
23 days from today June 05 before the Pacific Mini Games on June 29 to July 9, 2025

Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

See Justice on page 7

See Finance on page 7

See Emmaus on page 7

See Pacific media on page 7

Australian federal police to assist in games security, police to do
 daily check points, foot patrol, use CCTV to monitor traffic
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Last month, Vice President and Minister of 
Health and Human Services Raynold A. Oilouch 
accepted the Vice Chair position of the Commit-
tee A Executive Board at the 78thWorld Health 
Assembly (WHA), marking only the second time a 
Micronesian nation has held this prestigious role.

Last month, President Surangel Whipps Jr. 
led the Palauan delegation to Tokyo, Japan for the 
30th annual Future of Asia Forum, hosted by Nik-
kei. During the event, President Whipps Jr. spoke 
on a panel focused on sustainable ocean manage-
ment, while the delegation engaged with Japanese 

See story on page 2 See story on page 3

Valedictorian Cooper Ngirakesau Tkel

America’s retreat from 
foreign aid is being felt deeply 
in Pacific media, where pivot-
al outlets are being shuttered 
and journalists work unpaid.

The result is fewer inves-
tigations into dubiously mo-
tivated politicians, glimpses 
into conflicts otherwise un-
seen and a less diverse me-
dia in a region which desper-
ately needs it.

“It is a huge disappoint-
ment ... a senseless waste,” 
Benar News’ Australian head 

Emmaus-Bethania High 
School (EBHS) kicked off this 
year’s high school graduation 
season on Wednesday, May 28, 
as ten students proudly crossed 
the stage during the school’s 
9th Commencement Exercises.

Valedictorian of the EBHS 
Class of 2005 is Cooper Ngi-
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which were held in the Solo-
mon Islands two years ago.

The minister also  said 
that security and safety will 
be priority in the coming days   
over driving on the streets 
with  the Police  to do   foot 
patrol  in downtown  Koror 
and maintain road check-
points  every day especially 
now with the schools out and 
graduations  being held  and 
with Mini  Games coming  on 

The second  appoint-
ment of Kaleb Udui, Jr. as 
the Minister of Finance will 
expire again  on June 8th  
for second time  if his an-
swers to Senate questions 
are not notarized and  sub-
miited in time.

Senate Ways and Means 
Committee Chair Mark Ru-
dimch said  it’ s up to him to 
provide  notarized respons-
es as  those he submitted   
were not.

UduiRudimch

Olgeriil

New  Minister  of Justice 
Jennifer Olgeriil announced  
during the  Press Confer-
ence on Wednesday that the 
Australian  Federal Police in 
conjunction  with the regional 
Pacific police organization  
will send 15 t0 17 police of-
ficers from the Pacific coun-
tries to assist with the Bureau 
of Public Safety in providing 
safety and security  the Mini  
Pacific  Games.

The Games will be held  
for  ten days  from  June 29 to 
July 9,2025  in venues mostly 
in Koror but also in Airai, Me-
lekeok,  and Ngiwal. Twenty-
three countries are expected 
to participate in the Games 

the way. She mentioned   that 
they will continue to focus on  
illegal drugs and will be moni-
tored as well as other crimes 
with the  more use of CCTV. 

The minister disclosed 
that they are  23 persons in-
cluding 19 men and 4 women  
in custody awaiting trial on 
drug cases as they cannot 
pay their bails that the courts 
had set.  In addition to  those 

Belau Modekngei School: June 05, 2025 10 
a.m.(BMS Gym)
Palau High School: June 06, 2025 9 a.m. (PCC 
Cafeteria)
Mindzenty High School: June 07, 2025 9 a.m. (MHS 
F.K.Y Gym)

of Pacific news, Stefan Arm-
bruster, told AAP after seeing 
his outlet go under.

Benar News, In-depth 
Solomons and Inside PNG 
are three digital outlets which 
enjoyed US support but have 
been cruelled by President 
Donald Trump’s about-face 
on aid.

Benar closed its doors 
in April after an executive 
order disestablishing Voice 
of America, which the Unitd 
States created during World 

War II to combat Nazi propa-
ganda.

An offshoot of Radio 
Free Asia (RFA) focused on 
Southeast Asia and the Pacif-
ic, Benar kept a close eye on 
abuses in West Papua, mas-
sacres and gender-based vi-
olence in Papua New Guinea 
and more.

The Pacific arm quickly 
became indispensable to 
many, with a team of report-
ers and freelancers working 
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Voices of the Earth 
Campaign, an initiative 
by Belau National Mu-
seum (BNM) and Music 
Dance Art, is looking 
to unite youth voices in 
raising climate aware-
ness by inviting chil-
dren to sing an origi-
nal climate awareness 
song, “Footprints in the 
Sand.”

The song, com-
posed by Benina Berg-

L a s t 
month, Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
and Minis-
ter of Health 
and Human 
S e r v i c e s 
Raynold A. 
Oilouch ac-
cepted the 
Vice Chair 

Last month, President 
Surangel Whipps Jr. led the 
Palauan delegation to Tokyo, 
Japan for the 30th annual Fu-
ture of Asia Forum, hosted by 
Nikkei. During the event, Presi-
dent Whipps Jr. spoke on a 
panel focused on sustainable 
ocean management, while the 
delegation engaged with Japa-
nese experts and officials to 
advance ongoing initiatives and 
strengthen bilateral cooperation 
between Palau and Japan. 

