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"Econon1ic Uncertainty" Limits 
Bloclc Grants 

Little prov1s1on for academic expansion or new developments is contained 

within the block grants for the University for the four years beginning on 1 

April next and ending on 31 March 1980. 

The chairman of the Uni•Jersity Grants Committee (Sir Alan Danks) says 

the grants have been approved in the present climate of economic uncertainty 

in the conviction that the procedures for orderly planning and budgeting in 

the universities require that they should know what their incomes will be. But 

it must be accepted that "compelling circumstances" might arise to make a 

review of the grants necessary. 

The U.G .C. considers that wants 

should be sufficient to absorb sub 

stantial cost increases expected within 

the next few months, but it m ight take 

up the possibility of additions to the 

grants if the financial circumstances of 

the universities by 1978 or 1979 have 

been seriously affected. 

The grants have been calculated on 

current rates of salaries and waqes, with 

provision made for the estimated cost of 

increases under negoti a ti o n in thP. State 

services or likely to be determined by the 

Higher Salaries Commission be t,~r cl 1 April 

1976. Except for an adjustm cln t in the 

grants to 31 March 1976 to 1;1~e t the 

cost of the salary increases u nd er negotia

tion, there will be no furth er increases in the 

grants during the 1975-76 yea r . 

Other points made by Sir Alan were: 

Provision is made for two new items of 

expenditure reimbursement of st.:iff 

for certain items of expenditure (s ee Page 

2) and payment of some of th;, costs in 

curred by students in certain r.ostly courses. 

The U.G .C. recommends that ror the latter 

the universities work out appropriate leve ls 

of assistance to come into GPdr.1t1o n ne xt 

year. Only courses in whic h costs above 

normal are the direct res11lt o f ;ic;:id em1c 

requirements should attract sup po rt . ·r1ie 

supply of books to stucl ll nts sho uld not ~)e 

included and "it has not been e nvisaged that 

there will be systematic changes in syllab 

uses which will involve additional field work 

or the use at further materials." 

The grants include provision for expend

iture at an increased rate for the mainten

ance ancl repair of buildings. 

The cost of any additional equipment 

for computer centres, together with the 

running costs, must be met from the block 

grants. 

Provision for replacement of the large 

amount of eciuipment bought over the last 

few years should be made from the block 

grants as the need arises. 

When requests are made by State de

partments and other bodies to arrange 

special training courses, often involving 

smail numbers of students at relatively 

high cost. the universities concerned could 

expect the sponsoring boJy to meet a 

proportion of the cost of establishing 

and running a course. The U.G.C. sugoests 

that th e contribution could be lx1s1id on the 

ddclitional di~ect costs incurred and could 

take the form of annual cash grants until the 

end of the current quinquennium or the 

secondment o f staff to assist the ncacl2mic 

dep"rtment providing the course . 

The promi nence of continuing education 

has been featured in the negotiat ion of the 

n2w grants, the U.G.C. says, adding that the 

grants make provision for adult education in 

its traditional role and for the development 

. of refresher courses for the professions, 

particularly for those whose qualifications 

originated in the universities. 
The U.G.C. recommends that, with the 

introduction of higher levels of financial 

assistance to students through the standard 

tertiary bursary, University Councils con

sider introducing charges for student welfare 

services, either directly by the students 

participating or through the Students' 

Associations. 

The suggestion of a separate grant to t~e

U .G .C. for the centralised purchase of 

librnry materials has not been proceeded 

with. 

The U.G.C. did not invite lists of pro· 

posed academic developments when ,t 

called for submissions, but some universities 

set out details of proposals they wished to 

sponsor, Sir Alan said . "The U.G.C. does 

not propose discussing these developments 

individually. It prefers to leave it to each 

Council to decide which of its developments 

it should proceed with in the context of the 

funds available in the block grants and in 

accordance with its own assessment of 

academic priorities". 

Research: No 
Increase 

There will be no increase in re

search funds from the U.G.C. Research 

Committee for the next two years. 

The responsibility of the universities 

to support their own research projects 

without recourse to the Research 

Committee must become more com

prehensive, says the chairman of the 

U.G.C. (Sir Alan Danks). 

