




































Letters 
LETIBR OF THE WEEK 

0~5-
The anti-corporate message is at the 
forefront of CANTA this week. For 
this reason, 'the Anti-Christian' has 
finally won the prize for Letter of the 
Week. Corne up to CANTA to col-
lect your $30 UBS voucher, you athe-
ist. 
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I cannot believe that the majority of 
people in this society seem content 
to maintain the status quo. Most 
achieve their education and endeav-
our to provide themselves with the 
material possessions which they be-
lieve will bring them happiness and 
further their quest for self-actualisa-
tion. We are all consumers of prod-
ucts and commodities, which are cre-
ated by those people, who control 
production. It follows then that pro-
ducers create markets for their com-
modities. Hence the 'beauty myth', 
as just one example. Nearly all of the 
money in the world is in the hands of 
a very small percentage of people. IJ:1 
order to maintain powerful positions 
they control society through institu-
tions such as the government, law 
enforcement agencies, and indeed the 
law itself. The sayings 'money talks' 
and 'power corrupts' do indeed have 
substance. Or are yuu naive enough 
to think we really do live in a true 
democracy? Communism has now 
been laid to rest as an attainable ide-
ology. Democracy, however, which 
in its purest form like communism, 
would have created nirvana, is just 
not feasible for us as a species. In re-
ality we live in an imperialistic dic-
tatorship manipulated by the wealthy. 
Guy Fawkes had the right idea- he 

G 
just targeted the wrong people. 

6 The Anti-Christian 
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I am not sure if universities overseas 
are judged by the quality of their stu-
dent magazine, but I would think it 
may be a measure of how students 
value themselves and their university. 
Sadly in recent years CANTA has 
been a demeaning missile that re-
flects poorly on the University and 
students. It certainly has not been rep-
resentative of student standards and 
interests. 
Thank goodness 1997 is changing all 
that and CANTA is looking up and 
getting to be more acceptable to its 
members. 
Congratulations Editor. 

Gerald Hunt 
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Dear Dare! Hall 

Your glib response to Ms Agnew's 
letter in CANTA Issue 4 was mis-
leading on a number of issues. 
1. "Pakeha" refers to all non-Maori. 
"Half of me is Dutch" implies that 
some or all of the other half is Maori. 
If you have Maori descent, say so. 
2. If you refer to extended whanau 
and/or whangai, you and I have had 
a number of conversations-about 
these issues. 
3. Your genealogy aside, Ms Agnew 
was also talking about men. 
4. You did raise the analogy of un-
derwear and Te Akatoki's budget in 
the Exec meeting. Your statement 
brought guffaws from certain mem-
bers of the executive. Three people 
from Te Akatoki and the Editor of 
CANTA recall your comments and 
the ill-feeling created. Why this does 
not appear in the minutes can only 
be laid at the feet of the person tak-
ing the record. 
5. Paraphrasing Ms Chisholm mis-
represents her. By introducing her in 
the last part of your letter you imply 
that all is well and your comments 
forgotten. That is deliberately mis-

leading. 
6. Ms Agnew's letter highlighted an 
important issue. The analogy about 
Pakeha males being responsible for 
Mr Chaprnan's actions underscores 
the inconsistency that people like you 
perpetuate. Namely, if one Maori in-
dividual does something wrong we 
are all-guilty by racial association. 
7. Lastly, if this is your attempt at 
humour please keep your jokes to 
those who find them amusing. 

Anna Sutton 

Dear Anna 

If glib means factual, by all means 
call me glib. I will not get into a pub-
lic debate with you or Te Akatoki 
because the level of vilification I can 
expect from those who bother to con-
tribute to our public forums 
(CANTA, rdu) makes it unhealthy to 
do so. As always I remain open to 
discussion about controversial mat-
ters with you in private. 

Dare! Hall 
UCSA Finance Officer 
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Abortion and VSM are both complex 
issues. They deserve a deeper con-
sideration than that given them by 
Madeleine Richards and Matthew 
Flannagan in their attack on WECA 
(Women's Education Coalition 
Aotearoa) in Canta Issue 3. 
Madeleine and Matthew are anti-
abortion and pro-VSM. Their attempt 
to discredit WECA is actually an un-
gainly and inaccurate attempt to pub-
licise their views. 
They say that WECA has an abor-
tion on demand statement in its con· 
stitution. Wrong. WECA has no con-
stitution as yet and is in the process 
of considering a araft. Madeleine was 
part of this process at the last WECA 

conference where she, along with 
WECA reps from all campuses and 
a group of women initially there to 
prevent an anti-abortion protest, de-
cided to take the issue back to cam-
puses and to devote an entire session 
to it at the next conference. 
This process, combined with the draft 
constitutional provision that WECA 
review its constitution annually, dem-
onstrates that WECA is concerned 
'for the religious and moral sensitivi-
ties of the many students it claims to 
represent'. This is more than can be 
said for the Waikato Students' Un-
ion which has recently dumped 
Richards and Flannagan, whose 
views are perhaps perceived as 
unmarketable in their build-up to 
VSM. 
Madeleine and Matthew should leave 
WECA alone and be more upfront 
in the way they promote their own 
views. 