The official Palauan delega-
tion consisted of Senate Floor 
Leader Kerai Mariur and Del-
egate Yutaka Gibbons Jr.

During the panel for the Fu-
ture of Asia Forum, President 
Whipps Jr. discussed Palau’s 
use of traditional knowledge in 
maintaining healthy fisheries 
stating, “Our culture has a sys-
tem of what we call ‘bul’ which 
includes marine management 
that’s been practiced for thou-
sands of years… the ocean is 
part of our culture, and is some-
thing we have to be good stew-

From left to right: Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike, President Surangel Whipps Jr., 
and former Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the 30th Annual Future of Asia Fo-
rum Commemorative Dinner

The singer of the “Footprints in the Sand” edu-
cational recording found online,Jaylene Louis 
(r) and videographer Nishida Ryota at Belau Na-
tional Museum

See PICRC researcher on page 7

See Palauan delegation on page 7

Oilouch

Ms. Maikani  Andres, a 
dedicated researcher from the 
Palau International Coral Reef 
Center (PICRC), recently com-
pleted a specialized training in 
deep-sea research at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii at Manoa’s 
Deep-sea Animal Research 

Although RPPL 12-1, which 
was signed into law last Sunday, 
June 1, authorizes a $480 sub-
sidy for low-income senior citi-
zens and disabled persons—a 
promise made over six months 
ago—Finance Ministry officials 
announced during the weekly 
press conference that the funds 
will be released nearly a month 
later, on June 24, 2025. The dis-
tribution will take place at the 
new One-Stop Shop in central 
Koror, near Ernguul Park.

Finance, Budget, and Plan-
ning Director Kaleb Udui Jr., a 
former minister and current ap-
pointee to the Finance Ministry, 
told the conference that he ap-
proved the necessary paper-
work yesterday to facilitate the 
release of the funds.

Elway Ikeda, Director of 
Revenue and Taxation, con-
firmed that the funds will be dis-
tributed on Tuesday, June 24. 
He added that the number of 
eligible recipients is expected to 
exceed two thousand compared 
to last year. His office will coor-
dinate with the Social Security 
Office to verify eligibility.

The $480 grant, along with 
the $200 child subsidy and tax 
refunds for individuals earn-
ing less than $30,000 annually, 
were cited as key benefits of 
the controversial new tax law—
PGST, a 10% tax on imports 
and sales—that took effect in 
2023 and has contributed to an 
increased cost of living in the 
country.

ards of and continue to manage 
so that our children can enjoy 
the same.”

The panel—moderated by 
Atsushi Sunami, President of 
the Sasakawa Peace Founda-
tion—centered on the sustain-
able use of oceans and marine 
resources, emphasizing the 
importance of international col-
laboration. Notably, this was the 
only event during the forum in 
which the President addressed 
the audience directly. 

Before the forum, the del-
egation met with Professor 
Emeritus of Keio University Dr. 
Naoyuki Yoshino, an advisor 
to Palau’s Economic Advisory 
Group to discuss Palau’s Sav-
ings Bond Initiative. 

The initiative is set to be 
managed under the new Debt 
and Investment Office, estab-
lished by President Whipps Jr. 
by Executive Order No. 493 
prior to his departure to Japan. 

Additionally, the delegation 
was able to meet with Japan’s 
Finance Minister Kato Katsu-
nobuto strengthenbi-lateral ties 

position of the Committee A Ex-
ecutive Board at the 78thWorld 
Health Assembly (WHA), mark-
ing only the second time a Mi-
cronesian nation has held this 
prestigious role.

Vice President Oilouch led 
the Palauan delegation to the 
eventthat took place from May 
19th to the 27th at the Palace of 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Palau is a voting member state 
of the WHA under the Western 
Pacific Region (WPRO). 

Of the several agenda items 
discussed during the meetings, 
two critical items were success-
fully adopted, the Pandemic 
Agreement and the Biennial Pro-
gram Budget for 2026-2027. 

After three years of negotia-
tions, the Pandemic Agreement 
was successfully adopted by all 
124 member states present at 
the event. 

Introduced by WPRO Re-
gional Director Dr. Saia Ma’u 
Piukala, the Pandemic Agree-
ment aims to strengthen global 
health architecture for pandemic 
prevention, preparedness, and 
response and increase global 
cooperation to ensure stronger 
and more equitable response to 
future pandemics. 

World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Director-GeneralDr. 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
states, “The world is safer today 
thanks to the leadership, col-
laboration and commitment of 

our Member States to adopt the 
historic WHO Pandemic Agree-
ment.”

The Biennial Program Bud-
get for 2026-2027 of $4.7 billion 
was approved, a 20% decrease 
form the previous budget. How-
ever, WPRO Regional Director 
Dr. Piukala announced the bud-
get reduction will not affect Pa-
lau, and announced future plans 
to increase funding for Palau and 
other smaller member states. 

Vice President Oilouch de-
livered Palau’s statement to the 
assembly on the last day in at-
tendance emphasizing the im-
portance of WHA’s theme, “One 
World for Health,” and the sig-
nificance of inclusivity and the 
right of health to every human 
being by requesting the support 
of participating nations to allow 
Taiwan to be invited as an ob-
server in the WHA. Over half of 
the assembly were in support of 
Taiwan’s inclusion. 

er and Akisha Natashi, and 
translated into Palauan by 
Malo Paulus, began as a way 
to introduce climate aware-
ness to children through art.