The grant for distribution through the 

Research Committee has been approved 

{Continued Page 2) 
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Research Funds 
(From Page 1) Rein1bursen1ent for 
at the current rate of $750 000 
th • a year for 

e nex_t tw? years, says Sir Alan in advising 

the ~nrversrty about its block grants. The 

q~est ron of a grant from 1 April 1978 
wrll be considered during the 

Son1e Expenses 
years next two 

~he U.G.C. had preferred to make the 
maximum provision in the bi k 
to bi h . . oc grants 

ena e t e un,versrties to decide for 
themselves the resources they would devote 

to ~esearch by staff and students. This 

app lied especially to provision for th 
p urchase of equipment a d . e 
a lth h • n materials 

. ou_g rt was not proposed that the mai~ 
obJectrve of the Research Com 'tt 
Prov·d m' ee - to 

I e grants or grants-in -aid for . 
ment for 'f• equ,p-

spec, ic research projects - should. 
be changed. 

Si r Alan said provisions for staffing in 
the bl ock grants h Id s ou be sufficient to 
meet the. cost of research assistants and it 

w~s not . intended that the Research Com

m ittee would support such appointments. 

Reimbursement of certain 

e x p~nditure oy full-time aca

demic staff of up to S l 00 a 

year by the University hus been 

appr_oved, but it will not be 

po_ss1ble to make any payments 

this ye4t. 

Proyision has been made in 

the block grants over the t 
f nex 
our years for these payments 

b~t th e Vice-Chancellors' Com
mittee has agreed that a corn 

man policy on reimbursement 

and uniform administrat ive 

arrangements should be rlrawn 

up before individual universities 

make any payments. 

Reimbursement wi II include 

naff the cost of professional 

books or other printed mater ial 

and l~alf the fees paid for m ern 

ber~h1p of learned and pro 

fessional societies and coll ege 
u t s 

P o a maximum for b o t h 

combined of $100 in an y 
one year. 

Payment wi f I be made on th e 

production of receipts by sta ff 

after _the end of each yea r 

beginning with the year f . 
. . ro rn 
I ~prrl 1974 to 31 March 1975 
It rs appreciated that staff ma y 

not have receipts required t o 

. vouch for expenditure in tha t 

year. 

Staff will be advised whe n 

cl<Jims may be presented. 

Book on Optical 
Mjnera.logy Engineering Roll of 900 

. Dr David Shelley, a senior lecturer 

,n geology, is the author of Manual of 

Optical Mineralogy, published last 

mon th by the Elsevier Scientific 

Publishing Company of Amsterdam 

and New York, at $U.S.35.SO. 

The ~bility to use a polarising micro
scope to identify rock-forming minerals has 

become an essential skill in geology and D 

~helley's concise volume (242pp) is d/ 

srgn~d t o pr?vide a complete reference to 

!~; rnformatron required for routine labor-
. ry work. It includes chapters on the 

mrcrosc~pe, elem~ntary crystallography• the 

prepa:at1on of thrn sections, the principles 

te~hnrques and procedures of opticai 

mineralogy,_ up _tc date mineral descriptions 

~nd determ1nat1ve tables. The separation of 

ack~ro~nd theory from the itemised 
descrrpt1on of techniques differs from the 
normal textbook style and allo f 

d" ws or easy 
rea '~~ by students and ready reference by 
pract1t1oners. 

The Univer,ity Grant~imitt~
9,~ ~ A cc e pt e d 

has accepted Canterbury's est1· t the . subsequently the U.G.C . requested 
h ma e assistance of you u • . . 

t a_t the roll in the School of Engin- fishing a diploma cour:e a~,:~~tay rn estbalb · 

eering w·1 1 b 90 Th U G s poss, e . 
• 1 e O by 1979 on the e . · :C. now recommends that yo ur 

assumption that the school can pro Councrl g,ve some priority to this devel op -

~ide for this number without addit ~ ment from the block grants approved ." 

1onal accommodation. - - - ____ _ 

I~. other comment on matters rE-latin 
spec1f1cally to Canterbury the h . g 
th U G c ( ' c a, rrnan of 

e,. . : . Sir Alan Danks) says: 

I~ is possible that the development 
of Lincoln Colle • . 