K.Windelov 
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Your article on Raves in Canta Issue 
4 ('Slave to the Rave') seems to ad-
vocate the use of LSD and Ecstasy. I 
believe in freedom of choice, but 
choice should be informed. So here 

are some facts about LSD that your 
dealer will never tell you: 
- It can cause liver and heart failure, 
even in fit individuals. 
- It can induce epilepsy and psycho-
sis, sometimes without recovery. 
- It can cause panic attacks and anxi-
ety. 
- It can cause a permanent chang~ in 
personality and thought processes. 
Often these changes are repugnant to 
the individual, but he/she has no men-
tal defence against thinking these 
thoughts, as their defence i~ degraded 
by LSD use. 
- You can hallucinate, seeing things 
you don't want to, sometimes in 
flashbacks that occur ~onths ~r years 
after the original trip. 
- The flashback may be bad, even if 
the original trip was not. 
- LSD is often cut with things, even 
~oisons, and can make you very ill, 
causing death in some extreme cases. 
- The effects can last for up to 12 
hours, so if you're having a bad trip, 
you're stuck in it for a long time. 
- If you're feeling down, or angry, 
LSD will exacerbate these feelings, 
making them worse. 
So if you want to take drugs, it's your 
choice, but be aware these effects can 
and do happen. 

John Vosburgh 
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Dear David Frame, 
You do appear to be a rather angry 
little man. Your article in Issue Four 
of CANTA was rather tedious, but I 
did feel compelled to take exception 
on one point. 
Your assertion that academics should 
take a .stand against, or be hostile to 
' really dumb' or 'cranky' ideas filled 
me with amazement. If you own, or 
more possibly can borrow a diction-
ary, open to the word 'academic', and 
you might just read something like 
'of purely theoretical or speculative 
interest' (Collins English Diction-
ary). 
Now if the theories on Chaos, and 
speculations about the uses of phase 
space weren't initially (and perhaps 
still aren't) regarded as cranky, what 
is? The idea you could split an atom 
was pretty dumb, until someone did 
it. 
As for 'metaphysical bullshit', well, 
besides pissing off the entire Phi loso-
ph y department, just because you 

• cannot empirically test something, do 
you really go out of your way to 
stomp on it? 

Continued Over 

Courses held every Thursday evening 
at the R~·Centre, 6.30pm c---, ...... 

For bookings or more infomation call 

. . 366-8944 0~" 
Christchurch Parachute School 



Letters 
What a cranky thing to do. 

Campbell A. 

FRAME MAKES MORE FRIENDS 

Has Dave Frame disproved the ex-
istence of God? 
His article in last week's CANTA 
( 'Cranks Deserve a Flogging') set out 
to stomp on poor, misguided Paul 
from the Christian Union, but ended 
up giving yet more evidence of the 
unreasonable hostility of him and his 
like (who are unfortunately predomi-
nant at Universities) to ideas outside 
of their own experience and under-
standing. 
Of course it is 'disingenuous and ir-
responsible' to give equal weighting 
to ideas with no reasoned evidence 
behind them. But to say this about a 
question as complex and compelling 
as the existence of God, as Dave 
seems to, is to do a grave disservice 
to your own attempt at a reasoned 
perspective. 
Dave has easily dismissed the hoary 
old literal seven-day Creation argu-
ment. Why not take on something a 
bit more challenging, Dave? Like the 
issue of much larger importance 
when dealing with the creation ac-
counts - that they present an argument 
for meaningful human existence be-
yond eating, sleeping and drinking. 
Universities should exist to 'provide 
anti-bodies to cranky ideas, bad wis-
dom and myths', but to mistakenly 
assume that you can do so without 
rigorous testing of both sides of the 
argument leaves your position noth-
ing short of ' intellectually 
unsustainable' . 

Chris and Justin 

PARKING BUILDING NOW! 

The view of Ben Harvey (CANTA, 

number of carparks' and thereby en-
couraging the use of pushbikes,. flies 
in the face of reason in an increas-
ingly mobile society. Many students 
need to drive to University, and not 
just for reasons of distance. Many, I 
suggest, also prefer to arrive in rea-
sonable time, warm and dry. The 
sooner the University accepts this and 
provides ample parking facilities the 
better. The latest 'solution' to the 
probiem, the remodelling of the Arts 
carparks, has done little to alleviate 
the situation. If the University were 
to apply the same 'logic' to increased 
student numbers as they have to 
carparking, we would be sitting in 
smaller seats in the same lecture thea-
tres as 10 years ago, rather than the 
comfortable new buildings. The 
sooner there is a car parking build-
ing on campus the better. Maybe the 
UCSA would like to invest in it? 
There is a far better chance of US 
seeing OUR money again than 
putting it into (the rather aptly 
named) Channel Zero. 