Today is World Environ-
ment Day and the theme for 
this year is “Tackling Plastic 
Pollution”, with an increase 
of plastic pollution in Palau 
the song aims to instill values 
of environmental activism or 
“artivism” in the youth andthe 
importance of reducing, reus-
ing, and recycling. 

Next week, interested par-
ticipants can attend a practice 
and recording session at the 
Belau National Museum in 
the mornings on June 11 and 
June 13, and June 18 and 20. 

Elementary school stu-

dents attending the Music-
danceart summer program 
will also be learning the song 
and performing it on June 
26th.

Open to children ages 
6-14 years old, the campaign 
encourages parents and 
guardians to support their 
children by teaching them the 
song and assisting with re-
cording and submitting their 
video performance by July 
31st. 

More information about 
the song and submissions 
can be obtained by messag-
ing Musicdanceart on Face-
book or calling Belau National 
Museum at 488-2655 or 775-
5630. 

Center (DARC). Held from 
March 27 to April 4, 2025, the 
training focused on deep-sea 
video annotation, significantly 
strengthening Palau’s capacity 
for offshore marine research 
and conservation.

The program utilized ex-

tensive video footage collected 
during the 2024 deep-sea ex-
pedition conducted by the Ex-
ploration Vessel (E/V) Nautilus, 
operated by the Ocean Explora-
tion Trust (OET). From October 
to November 2024, the expedi-
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Koror, Palau (June 3, 
2025) — The Foreign Invest-
ment Board (FIB) is proud to 
announce that it has filled key 
vacant positions and launched 
staff training this week — an 
important step in delivering our 
mission with efficiency, integrity, 
and innovation.

Our mission:
“To promote and facilitate 

responsible foreign investment 
that contributes to the sustain-
able development of the Repub-
lic of Palau.”

Leading this renewed ef-
fort is new Executive Director 
Raymond August, who took the 
helm of the office in April. Under 
his leadership, the Board has al-
ready begun implementing digi-
tal improvements to better serve 
the public — including mak-
ing key applications and forms 
available via email and enabling 
online payment options for busi-
ness convenience.

Palau’s president wants to 
see Taiwan given full access at 
this year’s Pacific Islands Forum 
(PIF) Leaders’ meeting.

It was great to see 17 out 
of 18 leaders in Tonga for 
last year’s meeting, Surangel 
Whipps Jr said - a sense of unity 
he wants to continue.

“That’s the record since 
we’ve gotten back together. 
Let’s ensure that that continues, 
because that’s what we need to 
see.”

He said he has heard that 
“there’s been some difficulty in 
Taiwan gaining access”.

Whipps asked the PIF team 
to make sure they are doing all 
that it’s responsible to do, to 
make sure the forum confer-
ence is a success, and every-
body’s there that’s supposed to 
be able to participate.

A Solomon Islands Govern-
ment spokesperson said at this 

A climate scientist has dis-
covered that two specific bands 
of the globe are warming faster 
than elsewhere.

Auckland University’s Dr 
Kevin Trenberth led a study ex-
amining where heat - captured 
by the ocean - travels and ac-
cumulates.

The first band - at 40 to 45 
degrees latitude south - is heat-
ing at the world’s fastest pace, 
with the effect especially pro-
nounced around New Zealand, 
Tasmania, and Atlantic waters 
east of Argentina.

The second band is around 
40 degrees north, with the big-
gest effects in waters east of 
the United States in the North 
Atlantic and east of Japan in the 
North Pacific.

Dr Trenberth said it could 
be why storms that track to New 
Zealand - from an area warm-
ing at a slower rate - seem to 
strengthen once they get there.

He said it’s “striking” and 
“unusual” to see such a distinc-
tive pattern.

Most dengue fever out-
breaks are not slowing down in 
the Pacific but there are hopes 
this will change as the weather 
gets colder and drier.

Samoa’s director general of 
health Aiono Dr Alec Ekeroma 
said the country saw 56 new 
cases of the viral infection last 
week, which is close to a third of 
the confirmed cases since Janu-
ary.

Samoa, Fiji, Tonga and the 
Cook Islands have all declared 
dengue outbreaks. All countries 
apart from the Cook Islands 
have recorded at least one 
death.

Aiono said Samoa’s Ministry 
of Health is encouraging people 
to stamp out breeding grounds, 
which is preferred over spraying 
campaigns.

“The chemicals [are] expen-
sive and it’s not as effective as 
we would like it to be, so it’s bet-
ter actually that we engage the 
community to destroy breeding 
sites,” Aiono said.

He said health care staff are 
managing.

“The good thing is that 
there’s been no very sick cases 
really recently, so in fact looking 
at the data there’s no one in the 
hospital right now.”

Fiji Medical Association 
president, Dr Alipate Vakamo-
cea thinks Fiji is about to hit its 
dengue peak.

“It’s seasonal, so it should 
be on its way down and we’ve 
seen the numbers from the Cen-
tral Division start to come down,” 
he said.

From May 10th to 16th, the 
Palau International Coral Reef 
Center’s (PICRC) Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Roxanne Siual 
Blesam and Research Direc-
tor, Geraldine Rengiil, attended 

the 50th 
m e e t -
ing of 
the U.S. 
C o r a l 
R e e f 
T a s k 
F o r c e 

(USCRTF) in Washington, D.C., 
serving as Palau’s Point of Con-
tact to the U.S. All Islands Coral 
Reef Committee (AIC). The bi-
annual meetings bring together 
representatives from U.S. coral 
reef jurisdictions to collaborate 
on conservation strategies. Pa-
lau, through PICRC, hosted the 
14th and 42nd USCRTF meet-
ings in 2005 and 2014, respec-
tively, which were considered 
among the most informative, 
engaging and productive ses-
sions, highlighting coral reef 
resilience and cultural connec-
tions.