.
11 

• ge s computer t acil itics 
w, rn~olve the provision of services b 

?r the installation of additional equiprne:~ 

,~, ~e Computer Centre at the University 
~ nterbury. The U.G.C . wishes to make 

rt clear to both institutions that, in it s viPw 

the cost of any such provision m nd P fo; 
Lincoln College should be b b -
C I orne v the 

o _lege. It is_ appr_eicated that tl1r. ap~li -

Law Teachers' 
Conference 

About 200 law teachers from '\ t 1· 
and rJ z , us ra 1a 
' ew ealand are expected to a tte nd 

,the an~~al conference of the Australasi an 
U~1vers1t1es Law Schools Association wh ic h 

wrll be held in the University• 22-26 Au ust 
next year. g 

The Dean of the Faculty of Law (Pro · 
fr~5sor (R . A. Caldwell) is president of 

t~e association . Mr C. P. Baron, a lecturer in 
t ,e faculty, is conference secretary . 

SUB-WARDEN 1976, Bishop Juliu s 
A total of ~ 27 minerals is described and 

except fo_r maior families such as the feld

spars, wh~ch_ are given extended treatment, 

the descrrpt1ons are in standardised f 
Comprehe . d orm. 

cat,~n of thrs principle may involve a 
sharr~g of the cost of some specific service 
or prece of equipment where its usp -is 
e_)(pected to be shared by the two . ·. 
t1ons. rns t, tu-

Hall . ' 

A cornforta~le, self-contained flatlet is 

offered at reduced rate in exchange for ligh t . ns1ve eterminative tables are 
p~ovrded and rapid cross-reference from 
t ese to the mineral descriptions is f ·1· 
ated by • . ac, 1t-

ass1gn1ng each mineral a number. 

I "Your Council will be aware that early 

ast year _I _conveyed to you th e conr.P.rn 

;~ the . ~rn1ster of Social Welfare about 
e tramrng of professional social workers 

duties . Full board provided d . . 
ity terms. ur,ng un,vers · 

Anyone interested should contact the 
Principal. Phone 487 -782 . 

ACCOlViMODATION OFFERED 

The fol lowing flats and houses have 

en listed as available now or in the 

tu re and are offered for rental or sale 

t emporary or permanent staff. Would 

vertisers please notify E)(t. 853 when 
rm ination of advertisement required . 

To Let 

angiora, unfurnished 2 b edroom house 

"th double garage . Apply Mr A. H. B. 

aylor, 1 Stephens Street, Rangiora . 

bedroom fully furnished (some 
house, Shirley, available December 

for 2 years. Separate diningroom , 

aeparate shower, washing machine and 

nibler dryer, fridge, freez er, and T.V . 

OPtio nal. Garage and carport . 44p. section 

requ ired to be maintained. Re ntal $45 .00 

p.w. Phone 859-376. 

Partly furnished three bedroom house 

v,ith separate diningroom and separate 

shower, open fir es and heate r, fridge and 

• m i-auto . washer , garnge, Hawthorne 

reet . Availabl e 1 Dec ember until approxi

ately January , 1977 . Rent $40 p.w. 
ntact G. L. Symes, C/o N.Z . E.D. Avie

o re, Private Bag, Kurow (Ph. OMT . 

115 Kurow). 

Full y furnished townhou se in Burnside , 

2 b edrooms, ava ilable mid -December to 

late June or possibly mid -August , 1976. 

Lim ited garden. Rent by nego tiation . Phone 

584 705 preferably evenings . If unable to 

contact write to University Accommoda

tion, Registry, Christchurch . 

In Halswell area. 3 beuroom family home, 

lounge/dinin g area, fully furnished (includ 

ing some linen) . Garage occupied but room 

for another car. Available end November to 

25 January (8 weeks). Rental by negotia

tio n. Lawn care d esired but not essential. 

Phone Halswell 8193 . 

Furnished 3 bedroom ho use with separate 

din ingroom and kitch e n centrally heated, 

open fire, separate shower, and double 

garage . Situated Bencard Place. Available 

ea rly December for y ea r or possibly longer . 

Not suitable children and no pets . Rent 

by negotiation . Phone 384-461 . 

Just off Memorial Avenu e 5 mins . from 

University comfortabl e furnished 2 bed 
room house, separa te diningroom , T .V., 

fri dge washer, 24p . section with gard e n 

and lawn care optio nal. Available rnid 

Novemqer to mid-February . Rent by 

negotiation. Phone 495-463 . 

Attractive 3 bedrooms (plus 2 sunrooms) 

home in Dyers Pass Road. with magnificent 

view to north , fully furnished, 2 open fires, 

separate diningroom, 2 toilets , shower over 

bath fridge, freezer, T .V. , washer and dryer. 