Glenn Murphy 

CARPARKS AND SPRINGY 
THINGS 

The theme of this year seems to be 
carparks or the lack thereof so I'll 
share my idea. It isn't the most PC of 
ideas because it involves making 
more carparks rather than encourag-
ing people to leave their vehicles at 
home but it doesn't involve cutting 
down any more trees. 

GMarch 19) that 'the University has a 
8moral obligation to supply a limited. 

I suggest we take a building that was 
already planned and tack on a few 
extra floors of parking underneath the 
office space - something like the ex-
RJI building opposite Victoria 
Square. Thus a planned eight storey 
building might become a ten storey 
building. A few more bits of concrete 
shouldn't add too much to the cost 
of the building, unlike making a 
brand new parking building from 
scratch. 

Buildings seem to spring up like 
springy things on campus, so a par-
tially constructed one shouldn't be 
too hard to find. 

Richard K Derham 

UCSA RUNNING AN 
AMUSEMENT PARK? 

I am a 32 year old student. I don't go 
to Orientation Week, I don't listen to 
rdu and I seldom eat in the cafe. But 
I have to pay a compulsory fee every 
year to your organisation and get ut-
terly fed up when I read that you ex-
pected to spend $300 000 (!)on a TV 
station. Who is going to benefit from 
it? As I see it, it's just "empire build-
ing" for a group of student politicians 
who, in my view, are unaccountable. 
Every day, I have to spend at least 25 
minutes to find a parking place. Also, 
as a woman I hesitate to spend time 
on campus after dark. 
There are heaps of other serious, eve-
ryday questions I think UCSA should 
spend more time on. They should 
stop acting like they are running an 
amusement park. Grow up! 

A.E.A 

What's On 
Things happening in big 
dark rooms with 
strangers: 

Pippi Longstocking @ Ngaio 
Marsh Theatre 
That saucy young vagabond, heaven 
help us. Revisit your early feminist 
role-models. Brought to you by the 
Little Youth Co. 
TODAY, April 3, 7pm 
April 4, 5pm and 8pm 
$11 for adults, $5 for children 

subURB @ Repertory Theatre 
Until April 5, 8pm 
Tickets $20, Concessions $15, Stu-
dents $12 
We've all seen it and liked it. So you 
should go. QED. 

Notices 
Mod Squad AGM 

Thursday April 10 6.30pm Lower 
Common Room 

Youthline 

If you are between 18-30 and are 
interested in volunteer telephone 
counselling please call 379 4794 
and leave a message. Enquiries 
close April 9. 

SNOWBOARDERS 

AGM, Lower Common Room, 
Tuesday, April 8. 

UNDERWATER HOCKEY 

~u;ent pool sessions at QEII : Sun 
pm, Mon 7 - 1 0pm (League 

night), Wed 7-9pm (Beginners -

Moving Pictures: 

Star Wars: The Special Edition 
@ Hoyts 8 and Hoyts 6. 
That I should live to see the day. Big 
screen, space ships, gravity defiant 
hair; just like I remembered. 

The English Patient@ Regent on 
Worcester and Rialto. 
CANTA liked it before it won the 
Oscars, remember. 

Lost Highway @ Rialto 
David Lynch could do with a lie down 
and an aspirin. 

'I'm Washing my Hair' 
ie, Events to be Sure 
and Miss: 

April 2-May 14) 
Coming Events : SI Champs, 
Invercargill May 17. 
Winter Tourney Massey Aug 31-
Sept 3. 
Anyone interested in playing in 
the tournaments or in the club 
sessions see the notice board in 
UCSA building or contact Mark 
at email: 
faheymj@cad .canterbury.ac.nz or 
Tristan email : 
tkr15@cad.canterbury.ac.nz 

FOR SALE -TYPEWRITER/WP 

Brother WP-800MDS, plus own-
er's manual, software, spare box of 
3.5" disks. Still under warranty 
(transferable) . Cost $500, selling 
$249 ono; cash preferred. Can be 
used for straight typing, attractive 
Daisy wheel typeface_ Software 
options too numerous to mention. 
Ph. 342 9126. 

'A Very Brady Sequel' @ Hoyts 8 
and Hoyts 6 
They're back. And this time they 
crawl through the screen and suck 
your brains out through your eye 
sockets. Don 't go, now we've ruined 
the ending. 

Winter 
Coming soon to the atmosphere 
around you . Rain , wind, frost and 
possibly, the headliner, snow. You 'll 
notice on day time soap operas it is 
always sunny. Bask in the TV radia-
tion and forget your heating bills. 

Cath Soc 

All are welcome to attend the 
AGM, Rochester and Rutherford 
Hall, Sunday April 6, 7.45pm. 

HELP! 

Recipes needed for Low Cost 
Budget Recipe book for students in 
flats and on low incomes. I'd like 
recipes from staff or students. Send 
them to Eileen at Fees, Loans and 
Allowances, Level 2, Registry, or 
deliver to Budget Advisor, 'C' lec-
ture block, south end. Please hand G 
in before April 18. 39 
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