The United States All Is-
lands Coral Reef Committee 
(AIC) was established in 1996 
when the governors of Ameri-
can Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Guam, Hawaiʻi, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
designated Points of Contact 
(POCs) to coordinate coral reef 
conservation and protection 
strategies. The Freely Associat-
ed States (FAS), the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, and Re-
public of Palau, were invited to 
join the USCRTF as non-voting 
members and participate in the 
AIC as affiliate members start-
ing in 2000. The FAS were in-
cluded in the recently passed 
Restoring Resilient Reefs Act 
of 2024 that reauthorized the 
CRTF and appropriated funds 
for associated management-
oriented research and activi-
ties. The AIC functions as an 
inter-governmental body that 
develops coordinated, science-
based approaches to coral reef 
management, identifies priority 
needs, and advocates for re-
sources. It also serves as a key 
advisory group to the USCRTF, 
ensuring local and regional 
voices are represented in na-
tional coral reef policies.

This year’s meeting ad-

See PICRC Represents on page 7

See Taiwan on page 6

See Study shows on page 7 See Palau president on page 7

See Google on page 7

dressed key issues such as 
improving water quality to sup-
port healthy coral reef ecosys-
tems in partnership with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency; tackling the impacts of 
Stony Coral Tissue Loss Dis-
ease (SCTLD) in the Caribbean 
while strengthening preven-
tion and preparedness efforts 
in the Pacific; scaling up coral 
reef restoration; and exploring 

“It’s just our numbers in the 
Western Division haven’t re-
ally started to settle yet but we 
should see that now that we’re 
entering into the cold season.”

Fiji’s health ministry has de-
clared an outbreak in the Central 
and Western Divisions. There 
have been more than one-thou-
sand cases recorded.

“We’ve noticed that the out-
break is particularly higher in the 
Western Division compared to 
the Central Division, and we’ve 
had quite a few admissions into 
hospital with dengue and even 
quite a few into ICUs with com-
plications of dengue.”

Vakamocea said doctors 
are coping.

“We’ve had some challeng-
es, which we’ve raised in the 
past with a couple of our con-
sumables, like our IV fluids and 
things like that,” he said.

“But they’re managing at 
the moment. I think there are 
other donor partners who have 
stepped in to help the ministry 
bolster its clinical support.”

He said there had been sig-
nificant public health campaigns 
to clean up and reduce the num-
ber of mosquito breeding sites.

A statement from Cook Is-
lands Ministry of Health on Fri-
day said five cases were con-
sidered active, there have been 
17 cases since February, and 97 
dengue tests have been done.

“The average rate remains 
stable at approximately 1 - 2 
confirmed cases per day,” it said.

Tonga has had 815 cases. 
(RNZ)

stage the government is not in a 
position to comment on partici-
pation or related arrangements 
for the PIF Leaders’ Summit.

They pointed out that the 
registration process for the 
summit has not yet opened and 
formal invitations will be issued 
in due course.

“As host, Solomon Islands 
continues to work closely with 
the Forum Secretariat and Fo-
rum Member countries on all 
preparations.”

Whipps has just arrived 
back from a state visit to Tai-
wan, where its foreign minister 
Lin Chia-lung expressed his 
country’s appreciation for Pa-
lau’s consistent support on the 
international stage.

Three Forum members - 
Tuvalu, Palau and Marshall Is-
lands - have diplomatic ties with 
Taiwan and not China.

Taiwan has been a develop-

ment partner since 1992. China 
has been a dialogue partner of 
the PIF since 1990.

Last year, RNZ Pacific cap-
tured China’s representative to 
the meeting in Tonga asking 
Cook Islands prime minister 
Mark Brown to change the final 
communique which recognised 
Taiwan and China separately.

Earlier this month, Solomon 
Islands’ prime minister Jeremi-
ah Manele warned government 
workers against engaging with 
“Taiwan”. In a statement, Jer-
emiah Manele reaffirmed his 
government’s commitment to 
the One-China Policy.

The ABC reported a newly 
appointed government minister 
was pressured by China to quit 
an international group critical of 
its policies.

Beijing’s Embassy in Ho-
niara said the allegations are 
baseless.

It said China will never inter-
fere in Solomon Islands internal 
affairs and also firmly oppose 
any other countries’ interfer-
ence in Solomon Islands’ inter-
nal affairs.

The president of Kiribati, 
Taneti Maamau, and top diplo-
mats from Niue, Tonga, Nauru, 
Micronesia, Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, 
Cook Islands, Fiji and Samoa 
have been in China for a two-
day meeting.

In a joint statement, pub-
lished to the website of China’s 
foreign affairs ministry, the par-
ties said: “All parties recognize 
that there is but one China in the 
world, that Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of China’s territory, 
and that the government of the 
People’s Republic of China is 
the sole legal government rep-
resenting the whole of China.

“China firmly opposes ‘Tai-
wan independence’ in all forms 
and commits to realizing na-
tional reunification, which has 
gained wide understanding and 
support at the meeting.