Ouarter acre section with small lawns and 

· little garden care , enclosed carport and 

Plenty of parking. Not suit able children . 

Available mid -April for 6 months . Rent 

$50 p .w. Phone 34-848 . 

Furnished 2 bedroom house, Toorak Ave 

nue, separate diningroom, open fire, separ

ate shower, fridge, auto washer, 27p . 

section, garden and lawn care required. 

Available 13 January to early September 

1976. Rent by negotiation . Phone 427-323. 

Hackthorne Road, Cashmere , 3 bedroom 

furnished house with separate diningroom, 

open fire , fridge, freezer, washer . No linen 

or cutlery. Single garage. 40p. section with 

limited lawn care required . Available 

immediately for at least 1 year. Rental 

$40-$45 p .w . by negotiation. Phone 

388-058 (pte) or 843-161 (J . D . Smith) . 

Furnished 3 bedroom house , Cannon Hill 

Crescent , available end January to mid-July, 

1976. Has large lounge, separate dining 

room, central heating, separate shower , 

bath, fridge, freezer, T.V., auto. washer, 

double garage. 22p. section with easy care 

garden and no lawn care required . Rent $60 

p .w . or by neg otiation to suitable tenants. 

Pre fer no children and d e finit e ly no animals . 

Apply 849-141 (evenings) . 

Wales Street , Halswell , furnished 3 bedroom 

house with open fire a nd separate shower , 

small fridge and 10 c .ft . freezer , Champion 

washer . 26p . section with only lawn care 

required (motor mowe r suppli ed). Small 

ga rage . Available early December to mid· 

June, 1976 . Rent by negotiation. Phone 

Hals . 8305 or Ext. 357. 

Fully furnished 4 bedroom house Russley 

(2½ miles from campus) avail able for 10 

months from 29 November, 1975. Separate 

diningroom, wetback fire and heaters, bath 

and separate shower, fridg e , freez er . T.V ., 

washer, double garage . Close to school . Care 

of easily maintained 28p . section desirable . 

Rent by negotiation . Contact C. G . Free 

man, Chemistry, Ext. 284 or 429-039. 

Six new flats in block of eight in heart of 

Merivale , with 2 bedroo ms , floor coverings, 

refrigerator , washing m achine , own Jseparate 

garden and carport. Rent $35.00 with 

carport o r $33 .00 without. Apply Mr M. 

Weston (Phone 65-859). ' 

Furnish ed 3 bedroom ed ho use , 10 min . 

cycling from campus , available 1 F.ebruary 

30 September 1976. Lounge , kit c he n

dinette (deep -fre eze and frid rie ), bathroom 

pl us sh owe r. loundry with auto IN8sher and 

tumb l•1 dry e r . G ui et 47p . back sec tion. R ent 

about $40 a week . Phone Dr M. C. Crawley , 

Zoology (Ext . 638) or 515-560. 

Vacant for 1976 acad emic year . Warm and 

comfortable olde r furnished house in 

shelte red spot , Cashmere Hills Four double 

bedrooms, t\NO living rooms, balcony . Close 

to schools and kind ergarten . Phone 35-804 . 

Ch a rming , sunny, architecturally designed 

2 bedroomed hou se , Meriva le. Fully furn

ish ed. Available end of January for one year 

at $35 a week . 15 mins. from University, 5 

mins from citv. Phone 60-173. 

Accommodation Required 

Middle-aged faculty couple seek furnished 

flat or house from January or February to 

May . Contact W. Hunt, Civil Engineering 

(Ext. 420) or home 525-912. 

One or two bedroom unfurnished or partly 

furnished accommodation required vicinity 

Cashmere High School. Rent to $30 p .w. 

Phone Ext. 8608 or 324-472. 

Visiting Erskine Fellow to Department of 
Psychology and Sociology requires accom

modation, preferably house or large flat, for 

himself, wife and 2 children from early 

February to April 1976. Contact B. D. 

Jamieson , Department of Psychology (Ext . 

8680) or Miss S. Taylor , Department 

of Psychology (Ext . 8682). 

Associate Professor Wolfgang M. Boerner , 

Electrical Engineering Department . Univers

ity of Manitoba , will be visiting Canterbury 

from b eginning of January until July 1976, 

and requires accommodation for himself . 

wife and 2 children . Please contact Professor 

A. H. T. Bates, Electrical Engineering 

Department, Ext . 336 or 558-786. 

