volve the biggest police branch in the country. He didn’t

give such a categorical assurance on electronic surveillance [
|

and bugging, referring us to Wellington. When referred
to the bugs found in various Auckland premises used by
the Communist Party in 1960 and 1966, (story and pic-
tures in CANTA 5)— he said “How do we know they
didn’t make it up?”

He said Wellington would probably answer our
questions on S.L.S. links with overseas intelligence agen-
cies (Former CIA Director Richard Helms flew into
Christchurch on his own jet in July 1972. He met Briga-

dier Gilbert at the airport and they flew to the Hermit- |
age for talks). Mr Lane said the situation here is quite ¢

different from that in Australia where Attorney-Genera
Lionel Murphy led a raiding party of Commonwealth
police into the Melbourne HQ of the Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation last year. Lane erroneously
stated however that the problem had arisen because
Murphy had been denied ASIO information whilst in
Opposition. (Murphy was denied ASIO info, when he
became Attorney-General). He confirmed that the S.LS.
doesn’t advertise for staff. Whilst not being able to con
ment on the Service’s function, he did say that a lot of
their time is taken up in vetting applicants for Goven-
ment jobs, involving travel around the South Island.
Wellington would probably answer our questions on the
vetting procedure. (Given a hypothetical example, Lane
said that membership of the CPNZ in the 1930s,
probably wouldn’t affect the matter.)

“Every country, East or West, has got a Service . ..
We only try to do a job quietly and unobtrusively . . .
You’d have to write to the Prime Minister of the Direc-
tor about that . . . We can’t comment on anything to do
with the Service under the Act — Wellington will prob-
ably answer your questions if they’re reasopable and try
to give a fair picture of the Service” — these were the
points our discussion revolved around. Lane was as
chummy as possible — “it’s good to see you blokes”. He
said to CANTA Editor Murray Horton ““Aren’t you the
qne who was in trouble recently, fined about the
bombs?” (Perhaps that’s indicative of the accuracy ot
the S.I.S.’s information.) “We live in a democratic soclé:
ty. Some people who protest think we’re interested i
them.” He couldn’t have been nicer, shaking hands all
round and ushering his uninvited guests out.

So much for the non-interview. Lane is probably
congratulating himself that he remembered his interro
gation/torture training and gave nothing away. Nobody
expected him to. CANTA will write to Gilbert and Kitk: 1
sending a list of questions, and requesting an intervie¥ W
an S.I.S. spokesmen, preferably Lane (he said it was
unlikely we would get to interview him, suggesting all 1k
vant information is in Hansard, and other publications -
most of them several years old.) Lane’s last words Wer®
that he hoped that we didn’t intend reviving the cont/”
versy about the S.I.S.

Next time you’re strolling down Hereford St.,
pop in to see Mr Lane and his merry crew. They’ll b¢
only too happy to see you.
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