“China firmly supports Pa-
cific Island countries in uphold-

See FIB on page 7

“We’re building a team and 
a system that puts transparency 
and service at the center of ev-
erything we do,” said Director 
August. “Our goal is to make it 
easier for investors to do busi-
ness in Palau while upholding 
our laws and values to protect 
the people of Palau.” 

Foreign investment is key 
to expanding Palau’s tax base, 
creating jobs, and unlocking 
new opportunities for growth. 
FIB proudly supports President 
Surangel S. Whipps, Jr.’s vision 

of a diverse and resilient econo-
my that ensures a Kot a Rechad 
er Belau. 

About Palau’s Foreign In-
vestment Board: The Foreign 
Investment Board (FIB) is a 
governmental body responsible 
for approving and regulating for-
eign investment in the Republic 
of Palau. FIB is governed by a 
board of presidential nominees 
and operates under the For-
eign Investment Act, codified at 
Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Pa-

“It turns out there are chang-
es in ocean currents going on, 
coupled with changes in the at-
mospheric circulation - changes 
in the jet stream - and where all 
of the storm tracks are going.”

The heat bands have devel-
oped since 2005 in tandem with 
poleward shifts in the jet stream 
(powerful winds above the 
Earth’s surface that blow from 
west to east) and corresponding 
shifts in ocean currents, accord-
ing to Trenberth and his co-au-
thors in the Journal of Climate.

Trenberth said most Pacific 
Island nations fall within the 
subtropics, which are “still quite 
warm” but heating at a slower 
rate.

But they are effectively 
sandwiched between the two 
bands where harsher storms 
form more frequently.

In areas which are warmer, 
Dr Trenberth said that stronger 
storms with heavier rainfall are 
fuelled as they pick up more 
moisture, taking heat out of the 
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Is it not what you wanted for yourself, Aries? When 
you are living your manifestations, it often does not strike as 
a blessing initially because you imagine a world without ob-
stacles, but life loves hiccups. As they say, if you want to live 
the dream, you’ve got to do the work. And you have done the 
work, now that you are living your dream, are you busy looking 
only at the work that goes in, or are you also taking a moment 
to enjoy the blessings and recognising the manifestations that 
have come to life? You are in this for the long haul. As you lay 
foundations for lasting peace, contentment and laughter, know 
that you are safe.

Something you embarked upon is now beginning to 
give you a semblance of rewards and recognition. Gemini, as 
new opportunities present themselves, your angels remind 
you to keep your mental flair in the forefront so that you can 
see solutions where necessary and humour where essential. 
Not everything is meant to last, and you are about to witness 
a whirlwind of change in your life, all for the better. If you are 
planning on paying debts off, this is your season to make that 
blessed beginning, and if you are looking for support in any 
way, this is your time to open your arms skyward and ask for 
all you need.

You have gone deep into your learning and growth 
process, and here you are - emerging not only victorious, but 
also beginning to feel like life has begun happening for you. 
This wish-fulfilment stage in your life is here to stay, but you 
must also know how to care for it. Staying humble is first on 
the checklist, followed by staying enthusiastic and approaching 
each day as if it were your first and last, and getting out there 
doing your thing with like-minded folks and party invites. Leo, 
maintaining a fine balance between learning, sowing and reap-
ing all with utmost humility is your game plan, okay?

A sense of lack or worried vibes may have filled your 
life recently, Libra, and it may have pushed you to your limits. 
However, here you are - turning the wheel of fortune in your 
favour, where everything you touch is defined, meaningful and 
turns to instant gold - be it your work, relationships or anything 
else. Your persistence, hard work, faith and courage have led 
you to this point where things begin to sail smoothly. New sup-
port and resources come forward in unexpected ways, and your 
intuition? Well,l it has not spoken more clearly in a long time! 
What are you waiting for?

You have built something, and now may be the time to 
take it to the next level. But going solo may not be the wisest 
option, and you may feel stuck with the way ahead from this 
point on. Get on a call with a mentor, seek relationship advice 
from someone well meaning but on a similar wavelength, get 
yourself enrolled in that course to uplevel your skills, get an 
expert opinion on your business and blindspots, sign up for 
therapy to overcome persistent challenges - just do what it 
takes to get a third party objective perspective on whatever it is 
that you are dealing with. You may not be able to see it yet, but 
it all adds up, and you are now ready to jump over a few steps.

What is not to like when your life feels like a celebra-
tion, Aquarius? Say yes to that mid-week sundowner, say yes to 
that idea, say yes to that hobby itching to come out and play and 
say yes to that interesting person waiting to take you out on a 
coffee date. Your personal life feels like it is blooming, and you 
could not be in a happier space, at least a more neutral space. 
However, remember not to make promises when you are happy 
and never to give up when you are down. It’s that kind of day 
where you enjoy the ups while they are here, and remember to 
feel grateful for the tiniest blossoms that sprout on your plans.

Pick the pace, Taurus, all while you also maintain 
your tempo. Old ways of thinking and acting need to exit 
the front door, and you need to really sit with yourself and 
ask some tough questions. How willing are you to reach a 
truce, how willing are you to adapt to new ways of func-
tioning and how willing are you to power through these 
changes with flexibility and adaptiveness? Trust us, you 
won’t be a sellout if you tweak your ways, instead, you will 
begin to get more done, more effectively and really get the 
ball rolling in your life finally.