Unfurnished 2-3 bedroom flat or house 

required as soon as possible within 2 or 3 

mile radius of University. Rent to $30 

p .w. Please phone 288-308 or Ext. 8666. 

Furnished or unfurnished 2 or 3 bedroom 

flat vicinity of University required from 

end January. Phone Ext. 720 or 487-268 

(evenings). 

Board or flat accommodation required by 

University lecturer from mid -November 

to end January 1976. Please contact the 

Secretary, Geography Department (Ext. 

8991). 

Exchange in U.K. 

House on outskirts of Manchester, suitable 

family with up to three children, exchange 

for similar in Christchurch. Available early 

January , 1976 for 12 months. Owner will 

be Visiting Lecturer at Canterbury for 

1976 . Contact J . M. Coxon, Chemistry 

Dept . (Ext . 228). 

Holiday Accommodation 

Accommodation available late November 
to mid-Feburary in University flats, Uni

versity of Waikato. Situated in residential 

.:Jrea clo se to shops and bus services ap

proximately 2 miles from city centre. 

Self-contained, on motel principle , rates 

$7 .50 per day for twin-bedroomed flats and 

$8 .50 per day for two bedroomed flats with 

no charQe for each seventh consecutive day. 

Additional charge of $1 .00 per day for each 

extra bed required in excess of those basic
ally supplied. Further information available 

from the Registrar, University of Waikato, 

Hamilton. 

Small house (2 bedrooms plus study) 

centrally located (20 min. walk from 

Medical School) close to shops and buses, 
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When he planned his study leave, 
Professor A. G. Williamson (Chemical 
Engineering) expected three months 
would be adequate to see all that an 
"undeveloped" country like Malaysia 
would have in the way of chemical 
industry. He found he could have 
spent a full year there. 

In his leave report, Professor Williamson 
said he expected the chemical technolo\JY to 
be relatively primitive and to have little in 
common with New Zealand, but these 
preconceptions were wrong to some degree . 

Malaysian chemical industry was in 
many respects more advanced than that of 
New Zealand. It included such plants as a 
refinery, similar in size to Marsden Point 
(but with some more advanced features), a 
fertiliser industry manufacturing nitrates 
(with no equivalent in New Zealand) and 

Accommodation 
(From Page 7) 

available in Auckland from 19 December to 
30 January 1976. Low rent of $17.00 p.w. 
in return for looking after 2 cats. Write Or 
John Raeburn, 23 Belmont Terrace, Rem
uera, Auckland 5, or phone Auck. 540-517. 

For Sale 

Handy to University, two-storey house 
converted to townhouse, architecturally 
designed with gable windows, large lounge, 
3 bedrooms and sunroom, separate dining
room, two open fires, shower over bath, 
toilets upstairs and downstairs, semi-auto. 
washer. fridge/freezer, large garage, work
shop, store and shed. 18p. section. Immed
iate possession. Price $37,500. Ph: 486-014. 

In Redwood, 3 bedroom weatherboard 
bungalow with large lounge, open fire, 
on 32.4p. freehold section. Price $20,750 
o.n.o. Contact C. Manning, Ext. 8871 or 
526-508. 

New sunny flat, hopefully finished for 
Christmas, with two double bedrooms, 
garage, small easily maintained section, 
near Jellie Park and right on bus route. 

. Enquiries to Joy Nevvport, Ext. 8756 or 
519-006. 

Three bedroom plus sunroom house in 
Creyke Road, large lounge, separate dining
room, kitchen, open fires, approx. 45 years 
old in sound condition. Price $35,000. 
Contact Ian Knight, 44-149, or 487-275 
after hours. 

Large attractive home,"' 2-storeyed double 
brick construction, comprising 3 double 

a factory c1ssembling integrated circuit 
devices (there is no solid state electronlc 
industry in New Zec1land). 

Malaysia's third largest export industry 
-- palm oil - had much in com111011 with 
New Zealand's butter industry. The sub
stances involved in both industries were 
mixtures of tri9lycerides havinq similar 
physical chemistry and leading to similar 
processing problems despite their very 
different origins. Since returning to New 
Zer1land, he had followed up this similarity 
and discovered that a fair amount of the 
knowled9e about the basic physical chem
istry of fat mixtures which Wc'IS necessary 
for the preparation of wide-melting-rnnge 
butter (easy-spread) had IJren derived from 
the literature of palm oil processing . 

"I am sure that these two industries have 
sufficient in common for exchanges of fat 
technology and technologists to be of 
benefit to both countries," Professor 
Williamson said. "A further similarity of 

and 1 single bedroom, splendid lounge, 
seoarate diningroom, two open fires and 
numerous heater points, separate shower, 
bath. Garage. 35p. section set out in lawn 
and trees and grass tennis court. Basement 
and workshop. Available immediately. Price 
$59,5G9 o.n.o. Apply Mr Gendall, 39-406, 
or Cl- A.M.P. Wellington 863-505. 

Mciidstone Road, large 3-yr old house, split 
level, with four bedrooms upstairs and one 
downstairs, toilet facilities both levels, 
separate diningroorn, central heating, separ 
ate shower, bath, eye-level oven, double 
gc1rage. 26p. elevated section with private 
courtyard. Available mid-December. Vicin
ity $58,950. Phone 583-528. 

To Let Overseas 

Large comfortable home available to New 
Zealand staff on leave in U.K. from January 
to July 1976. Not suitable children. Rent by 
negotiation. Write Professor C. R. Cheney, 
236 Hills Road, Cambridge.England. 

On University of South Pacific campus, 
Suva, Fiji, 3 bedroom house overlooking 
Laucala Bay (2 miles from Suva city). Of 
concrete construction and conveniently 
situated on hill to catch sea breezes. Rent 
approx. $100 per month plus charge for 
furnishings, kitchenware, electricity. agents' 
fees, etc. Long rental periods preferred but 
periods of no less than a month will be 
considered. Available December, Jnnuary 
to February 20th. Contact Professor A. J. 
Dandy, P.O. Box 1168, Suva, Fiji. 

problems of Malaysian and New Zealand 
industry is found in the effluent of the 
palm oil industry, which contains oil, 
dirt, water and vegetable matter and has 
many properties similar to those encount• 
ered in tile effluent from New Zealand 's 
wool scouring industry which consist of 
vvool wax (lanolin), dirt, water and wool 
fibre debris. 

"While at the University of Malaya I 
became involved in their studies of the 
problems of disposing of the palm oil mill I 
effluent and found a method of separating 
tlw oil, vegetable matter and water sus-
1wn_sion which has since become part of a I 
proJectr.d treatrnent process which will, if 
successful overall, solve the effluent pro
blem ;:md incidentally provide a source 
of stock food for Malaysian pig farming," he 
said. 

Malaysian chemical industry ' had other 
features of interest to New Zealand. There 
were a number of industries (such as their 
calcium carbide factory) which appeared to 
operate profitably on a scale considerably 
smaller than would, in terms of con· 1 

ventional textbook analysis, be expected 
to be economic, and he was sure that closer 
examination of these industries would be a I 
rewarding study for New Zealand. The 
willingness of businessmen in Malaysia to 
take advantage of special local circum• 1 

stances to render enterprises vvorthwhile and 
their willingness to take a reasonable risk on I 
a technically feasible proposition, were 
features of Malaysia which New Zealand 
businessmen might emulate with profit. "By I 
Malaysian standards I am sure that many 
New Zealand businessmen would be re
garded as excessively cautious," he said. , 

The Malaysian Government's deter-
mination that the nation's natural resources 
shall be used for the benefit of Malaysia and 
the way in which joint ventures with foreign 
companies were arranged to ensure Malay• 
sian participation in and profit from the 

development of these resources seemed also 
to contain lessons for New Zealand. 

In Malaysia, Professor Williamson re
ceived "overwhelming hospitality" and he 
felt this was repayment in kind for the 
generosity and hospitality of the many 
Christchurch residents who had befriended 
Malaysian friends and acquaintances during 
their student days in New Zealand. He met 
17 Canterbury graduates during his visit. I 

Professor Williamson said that compared I 
with his Malaysian visit his sojourn in 
Britain was somewhat sobering. The econ• 
omic climate was even gloomier than / 
the physical. He said in conclusion that it 
was pieasant to return home to a country 
where the insects were harmless, where 
one could still eat a steak without first 
arranging an overdraft and where, on a 
clear day, one could still see more than 
five kilometers. 
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