Your plans are on track, Cancer, some may need revision, 
some may need patience, and some most definitely need you to power 
through with grit and determination. The Universe is giving you another 
chance to master grace and grit together - and of course, you love to 
bite through your challenges and spit them out like none other. Focus 
on your communication and make time for self-care so that you are not 
running around like an electrocuted grizzly bear, losing your breath and 
temper at the drop of a hat. You know, with just a little planning, you can 
master even patience and love. Find ways to incorporate ease into your 
life while you also get things done at lightning speed. Ironic, I know, but 
it is possible, you know it!

Get your freak on! Virgo, you know you can be a 
crazy one, and it is time to get that bizarre, eccentric, quirky 
streak online. You know that moment when you are just 
about to jump off for your skydive experience? It’s not just 
adrenaline, it is the choice and willingness to give something 
exhilarating a shot. This is that moment in time for you. 
Stopo, pause, reflect, integrate and decide to jump off the 
cliff whenever you are ready, but make it quick if possible. 
You are in for the ride of your life, and hello, you know you 
are going to love it!

You’ve done the work on your relationship, especially 
your most prized personal ones, and Scorpio, honestly, some 
bitter pills may have had to be swallowed, however, you are 
better for it. You are now in a space where you are creatively 
stimulated, dreaming of abundance and probably even cashing 
in on it, and life begins feeling a lot fairer for the most part. 
You know you are a sucker for harmony and peace, and dear 
Scorps, you’ve got yourself swimming in a pool of love and 
kindness lately. The support you’ve extended outwards for so 
long is coming back to you in unexpected ways. Life feels good. 
Justice tastes sweet.

There are no coincidences, Capricorn, and you have 
chosen what you have because you wanted to. But stop, are you 
getting so involved in this situation that you cannot see beyond 
it? Often, creative thinking gets you going and feeling more 
productive than robotic hard work. Now, we are not endorsing 
the sit-and-wait-for-the-cosmos-to-work-for-you philosophy. 
Instead, we are simply suggesting mixing things up. All work and 
no play did make Jack a dull boy, and my precious human being, 
you are no different. Spice things up - embrace new opportuni-
ties that fill your heart, not just your pocket, and you will find 
your way back to yourself once again.

Fearing missing an opportunity, looking sideways 
instead of forward to avoid something, or simply taking on 
so much that you have no ounce of energy left to address the 
elephant in the room, Pisces? Whatever the case may be with 
you, running away is no solution. When things begin turning 
one after another, we get it, it can feel like a task holding onto 
what you’ve got left and perhaps your perspective on life may 
also begin feeling bleak and undernourished. However, your 
angels remind you that it is in your hands to turn your gaze 
away from burnt bridges and truly look at what lies ahead. You 
may not have the dish ready, but you surely have the right ingre-
dients that go in - even if you can’t see them yet.
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ing their sovereignty and independence.”
Meanwhile, a regional architecture review (RRA) has entered 

its final stage.
It’s the Pacific Islands Forum leaders’ response to the increas-

ing interest from a growing number of Forum dialogue partners 
wanting a seat - and a say - at the regional decision-making table.

Palau’s president has made it clear to the RRA committee that, 
“it is important that all our partners are able to be present at PIF”.

sustainable, long-term funding opportunities for restoration activi-
ties. Discussions also focused on federal and non-federal funding 
mechanisms for coral reef management across states, territories, 
and FAS.

The weeklong meetings concluded with a Business Meeting 
led by Nicole R. LeBoeuf, NOAA Assistant Administrator, and An-
gel A. Demapan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Insular and Inter-
national Affairs at the Department of Interior. Highlights included 
the U.S. AIC Committee Chair’s report, a film trailer showcasing 
the Marshall Islands’ new National Marine Sanctuary around Bikar 
and Bokak Atolls, an update from the USCRTF Steering Commit-
tee, and presentations from various working groups.

Representatives from all seven U.S. coral jurisdictions, the 
FAS, and the U.S. Fishery Management Councils contributed 
thought-provoking insights on the importance of coral reefs to is-
land economies, communities, infrastructure, and livelihoods.

“Attending the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force meeting allows Pa-
lau to share our unique experiences and challenges. It is a vital op-
portunity to build stronger partnerships, advance the conservation 
of our coral reefs and identify ways to access funding opportuni-
ties,” said PICRC’s Director of Research, Geraldine Rengiil.

Palau is proud to be part of these important discussions and 
looks forward to attending the 51st meeting in Puerto Rico.

in custody, the minister revealed 
that the regular convicted crimi-
nal s imprisoned are 81 (74 men 
and 7 women) totaling 104 oc-
cupying  the old  prison built for  

20 and can accommodate up 
to 40. She added that she and 
other officials will go to the new 
prison in Ngchesar to see what 
needs to be done and consult 
with the president on  what  is 
becoming critical situation.      

When asked whether or 
not he would withdraw his 
nomination as he is already the 
Director of the Bureau of Bud-
get, Finance, and Planning, 
controlling money in and out of 
the government, he answered: 
“It is up to the President add-
ing  that there has to a Minister 
of Finance”.

With  five days more be-
fore expiration  of his appoint-
ment  and without notarized 
answers before the Senate, it 
is not likely that the committe 
will hold a hearing on Monday.

in 15 countries on a budget un-
der $A1 million.

“Our coverage of decolo-
nisation in the Pacific received 
huge interest, as did our cover-
age of the lack women’s repre-
sentation in parliaments, human 
rights, media freedom, deep 
sea mining and more,” Mr Arm-
bruster said.

In-depth Solomons, a Ho-
niara-based digital outlet, is 
another facing an existential 
threat despite a proud record of 
investigative and award-winning 
reporting.

Last week, it was honoured 
with a peer-nominated award 
from the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of Japan for a year-
long probe into former prime 
minister Manasseh Sogavare’s 
property holdings.

“We’re just holding on,” edi-
tor and co-founder Ofani Ere-
mae told AAP.

A US-centred think tank 
continues to pay the wage of one 
journalist, while others haven’t 
drawn a salary since January.

“It has had an impact on our 
operations. We used to travel 
out to do stories across the 
provinces. That has not been 
done since early this year,” Mr 
Eremae said.

A private donor came for-
ward after learning of the cuts 
with a one-off grant that was 
used for rent to secure the of-
fice, he said.

Its funding shortfall - like 
Port Moresby-based outlet In-
side PNG - is linked to USAID, 
the world’s biggest single funder 
of development assistance, until 
Mr Trump axed its multi-billion 
dollar budget.

Much of USAID’s fund-
ing was spent on humanitarian 
causes - such as vaccines, clean 
water supplies and food security 
- but some was also earmarked 
for media in developing nations, 
with the aim of bolstering fragile 
democracies.

Inside PNG used its support 
to build an audience of tens of 
thousands with incisive reports 
on PNG politics: not just Port 
Moresby, but in the regions in-
cluding wantaway province Bou-
gainville that has a long history 
of conflict.

“The current lack of funding 
has unfortunately had a dual im-
pact, affecting both our dedicat-
ed staff, whom we’re currently 
unable to pay, and our day-to-
day operations,” Inside PNG 
managing director Kila Wani, 
told AAP.

“We’ve had to let off 80 per 
cent of staff from payroll which 
is a big hit because we’re not a 
very big team.

“Logistically, it’s become 
challenging to carry out our 
work as we normally would.”

rakesau Tkel and the salutato-
rian is Jireh Ngirachemoi. 

AAP has confirmed a num-
ber of other media entities in the 
region which have suffered hits, 
but declined to share their sto-
ries.

The funding hits are all the 
more damaging given the chal-
lenges faced by the Pacific, as 
outlined in the Pacific Islands 
Media Freedom Index.

The latest report listed a 
string of challenges, notably 
weak legal protections for free 
speech, political interference 
on editorial independence, and 
a lack of funding underpinning 
high-quality media, in the re-
gion.

The burning question for 
these outlets - and their audi-
ences - is do other sources of 
funding exist to fill the gap?

Inside PNG is refocusing 
energy on attracting new do-
nors, as is In-depth Solomons, 
which has also turned to crowd-
funding.

The Australian and New 
Zealand governments have also 
provided targeted support for 
the media sector across the re-
gion, including ABC Internation-
al Development (ABCID), which 
has enjoyed a budget increase 
from Anthony Albanese’s gov-
ernment.

Inside PNG and In-depth 
Solomons both receive train-
ing and content-focused grants 
from ABCID, which helps, but 
doesn’t fund the underpinning 
costs for a media business or 
keep on the lights.

Both Mr Eremae, who ed-
ited two major newspapers be-
fore founding the investigative 
outlet, and Mr Armbruster, a 
long-time SBS Correspondent, 
expressed their dismay at the 
US pivot away from the Pacific.

“It’s a huge mistake on the 
part of the US ... the world’s 
leading democracy. The media 
is one of the pillars of democ-
racy,” Mr Eremae said.

“It is, I believe, in the inter-
ests of the US and other demo-
cratic countries to give funding 
to media in countries like the 
Solomon Islands where we can-
not survive due to lack of adver-
tising (budgets).

As a veteran of Pacific re-
porting, Mr Armbruster said he 
had witnessed US disinterest 
in the region contribute to the 
wider geopolitical struggle for 
influence.

“The US government was 
trying to re-establish its pres-
ence after vacating the space 
decades ago. It had promised 
to re-engage, dedicating fund-
ing largely driven by its efforts 
to counter China, only to now 
betray those expectations,” he 
said.

“The US government has 
senselessly destroyed a highly 
valued news service in the Pa-
cific. An own goal.”

between the two countries and 
discuss the new direct flight be-
tween Japan and Palau com-
mencing in October of this year. 

Tourism expansion in Pa-
lau was also a focus for discus-
sion between the two countries 
as the official delegation, with 
Ambassador Peter Adelbai, 
met with the Japan-Palau Par-
liamentary Friendship League 
(JPPFL). 

Senator and Floor Leader 
Kerai Mariur expressed grati-
tude for JPPFL’s continued sup-
port for projects that improve 
Palau’s quality of life, while 
JPPFL Chairwoman Shinako 
Tsuchiya showed appreciation 
for Palau’s continuedsupport in 
finding and returning Japan’s 
war casualties. 

The Nikkei hosted event, 
Future of Asia Forum, serves as 
a global forum where political, 
economic, and academic lead-
ers from across the Asia-Pacific 
come together to exchange 
views on regional challenges 
and solutions. Marking its 30th 
anniversary, this year’s forum 
was themed, “Asia’s Challenge 
in a Turbulent World.”

tion conducted 16 dives within 
the Palau National Marine 
Sanctuary (PNMS) using the re-
motely operated vehicle (ROV) 
Hercules.

Ms. Andres received hands-
on training in annotating footage 
from one of the expedition dives, 
using the Video Annotation and 
Reference System (VARS) to 
log and identify marine organ-
isms to the most precise taxo-
nomic level possible. She also 
conducted quality control on the 
dataset, extracted relevant data 
from the platform, and carried 
out preliminary analyses, gain-
ing critical skills in deep-sea 
biodiversity assessment.

“Expanding access to deep-

sea research training is essen-
tial, as it enables researchers 
to better understand offshore 
habitats,” said Ms. Andres. “By 
building local expertise in deep-
sea science, we strengthen our 
capacity for offshore marine 
research, enhance our under-
standing of deep-sea biodiver-
sity, and contribute valuable 
data to guide informed conser-
vation decisions.”

Ms. Andres’ participation in 
this training represents a major 
advancement in strengthening 
Palau’s deep-sea research ca-
pabilities. The skills and knowl-
edge she acquired will play a 
vital role in ongoing efforts to 
explore and understand Palau’s 
deep-sea biodiversity, support-
ing broader marine research 
and conservation initiatives.

lau National Code, along with its implementing regulations.
Foreign investment is essential to Palau’s continued econom-

ic growth, helping expand the country’s tax base and providing 
employment opportunities. It also presents a relatively untapped 
opportunity for savvy investors. In recent years, and particularly 
during the global pandemic, FIB has redoubled efforts to reduce 
bureaucracy and facilitate investment. (Office of the President, Pa-
lau)

ocean, and sending off along their track.
“No doubt the heat will come back into these regions, because 

of the way in which the winds are changing in the atmosphere.”
For New Zealand and its neighbours, Dr Trenberth said that 

these findings could help explain why each new year breaks heat 
records.

“It comes back to what is really going on in the oceans,” he 
said.

“They have now warmed up so that they are major players in 
the global warming picture.” (RNZ)

Australia is taking meaning-
ful action on climate change – 
at home and in partnership with 
the region. We are making huge 
investments in our own energy 
transition. To achieve our tar-
get of 82% renewable electricity 
by 2030 (up from 32% in 2022) 
and net zero by 2050. To meet 
Paris Agreement goals, we need 
the largest economies – both 
advanced and developing – to 
quickly decline their emissions.  
Australia has a strong record of 
backing sizable and long-term 
Pacific-solutions to a changing 
climate, including the Pacific Re-
silience Facility. 

The Government of Austra-
lia has bolstered their commit-
ment to the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme (SPREP) with an ad-
ditional AUS$24.75 million. The 
announcement was made during 
the annual high-level consulta-
tions between the Government 
of Australia and SPREP in May 
2025, building on longstanding 
partnership.

SPREP Director General, Mr. 
Sefanaia Nawadra, welcomed 
the announcement, saying: 

“Australia continues to be 
one of SPREP’s most significant 
and enduring partners. This re-
newed funding is especially valu-
able in contributing to our core 
financing that allows us to plan 
and implement our programs 
with confidence and continuity, 
responding to the urgent environ-
mental challenges faced by our 

New Chapter, Shared Future: Australia commits $24.75m to SPREP 
Pacific communities.” 

This next phase of partner-
ship marks a deepening of Aus-
tralia’s commitment to Pacific-led 
solutions and underscores the 
importance of sustained invest-
ment in regional institutions. 

Ms Emily Luck, Head of Del-
egation and Assistant Secretary 
of the Pacific Regional, Climate 
and Communications Branch at 
the Australian Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade, said: 

“We are proud to continue our 
close partnership with SPREP to 
deliver outcomes that matter to 
Pacific peoples. This funding re-
flects Australia’s commitment to 
listening and responding to Pacif-
ic priorities in climate resilience, 
biodiversity protection, and envi-
ronmental governance. We value 
SPREP’s regional leadership and 
technical expertise, and we look 
forward to continuing our work to-
gether to build a healthier, more 
resilient Pacific.”

As SPREP’s largest core 
contributor, this new funding 
builds on a longstanding part-
nership between Australia and 
SPREP, reflecting shared pri-
orities to protect the Pacific’s 
environment, respond to climate 
change, and strengthen resil-
ience for future generations.

What Australia’s funding 
means for Pacific communities: 

Climate Resilience in Villages 
and Communities: funding helps 
SPREP support national and lo-
cal governments to develop and 
implement climate adaptation 

plans—improving early warning 
systems for cyclones, promoting 
ecosystem based adaptation and 
natural solutions and guidance 
for environmentally sustainable 
relocation of communities under 
threat from rising seas.

Protecting Nature and Tradi-
tional Knowledge: funding helps 
preserve critical ecosystems like 
mangroves, coral reefs, and for-
ests that provide food, cultural 
identity, and natural protection 
against disasters. It also supports 
work with communities to inte-
grate traditional environmental 
knowledge into policy.

Jobs and Capacity Building: 
Local experts, youth, and gov-
ernment officials benefit from 
training and employment through 
SPREP-led programmes in en-
vironmental monitoring, project 
management, data collection, 
and conservation—building long-
term skills and leadership.

Early Warning and Disaster 
Preparedness: Australia’s long-
standing support for meteorologi-
cal services has been delivered 
in partnership with SPREP, help-
ing the region to forecast extreme 
weather more accurately and 
reach vulnerable communities 
sooner—saving lives and liveli-
hoods.

Amplifying the Pacific Voice: 
Australia’s funding supports Pa-
cific participation at global climate 
and environment forums, such as 
the UNFCCC COP, ensuring Pa-
cific priorities are heard and re-
spected on the world stage.
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